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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


RHODE  ISLAND   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


February  11, 1873. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Lilirarian,  and  in 
the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice  President, Dr  Charles 
W.  Parsons  was  chosen  President  _pro  tem. 

MpMitEiiS   PKESENT. — Jlessrs.  Reckwith,   Collins,   II<nvl.infi,   Jencks, 
Parsons,  Perry  and  Stone. 

The  Cabinet  Keeper  announced  the  reception  of  numerous 
donations  of  books,  pamphlets,  engravings  and  photograplis, 
since  the  last  meeting. 

A  Paper  was  read  by  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Stone,  D.  D.,  of 
Bolton,  JIass.,  on  "  George  Fox,  the  Seer  of  the  Inner  Light." 
Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  followed  the  lecturer  in  extended  remarks 
on  the  paper  read,  endorsing  the  sentiments  put   forth,  and 


{idiDelsJedl  W  oi'aii^  ldw  folktving  resoIalUoo,  viiidi,  sec- 
ca»dkid  by  Dr.  CoUiiis,  pft$«ed  BBanimoa^T  : 

Fes.  xsi  likis  ke  be  iiB(«tsSied  to  tesfeA  a  ee??'  <a(  tbe  saae  far  tbe 

Tbe  S&csnesaiy  of  fee  Sacietj"  l3i^  anaovBced  d>e  deadi  of 
Hfazy  B.  Dsovae.  aad  after  pxTii^  a  Isief  tribote  to  his 
^£SBosy,  o^ted  ^e  ibIloTizs  i^aolrtioBS,  vUdi  were  see- 
'OoSed  by  Ser.  £.  JL.  Same,  ami.  psssed  oBuiinKH^y . 

JsmikiBi.T^sxi'we'iexrm'KTi^v^peS^Ac  ssdSeK  deatt  of  Hesiiy  B. 

T<r:<v:D£.  a  dpric^^  smsitis-  iS  cur  Sotas^.  xai  bomcel  and  trssaed  cai- 

^mtnatnr^  ^^  TrrLoss  ■:£  a  'waniT  sBfesETr.  aZ'srsfs  ae^^iotr  to  ^ecp  Ib 
"Offv  Ms  agpaing  yelaianns  so  Ks  Hsa»«Eh-  7 

.Siati&s^.  Iluc  iftfs  gBaa"hTti>sE  be  easenei  ^ .  ^  ^  Msceife  ^  aa  ex- 
m's^cm  te  ctnr  footrsesxiaam  <f  lEr.  I^rerarBsV  ^aBSf&FT.  aad  Ams.  a  copy 
nf  x  itf  /vm-jB-nrfir  gTiTJ  SO  hs  iaatSsr  an  •a-^.l^i.ui^^  <3f  eoc  -jriwiufcy  m 


~         .  -  TOWB,  siT^^  an  accioiiBt  (^  tbe 

Ts-ii&Tir  fever  m  P^nonrideBev,  £roB  1791  to  1797,  nM-liisive, 
-6-hl  sisBd^BsoiBS  sates  affid  obsenatio^ 


QrAETEELT  MEEUXG. 


Afsh.  1.  1^73. 
Is  s^  a^ssgfe  of  tbe  fireadeet  xsd  Viee  Preadeat,  Ae 
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meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  and  Isaac  II. 
Southwick  was  chosen  President  pro  tempore. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Sorretary  road  letters  from  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Professor  Joseph  Henry,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  siccepting 
honorary  membership;  Francis  S.  Drake,  Boston,  and  J.  F. 
Williams,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  accepting  corresponding 
memberships  of  this  Society,  to  which  they  had  severally  been 
elected. 

The  Librarian  announced  nnmerous  donations  received 
since  the  last  meeting  from  Hon.  Benjamin  T.  Eames,  Messrs. 
Samuel  Austin,  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  William  G.  Williams, 
of  Providence;  Kev.  J.  P.  Lane,  of  Bristol ;  and  IJev.  Wil- 
liam Stevens  Perry,  D.  D.,  of  Geneva,  X.  Y. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  resident  mem- 
bers of  the  Society : 

Benjamin  T.  Eames,  Henry  L.  Kendall,  Samuel  F.  Hilton,  Joseph  .T. 
Cooke,  Clinton  D.  Sellew,  .James  C.  Hiilden,  George  R.  Drowne,  .I:irvis 
B.  Swan,  J.  Herbert  Shcdil.  George  L.  CUiBin,  Henry  G.  Kussell,  Wil- 
liam Corliss,  Walter  Blotlgett.  Charles  E.  Carpenter,  of  Providence; 
William  .r.  Miller,  of  Bristol;  Lewis  B.  Smith,  of  Barrington :  Sam 
W.  Clarke,  Apponaug;  Henry  Howard,  of  Coventry;  Daniel  W .  Lyman, 
and  George  H.  Corliss,  of  North  Providence. 

The  following  named  persons  were  elected  corresponding 
members : 

Rev.  Frederick  Denison,  of  ^fystic,  Conn.;  Rev.  Dorns Clarke,  D.  D., 
.and  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slalter,  D.  1).,  of  Boston ;  Henry  Wheatland,  M.  D., 
of  Salem,  Mass.;  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  DeCosta,  D.  D.,  of  Xew  York; 
Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews-  of  Marietta,  O. ;  Benson  J.  I>ossing,  of  Poiiglikeep- 
sie.  X.  Y.;  Frederick  Miller,  of  Amsterdam,  Holland;  Samuel  F. 
Haven,  of  Worcester,  Mass. 

A  vote  was  passed  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Grounds 
and  Buildings  to  make  all  needed  repairs  on  the  I)uilding. 

The  Librarian  was  authorized  to  devote  tweuty-tive  dollars 
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of  the  seuii-ceiitcniiial  fund  to  tlic  purchnso  of  such  choice 
and  rare  books  and  pamphlets  as  he  maj'  think  best. 

Adjourned. 


SPECIAL   :MEETIXCt. 


Mat  27.  1S73. 

The  meeting  \ras  called  to  order  by  the  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Hon.  Zuchariah  Allen. 

The  records  of  the  la«  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  following  gentlemen,  siffnifvin<r 
their  acceptance  of  election  as  corresponding  members,  viz  : 
Henrj'  Wheatland,  Salem,  JIass. ;  Benson  J.  Lossinff,  The 
Piidge,  Dover  Plains,  X.  Y. ;  Eev.  Frederick  Denisou,  New 
Haven,  Conn. :  Eev.  Edmund  F.  Slaftcr,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Dorus 
Clarke,  D.  D.,  Boston;  Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews,  MarietUi,  O. : 
Samuel  F.  Haven,  Worcester,  Mass. 

The  Librarian  announced  donations  from  Stephen  R;indall, 
Xorth  Providence  ;  Virginia  Historical  Societv ;  J.  F.  Hun- 
newell,  Charlestowu,  Mass  ;  George  Dc-rby,  Boston: 
George  Baker,  Gustine  L.  Hurd,  Samu'el  H.  Webb,  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Edwiu  M.  Stone,  Providence;  J.  C.  Dalton. 
"J.  L.,'^  Boston.  The  donations  numbered  upwards  of  four 
hundred. 

]\Ir.  William  A.  Mowry  read  a  carefully  prepared  and 
highly  interesting  paper  on  the  territorial  extension  of  the 
United  SUites. 

On  motion  of  Eev.  E.  M.  Stone,  after  critical  and  highlv 
complimeutaiy  remarks,  it  was 
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Voted.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  conlially  tenilered  to  >rr. 
Mowry  for  his  very  interesting,  inslnictive  and  compreliensive  paper,  and 
that  the  Society  would  be  happy  to  receive  a  copy  for  its  archives. 

Adjoiirued. 


QUARTERLY  MEETING. 


July  1,  1873,  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 
The  meeting^  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  refKirt  of  the  proceeding3.of  the  last  meeting  was  read 
l)y  the  Secretary  and  approved. 

The  Librarian  announced  donation!!,  and  callnl  special  at- 
tention to  an  admirable  likeness  of  Vice  President  Allen. 
Regret  was  expressed  that  the  Society  has  not  yet  secured 
any  likeness  of  our  late  President,  .Judge  A.  G.  Greene, and  our 
present -President,  and  other  raeuil)ers,  were  requested  to  fur- 
nish the  Society  with  their  portraits  or  photographs. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  recommended  the  follow- 
ing persons  for  memberships,  and  they  were  unanimously 
elected : 

Resident  JIembers —William  S-  Slater,  Alfre*l  Stone.  I'harles  E. 
Bcone,  Ch.irles  Hart,  Theodore  W.  Phillips.  Earl  P.  Ma-^m,  Joseph  R. 
Brown,  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  and  Kev.  V.  A.  Whedon.  D.  J).,  of 
Providence;  Robert  Sherman  and  Alfred  O.  Tilden,  of  Pawtucket;  and 
James  H.  Eldredge,  M.  D.,  of  East  Greenwich. 

CoRKESeosDDJG  Me-mbek. — Rev.  Thomas  T.  Stone,  D.  D.,  of  Bolton, 
Mass. 

HoxoKAUY  Member.— William  Cullen  Bryant,  of  New  York  city. 
The  report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  1872,  a 
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document  of  14-1  octavo  pages,  was  announced  as  ready  for 
distribution  among  the  members.  Hon.  Zachariah  Alien, 
after  extended  reniarlis,  showing  the  value  of  this  publica- 
tion, ofl'ered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  for 
his  services  in  bringing  out  this  report,  and  the  resolution 
was  passed  unanimously. 

A  Committee,  consisting  of  Messi-s.  W.  Staples,  Beckwith 
and  Everett,  was  appointed  with  power  to  get  up  a  distiuct 
course  of  lectures  the  ensuing  winter. 

Mr.  John  A.  Ilowland  presented  the  Society  with  thirty- 
three  old  Almanacs,  the  oldest  of  which  is  for  the  year  1712, 
and  the  newest  for  the  year  1772.  These  Almauacs  differ 
greatly  in  size  and  character,  and  constitute  unique  speci- 
mens of  printing  and  literature.  Mr.  Rowland  read  some 
amusing  extracts,  and  closed  his  remarks  by  recommending 
old-fashioned  Almanacs  as  treasuries  of  information  and  in- 
struction. 

Adjourned. 


QUARTERLY   MEETING. 


October  7,  1873. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  and  on 
motion  of  Isaac  H.  South  wick,  Esq.,  Hon.  William  Gros- 
venor  was  chosen  President,  p?'o  tempore. 

Present.— IMessrs.  Beckwith,  Ban-ows,  Grosvenor,  Howland,  Jencks, 
Perry,  Southwick,  Siuitb,  TiWen,  Williams. 

The  report  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  approved. 
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A  letter  from  tlie  Librarian,  avIio  Wiis  necessarily  ahscnt 
from  the  city,  was  read  hy  the  Secretary,  announcing  two 
hundred  and  eijzhty-five  contributions  since  the  last  meeting, 
principally  from  the  following  sources  :  The  Royal  Society  of 
Sciences,  Lisbon,  Portugal ;  Hon.  AVilliam  Sprague,  Provi- 
dence ;  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  1).,  Postou  ;  Henry  T. 
Drowne,  Esq.,  New  York  cit}' ;  Ohio  Historical  Society; 
Hon.  Benjamin  T.  Eanies,  Providence ;  Royal  University, 
Christiana,  Norway;  Yermout  State  Library ;  Mrs.  William 
C.  Snow,  Providence.  The  Secretary  called  attention  to 
several  bound  volumes  of  the  Morning  Star,  presented  and 
received  during  the  day  from  the  Providence  Press  Company, 
and  also  to  a  volmne  of  lectures  that  once  belonged  to  Roger 
\Yilliams,  presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Stephen  Randall, 
of  North  Providence. 

Notice  of  a  proposition  to  change  the  Constitution  of  the 
Society  at  the  next  annual  meeting  was  given,  the  object 
being  to  cstalilish  the  ofHccs  of  Recording  Secretary  and 
of  Corresponding  Secretary'. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beckwith,  it  was  voted  that, 

WuEREAS,  The  Society  h:is  a  Standing  Committee  on  Lectures  and 
Papers,  therefore 

Besolvcd,  That  the  Special  Committee  appointed  through  inadvertency 
at  the  last  meeting  be  hereby  discharged. 

Besolvcd,  That  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lectures  and  Papers  be, 
and  are,  hereby  authorized  to  provide,  at  their  discretion,  a  course  of 
Historical  Lectures  to  be  given  befoi-e  the  Society  tlie  ensuing  winter. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Librarian  be  presented  with  thirty 
copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  ye.ar. 

At  tlie  request  of  "SU-.  P(MMy,  the  views  of  the  mpnii)cr3 
present  were  informally  expressed  in  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  have  a  snecial  course  of  lectures  the  ensuing  winter. 
The  desirableness  of  this  measure  was  conceded  by  all.  The 
Chairman  of  the  evening  called  the  Secretary  to  the  chair, 
made  spirited  and  pointed  remarks,  calling  attention  to  vari- 
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ous  objects  of  the  Society,  aud  various  ways  in  which  those 
objects  are  to  be  secured.  The  co-operation  of  ladies  is  to 
be  enlisted.  Information  is  to  be  diflused  through  public 
addresses.  .  Our  State  has  a  good  reputation  abroad.  It  is 
the  dut}-  of  this  Society  to  look  after  its  history,  bringing 
forward,  as  its  representatives,  such  strong  men  and  scholars 
as  the  President  of  Brown  Universit}*,  and  others  whose  in- 
terest is  elicited  in  our  behalf.  The  speaker  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  Society  has  but  to  move  forward  in  order  to 
secure  general  co-operation  aud  be  provided  with  means  of 
increased  usefulness  aud  elficienc}'. 

Though  the  evening  was  stormy,  ten  members  were  pre- 
sent, three  of  whom  reside  iu  Pawtucket. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  the  names  of  the 
following  persous  for  membership,  and  they  were  elected  : 

Eesidekt  Members. — Samuel  Austin,  Benjamin  F.  Tliursion,  and 
Henry  A.  Hidden,  all  of  Providence. 

CoKRESPOXDiXG  Members. — Colonel  Albert  H.  Hoyt,  Boston ;  AVilliam 
Chambers.  LL.  D.,  Edinburgh.  Scotland:  Prof.  J.  C.  Hoist.  Royal  Uni- 
versity. Christiana,  Xorway ;  G.  C.  Bowles,  Esq.,  Quebec,  Can.ada. 

HoxoKART  Member.— Hon.  John  Lotbrop  Motley,  LL.  D.  London. 
Adjourned. 


SPECIAL  [MEETING. 


January  9,  1874. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  Prof. 
William  Gammell  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  meeting. 
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The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  was  read 
and  approved. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  receipt  of  numerous  iT  •  - 
tions  since  the  last  meeting,  including  volumes,  pampii. .:-, 
manuscripts,  and  objects  of  vertu. 

A  highly  interesting  paper  was  read  on  the  Rebellion  of 
1842,  by  Hon.  Robert  Sherman,  of  Pawtucket.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  paper,  on  motion  of  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone,  sec- 
onded by  Hon.  Zachariah  Allen,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  th.inks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  ShcrmaD, 
for  hw  highly  interesting  paper,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested   for  the 
•  archives  of  the  Society. 

Before  the  passage  of  the  resolution  spirited  and  critical 
remarks  were  made  by  3Ir.  Sherman,  Professor  Gammell, 
Hon.  Elisba  Dyer,  Col.  Samuel  H.  Wales,  Hon.  Z.  Allen, 
and  Mr.  William  E.  Browne.  In  response  to  a  general  call, 
Hon.  Thomas  Davis  pronounced  some  pertinent  remarks  on 
the  movement  of  1842,  in  its  relation  to  the  great  upheaval 
that  has  since  been  witnessed  in  our  country. 

Adjourned. 


AXNXAL  [MEETING. 


Tuesday  Eve>-isg,  Jaxcaby  20,  1874. 

In   the  absence  of  the   President  from  the  State,  Vice- 
President  Allen  performed  the  duties  of  presiding  officer. 

Present  .—Messrs.  AUen,  Everett,  Grosvenor,  Staples,  Collins.  Chan- 
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Necrology  of  tlic  memBevs  of  the  Society  who  have  died  during  the  year, 
and  present  their  bills  to  the  Treasurer  for  settlement. 

Mr.  William  A.  Mowry  was  authorized,  at  his  I'equest,  to 
remove  from  the  Cabinet  the  copperplate  on  which  is  engraved 
the  Map  of  Rhode  Island  in  1795,  his  object  being  to  print 
some  copies  of  the  map  for  private  purposes. 

The  following  persons  were  nominated  for  membership  and 
were  elected : 

Resident  Members.— Professor  Carl  W.  Ernst,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
Rev.  E.  H.  Capen,  George  C.  Nighting.ile,  Jr.,  Albert  E.  Ham,  M.  D., 
Joshua  M.  Adfleman,  Cliarles  Matteson,  George  Wlieaton,  2d.,  Stephen 
Brownell,  Benjamin  W.  Persons,  Joseph  Cartland,  Benjamin  G.  Pabodie, 
Edward  S.  Hopkins,  Gideon  L.  Spencer,  Henry  L.  Fairbrother,  Barna- 
bas L.  Chace,  Samuel  H.  Wales,  Providence;  Kathan  F.  Dixon,  Jr., 
Westerly ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Lane,  Bristol. 

Corresponding  Member.— Frederic  Kidder,  Boston. 

Honorary  Member.— James  Anthony  Froude,  London. 

The  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Building  was  authorized, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Beckwitli,  to  remove  the  stair-case  leading 
to  the  second  story,  erecting  for  the  same  purpose  a  spiral 
stair-case  that  shall  occupy  less  space  and  do  less  violence  to 
the  harmonious  proportions  of  the  room.* 

Adjourned. 

*  At  a  subsequent  meeting  tliis  vote  "  was  so  amended  as  to  authorize  tlie  Com- 
•mittee  to  malce  such  change  In  the  stairway  as  in  their  Judgment  seems  beat." 


TREASURER'S    REPORTS. 


Dr.        Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  tuitli  the  Rlwde  Island 
Historical  Society. 
1873. 

Jan'ySl.        To  cash  on  hand, $835  57 

Taxes  from  seventy-one  members,  at 

S3.00  eacl), $213  00 

Admissions,  thirty-six    members,   at 

85.00  e.ich, 180  00 

Interest  h-oni  City  Savings  Bank,  July 

and  Januaiy,        -        -        -        -        -        64  74 

447  74 

There  is  on  deposit  in  the  City 
Savings  Bank,  this  day,  .Janu- 
ary 20,  1874,  -  $708  11 
In  Treasurer's  hands,  15 


S  1,283  31 


S708  S6 

1874. 
Jan'y  20.        To  bal.-mce  of  account,  (cash  on 

hand,) $708  26 


Cr.       Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rlwde  Island 
Historical  Society. 
11^73. 
.Jan"y20.        Paid    Providence    Press    Company,    for 

printing  reports,  -        -        -        -    $377  97 
Repairs  on  Building  and  Grounds,      101  72 
Printing  Certilicatcs  and  advertis- 
ing meetings,        -        -        -        -       07  98 
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REPORT  OF   THE  NORTHERN  DEPARTMENT 

OF   TUE 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTOEICAL  SOCIETY, 
For    1873-74. 


The  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  the  Noithern  Department  re- 
spectfully reports,  that  during  the  past  year  contributions  for  the  Library 
and  Cabinet  have  been  received  from  the  followino-  sources: 


Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 

Maine  " 

New  Hampshire  " 

Connecticut  " 

Vermont  " 

New  York  " 

New  Jersey  " 

Pennsylvania  " 

Maryland  " 

Delaware  " 

Virginia  " 

Georgia  " 
Ohio 

Chicago  " 

Wisconsin  " 
Iowa 

Minnesota  " 

Quebec  " 
American  Antiquarian  Society, 
Worcester,  Mass., 


Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 

Boston,  Mass., 
Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass., 
American      Philosophical     Society, 

Philadelphia,  Penn  . 
Pennsylvania  Inslilut'n  for  the  Blind, 

Philadelphia,  Penn., 
Yonng  Men's  Christian  Association, 

Worcester,  Mass., 
National    Association    of     Woolen 

Manufacturers,  Boston,  M.ass., 
Public  Free  Library,      "  " 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago,  111. 
Vermont  State  Library,  Montpelier, 

Vt. 
Anthropological  Institute,  New  York, 
Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiqua- 
ries, Copenhagen,  Den. 
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Ro3'al  University,  Cliiistiana, 
Norway, 

Royal  Society,  Lisbon,  Portugal, 

Charles  Girard,  M.  D.,  Paris, 
France, 

M.  E.  Diipont,  Brussels,  Bel- 
gium, 

William  Wesley,  London,  Eng., 

Frederick  Miiller,  Amsterdam, 
Holland, 

Carl  Neumann,  Leipsic,  Ger- 
many, 

Thomas  11.  Wynne,  Richmond, 
Ya., 

William  Cothren,  Woodbury, 
(!unn., 

William  Stevens  Perry,  D.  U., 
Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  A.  Foote,  Geneva,  N.  Y., 

John  N-  Genin,  New  York, 

Charles  C.  Jones,    " 

Henry  Thayer  Drowne,  New 
York, 

J.  C.  Dalton,  New  York, 

Charles  l!au,  " 

Elijah  K.  Bangs,     " 

J.  W.  Bouton, 

C.  S.  Francis,         " 

A.  R.  Spofford,  AVashington, 
D.  C, 

T.  Stafford  Drowne,  D.  D., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 

Isaac  Smucker,  Newark,  Ohio, 

J.  Smith  Furthey,  West  Ches- 
ter, Penn., 

E.  D.  Reade  &  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis., 

Henry  B.  Dawson,  Morrisauia, 
N.  Y.. 


./ 


Francis  S.  Drake,  Boston,' Afase., 

Edward  Jarvis,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass., 

John  L.  Hayes, 

George  Derby,  "  " 

Edward  F.  Shifter,  D.  D.,  Boston, 
Mass., 

Samuel  G.  Drake,  Boston,  Mass., 

Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  D-,  Boston, 
Mass., 

Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Boston,  M.ass., 

Alfred  Turner, 

James  T.  Hunnewell,  Charleslown, 
Mas.s., 

George  H.  Preble,  Charlestown, 
Mass., 

Heniy  T.  Beckwith,  Providence,  R.I. 

Richmond  P.  Everett,        "  " 

.John  A.  Howlan<l, 

Edwin  M.  Stone,  "  " 

Isaac  H.  Soulhwiek,  " 

Edwin  Baker,  "  " 

Thomas  M.  Clark,  D.D.,   " 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  Provi- 
dence, R.  L, 

George  C.  Collins,  ]\L  D.,  Provi- 
dence, R.  L, 

Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Providence,  R.  L, 

Samuel  Austin, 

Benjamin  T.  Eames, 

J.  Erastus  Lester, 

Edwin  M.  Snow,  M.  D. 

William  G.  Williams, 

Samuel  H.  Webb, 

George  Baker, 

John  R.  Barllett. 

Gu.stine  L.  Ilurd, 

Carlton  A.  Staples, 

Zachariaii  Allen, 

B.  G.  Pabodic, 
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Rev.  J;iuics  Browne,  the  aulhor  of  this  discourse,  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Marj'  (Holmes)  Browne,  and  grandson  of  Chad  Browne.  He  was 
born  in  Providence,  in  lti66,  and  died  October  tSth,  1T32,  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age.  He  married  Mary,  daugliter  of  Andrew,  and 
granil-dan^hter  of  William  ILuris.  He  was  a  colleague  oi  Rev.  Pardon 
Tillingliast  in  the  pastorate  of  tlie  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence, 
and  after  the  death  of  that  clergyman,  had  associated  with  him  in  his 
work  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Jenckes.  Mr.  Jenckes  died  in  172fi,  and  it  is 
believed  tlial  between  this  date  and  the  year  of  his  own  decease,  the  dis- 
course before  mentioned,  was  written,  giving  it  the  venerable  age  of  per- 
haps one  hundreil  and  forty  years.  Mr.  Browne  possessed  a  conciliatory 
spirit,  and  by  a  wise,  forbearing  course,  did  much  to  compose  differences 
tending  to  division,  that,  a  few  years  before  his  death,  existed  in  his 
church.  He  has  been  characterized  as  "  an  example  of  piety  and  meek- 
ness, worthy  of  admiration."  As  a  specimen  of  his  style,  .a  few  extr.acts 
from  the  discourse  are  here  given : 

"Now  my  relations,  neighbors,  countrymen  or  strangers:  if  you,  or 
any  of  you,  count  it  worth  your  while  to  prepare  for  your  eternal  joy, 
.and  thereby  to  prevent  eternal  misery,  come  let  us  consider  of  what  the 
holy  men  of  God  hath  written  for  our  encouragement  and  warning 
herein  :  and  what  an  earnest  desire  they  had  that  men  should  consider 
their  hitter  end.  And  I  desirethat  both  you  and  I  may  consider  this  one 
thing :  that  is,  there  are  but  two  things  that  all  the  holy  men  of  Ood  from 
the  found.ition  of  the  world  to  this  day  have  endeavored  after.  I  say 
in  general  but  two  things,  though  in  particular  many  things:  the  greatest 
of  these  two  is  to  set  foith  the  honor,  power,  wisdoui,  love  and  justice  of 
God :  the  second  is  to  warn  and  admonish  men  to  a  consideration  of  their 
eternal  being. 

"  But  let  us  consider,  as  1  said  afore,  what  hath  been  written  for  our 
learning;  for  there  is  enough  written,  both  to  encourage  as  to  future  joy, 
and  to  warn  us  of  future  misery.  It  may  be  most  proper,  in  the  first 
place,  to  speak  something  by  way  of  opening  these  words:  and  for  the 
■  more  orderly  proceeding  therein,  let  us  consider  these  three  things, 

First,  by  whom  Ihey  were  spoken. 

Secondly,  the  occasion  of  their  being  spoken. 

Thirdly,  the  end  of  their  being  spoken. 

"The  man  that  spake  these  words  was  Moses,  chosen  of  God  to  deliver 
his  people  Israel,  and  preserved  of  him  from  a  child ;  for  when  his 
mother  could  hide  him  no  longer,  Exodus  2d,  3d  verses,  she  took  for  him 
an  ark  of  bull ushes  and  daubed  it  with  slime  and  with  pitch,  by  which 
we  may  s^ee  the  Providence  of  God  to  him  in  his  childhood,  and  also  by 
Ids  appearance  to  him  in  the  bush,  Exodus  3d,  4th. 
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"  Tlio  sornn<l  thing:  that  is,  tno  oecasii.n  of  \host'  wonls  Ijcin;;  spokon 
nt  tliat  time:  you  may  see  Deuteronomy  35il  iind  I5th,  "Thou  ;ut  «:ixen 
flit:  tliou  ;irt  grown  tliiek  :  thou  art  eovered  witli  fatness.  Then  lie  for- 
sook Go<l  wliieh  made  Iiini.  and  lightly  esteemed  the  roek  of  his  salva- 
tion." Now  wo  may  take  note  th;it  when  the  people  were  grown  fat,  and 
lightly  esteemed  the  rock  of  their  s:dvation,  it  oce.-isioned  Moses,  in 
meekness  to  spe;ik  these  words  :  '  O  that  they  were  wise,  th:it  they  under- 
stood this,  that  they  would  consider  their  lalter  end.'  Now  the  end  of 
his  s|)e;iking  tliese  words  is  this :  tlmt  if  possihle  he  might  awaken  men 
and  women  to  he  wise  in  consideiirig  their  hitter  end.  »  *  »  •  • 
Now  to  consider  our  latter  eml  being  ihi^  gre:itest  work  we  h:ive  to  do, 
and  (lod  having  given  us  a  w:iy  m:irk.  lh:it  is.  the  holy  scriplures,  which 
eont:iin  ;i  ci  rtain  rule  for  us  to  walk  hy  in  this  great  work.  I  would  en- 
treat yon  :ill  to  se.ir'h  the  scriplures.  for  there  yon  may  find  an  account 
of  the  Most  High  God,  and  of  his  Son  the  S:iviour  of  the  world  :  and  of 
nngels  :ind  glorified  men.  There  isalso  cont;iined  in  them  :i  brief  :iccount 
of  the  creation  of  the  world  &  of  man,  with  a  true  account  of  man's  ftiW, 
and  of  the  condition  man  is  in  ever  sinc(i  the  fill  from  pamdise,  &  th:it 
God  h:ith  provided  a  Avay  to  lecover  man  to  par:idise  .•ig:iin.  Here  is 
also  in  the  scripture  an  account  of  heaven,  with  the  i)le;isure,  delight  and. 
glory  thereof;  iind  ;ilso  a  description  of  hell,  with  the  (hirkness,  horror, 
misery  thereof  Thou  mayest  fiiul  in  tlu;  scripturc^s  of  truth,  if  thou 
search  diligently,  a  n:irrow  path  lh:it  leads  to  the  glorious  h(^•lven,  with, 
directions  how  to  get  into  that  p;ith,  though  if  ]>»  hut  n:irrow.  And  I 
advise  thee  when  thou  gettest  into  that  path  to  look  slciidfastly  right 
forward,  for  though  the  p;ith  be  narrow,  'tis  so  straight  thou  mayest  see 
the  glory  wliich  is  tit  the  end  of  it." 

Having  closed  his  opening  remarks  by  urging  the  hearer  to  continue  in 
the  narrow  path,  :ind  to  pay  no  heed  to  the  allui'eraents  of  the  "broader 
way  which  halh  been  much  more  trodden,"  a  way  "that  Ie;vdeth  to  de- 
struction." the  author  proceeds  to  spe;ik  of  "  the  great  lov<!  of  God  to 
miinkind,"  as  displayed  in  his  providcnti;il  works,  and  then  continues  as- 
follows : 

"  Whatever  is  to  the  honor  .and  glory  of  God  is  profitable  to  his  Saints: 
for  the  ni:in  of  God,  if  his  heart  be  right  towards  liis  God,  his  gre;itest 
delight  ;inil  ple:isuie  is  to  ple:iso  him:  :ind  :is  the  gre.-itest  delight  of  tile 
unbelii'ver  is,  if  he  be  a  husbandman,  to  w;dk  in  his  field  to  see  his  corn 
grow  :ind  promise  ftir  for  a  good  crop,  so  it  is  the  great  delight  of  a  triu; 
believer  to  lake  the  book  of  .Scripture  and  to  read  the  blessed  promisk'S 
of  God  which  hiUi:is  m;ule  to  every  one  th:it  w;utclh  upon  hiui.  .John 
the  Ifiih  ;ind  '22t\  verse,  '  but  I  will  see  you  ag:iin,  :ind  your  heart  shall  re- 
joice, &  your  joy  no  man  takcth  from  you"  Which  pripuiise  is  better 
than  to  have  our  corn  and  our  e:irthly  fruits  increased;  for  tliis  promise- 
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of  joy  no  man  can  take  from  us  :  but  alf  outwartl  enjoyments  are  liable 
either  by  wars,  or  fire,  or  thieves  if  not  by  rust,  to  be  destroyed  or  cor- 
rupted :  therefore  the  Lord  said,  Matthew  the  6th  and  lOtli  verse,  '  lay  not 
up  for  yourselves  treasure  on  earth,  bul  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasure  in 
heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  corrupteth,  neither  can  thieves  dig 
througli  nor  steal ' :  and  this  wisdom  which  Moses  spake  of  is  better  than 
any  silver  or  gold. 

******* 

"  The  merchant  man  also  has  his  great  delight  to  see  his  shop  full  of  cus- 
tomers :  and  every  raan  comes  to  trade  with  him  ;  one  lays  out  one  pound, 
and  another  two  pound,  and  another  five  ponnd,  according  to  every  man's 
ability,  so  each  man  trades  with  him.  Which  is  indeed  delightful  &  profit- 
able to  the  merchant  raan.  But  the  man  of  God  has  liis  delight  when  he 
comestothe  house  of  God:  When  the  Saints  are  assembled  together,  and 
every  one  improves  their  proper  gifts  :  he  that  received  one  t.alent  is  im- 
proving of  it:  and  he  that  hath  received  two  talents  is  a  trading  with  that 
which  he  has  received,  and  he  that  has  received  five  talents  he  is  adding 
other  five,  Matthew  25th,  &c:  but  I  s;iy  that  the  merchant  has  not  grounds 
of  so  gi'eat  comfort  and  consol.ation  as  the  man  of  God  h;is,  for  the  thing 
which  the  merchant  is  a  laboring  for  is  unsatisfying:  and  though  he  gets 
gain  he  knows  not  how  soon  he  may  be  taken  from  Ihat,  or  that  taken 
from  him,  neither  doth  he  know  who  shall  enjoy  his  goods  after  him. 
Ecclesiastes  2d  .and  18th  and  19th  verses. 

******* 

"  We  may  also  observe,  that  when  the  merchant  man  is  low  in  the 
world,  by  reason  of  his  estate  being  kept  so  long  out  of  his  liands,  so 
th;it  his  customers  leave  him,  &  his  former  friends  forsake  him,  saying 
this  man  h;is  nothing  worth  our  money;  come,  let  us  go  to  such  :i  shop 
and  there  we  may  lay  out  our  money  to  profit.  So  it  is  with  the  m:in  of 
God  :  for  when  he  has  given  himself  to  serve  the  Lord,  then  his  former 
friends  forsake  him,  yea,  and  them  of  his  own  house  many  times  are  set 
against  him,  s.aying  this  man  talks  of  things  to  come,  nobody  knows 
when :  it  is  not  worth  our  while  to  liear  him,  come,  let  us  go  and  take 
our  pleasure,  for  that  is  more  profitable  for  us,  Matthew  10th  &  3Uth 
verses;  and  as  the  merchant  man  when  he  had  received  his  return  of 
goods,  then  all  his  former  sorrow  was  foi'gotten,  because  his  goods  were 
increased  and  his  treasure  multiplied :  so  it  shall  be  when  the  blessed 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  comes  to  reign  with  his  elect:  he  will  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes,  &  sighing  and  sorrow  shall  flee  aw:iy.  So  that  in 
consideration  of  the  blessings  that  shall  be  reve.iled,  the  troubles  and 
perils  of  this  life  are  not  worth  a  christian's  care.  Thessalonians  1st  b. 
4th  ch.  17th  verse,  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord." 
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JOSEl'It  UliO-\VN. 

Tho  letter  of  Joseph  Brown,  dated  February  17th,  1779,  and  addressed 
to  Captain  Nicholas  I'ower,  tlien  temDorarily  in  Grafton,  Mass.,  relates 
iiiaiiily  to  the  settling  up  of  the  business  of  Works  for  tho  manufacture 
of  Steel,  wliiili  had  been  in  operation  at  Pawtiieket,*  and  refers  to  tho 
dilViciiUy  experienced  by  the  writer  in  his  attempt  to  pay  certain  taxes 
due  to  the  town  of  Providence,  owing,  probably,  to  the  reluctance  of  the 
proper  aiilhorities  to  receive  the  sum  due  in  tlie  depreciated  currency  of 
tlie  day  f  In  this  letter  he  menliims  the  name  of  Mr.  C'ronipton,  who 
warned  town  meetings  by  beat  of  drum,  an  ancient  custom  that  ceased 
in  Proviilence  in  1830,  when  the  late  Deacon  James  llamniond  resigned 
the  office  of  town  sergeant,  a  position  he  h.id  held  for  twenty-one  con- 
secutive years.  Mr.  Urown  adds,  in  closing:  '  I  have  seen  Cyprian 
Sterry.J  lie  lodges  at  Mr.  Cl.irk's.  lie  has  been  to  England,  where  he 
lay  in  prison  ten  days,  the  prisoners  having  almost  accomplislu'<l  their 
design  before  he  was  put  in,  of  breaking  jail,  which  they  did  by  digging 
out,  and  lifty  of  them  got  out,  but  half  wore  .again  taken.  Tho  other 
half,  of  which  .Sterry  was  one,  got  ofl'.  He  went  to  London,  and  stayed 
there  a  considerable  time.  lie  thinks  no  more  troops  will  come  to  these 
States  this  year,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  most  people  here." 

Joseph  Urown,  here  noticed,  was  the  sou  of  James  Brown,  a  success- 


•To  encourage  the  manufacture  of  steel,  the  General  Assembly  at  tlic  May  ses- 
sion, 1777.  oOcrod  ii  bounty  of  £iiO,  lawful  money,  for  every  ton  gross  weight,  man- 
ufactured in  tbfc  State.  Whether  Mr.  Brown  deinved  any  benefit  from  this  bounty 
docs  not  appear.  In  closing  the  business  at  Pawtucket,  there  remained  on  hand 
l,598;i  weight  of  steel.  This  he  "delivered  to  Mr.  Murray,  at  Clark  &  Nightin- 
gale's sho])  store,"'  and  ordered  it  to  be  sold  "  at  12  per  cent.,  or  half  the  price  of 
Geiinan,"  which  was  then  selling  at  "24  per  cent,  at  retail. 

t  In  Fcbniary.  V7.K  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit  had  depreciated  in  value  so 
that  $818  were  only  ecjuivalent  to  100  .Spanish  milled  dollars.  In  .\pvil.  17SU,  the 
papi'r  currency  had  fallen  to  S4.00U  for  $105  in  silver. 

t  Cyprian  Sterry  was  a  prominent  merchant  of  Provldenec,  and  in  the  war  of 
the  Kevolution  was  successively  ensign  of  Captain  Christopher  OIney's  eompany 
in  the  K.  I.  Army  of  Observation;  QuarterniastiT  of  the  Second  K.I.  Battalion; 
Captain  in  Colonel  Benjamin  Tallman's  ri'ginuMit;  and  llnally  Major  of  Brigade. 
In  1711-2  he  was  elected  a  Curator  of  Brown  I'nivcrsity,  a  position  from  which  he 
retired  in  1S13.    He  died  September  Ist,  1824. 
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fill  Providence  mei'chant,  ami  grandson  of  Rev.  James  Browne,  before 
mentioned.  He  was  born  Deeember  3d,  1733.  Ho  was  a  m.m  of  marked 
natui'al  ability  and  acquirements,  and  had  hardly  attained  to  liis  major- 
ity, when  he  was  called  to  bear  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  aflairs  ot  the 
Colony.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  in  1774,  was  a 
member  of  a  Committee  lo  obtain  from  the  General  Assembly  a  grant  for  a 
lottery  to  raise  £2,000  to  aid  in  building  the  meeting-house  which  is  now 
so  conspicuous  an  ornament  to  Providence.  The  same  year,  December 
I7th,  he  was  appointed  with  seventeen  otiiers,  a  Committee  of  Inspection, 
"  to  see  that  the  association  entered  into  by  the  General  Continental  Con- 
gress, be  strictly  adhered  to,  by  all  persons  within  this  town,  agreeably 
to  the  eleventh  article  of  said  association."* 

This  Committee,  through  its  Chairman,  Nicholas  Cooke,  made  an 
elaborate  report  to  the  town,  December  24th.  in  which,  among  other  rec- 
ommend.itions,  are  the  following: 

"  1.  That  tiiey  [the  people]  do  not  import  any  goods  from  (ireat  Britain 
or  Ireland,  or  any  otiier  place,  any  such  goods  as  shall  have  been  exported 
from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  nor  any  India  tea  from  any  part  of  tlie 
world,  nor  any  molasses,  syrups,  paneles,  cofl'ee  or  pimento,  from  the 
British  Plantations  of  Dominica;  nor  wines  from  Madeira,  or  the  West 
Indies;  nor  foreign  indigo. 

"2.  That  they  do  not  import  or  purchase  any  slave  imported  since 
the  1st  of  December  inst.,  and  that  they  wholly  discontinue  llie  slave  trade. 

"  3.  That  they  do  not  purchase  or  use  any  tea,  imported  on  account  of 
the  East  India  Company,  or  any  on  which  duty  has  been  paid ;  and 
that,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  they  do  not  purchase  or 
use  any  East  India  tea  whatever. 

"4.  That  on  the  10th  day  of  September  next,  they  suspend  all  exporta- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  West  Indies;  except  rice,  to 
Europe." 

*TIie  adoption  of  the  Xon-importatlon  act  bytne  Continental  Congress,  was 
commnnlcated  to  Governor  Coolie  by  Hon.  Samuel  Wara,  a  delegate  from  Rliode 
Island,  under  date  October  3,  1774.  "  What  has  been  done,"  he  says, "  we  hope  will 
be  honored  with  the  approbation  of  the  Colony."  The  Committee  of  Inspection 
comprised  the  following  persons:  William  Earle,  Nicholas  Cooke,  Benjamin 
Man,  Zephauiah  Andrews,  Arthur  Fenner,  Jr.,  Ambrose  Page,  Nicholas  Power, 
George  Corlis,  Paul  Allen,  David  Lawrence,  Joseph  Russell,  Job  Sweeting.  Joseph 
Bucklin,  Jonathan  Arnold,  Bernard  Eddy,  Aaron  Mason,  Joseph  Brown  and  Na- 
thaniel Wheaton,  together  with  the  Committee  of  CoiTespondence  of  the  town. 
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Thn  Conirnittec  fiinlier  enjoin  fni?;alily.  cofinoniy,  nnd  induftry.  the 
promotion  of  agriculture,  arts  and  manufactures,  tlie  discouraging  of 
horse  rncing,  gaming,  cock  fighting,  expensive  shows,  plays  and  diver- 
sions, and  a  discontinuance  of  tlie  custom  of  giving  gloves  and  scarfs  at 
funerals. 

It  was  also  reooraniended,  "  tliat  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be 
sold  at  rc.isonable  rates,  so  that  no  undue  advantage  bet:ikon  of  a  future 
scarcity  of  goods." 

In  1775,  Mr.  Brown  was  appointed  one  of  the  inspectors  andprovcrs  of 
Saltpetre.*  He  w.as  also  placed  on  a  Committee  with  Eseck  Hopkins, 
"  to  go  througli  the  Colony  and  determine  in  wliat  jilaces  it  may  be  nec- 
essarj'  to  erect  battel  ies  or  entrenchments  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony, 
and  in  what  towns  to  provide  field  pieces,  specifying  the  number,  the 
bore,  and  the  weight  of  metal ;  and  also  whether  any  fire  ships  are  nec- 
essary, and  what  number,  and  in  what  places  it  will  be  proper  to  sink 
hulks,  &c."  Congress  appointed  him  one  of  a  Committee  of  twelve  to 
build  tliirteen  vessels  of  war.  Under  the  supervision  of  this  Committee 
the  VTarrcn  and  the  Providence  weie  built.  The  former  became  the  flag- 
ship of  Admiral  Hopkins.  The  latter,  in  1778,  was  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Whipple. 

In  1770,  he  was  one  of  a  Committee  "to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  and  the  measures  necess.ary  for  the  defence  thereof," 
and  to  prepare  a  suitable  address  to  the  Continental  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  address  was  sent  forward,  dated  January  15,  of  this  year.  In 
November  of  the  same  year  he  was  commissioned  with  others  to  plan 
and  lay  out  and  erect  fortifications  at  Bristol  and  Howland's  Ferries.  In 
December,  he,  in  conjunction  with  Capt.  Silas  Talbot,  was  authorized 
"  to  procure  two  suitable  vessels  for  fire  ships,  and  fix  the  same  in  the 
best  manner  as  soon  as  m:iy  be."  For  this  purpose  the  General  Treasurer 
was  directed  to  supply  him  with  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  £1,000.1 
lie  was  also  on  a  Committee  to  lay  out  fortifications  on  Warwick  Xeck. 

*Tlic  General  Assemljly  offered  n  bounty  of  three  .shillings  a  pound  on  nil  ,«nlt- 
petre  made  in  Rhode  Island,  '*  .suitable  to  be  jiianufaciured  into  giini)owder;  and 
three  shillings  a  pound  for  every  pound  of  such  Saltpetre,  exclusive  of  said 
bounty."  A  building  erected  in  Providence,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  for  the 
manufacture  of  Saltpetre,  was  ordered  to  be  sold  iu  I'Si. 

tThcbrlgantlne  5<iffy  was  purchased  of  Mr.  .John  lirown.  to  be  used  as  a  lire 
ship,  at  ft  cost  of  £318  lawful  money. 
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Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  owners  of  Hope  Funiace,  established  in 
Scituiite  about  1769.  With  facilities  for  easting  field  and  s.i('ge  guns,  he 
and  his  associates  oilbred  to  furnish  the  Colonj- witli  cannon  lor  £35  law- 
ful money,  per  ton.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  thirty  18  pounders,  and 
thirty  12-poiinders  were  ordered.* 

In  17S1.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  Deputy  to  tlie  General  Assembly,  and  in 
1781  and  178-2.  an  Assistant  in  the  same  body.  lie  was  interested  in  sci- 
ence, and  m  1769  was  one  of  the  patrons  and  .assistants  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
West  in  making  .arrangements  for  observing  the  transit  of  Venus.  He 
w.as  an  early  friend  of  Brown  University,  was  a  Trustee  of  tliat  Institu- 
tion from  1769  until  his  de.ath,  and  in  1784  was  called  to  the  chair  of 
Katur;'.l  Philosophy,  the  duties  of  which,  in  view  of  the  impoverished 
condition  of  the  College,  he  discharged  gratuitously.  The  great  variety 
of  public  services  he  acceptably  performed  in  connection  with  his 
private  business  as  merchant  and  manufacturer,  show  him  to  have  pos- 
sessed remarkable  versatility  of  talent  and  executive  .ability. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Elizabeth,  d;iughter  of  Nicholas  Power,  and  had 
four  children.  He  erected  and  resided  in  the  house  on  South  Main 
Street,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Providence  Bank.  He  died  De- 
cembei-  3d,  1785,  aged  51  years. 

The  recommendation  to  discontinue  the  slave  trade  had  already  been 
put  into  practical  operation  by  the  town.  At  a  town  meeting  held  May 
17th,  1774,  it  was  declared  "unbecoming  the  character  of  freemen"  to 
enslave  negroes,  and  it  appearing  that  one  Jacob  Schoemaker  had 
lately  died  intestate,  leaving  six  slaves,  two  adults  and  four  minors.  "  and 
there  being  no  heir  to  the  said  Jacob  in  this  town  or  Colony,  the  said 
negroes  have  fallen  to  this  town  by  law,  provided  no  heir  should  appear," 
the  town  voted  to  "give  up  all  claim  of  right  or  property  in  them,"  took 
them  imder  its  protection,  and  recommended  binding  "the  small  children 
to  some  proper  masters  and  mistresses  "  during  minority.  At  the  same 
meeting  it  was  voted  to  endeavor  "  to  obtain  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly prohibiting  the  importation  of  negro  slaves  into  this  Colony;  and 
that  all  negroes  born  in  this  Colony  should  be  fi-ee  after  attaining  to  a 
certain  age."  This  freeing  of  the  Schoemaker  slaves  was  probably  the 
first  corporate  act  of  emancipation  that  ever  took  place  in  New  Eng- 
land, after  slavery  became  universal  throughout  the  Colonies.  "  An  Act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  negroes  into  the  Colony,"  was  p.assed  by 
the  General  Assembly  !»t  the  May  session  in  Providence,  June,  1774.     At 

*The  other  partners  were  Siclvolas  Brown,  Joliu  Brown,  Jal>ez  Bowen,  and 
Eufus  Hopkins. 
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snbspqucnt  periods  Other  acts  were  pnsseil  for  the  grndual  abolition  of 
cloccestir  slavery,  but  its  complete  abolition  by  law  did  not  occur  until 
1784.  The  last  of  the  Rhode  Island  slaves  was  James  Howland,  who 
died  in  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  January  3tl,  1859,  aged  100  years. 

JOHN  BKOWX. 

Mr.  John  Brown's  letter  is  interesting,  as  showing  his  activity  in  pro- 
curinir  cannon  for  the  defenses  at  Bristol  FeiTV,  Field's  Point  and  Paw- 
tuxet,  at  a  time  when  danger  appeared  immintnt.  At  the  latter  place, 
he  says,  the  people  were  desirous  to  know  what  guns  they  might  expect, 
so  that  they  could  fix  their  embrasures  accordingly.  He  apologizes  for 
any  seeming  forwardness  in  tlie  matter  on  the  ground  that  the  Commit- 
tee having  so  mm-h  business  on  liand,  this  might  eseape  their  attention 
unless  particul.irly  reminded  of  it.  In  a  postjscript.  he  says:  "As  there 
seems  to  be  different  minds  on  the  proprielyof  fortifying  at  Pa wtuxet  and 
Field's  Point,  some  thinking  the  largest  guns  ought  to  be  at  tlie  former, 
and  some  at  the  latter,  I  hope  you,  gentlemen,  will  go  to  both  of  said 
places,  or  appoint  a  Committee  to  do  it,  and  determine  how  many  and 
what  size  guns  shall  be  fixed  at  each  place,  and  that  this  will  be  done  as 
soon  as  may  be.  There  is  a  good  watch  of  two  men  kept  at  Pawtuxet 
Neck  every  night,  which  will  tend  very  greatly  to  the  preservation  of 
what  cannon  may  be  fixed  there." 

Mr.  Brown  was  a  younger  brother  of  Joseph,  and  as  an  enterprising 
and  successfid  merchant  of  Providence,  exerted  a  commanding  intlii- 
ence  in  his  native  town  and  in  the  State.  His  patriotism  was  uneq,uivo- 
cal.  He  organized  the  party  that,  under  ll>e  lead  of  Capt.  Abraham 
Whipple,  attacked  and  burned  the  British  sloop-of-war  Gaspce,  June  9tli, 
1772.  He  was  seven  times  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Islam!,  anil  the  many  trusts  imposed  upon  him  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  is  indicative  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  judgment  and  integ- 
rity. In  1784  he  succeeded  Dr.  Jonathan  Arnold  as  delegate- to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  from  179!)  to  1801  was  a  Representative  in  the 
Uniteil  States  Congress.  He  died  September  20lh,  1803,  ia  the  66th  y*ar 
of  his  age. 

WlLLIASr  BARTOX. 

The  letter  of  Colonel  Barton,  besides  its  interest  as  an  autograph,  re- 
calls the  name  of  an  old  resident  of  Providence,  whose  military  services 
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during  the  Revolutionary  war  won  for  him  an  imperishable  fame.  His 
most  conspicuous  act,  and  by  which  he  became  most  extensively  known, 
was  the  capture  of  General  Richard  Prescolt  and  his  aid-de-camp,  Major 
William  Barrington,  in  their  quarters  at  the  Overing  house,  so  called, 
situated  in  Portsmouth  about  five  miles  from  Newport,  on  the  west  side 
of  Rhode  Island.*  The  expedition  comprised  forty-one  men,  who  pro- 
ceeded, as  is  well  known,  in  boats  from  Warwick  Neck.  It  was  a  bold 
and  hazardous  adventure,  guarded,  as  the  Bay  was,  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  operations,  by  three  British  vessels  of  war,  but  was  accomplished 
on  the  night  of  July  6th,  1777,  without  loss  or  damage  to  the  Colonel's 
party. 

It  is  not  intended  to  repeat  here  the  details  of  a  story  that  has  been  so 
well  told  by  Mrs.  Williams  and  others.  But  it  m.ay  not  be  out  of  pl.ice 
to  say,  that  the  Gener.al  Assembly,  in  recognition  of  this  important 
achievement,  besides  passing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  gallant  forty-one, 
placed  SI, 150  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Barton  "  to  be  divided  between  him 
and  the  other  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers," 
in  proportion  to  their  pay  respectively.  From  the  letter  above  referred  to,  it 
appears  the  Colonel  generously  gave  up  his  share  on  condition  that  the  offi- 
cers associated  with  him  would  consent  to  have  the  money  divided  equally 
between  themselves  and  the  men,  which  they  did.  The  General  Assembly 
also  voted  to  recommend  Colonel  Barton  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
parly  to  the  notice  of  General  Washington,  "for  promotion  according  to 
their  merits."  The  tidings  of  Prescott's  capture  were  speedily  conveyed 
to  Congress,  and  that  body  voted  to  present  a  sword  to  Colonel  Barton, 
"  as  a  permanent  evidence  of  the  just  sense"  entertained  by  them  of  his 
address  and  gallant  behavior  on  that  occasion.  The  sword  was  received 
through  General  Knox,  Secretary  of  War,  in  August,  1766,  the  circum- 
stances of  the  war  having  caused  an  unavoidable  delay  in  its  manufac- 
ture, t 

It  was  early  in  1775  that  young  Barton,  obeying  the  call  of  his  coun- 
try, entered  tlie  army  with  the  rank  of  Corporal,  and  joined  the  Provin- 
cial forces  near  Boston  shortly  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  was 
soon  promoted  to  be  Adjutant  of  the  first  regiment  for  Providence 
County,  then  Captain-lieutenant,  then  Major  of  brigade  for  Providence 
County,  then  Major  of  the  Colony's  brigade,  then  Lieutenant-colonel,  and 
finally  Colonel  in  the  State  Militia.    In  1778  he  was  commissioned  Colo- 

*  This  house  was  many  years  ago  destroyed  by  flie,  a  fact  not  generally  known. 
t  Knox's  letter  to  Col.  Barton. 
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nel  in  the  continental  army,  having  resigned  his  State  commission.  In 
the  final  settlement  of  his  military  accounts  with  the  State  in  1782.  there 
appeared  to  be  due  to  him  the  sum  of  £852.1.11.  In  paymenlof  this  the 
General  Assembly  gave  him  a  clear  title  in  fee  simple  to  a  confiscated 
estate  of  Thomas  Bannister,  in  Newport,  and  forty  acres  of  confiscated 
land  in  South  Kingstown. 

In  1788,  Colonel  Barton  was  elected  State  Adjutant  General,  and  in 
1802  was  commissioned  Major-general  of  the  militia  of  Rhode  Island, 
lie  twice  rejiresented  Pioviilcnce  in  the  General  Assembly,  wiis  two 
years  Collector  of  Impost  for  Bristol  County,  wjis  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Providence  to  the  Convention  that  .adopted  the  Constitution  of  tlio 
United  States,  and  in  1791  w:is  chosen  a  Justice  of  llie  Court  of  Com^mon 
Pleas  for  Bristol  County. 

In  1781,  Colonel  Barton  obtainoil  a  grant  of  a  townsliip  of  land,  wliich 
now  bears  his  name,  situ.ated  in  tlie  County  of  Orleans,  Vermont,  and  in 
1796  a  settlement  was  begun  by  Jonathan  Allyne,  Asa  Kimball,  James 
M.ay  and  John  Kimball.  If  the  Colonel  (now  Genei'.al)  anticipated,  as 
he  doubtless  did,  great  peciuiiary  benefit  from  his  purchase,  he  was 
doomed  to  be  disappointed.  His  title  to  a  portion  of  liis  land  was  dis- 
puted, a  succession  of  lawsuits  followed,  and  finally  tlie  costs  were 
thrown  upon  him  in  consequence  of  tlie  inability  of  his  opponent  to  pay. 
This  he  regarded  as  so  unjust  that  he  refused  to  disch.arge  the  dem.and, 
and  for  fourteen  yp.ars  remained  on  the  jail  limits  in  the  town  of  Dan- 
ville. From  this  situation  he  was  released  by  General  T^afayette,  while 
in  this  country  in  1824,  and  in  his  old  age  wiis  permitted  to  return  to  his 
native  Stale.  General  Barton  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  Barton,  and  vvjis 
born  in  Warren,  II.  I.,  May  SOtli,  1748.  He  married  Klioda  Carver,  of 
Bridgewater,  M.ass.  He  was  a  man  of  genial  temperament  and  of  un- 
doubted patriotism.  He  was  by  trade  a  hatter,  and  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness in  Providence.  His  home  at  the  time  of  his  decejise  was  on  tlie  site 
now  occupied  by  the  Blackstone  Block,  on  Weybosset  street.  He  died 
October  22d,  1831,  aged  85  years,  and  was  buried  with  military  honors. 

The  milit.ary  services  rendered  by  Colonel  Barton  in  Rhode  Island, 
r.ank  with  the  most  important  performed  within  the  State.  The  gu.arding 
of  the  East  passage,  successfully  maintained  by  him  at  Tiverton,  against 
the  ascent  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy,  was  essential  to  the  safety 
not  only  of  all  the  shore  town.'i  along  Mount  Hope  an<l  Xarragansett 
Bays,  but  to  Providence  itself;  and  the  capture  of  Piescott  lifted  the 
cloud   which  the  possession  of  Newport  and  the  control  of  the  lower 
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waters  of  the  Xarragansett  by  the  enemy,  had  caused  to  settle  upon  the 
State.  It  sent  joy  not  only  to  every  Rlunle  Island  household,  but  to  every 
part  of  the  Confederation.  The  future  historian,  true  to  the  record  of 
events,  will  not  fail  to  write  his  name  on  the  roll  of  the  noblest  leadersof 
llie  time. 

CHRISTOrnEK   I.II'PITT. 

A  Revolutionary  relic  of  intei'est  is  a  pair  of  Andirons,  presented  to 
our  Cabinet  by  Mrs.  Caleb  Congdon,  of  Cranston.  These  were  originally 
the  property  of  Colonel  Christopher  Lippilt  and  were  used  by  him  a.s  a 
part  of  his  Camp  equip:ige.  while  in  command  of  a  Rhode  Island  regi- 
ment, from  1775  to  1778.  Colonel  Lippitt  «-as  a  brave  and  energetic  otfi- 
cer,  and  with  his  regiment  served  under  Washington  in  the  memorable 
campaign  in  New  Jereey.  Of  this  regiment,  the  late  venerable  John 
Howland.  the  second  Presideni  of  our  Society,  and  a  private  in  (Captain 
David  Uexter's  comp.onj-,  under  Colonel  Lippitt,  relates  the  following  in- 
cident, of  which  he  was  an  eye  witness : 

"  On  the  3lst  day  of  December,  1776,  the  day  on  which  the  term  of  en- 
listment of  the  Conlinentiil  troops  expired,  the  remnant  of  all  the  divi- 
sions, brigades  or  regiments,  which  had  composed  the  army  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign,  together  with  a  company  of  volunteers  from  Phila- 
delphia, were  paraded.  The  brigade  to  which  we  were  attached  w:»s 
composed  of  live  regiments,  three  of  which,  (Varnum's,  Hitchcock's  and 
Lippitt"sJ  were  from  Rhotle  Island;  and  the  other  two.  (Nixon's  and 
Little's.)  were  from  Massachusetts.  Colonel  Daniel  Hitchcocli,  the  old- 
est Colonel  present,  commanded  tliis  Brigade.  Of  the  number  of  men, 
Lippitt's  counted  more  tlmn  one  third.  This  was  the  time  that  tried  both 
soul  :uid  body.  We  were  standing  on  frozen  ground,  covered  with 
snow.  The  hope  of  the  Commander-in-chief  was  sustained  by  these  half 
frozen,  half  starved  men,  th.it  he  could  persuade  them  to  volunteer  for 
another  month.  He  made  llic  attempt,  and  succeeded.  He  directed 
Gener.al  Mifflin  to  address  our  brigade.  Seated  on  a  noble  looking  horse, 
and  himself  clothed  in  an  overcoat  made  up  of  a  large  roso-blanket.  and 
a  large  fur  cap  on  his  head,  the  General  made  a  powerful  harrangue, 
persuading  us  to  remain  a  month  or  si.x  weeks  longer  in  service.  It  was 
expected  that  in  that  time  the  Sl.ates  would  send  on  reinforcements  to  lake 
our  places,  and  he  did  not  doubt  before  that  time  we  should  be  able  to 
expel  the  enemy  from  New  Jersey.  He  made  some  promises,  perhaps 
without  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  which  were  never  fulfilled 
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He  said  every  thing  taken  from  the  enemy  daring  the  mnnth  should  be  the 
prDperty  of  the  nii-n,  and  the  value  of  it  divided  among  them.  These 
promises,  although  tliey  had  no  weight  or  effect  in  imluiing  the  men  to 
engage,  ought  to  have  been  fulfilled,  though  nt  the  time  they  were  made 
no  one  could  suppose  it  prr)bable  we  should  take  stores  or  bagg-.ige  from 
the  enemy,  who  had  six  men  to  our  one  then  iu  Jersey. 

"  At  the  close  of  his  speech  the  General  required  all  who  agreed  to 
remain  to  poise  their  fire-locks.  The  poising  commenced  by  some  of  each 
platoon,  an  i  w.as  followed  by  the  whole  line.  Our  regiment  (Lippitfs) 
having  been  at  first  a  State,  and  not  what  was  called  a  Continental,  was 
enlisted  for  a  year  from  the  I81I1  of  January.  Of  coui-se.  we  had  legally 
to  serve  eiglilecn  dajs  longer.  But  this  w:is  not  known  to  the  other 
troops,  and  probably  not  to  General  Mifflin  himself.  But  it  made  no  dif- 
ference, we  all  (loised  with  the  rest. 

"Through  this  day,  (December  3lst,)  the  weather  was  mild,  and  it 
began  to  thaw.  In  the  evening  we  were  paraded  and  ordered  to  march. 
Jvone  of  us  knew  where  we  were  bound.  We  only  perceived  we  were 
going  westward,  and  at  daylight  in  the  morning  we  found  ourselves  at 
Trenton,  which  we  had  left  two  days  before.  From  the  badness  of  the 
road,  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  accidents  to  the  artillery  cairiages, 
or  the  falling  of  a  horse,  &c.,  we  thus  consumed  the  whole  night  in  the 
march.  We  quartriied  in  the  houses  occupied  by  the  Hes.sians  the  week 
Ijefore.  We  had  kindled  our  fires,  and  got  on  our  kettles,  and  were  col- 
lecting from  our  knapsacks  or  pockets,  a  stray  remnant  of  bread  or 
tainted  pork,  when  the  drums  beat  to  arms.  Hungry,  tired,  and  sleepy, 
we  swallowed  our  half-cooked  food,  placed  the  camp  kettles  in  the 
wagons,  .-ind  leaving  the  comfort  of  houses  we  had  not  lately  enjoyed, 
formed  the  line  for  m.arcUing.'"* 

After  leaving  the  .army,  in  which  he  had  served  with  honorable  repute. 
Colonel  Lippitt  wa-s  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  Brigadier-gene- 
ral of  militia,  and  commanded  a  brigade  on  Rhode  Island  while  the 
French  troops  under  Rochambeau  occupied  Newport,  in  1780. 

The  Colonel  was  desceniled  in  the  fit'th  generation  from  .John  Lippitt,  one 
of  the  tifty-two  persons,  who,  in  1638,  had  "home  lots"' in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  who  subsequently  settled  in  Warwick,  where,  in  InOo.  his 
name  is  foimd  on  "  Ye  roll  of  Freemen."  He  was  the  son  of  Chri.^iopher 
and  Catherine  (Holden)  Lippitt,  and  wsis  bom  October  28lh,  17-14.     He 

*  iife  of  novrland,  pp.  TO-Ti 
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man-led  (J[:irch  23,  1777,)  Waite  Han-is,  daughter  of  William  and 
Patience  (Ulark)  Han-is,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  children.  He  e.arly 
took  part  in  pidjlic  aflfairs,  and  for  six  ye:irs  represented  the  town  of 
Cranston  in  the  General  Assembly.  In  17*4  he  w.as  .appointed  a  manager 
of  a  lottery,  granted  by  the  General  Assembly  to  aid  Jeremi.ah  Hopkins, 
of  Coventry,  in  raising  $200  for  ihe  purpose  of  establishing  the  business 
of  a  Gunsmith.  In  1775  he  was  chosen  Colonel  of  the  third  regiment  of 
militia  for  Providence  County,  and  in  1776  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
second  regiment.  From  this  time  until  1784  he  appears  to  have  been  con- 
stantly connected  with  military  afl'airs.  On  i-etiring  from  the  army  Colo- 
nel Lippitt  returned  to  his  home  at  "  Lippitt  Hill,"  Cranston,  whei-e  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  June  17th,  1824,  in 
the  60th  year  of  his  .age.  His  funeral  took  place  on  the  20th.  An  obitu- 
ary notice  of  him,  published  in  the  Providence  Patriot,  says : 

"  He  was  early  called  to  fill  many  iraport.ant  public  stations,  the  duties 
of  whicli  he  discharged  with  honor  to  himself  and  fidelity  to  his  country; 
his  patriotism  was  tested  at  Tiverton  and  Princeton,  during  our  Revolu- 
tionary struggle,  as  well  as  on  other  occasions.  As  the  early  part  of  his 
life  was  devoted  to  his  country,  so  was  the  latter  devoted  to  his  God ;  .and 
he  left  the  world  in  the  full  belief  of  the  christian  religion."* 

ISRAEL    ANGKLL. 

In  addition  to  the  donation  from  Mr.  Randall,  already  noticed,  he  has 
•presented  the  Society  witli  two  letters  written  by  Colonel  Israel  Angell, 
while  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  a  complete  printed  Roster  of 
the  second  battalion  of  Rhode  Island  troops,  comprising  298  men,  "ex- 
amined from  the  several  lists  of  returns,"  by  Mnjor  Simeon  Thayer,  who 
served  under  him,  and  attested  by  Henry  Ward,  Secretary  of  St.ate. 

Colonel  Angell  was  the  son  of  Oliver  and  Naoma  (Smith)  Angell,  and 
was  born  in  North  Providence,  August  24th,  1740.    He  was  descended  in 

*  The  late  .Judge  Benjamin  Cowell,  in  l]i3  "  .Spirit  of  '7(i  in  Rhode  Island,"  pub- 
lished in  IWO,  says :  •'  A  few  years  ago  we  had  an  autobiographical  sketch  of  Col. 
Lippitt  put  into  our  hands,  which  he  had  prepared  at  the  request  of  some  of  his 
relatives,  written  in  his  plain  and  unostentatious  style,  commencing  with  his 
early  life.  This  sketch  we  were  obliged  to  part  with,  and  to  use  as  evidence  after 
his  death  in  the  prosecution  of  some  claims  of  his  family  on  government,  on  ac- 
count of  his  military  services  in  the  Uevolutiouary  war.  We  regret  this,  as  this 
sketch  would  have  t>een  very  interesting  to  our  readers."    p.  303. 
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the  fifth  genoralinn  from  Thomas  Angoll,  wlio  came  to  tliis  CDUiitry  in 
the  sumo  ship  with  Roger  Williams.' 

At  the  comm<'iK-iMiic"nt  of  the  Hovolutionary  movement,  Colonel  Angell 
gave  himself  in  hearty  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom.  In  May,  1775, 
he  was  commissioned  Major  in  the  Providence  County  regiment  of  the 
Rhode  Island  .\rmy  of  (Observation.  This  regiment  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  Daniel  Ililcheock.  In  1776  he  was  commissioned  Lieutenant- 
colonel.  In  1777  he  Wivs  in  command  of  a  batfcdion  with  Washington  in 
New  .Jersey,  and  .lunc  33d,  1780,  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of 
Springfield.  On  that  occasion  he,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy  men, 
held  in  check  for  forty  minutes  the  enimiy,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  in  their 
attempt  to  force  a  passage  across  a  bridge  int(<  the  village,  but  was  finally 
ohlig(ul  to  retire  with  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  Of  this  brave 
defence  General  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Greene,  wrote  .is 
follows:  "The  gall.-mt  behavior  of  Colonel  AngelVs  regiment, on  the 23d 
inst.  at  Springfiidd,  reflect.s  the  highest  honor  upon  the  officers  and  men. 
They  disputed  an  important  pass  with  so  obstinate  bravery  tliat  they  lost 
upwards  of  forty  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  before  they  gave  up 
their  ground  to  a  vastly  superiority  of  force."  Governor  Greene,  in  com- 
municating this  commendation  to  C'ohmel  Angell.  his  ofiicers  and  men, 
by  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  said  : 

•' AVe  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  returning  our  most  sincere  thanks 
to  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  in  general,  belonging  to  the  regiment,  for  that 
bravery,  patriotism  and  perseverance,  and  those  military  virtues  mani- 
fested on  all  occasions  similar  to  those  exhibited  by  the  famous  legions 
of  Home,  in  the  shining  periods  of  the  history  of  that  Kepublic;  and  it 
gives  us  the  most  sensible  pleasure  to  reflect  that  the  historic  p.age  of 
America  will  not  pass  over  in  silence  the  services  of  a  regiment  of  oui's 

so  meritorious. "t 

In  recognition  of  liis  bravery  and  military  services,  Colonel  Angell  re- 
ceived twogold  med.ds,— one  from  Washington,  and  the  other  from  Lafay- 
ette.   At  the  close  of  the  war  he  exchangcil  the  excitement  and  cares 

•Tliomas  Anffoll  was  one  of  the  five  Coiniiiissioners  from  Providence,  olectedln 
lOiii,  tonialvelawsfortlie  Colony.  He  at  (lillerent  times  lu'ltl  various  oftices  of  trust 
an<l  lionor.  Ue  owned  tlie  land  >ipon  wbicli  tbc  flrst  Baptist  meeting  liouse  and 
tlic  Higli  sobool  now  stand.  By  Ills  wife  Alice  lie  had  seven  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  John,  married  Kuth.  daughter  of  William  Field,  the  oiiginnl  settler  of 
Field's  Point.  Thomas  Angell  died  in  li!'.)4,  at  about  the  iigc  of  "G  years,  and  his 
will  was  proved  by  the  town  council,  September  ISth,  same  year. 
tCol.  Kec,  Vol.  IX.  p.  U7. 
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of  army  life  for  tlic  quietness  of  a  rural  lionifi  in  Jolmslon,  where  lie 
passed  the  residue  of  his  days,  made  still  more  eomfortalile  in  his  latter 
years  by  a  pension  of  SGOO.  lie  died  May  4th,  183'2,  at  the  ai;e  of  nearly 
ninety-one  years.  lie  was  thi-ee  times  married,  and  was  the  father  of 
seventeen  {■hildren.  The  public  reconls  show  him  to  have  been  an  active, 
efficient  and  reliable  olficer.  The  author  of  the  "  Genealogy  of  the  Angell 
faniily  "  s.-iys  that  about  1840  the  late  lion.  Anson  Burlingame,  a  great 
grandson  of  the  Colonel,  collected  the  family  papers  and  records  with 
the  intention  of  writing  his  biography— an  intention  never  accomplished. 
The  letters  before  referred  to,  written  by  Colonel  Angell  to  his  brother 
Hope,  are  of  suffi"ient  interest,  as  mementoes  of  the  Revolution,  to  be 
here  preserved  in  durable  form  ;* 

LETTERS  TO  HOPE  ANGEI.L. 

Pkospfct  Hii.l,  December  the  1st,  1775. 

Dear  Ri;f)TllER: — I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  I  Still 
Enjoy  that  Ble.ssing  which  is  my  health,  God  be  praised;  and  I  hope  that 
You  and  all  yours  Receive  the  Same  blessing.  I  was  informed  by  Our 
brother  Elisha  that  there  were  no  nails  to  be  had  in  Providence,  butthat 
you  thought  likely  there  were  Some  in  Newport.  If  there  is,  pray 
Brother,  send  and  get  them,  and  See  that  one  Room  is  finished  this  win- 
ter, otherwise  I  Shall  be  very  Discontented  about  my  family.  Let  Me  Unow 
what  Sum  of  money  j'ou  Shall  want  to  Carry  on  the  Business  and  I  will 
Send  it  as  Soon  as  possible.  There  are  no  Nails  to  be  had  in  this  part  of 
the  world. 

What  news  We  have  I  Suppose  you  will  hear  of  long  before  this  reaches 
You.  The  privateers  from  M.arblel>ead  have  taken  a  brig  from  England 
to  Boston,  Loaded  with  warlike  Stores;  one  Brass  13-inch  Mortar,  Bed 
and  all  Complete,  2  Brass  Six  pounders,  3,000  Kings  Arms,  a  great 
Quantity  of  Cannon  Shot  And  cartridges  for  both  Cannon  and  Small 
.arms,  a  Number  of  carbines,  and  in  Short  Every  war  like  article  that 
(Jan  be  Mentioned,— all  of  which  ;ux'  coming  out  to  Candiridge  and  other 
places  Jrom  the  Sea  Shore. t    A  m-'lancholy  alfair  happened  a  few  days 

*  Hope  .VngL'lI  was  born  in  North  Providence,  R,  I,,  .Miivch  iSth,  1742,  and  inlier- 
iteil  the  homesteiiU,  now  known  as  the  Asylum  or  Poor  Farm.  He  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  Town  Clerk.  He  appears  at  tliis  time  to- have  been  left  in  charge  of 
Colonel  Israel's  home.  He  manned  Avis  OIney,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  children, 
seven  sons  and  live  daughters.  The  third  daughter,  Deborah,  man-ied  Eev.  Asa 
Messer,  D.  D.,  President  of  lirowu  University. 

t  This  was  probably  the  British  brig  Naney,  captured  about  the  last  of  Novem- 
ber, 177.1,  by  (;aptain  Jolia  Manly,  who  then  commanded  the  Lee  privateer.  The 
prize  was  brought  into  Cape  Ann  Harbor,  (Gloucester,)  fi'om  whence  the  cargo 
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past  at  DedliMra.  Col.  IIiintin:;ton"s  Wife  fVoni  Connecti'Uit,  hangfil  her- 
self there.  She  w;us  Governor  Trumbiill's  Daui^hter  of  Conneotioiil.  & 
Sister  to  our  Comniiss-iry  General  in  Camhrid.^ro.*  Brollier  I  am  miicli 
alarmed  At  the  X(!\vs  of  the  Conchict  of  the  people  in  Proviilence  And 
the  towns  Adjacent,  to  hear  that  ihey  nvt;  likely  to  Rise  in  mobs  on  the 
aceonnt  of  Sail's  rising  and  Some  other  Small  Aitieles  I  beg  of  Kvery 
honest  and  well  me.mt  Person,  butli  in  town  and  <onntry,  to  E.xert  them 
Selves  to  The  utmost  of  tlu^r  power  to  .Suppress  any  riotous  proceedings 
Among  yotw  .Selves,  Hspeeially  at  this  time.  J-or  God  .Sake  Lei  us  unite 
all  as  one  in  Amerie.-i.  If  we  don't,  but  fall  at  variance  among  our 
Selves,  of  all  God's  Creation  we  Sliall  be  the  most  Jliserable.  So  no 
more  at  present. 

Yours,  iS:e., 

ISUAiCL  Axr.EH-.t 

was  conveyed  by  tfams  to  Cambridge.  The  mortar  referred  to  i>iT)Ted  a  valuable 
and  timely  acquisition.  It  was  named  tlie  Congress,  and  was  "pronounced  to  be 
the  noblest  piece  of  onlnance  ever  landed  in  America  "  This  mortar  was  used 
in  driving  the  liritish  out  of  Boston.  The  Providence  6'(jjf«e.  of  JJecurabcr  ath, 
177.3,  contains  a  complete  invoice  of  the  cargo  of  tl\e  prize,  comprising  neax'ly  or 
quite  every  description  of  anicles  used  in  the  lield  or  in  camp. 

*'-Triunbuirs  sister,  the  wife  of  Coloi>el  Huntington,  received  such  a  shock  fron> 
what  slie  saw,  that  she  went  nnnl.  and  soon  after  died."  Life  General  Xathanael 
Greene,  i  :  p.  1U8.     TrumhuWA  Autohiogrnpfiy,  p.  22. 

fGeneral  Natlianael  Greene  was  stationed  at  Prosijcct  Hill,  in  command  of. 
seven  regiments,  comprising  the  left  wing  of  an  army  or5,li77  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  general  Cliarlcs  l.ee,  whose  licadquarters  were  In  a  farm  hoase 
notfarfrom  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Colonel  .fames  iMitchell  Vamnm  with  his  rcgimcnr 
of  Rhode  Island  men,  was  at  the  same  time  stationed  at  Winter  Hill.  Belonging 
to  this  regiment  were  .lohn  Anthony  Aborn  and  Christopher  Thornton,  both  of 
whom.  September.'!.  1775,  were  siek  in  the  hospital.  On  the  recommendation  of 
General  l.'reene.  they  were  permitted  by  General  Lee  to  return  home  on  leave  o£ 
absence  for  live  weiks  forthe  recovery  of  their  health.  Young  Aborn.  a  lad  about 
fourteen  years  of  age,  was  a  son  of  Colonel  Samuel  Aborn,  a  prominent  and  imtrl- 
otie  citizen  of  Pawtuxet.  General  Greene,  In  his  letter  introducing  the  Colonel  to- 
General  Lee,  speaks  of  nim  as  "a  gentleman  of  good  character  and  a  family  oC 
distinction,"  who ''from  his  public  spirit  has  permitted  his  son  to  enter  the  ser. 
vice."  Colonel  Aborn  was  adniittetl  freeman  in  17.17.  and  was  elected  Deputy  to- 
the  General  Assembly  in  1772.  The  Colony  chartered  of  him,  for  public  uses,  the 
sloop  Sally,  which  was  taken  by  the  enemy.  For  this  loss,  the  General  Treasurer, 
in  1776,  was  authorized  to  pay  him  $1,(100.  In  177(1,  Christopher  Thornton,  above 
named,  was  a  private  ia  Ca^jtaiu  TourU'Uot's  company.  Colonel  .i\jchibald  Crary's. 
regiment. 
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Phillips  Borrough,  Nov'r  '.(th,  1776. 
Loving  Brother;— 


As  to  News  we  h:i  ve  plenty  of  it  liere,  but  I  shall  write  iioiio  but  whnt 
may  be  relied  on,  Except  the  Battle  we  have  lately  hail  liere,  which 
though  I  Saw  it  with  my  own  Eyes  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End,  and 
have  Since  been  over  the  ground  Several  times,  and  Viewed  tlie  places 
where  the  Slain  were  buried,  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  particular  Ac- 
count of  the  Number  Slain;  It  is  Said  here  that  there  were  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Americans  Killed  and  400  of  the  Enemy;  I  believe  then;  was 
that  number  Killed  and  wounded ;  but  had  the  Enemy  advanced  up  to 
our  lines,  as  they  attempted,  there  would  have  been  such  .a  Slaughter  as 
Never  was  yet  Seen  in  America.  We  had  four  lines  drawn  (,nc  above 
another,  with  breastworks  thrown  np  of  more  than  half  a  mile  in  length, 
and  manned  four  deep,  but  the  Enemy  has  thought  proper  not  to  attack 
our  works,  as  we  had  gotten  upon  So  advantageous  a  Ridge  of  Mountains, 
So  they  have  Withdrawn  tlieir  forces  and  retreated  hack  as.vin.  Tlie  m.-iin 
body  of  their  Army  has  gone  back  as  far  as  King's  bii<lge,  though  one 
Division  has  gone  to  the  north  river,  and  it  is  thought  are  going  to  the 
Jerseys  to  take  our  Stores  there:  Several  Brigades  are  already  ordered 
over  to  the  Jerseys,  and  1  Expect  great  part  of  the  army  will  Soon  be 
Sent  there.  It  is  Shocking  to  see  what  Destruction  these  inhuman  Sav- 
ages have  made  where  they  have  Gone.  What  few  friends  we  had  here 
most  of  them  got  their  Eftects  .aw.ay,  but  the  tories  put  Such  Confidence 
in  their  brethren  that  were  Coming  to  protect  them,  that  they  would 
not  move  their  goods  nor  their  C;ittle,  but  most  of  their  Cattle  were 
drove  back  by  our  people,  all  except  those  that  the  owners  kept  hid ;  but 
when  the  Enemy  Came  they  made  no  Distinction,  but  stripped  both  whig 
and  tory  of  Every  thing  they  had,  So  tliat  there  is  many  a  poor  Scoundrel 
of  .a  tory  now  left  to  the  mercy  of  his  Country,  having  not  one  morsel  of 
Meat  nor  hread.  nor  one  Suit  of  Clothes  to  his  back,  nor  even  one  in  the 
family,  though  perhaps  he  may  liave  a  large  family. 

Wlien  we  were  retreating  and  driving  back  tlie  Cattle,  the  tories  were 
Cursing  us.  Saying  what  is  this  liberty?  but  now  they  Come  Le.aring 
among  us  after  their  Cattle,  .and  Seem  as  Smiling  to  ihink  their  Cattle 
were  Saved  for  them,  .and  breathe  out  the  heaviest  Cuises  ag.-iinst  the 
ministerial  party,  as  they  plundered  them  of  everj  thing  they  had,  and 
Never  oftered  them  one  Copper  for  any  thing  took.  This  plimdering  of 
the  tories  greatly  Rejoices  me,  but  our  friends  I  am  Sorry  for.  The  De- 
struction and  Desolation  in  this  Country  is  amazing;  40  miles  extent  of 
Country,  .and  a  glorious  Country  too,  1-aid  waste,  and  I  believe  I  may 
Venture  to  assert  that  there  has  been  100,000  bushels  of  wheat  Destroyed. 
We  h.ave  had  news  this  day  that  Portugal  has  declared  war  against  the 
States  of  America,  which  if  it  is  true  will  involve  all  England  and 
Amcricain  awar  before  ISMonthsare  toan  End,  for  France  and  Spain  will 
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ImniPilirxtcly  Declare  war  against  England,  ami  ills  thought  hero  by  many 
that  war  is  already  declared  in  France  .-vgainst  England,  and  thai  the 
britisli  troops  here  have  heard  of  it,  by  Some  speeches  that  the  inliabit- 
ants  heard  t!iem  make  the  day  before  they  Retreated,  as  they  said  it 
was  Damnd  news,  and  the  Damnd  Rebels  would  Soon  Know  it;  but  the 
Consequence  would  be  tlioy  must  Strike  their  Tents  ami  go  back.  M.ay 
God  bless  America. 

******* 

From  Your  Loving  Brother, 

Israel  Angell. 
The  Letter  Directed  to  Esek  Young  I   delivered  to  his  Brother,  as  he 
Wiis  Sick  in  hospilJil,  but  getting  well. 

The  battle  referred  to  in  Colonel  Angell's  letter,  is  known  in  American 
history  as  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  which  took  place  on  the  28th  Octo- 
ber, 1776.  Mr.  Ilowland,  already  quoted,  page  40,  jvho  was  a  witness  of, 
though  not  a  participant  in,  the  action,  thus  describes  it:  "  In  the  morn, 
ing  of  that  day,  a  large  detachment  of  British  appeared  ascending  the 
highland  opposite  to  us,  and  the  action  soon  commenced.  It  w,ns  a  severe 
conflict  and  we  expected  every  moment  to  be  ordered  to  recnforce  the 
combatants;  but  it  appears  that  our  comm:inder-in-chief  did  not  intend 
to  risk  a  general  action  while  the  enemy  had  such  a  vastly  superior  force, 
but  only  to  fight  by  detachments.  We  tliercfore  stood  under  arms  and 
with  our  cannon  loaded,  as  silent  spectators  of  the  conflict.  It  was  the 
first  battle  I  had  ever  seen,  and  the  roar  of  musketry  for  more  than  half 
an  hour,  resembled  the  sound  of  fifty  drums  in  continual  roll.  With 
more  than  a  thousand  muskets  in  continual  discharge,  there  were  no  in- 
tervals of  sound ;  but  the  sound  of  the  cannon  w.as  distinct  above  the 
roaring  of  the  musketry.  General  Putnam  advanced  up  the  west  end  of 
the  hill  with  a  body  of  men  to  cover  the  retreat  if  necessary.  At  length 
the  two  armies,  as  if  mutually  tired  of  the  conflict,  drew  apart,  and  each 
endeavored  to  remove  their  wounded.  On  our  part,  Colonel  Smallwood, 
esteemed  a  valuable  officer,  fell  in  the  contest." 

Colonel  Robert  II.  llamson.  Secretary  to  General  Washington,  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  the'  President  of  Congress,  ^*ritlen  the  day  after  the 
battle,  says:  "Our  loss  is  not  certainly  known;  but,  from  conjecture,  is 
between  four  and  five  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  What 
theirs  [the  enemyl  was,  we  have  not  heard."  Gordon  thinks  the  loss 
here  stated  is  too  hirge  JIarshall  s:iys,  "  the  loss  on  both  sides  w.as  sup- 
posed to  have  been  about  equ:il;  that  of  the  Americans  was  between 
throe  and  four  hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  taken."   The  British  General 
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Howe,  in  his  report  of  tli«  action,  ■writes:  "the  killed,  wounrled  anil 
prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  course  of  the  day  are  said  to  be 
not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty."*  After  this  battle  the  American 
troops  wei-e  withdrawn  to  North  Castle. 

To  the  foregoing  memorials  of  the  Revolution,  are  added  the  following 
letters,  now  for  the  first  time  printed.  They  illu.strate  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  their  authors,  and  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  :i  century,  will  be  read  with 
special  interest; 

LETTER  FROM  GOVEItNOR  SAMUEL  WARD,  OF  RHODE  ISLAND,  TO  GENERAL 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON,    CAMBRIDGE,    MASS.f 

Philadelphia,  17th  September,  1775. 
Dear  .Sir: — Having  nothing  of  immediate  Consequence  to  communi- 

*  Dr.  Solomon  Drowne,  who  was  a  hospital  surgeon  at  White  Plains  at  the  time 
■of  the  hattle,  estimates  the  killed  at  30  or  40,  and  the  wound.-d  at  80  or  90, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  foUowins  extract  of  a  letter  to  his  brother  William.  Of  the 
■men  taken  prisoners,  and  of  the  missing,  he  makes  no  mention.  These  would 
probably  swell  the  aggrogate  to  at  least  the  number  stated  in  General  Howe's  re- 
port, possibly  more.  The  statements  of  all  the  historical  authorities  quoted,  ap. 
pear  to  have  been  predicated  upon  common  report  rather  than  upon  offlclal  sta- 
tistics.   This  will  account  for  apparent  discrepancies ; 

"  General  Hospital,  Soeth  Castle,  November  1.3, 1776. 

*'  I  cannot  let  tliis  pass  to  yon  without  acquainting  you  with  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affairs  here.  In  the  last  engagement,  which  was  at  a  place  near  White 
Plains,  the  number  killed  on  our  side  was,  I  believe,  30  or  40,  though  have  had  no 
certain  intelligence;  of  wounded,  between  80  and  9«.  The  enemy  have  since  left 
their  ground  there,  and  marched  to  a  Ferry-way  on  Hudson  river.  A  veiy  con- 
siderable part  of  our  army  has  marched  through  this  place  in  order  to  cross  the 
.riverabove,  and  meet  those  Phili.stiues  on  the  .Jersej^  shore,  should  they  attempt 
making  inroads  in  that  State.  For  my  own  part,  1  think  it  too  late  in  the  year  for 
their  going  on  another  expedition,  and  rather  suppose  they  will  repair  soon  to 
New  York  for  Winter  quarters. 

*'  This  North  Castle  is  a  disagreeable,  cold  place,  about  45  miles  from  New  York, 
and  11  or  ISfrom  Hudson  riter.  We  were  obliged  to  retreat  hither  from  our  pleas, 
ant  situation  near  King's  Bridge ,  about  three  weeks  since.  Part  of  the  time  since 
we  left  New  York  I  have  had  the  care  of  the  small  pox  hospital,  inoculated  3  after 
an  excellent  method  recommended  by  Dr.  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  it  as 
favorably  as  I  could  wish." 

t  This  letter  has  been  kindly  furnished  by  Colonel  John  Ward,  of  New  York, 
great  grandson  of  the  writer.    Governor  Samuel  Ward  was  born  in  Newport,  li.  I., 

May  27th,  1735.    He  was  chosen  Governor  of  his  native  State  in  17(12,  ajid  again  in 
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cato,  .irul  ilptormining  to  sot  (iiit  f<ir  tliis  City  in  rv  few  Days  iiftcr  tlic  Re- 
ceipl  r.f  your  favor,  I  ik'foiriHl  acknowledging  il  until  my  ai rival  here. 

I  am  greatly  oMigeil  to  yiw  for  the  very  kind  notice  which  you  were 
pleaseil  to  take  of  my  Son.  and  the  favorable  Light  in  which  you  view  him.* 
The  advantages  of  Iravellinj;  he  wants;  but  those  of  a  liber.al  Eilucalion 
he  enjoys.  He  has  seen  some  of  the  l)est  Company  in  our  Colony;  and, 
frtmi  his  moral  and  political  Principles,  I  Hatter  myself  his  Conduct  will 
make  him  not  uiiwortliy  of  your  future  Regard,  every  Instance  of  which 
I  shall  most  gratefully  acKnowle<lgc. 

17(J5,  iiiut  continuei-i  in  office  until  1707.  lie  early  took  ground  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Mother  Countiy  on  Colonial  Uiglits,  denounced  the  stamp  act  and 
the  tax  on  tea.  and  was  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress,  iu  which  he  acted  a 
conspicuous  part.  He  predicted  the  separation  of  the  Colonies  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, ami  was  Cliairmau  of  the  Committee  that  nominateil  Washington  for  Com- 
mander in-ehief  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution.  He  strongly  advocated  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  hut  did  not  live  to  sign  that  immortal  instrument. 
He  died  in  Philadelphia,  of  small  pox,  March  2r)th,1778,  in  the  lilty.lirst  year  of  his 
age.  John  Adams,  writing  some  years  subsequent  to  a  grandson  of  Governor 
Ward,  thus  describes  him : 

"  He  was  a  gentleman,  in  his  manners:  benevolent  and  amiable  in  his  disposi- 
tion; and  as  decided,  ardent  and  uniform  in  his  patriotism,  as  an j' member  of  that 
Congress.  When  be  was  seized  with  the  small  pox,  be  said  tliat  if  bis  vote  and 
voice  were  necessary  to  support  the  cause  of  his  countiy,  he  should  live;  if  not, 
he  should  die.  He  died,  and  the  cause  of  his  country  was  supported;  but  it  lost 
one  of  its  most  sincere  and  punctual  advocates." 

•Tlie  letter  here  referred  to,  addressed  by  Washington  to  Governor  Ward,  was 
dated  at  Cambridge,  August,  1775.  In  it  he  says:  '•  I  did  not  know  till  yesterday 
that  you  had  a  son  in  the  army;  to-day  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  company  at  din- 
ner together  with  General  Greene;  Colonels  Varnum  and  llitchcoclv  had  already 
done  me  that  favor.  I  think  if  occasion  should  offer,  1  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a 
good  account  of  jour  son,  as  be  seems  a,  sensible  well-informed  young  man." 
Captain  Ward  was  the  yoimgest  officer  in  the  command  of  a  coiii]>any  under 
Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  in  his  famous  expedition  against  Quebec,  in  1773.  On 
his  return  ho  was  commissioned  as  Major  in  Colonel  Christopher  Greene's  regi- 
ment of  the  Rhode  Island  line,  and  was  with  him  in  the  gallant  defence  of  the 
Fort  at  Red  Bank,  October  22. 1777.  The  same  year  he  was  aid-de-camp  to  General 
Washington.  The  next  year  lie  commanded  a  regiment  on  Rhode  Island.  He 
was  witli  Washington  in  New  .lersey.  and  througli  thi;  entire  war  his  military 
record  was  honorable  to  bis  patriotism.  Colonel  Ward  was  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University,  anil  an  original  member  of  the  Society  of  Cincinnati.  He  married 
rhcbe.  ilaughteroftiov.  William  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  hail  ten  children,  six 
sons  and  two  daughters.  He  died  in  New  York.  August  llith.  ISii,  in  the  7Glh  year 
of  his  age.  A  fu;i  account  of  Colonel  Ward's  services  may  be  found  In  Volume  VI, 
of  the  R.  I.  Historical  Society's  Collections. 
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With  Pleasure  I  observe,  tliat  ymi  have  lately  received  some  Powder, 
and  expect  some  Lead  and  Arms,  from  our  Colony.  I  hope  the  measures 
taken  by  Congress,  and  l>ytlie  Colonies,  will  furnish  you  with  such  Quan- 
tities as  will  allow  the  freest  Scope  to  your  military  Plans  and  operations. 
That  Part  of  your  Letter  relative  to  removing  the  Stock  from  the  Is- 
lands and  Sea-Coast  I  laid  before  our  General  Assembly.  I  showed  the 
necessity  of  immediately  doins  it,  in  the  most  forcible  Terms;  and  such 
measures  were  immediately  adn|)ted.  as  have,  I  imagine,  secured  all  our 
Cattle  from  the  Enemy  by  this  Time. 

The  innumerable  DifHculties  which  you  must  have  encountered,  in  the 
Command  of  nn  Army  under  different  Establishments,  in  Waul  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  regular  Supplies  of  Provisions,  .a  military  Chest,  expe- 
rienced Officers,  a  due  Organization,  and  a  hundred  other  Things,  I  have 
some,  though  not  an  adequate  Conception  of;  but,  from  the  Accounts 
whicn  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  receive  from  my  Friends  in  Congress,  I 
doubt  not  but  your  wise  and  steady  attention  to  the  Service  will  surmount 
all  Obstacles,  and  that,  bv  the  opening  of  the  next  Campaign,  you  will 
have  the  finest  Army  under  your  Command  which  ever  was  formed  in 
America.  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  Multiplicity  of  Business  in  which  you 
are  engaged,  to  flatter  myself  with  a  regular  Correspondence;  but  when- 
ever you  shall  communicate  anything  necessary  for  the  public  Good  to 
me,  you  may  rely  upon  my  best  and  constant  Endeavours,  both  in  our 
own  Colony  and  in  Congress,  to  promote  the  Service. 

I  most  cheerfully  entered  into  a  solemn  Engagement,  upon  your  Ap- 
pointment, to  support  you  with  my  Life  and  Fortune;  and  shall  most 
religiously  and  with  the  highest  Pleasure,  endeavour  to  discharge  that 
duty. 

The  Congress  began  to  do  Business  last  Wednesday,  but  many  mem- 
bers are  still  absent.  Col.  Lee,  Col.  PLirrison  and  Mr.  Jeflcrson,  and  the 
North  Carolina  Delegates,  and  some  others,  have  not  ariived.  Mr. 
Randolph  has  been  confined  with  a  fever  two  or  three  Days;  Mess. 
Wythe  and  Lee  are  under  Enoculation;  so  that  Col.  Nelson  alone atteiids 
from  your  Colony. 

We  entered  into  the  Consideration  of  yom-  Letters  yesterday.  For 
Want  of  a  thorougli  Knowledge  of  military  affairs,  it  was  not  so  well 
understood  how  an  Officer's  having  sever.-il  apiiointments  could  make 
any  DifJ'erence  in  Rank.  For  instance  how  a  General  Officer's  having  a 
Regiment  or  Company,  or  a  Field  Officer's  having  a  C(mipany  could  alter 
his  Rank.  It  seemed  to  be  the  general  Opinion,  that  all  (Officers  should 
receive  Pay  only  for  one  Commission,  and  that  their  highest;  ami  that 
when  the  Army  was  reformed,  no  Person  should  sust.ain  more  than  one 
Office.  But  some  seemed  to  apprehend,  that  if  a  General  Officer  ap- 
pointed by  his  Colony  as  Colonel  of  a  particular  Regiment,  or  a  Field 
Officer  as  Captain  of  a  Company,  were  refused  by  the  Congress  Commis- 
sions as  such,  that  the  Colonies  would  appoint  other  Colonels  and  Cap- 
tains in  their  Places.  That  this  increase  of  Officers  would  augment  the 
the  Difficulties  attending  the  Reduction  of  the  Troops,  if  such  a  Measure 
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should  bo  aiioptefl.  Upon  tlie  whole,  the  AJattur  was  lofcricil.  and  as 
soon  as  j-oiir  several  Letters  are  considered,  you  will  be  aeciuainted  with 
the  Sentiments  of  the  Congress. 

We  have  no  News  here  from  England  later  than  the  I8th  of  July. 
By  the  King's  answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commons,  of  the  City  of  I^ondon,  it  appears  he  is  determined  to  pursue 
and  enforee  his  Measures.  God  be  llianked  that  however  severe  the 
Contcsl  may  prove,  we  are  now  in  such  a  happy  way,  that  the  End  must 

be  the  Establishment  of  Americaji  I^iberty. 

*♦•***• 

Sam.  Ward. 


FROM  GEN.   r.KEENE  TO  GOV.  COOKE. 

PnoSPECT  Ilii.r,,  February  6,  1770. 
Sir:— Your  favor  the  28th  of  .January  is  now  before  me.  I  thank  you 
for  particular  statement  of  the  Government  yon  give.  I  am  exceeding 
Sorry  for  the  unhappy  diflerence  Subsisting  between  Providince  and 
Xewport.  The  .Jealousies  excited  amongst  th(;  Iidiabitants  of  the  latter, 
from  the  Military  Operations,  leaves  but  little  hope  of  a  cordial  good 
understjuiding.  However,  I  hope  the  Inhabitants  of  Providence  will  be 
very  circumspect  in  :dl  their  action  that  relates  to  the  Interest  of  New- 
port, to  leave  them  no  just  room  for  <'oui]ilaint.  You  must  expect  Now- 
port  will  Say  hard  things;  they  are  delicately  Situated;  Property  is  dear 
as  Life.  To  leave  their  homes,  and  feed  upon  tli-i  cold  hand  of  charity  is 
mortifying  to  those  who  have  always  live<l  Indejiendent.  Put  let  them 
do  or  s:iy  what  they  will,  I  hope  the  People  of  Providence  will  preserve 
their  moderation,  and  notSufler  themselves  to  be  betrayed  into  any  indis- 
cretion. Application  was  made  from  Newport  to ''ongvess  to  olitain  a 
Supply  for  Wallace;  tliey  referreil  it  baok  to  your  Assembly  So  far  as  I 
am  able  to  collect  the  Sentiments  of  the  Congi-ess,  they  are  for  granting 
a  supply.  It  lias  always  been  my  opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  be  Sup- 
plied anywhere,  but  if  any  are  Supplied  Newport  may  as  w-ell  be  as 
others,  as  it  is  a  defenceless  place  at  present.  1  hope  General  West  will 
conduct  the  luatter  with  prudence  as  he  is  a  Providence  man.  Their 
Jealousi('S  take  in  not  only  the  Town  of  Providence  but  th(^  County.  The 
Regiments  here  fill  up  very  Slow  as  well  as  with  you.  I  am  afraid  with- 
out a  Koimty  the  Kegiments  will  not  complete  their  Estal)lishment.  Wo 
are  getting  in  10  Piegiments  of  Militia;  if  Providence  favors  us  with  an 
Opportunity  we  hope  to  Strike  Some  Capitid  Stroke.  As  Mr.  .Mli^n  by 
whom  this  will  be  handed  you  is  waiting,  I  have  only  lime  to  add  th.it  I 
am  with  gi-eat  truth  I'our  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

N.  Greene. 
[Superecribed.] 
To  the  Honorable  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq., 

Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  Providence. 
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I-ETTER   KliOM   DR.    SOLOMON   DROWNE   TO   ADJUTANT   M^ILLIAM  DROWNE 
IN   COLONEL   BOWEN'S    REGIMENT,    AT    WAKWICK,    R.    I.* 

Providence,  Jan'y  9,  1T77. 
My  Brother:— Did  you  see  ye  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  to-day?  So,  the 
Splendour  of  ye  British  Arms  begins  to  be  eclipsed : — (if  there  is  any 
Splendour  in  Triumph  over  the  viohited  Riglitsof  Mankind.) — You  have 
heard,  "Tlial  on  the  2fith  of  Deo'r  Gen'l  Washington  with  about  3000 
men,  crossed  tlie  Delaware,  engaged  the  Enemy  at  Trenton,  about  1600 
in  nuuiljer.  and  in  35  miniUes  routed  the  wliole,  taking  919  prisoners,  ex- 
clusive of  killed  and  wounded: — together  witli   6  brass  Field  Pieces, — 

♦From  the  family  papers  of  Dr.  Drowne,  in  possession  of  liis  grandson, 
Henry  Thayer  Drowne,  Esq..  by  whose  courtesy  it  lias  heen  communicated.  Dr. 
Drowne,  son  of  Solomon  ami  Sarah  (Tillinghast)  Drowne,  was  born  in  Provi- 
deuce,  March  11, 17.53..  He  was  graihiated  at  Brown  University  in  1773.  and  in  1783 
was  chosen  one  of  its  Board  of  Fellows.  He  completed  his  medical  education  at 
the  University  ol  Pennsylvania,  and  for  further  improvement  visited  the  Hos- 
pitals of  London,  Paris  and  Holland.  He  was  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Botany  in  Brown  University ;  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Marietta.  Ohio ;  and 
during  tlie  Revolutionary  war  was  a  skillful  surgeon  in  various  army  hospitals. 
In  a  letter  to  his  sister,  written  in  Sew  York,  August  11th,  1776,  while  engaged  as 
surgeon's  mate,  under  Dr.  John  Morgan,  (ieneral  Director  of  Hospitals  in  that 
city,  he  says :  "  You  are  desirous  to  know  how  I  live.  Five  or  six  of  us  mess  to- 
gether at  a  house  near  the  hospital.  We  were  the  first  that  withdrew  from  the 
b.aleful  place.  Now,  none  of  the  Doctors  victual  there.  I  have  not  lodged  there 
this  long  while,  nor  do  [I]  intend  to  again,  if  loan  avoid  it.  I  lodge  now  with  one 
Mr.  Eobins,  whom  I  was  well  acquainted  with  in  Philadelphia.  •  .  .  .  .  You 
want  to  know  if  I  am  chief  Doctor.  We  are  called  Hospital  Mates,  and  rank 
with  Surgeons  of  Regiments.  AVe  sometimes  prescribe  ourselves  in  the  wards 
we  attend.    Our  pay  is  one  dollar  per  day.'' 

In  the  fall  of  I7S0,  Dr.  Drowne  went  on  a  cruise  as  surgeon  in  the  private  sloop, 
of-war  Hope,  Captain  Munro.  Of  this  cruise  he  kept  a  Journal,  which  has  been 
privately  printed,  in  elegant  typography,  by  Masters  Charles  L.  Moreau  and 
Henry  Russell  Drowne,  the  latter  a  great-grandson  ot  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
After  returning  from  Marietta,  Dr.  Drowne  practised  his  profession  in  Provi- 
dence. In  1792  he  removed  to  Morgantown,  Va.,  thence  to  Union,  Penn.,  and  finally 
to  Foster,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  February  4th.  1S34.  A  portrait  of  Dr.  Drowne  Is 
among  ''the  collection  of  worthies"  in  Rhode  Island  Hall.  The  period  covered 
by  his  life  was  an  extraordinary  epoch  in  the  history  of  nations,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  ample  materials  for  his  Biography,  will  at  no  distant  day  be 
wrought  into  form,  as  an  appropriate  memorial  of  an  accomplished  scholar  and 
patriot. 
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120nSni;ill-Ariiis,"  &c..  &c.,  &c.— News  cnnio  to-.1;iy,  tliii;  Gen'l  Ptit[nani] 
("ilon't  yon  know  1)1(1  Put?  ")  has  taken  57  nioro  Prisoners,  ami  killed 
some. — This  Game  will  do. 

Dear  Billy,  I  wish  yon  a  happy  New  Year. — O!  may  it  be  a  happy  Year 
to  America;— and  not  roll  away,  'till  it  sees  the  Sons  of  Violence  covered 
with  Shame  and  Confusion, — and  our  Cotmtry  gloriously  rescued  from 
the  Ilarpy-Claws  of  Tyranny. 

I  received  youi's  of  ye  4lh  Inst.,  Yesterday,  hut  did  not  see  Mr.  Lippit 
myself.  Went  to  see  him  to-day,  and  was  told  he  went  away  in  the 
RIornini;.  I  am  sorry  he  didi.'t  call ;  for  I  fear  you  will  want  ye  Money 
much  before  it  reaches  you. 

I  expect  ye  Cadet  Company  will  march  your  w.ay  to-morrow; — if  so, 
probably  J.  .Jenkins  will  hand  yini  this.  I  was  drawn  to  go  in  the  third 
Division  of  Militia,  which  will  be  on  duty  in  March.  Should  have  joined 
ye  Cadet  Company  only  had  not  a  Gun  and  Accoutnunents  suitable.' 

Nothing  very  remark.able  has  turned  up  lately  here.  Major  Gen'l 
Spencer  has  been  in  Town  some  Days.  Gen'l  Arnold  is  expected:  To 
tiiese  add  the  French  General,*  General  Varnum  and  Gen'l  West; — and, 
upon  my  word,  we  shall  cut  no  small  dash  in  the  General  w.ay. 

The  (;iothcs  and  Hat  you  wrote  for  are  ;it  Cumberland,  .and  I  don't 
know  how  we  can  get  them  suddenly,  .as  we  have  neither  horse  nor  chaise 
at  liome.     I  have  sold  my  pony  to  Mr.  Foster. 

I  send  you  inclosed  Ten  Dollars;  any  such  Requests  from  you,  I  shall 
ever  with  ple:isure  comply  with,  whilst  I  have  it  in  my  Power. 

Sallie  desires  her  love  to  you;  and  would  have  written,  but  h.ad  not 
time;  for  she  has  but  just  returned  from  Capt'n  Jenkes's  wiiere  she  has 
been  a  day  or  two. 

Write  every  good  opportunity  to  Brother 

S()l[omon  Drom'ne.] 

P.  S. — Daddy  sends  his  Love,  and  wishes  you  to  take  good  care  of  your- 
self, and  so  to  behave  that  your  Conduct  shall  be  commendable. 

*  Probably  Major  Francois  Lellorquis  fie  Malmcdy,  who  came  to  Proviilciice  ia 
December,  177G,  with  a  letter  of  introfluctlou  from  General  I.ec  to  Governor 
Coobc.  He  appears  to  have  served  in  the  engineer  department.  At  that  time 
the  assistance  of  such  an  officer  was  much  needed.  He  was  cordially  received 
and  was  at  once  appointed  Colonel  by  the  General  Assembly.  Soon  after  he  was 
commissioned  Urigadier-General.  General  Washington  having  subseqnently 
ordered  to  Rhode  Island  two  Generals  of  distinction  in  the  Continental  Army,  to 
conduetthc  military  affairs  of  the  State,  the  General  Assembly,  in  view  of  rapidly 
increasing  pecuniary  burdens  anil  the  small  number  of  troops,  did  not  ileem  it 
expedient  to  continue  General  Malmedy  in  pay  at  the  .State's  expense,  and  at  the 
session  in  March,  1777,  dismissed  him  with  assuranccsof  "a  very  grateful  remem- 
brancc  of  his  abilities,  activity  and  zeal."  As  a  further  token  of  regard,  it  was 
voted  to  present  him  with  "  the  sum  of  £50,  lawful  money."  On  reaching  Sforris. 
town,  to  prevent  adverse  criticism  on  thcpart  of  ill-disposed  persons,  he  solicited 
the  General  Assembly,  through  Governor  Cooke,  to  honor  him  '•  with  tlie  rank  of 
Brigadlorgeneral,  without  pay."    That  the  request  was  granted  does  not  appear. 
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LETTER   or   MAJOK   THOMAS   RUSSELL  TO   UR.   SOLOMON   DKOWNE. 

Fish-Kill,  Jan'y  20.  1777. 

Dear  Friend: — We  arrived  here  from  the  Wliile  Plains  lUli  Inst,  on 
purpose  to  have  the  men  innocuhited  and  those  that  have  had  tlie  Small 
Pox  are  to  Cross  the  Nurtli  River  wheie  we  are  to  build  a  Fort  on  ^Vest 
Point,  about  ten  miles  distant  from  here.  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  a  Letter  from  j'ou  as  j'et,  which  I  suppose  [is]  for  want  of 
opportunity,  but  you  may  write  bj-  the  post. 

We  have  very  difficult  times  here  among  the  soldiers,  and,  much  more 
so  among  the  Officers,  and,  1  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  a  gre.at 
number  of  the  southern  Officers  have  resigned. 

1  hear  tile  Congress  are  setting,  in  order  to  point  out  some  way  for  the 
Encom-agerapnt  of  the  Officers,  and,  unless  something  is  done  I  fe.ir  a 
greater  part  of  them  will  resign. 

Please  to  give  my  Respects  to  your  Papa  &  Mama,  and  Love  to  your 
Spouse  (I  won't  say  wife  as  yet,)  and  Compliments  to  Miss  S.ally,  and 
your  Brother  Billy. 

Excuse  the  errors  .and  bad  writing  ,as  I  write  from  the  Barrack  Floor. 
Yours, 

Thomas  Russell. 
[Addressed.] 
Dr.  Solomon  Drowne. 


The  above-named  Thomas  Russell  was  descended  in  the  llflli  genera- 
tion from  John  Russell,  who  emigrated  from  England,  and  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  (incorporated  1644).  This  John 
was  a  prominent  man  in  the  church  and  otherwise.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife,  Elii^abeth,  he  probably  married  in  England. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Baker,  May  13,  1645.  She  died 
his  widow  January  17,  1689-90.     He  died  June  1,  1676. 

John  Russell,  junior,  son  of  the  above-named  John,  is  thought  to  have 
been  born  in  England,  or  in-Charlestown,  where  his  father  resided  before 
Woburn  w.as  settled.  He  married  S.arah  Champney,  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  October  31, 1661,  and  had  seven  children.  He  was  ordained  pastor 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Boston,  as  the  successor  of  Elder  Gould, 
July  28,  1679.  He  is  spoken  of  as  "  a  ze.alous  .and  successful  laborer  in 
his  sacred  office."    He  died  December  31,  1680. 

Joseph  Russell,  son  of  John,  junior,  was  born  January  15,  1663-4,  and 
died  March  13,  1713. 
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Thomas  Unssoll,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  Boston  in  1605  lie  mar- 
ried, 1.  Elizabeth  Comlay,  anil  had  sons  Jeremiah,  John,  Jonathan, 
Joscpli,  and  William.  2.  llonora  Loiul,  by  wliom  he  had  Thomsis  and 
Elizabelh.  The  latter  mairied  Dr.  Solomon  Drowne.  Thomas,  the 
father,  died  in  17(il,  and  w.as  buried  in  tiio  ancestral  tomb  in  King's 
Chapel  Burial  Ground  in  Boston.  The  remains  of  his  second  wife, 
llonora.  rejiose  in  the  Drowne  Family  Burial  Ground,  at  Mount  llygei.i. 
North  Fosler,  II.  I. 

Thomas  Russell,  son  of  the  preioding  Thomas,  and  writer  of  the  above 
letter,  was  born  in  1759.  lie  was  in  Providence  for  some  time  previous 
to  the  Itevohitionary  war,  a  clerk  with  his  brothers  William  and  .Joseph, 
who  were  ainonj;  the  leading  merchants  of  the  place.  lie  was  a  cousin 
of  lion.  Jonath.in  Kussell,  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Sweden,  and 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  negotiating  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  1815,  and  whose  brilliant  oration 
on  the  4lh  o(  July,  1800,  gave  him  a  prominent  place  among  the  distin- 
guished orators  of  his  time. 

Mr.  Russell  was  commissioned  Major  in  the  American  army  during  the 
Revnlmionary  war,  and  served  for  quite  a  period  as  aid-ile-cauip  to  Gen- 
eral Washington.  Once,  when  on  duty,  he  narrowly  escaped  death  by  a 
cannon  ball.  A  friend  wounded  in  the  battle  shouted :  "  For  God's  sake 
give  mo  your  blanket,  Russell."  He  threw  it  to  him,  .-is  he  passed 
hurriedly  on,  but  had  not  a  moment's  time  to  stop  to  render  further  aid. 
In  the  campaign  on  Rhode  Island  in  1778,  he  was  .an  aiil-decamp  to 
General  Sullivan.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  apjiearance.  His 
genial  ;ind  allUble  nature  att.ached  to  him  many  fricmls,  .and  being  a 
gentleman  of  cultured  tastes,  as  well  as  of  a  brave  andcliivalrous spirit, 
he  soon  became  an  esteemed  and  trusted  member  of  the  military  fami- 
lies to  wliitli  he  was  successively  attached.  lie  was  in  the  naval  service 
for  a  while,  but  of  his  experience  no  record  has  been  preserved. 

Majcir  Russell,  in  1783,  married  Ann  Handy,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  The 
chililn-n  by  this  marriage  were  Thomas  Ilandy.  married  Ann  Bosworth, 
of  Bristol,  R.  I. ;  died  at  sea  or  in  Cuba,  aged  27  years;  Charles  Jlandy, 
married,  1.  Ann  Roilman,  Providence;  2.  a  daughter  of  S.  .S.  Howland, 
New  York.  Williitm  Ikiinj.  married,  1.  Mary  Alice  Crapo,  of  Provi- 
dence; 2.  Anne  Kane.  He  died  in  Paris,  France,  December,  1872,  and 
was  buried  in  Newport.  ^l;(?ic,  married Rawson ;  died  in  Paw- 
tucket,  1673.    Mary.    Major  llussell  died  in  New  York  in  1602. 
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GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE. 

The  letter  of  Governor  Cooke,  given  below,  states  an  interesting  fact, 
illustrative  of  tlie  patriotism  of  Rhode  Island,  viz. :  that  while  the  enemy 
had  a  mnch  greater  number  of  men  within  its  limits  tli:in  the  whole 
number  of  men  belonging  to  the  State  able  to  bear  arms,  and  with  a  hun- 
dred miles  of  sea  coast  to  defend,  and  without  any  efl'ectual  support  from 
the  other  States,  she  contribnied  two  regiments  to  the  small  force  then 
in  New  Jersey,  undei-  Washington. 

Providence,  January  13,  1778. 

Dear  Sh;  : — Yours  by  Colonel  Barton  1  received  this  evening,  and  am 
glad  to  hear  you  are  well.  1  hope  God  will  bless  j'ou  witli  health  and 
enable  you  to  pass  through  all  these  trials  with  a  truly  heroic  S|)irit.  As 
for  the  Rhode  Island  E.xpedition,  it  was  not  planned  in  th'S  State,  but 
■when  it  was  concluded  on  in  the  other  States,  we  did  every  thing  in  our 
power  to  carry  it  into  execution  effectually,  though  I  mu.st  confess  at  the 
same  time  my  own  private  opinion  that  if  we  proved  successful  and 
drove  them  on  board  their  ships,  we  could  not  keep  itlong  without  a  very 
gre.at  expense,  as  the  enemy  were  masters  at  sea  and  could  sail  all  around 
the  island  with  their  ships.  I  hear  the  Congress  have  ordered  another 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  reasons  of  the  failure  of  the  Expedition.  I 
hope  it  will  be  done  effectually,  and  the  re:il  cause  may  be.  searched  out. 
I  dare  say  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  in  this  State  in  general, 
both  of  the  civil  and  military  departments. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  our  brave  troops  have  suffered  so  much  in  the 
field  for  want  of  comfortable  clothing.  We  liave  been  doing  everything 
in  our  power  to  clothe  them  comfortably.  We  have  now  obtained  a 
considerable  quantity.  I  hope  they  will  be  made  comfortable  on  that 
account.  We  have  two  wagons  going  off"  to-morrow,  with  1000  pairs  of 
stockings,  600  pairs  of  shoes,  300  shirts,  120  pairs  of  breeches.  50  coats, 
100  hats,  &c.     I  hope  they  will  come  safe  to  hand. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  is  very  pressing  in  his  Letter  for 
our  completing  our  two  Continental  Battalions,  which  will  be  exceeding 
difficult  under  our  present  situ.-ition.  Thei-e  is  now  in  the  harbor  of 
Newport,  Lord  Howe  with  nine  ships  of  the  line,  and  fourteen  or  fifteen 
frigates,  with  many  more  smaller  vessels,  tenders  to  the  men-of-war,  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty  sail  of  transports,  which  must,  at  the  lowest 
computation,  have  of  marines  and  s.iilors  a  body  of  near  eight  thousand 
men,  besides  the  land  forces  that  have  been  there  all  summer,  which,  by 
accounts,  are  between  three  and  four  thousand  men.  They  are  now 
meditating  some  descent  on  the  main,  supposed  to  this  town.  They  have 
collected  a  large  number  of  boats  at  Coaster's  harbor,  and  have  made  a 
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large  draft  of  then-  troops  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark  at 
the  sliortest  notice. 

AVe  have  not  now  in  the  State  fivoluindred  troops  besides  tiiose  belong- 
ing to  the  State.  We  have  had  none  from  Connecticut  since  last  spring, 
e.xocpt  what  came  for  thirty  days  on  the  late  expedition. 

Con.-ider  our  situation,  100  miles  of  sea  coast,  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  in  almost  the  middle  of  the  State,  more  in  number  llian  every 
man  in  the  State  able  to  bear  arms,  with  arms  .-ind  every  necessary  lit 
for  war  in  the  best  manner,  and  we  have  but  a  handful  scattered  all 
round  the  borders  of  the  shore  for  10(i  miles.  When  Boston  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy  and  their  numbers  did  not  exceed  the  nimibcr  now 
in  this  State,  they  had  '.^O.Oi'O  men  lay  around  them  to  keep  the  enemy 
from  breaking  into  the  country.  This  little  State  at  that  time  sent  them 
more  than  three  times  the  number  that  we  now  h.ave  from  them,  although 
there  is  none  of  the  enemy  now  in  Xew  England  but  in  this  State.  But 
I  must  leave  the  matter;  the  subject  is  too  sorrowful  to  dwell  upon. 

1  must  conclude,  dear  sir,  with  ray  best  respects  to  my  worthy  friend. 
General  Washington,  yourself,  and  the  officers  of  the  Rhode  Island  regi- 
ment. 

Nicii  'LAS  Cooke. 

To  Major-General  Greene. 


Nicholas  Cooke  was  an  eminent  merchant  of  Providence,  and  for  many 
years  engaged  in  se.a-faring  life  as  a  ship  master.  lie  sustiincd  several 
of  the  most  important  offices  in  the  State,  while  the  country  was  yet  de- 
pendent »ipon  Great  Britain,  h.aving  been  elected  Deputy  Governor  in 
1768,  and  again  in  1769;  but  witli  a  taste  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  pri- 
vate life,  he  retired  from  public  positions,  until  the  memorable  engage- 
ment at  Lexington  on  the  lUth  of  April,  177.5,  aroused  the  country  and 
awakened  a  patriotic  determination  to  resist,  at  all  hazards,  encroach- 
ments upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Colonies.  At  this  juncture, 
Mr.  Cooke  ag.-iin  returned  to  public  life,  and  was  elected  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor. Governor  Joseph  Wanton,  who  had  held  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate  from  1769  to  1775,  having  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
General  Assembly  by  the  decided  part  he  took  in  favor  of  the  arbitrary 
measures  of  the  mother  country,  his  functions  were  suspended,  and  Mr. 
Cooke  was  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  next 
year  (177ti)  ^Ir.  Cooke  was  elected  Governor,  which  office  he  held  by 
reelections  until  1778.  On  the  first  occasion,  when  asked  to  suffer  his 
name  to  be  u.seil  as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  he  declined.  On  being 
told  by  the  delegation  who  waited  upon  him  that  he  must  consent,  as  he 
was  the  only  pei-son  on  whom  the  friends  of  American  freedom  could 
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.agree,  he  yielded,  saying  that  if  wo  did  not  succeed  in  the  revoiution.ary 
struggle  we  should  be  hung  as  traitors;  and  as  the  rulers  would  be  taken 
tirst,  he  supposed  he  might  .as  well  be  hung  as  another. 

During  these  three  years  Governor  Cooke  distinguished  himself  by 
unwearied  devotion  to  public  business,  .and  the  most  inflexible  firmness 
in  prosecuting  the  cause  of  American  liberty.  The  internal  government 
of  the  State  having  now  assumed  a  regular  .and  stable  form.  Governor 
Cooke  once  more  retired  to  private  life,  bearing  an  honorable  testimonial 
of  thanks  from  the  General  Assembly  for  his  useful  services  "  at  a  time 
of  gi'eat  public  danger,  difficulty  and  distress."  As  President  of  the 
Board  of  War  a  large  portion  of  llie  public  correspondence  remained  in 
his  possession  at  his  house  on  South  Main  street.  Much  of  tliis,  together 
with  other  valuable  documents,  were  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  which 
consumed  his  dwelling  many  years  ago — .a  serious  loss  to  the  historian  of 
the  early  years  of  the  war  proceedings  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  his  business  pursuits  Governor  Cooke  was  successful,  having 
accumulated  a  handsome  fortune.  In  his  private  life  he  was  cheerful, 
affable,  and  benevolent,  and  his  early  profession  of  religion  w.is  con- 
si.stontly  maintained  unto  the  end.  He  was  born  about  1717,  and  died 
September  14th,  1782,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age.  One  competent  to 
correctly  estimate  his  public  and  private  qualities,*  has  left  on  record 
this  testimony:  "  If  a  correct  history  of  the  Revolution,  so  far  as  Rhode 
Island  is  concerned,  should  be  written,  the  name  and  character  of 
Nicholas  Cooke  must  appe.ar  most  conspicuous;  by  his  decision  and 
energy  he  raised  and  sustained  the  high  reputation  of  the  State,  with  the 
full  confidence  of  Gener.al  W.ashington  and  the  high  .approbation  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  neighboring  States,  as  well  as  of  Congress." 


From  Mrs.  Mai-y  N.  Snow  a  fine  imperial  photographic  portrait  of  the 
late  Deacon  William  C.  Snow  has  been  received— a  valuable  acquisition 
to  our  collection  of  portraits.  Mrs.  Snow  has  .also  presented,  in  behalf 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Kliza  Nightingale,  a  copy  of  the  original  edition  of 
R(jger  Williams's  celebrated  controversial  work,  '•  George  Fox  Digg'd 
out  of  his  Burrovves,"  printed  in  Boston,  by  John  Foster,  in  1676.  The 
rarity  of  this  work,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  not,  until  now,  l)uen  among 
our  collections,  except  in  the  reprint  of  the  Narragansett  Clul),  renders 
the  donation  peculiarly  acceptable;  and  it  would  greatly  increase  our 
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satisfaction  foiild  we  place  by  its  side,  in  an  original  eililiun,  the  icply  of 
George  Fox,  "  A  New  England  Fire  Brand  Quenclied." 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Society  appropriating  the  surplus  of 
the  semi-centennial  fund  lo  binding  newspapers  and  boolcs,  and  to  the 
purchase  of  desirable  works  not  liiiely  to  be  received  by  donation,  tsventy 
volumes  of  the  Providence  Herald  have  been  put  into  a  condition  to  be 
available  for  examination.  The  valuable  series  of  Frank  Moore's  "  Re- 
bellion Record,"  presented  by  Dr.  C(dlins,  have  also  been  bound,  together 
with  a  numlier  of  other  books  received  in  paper  covers.  A  portion  of 
the  fund  remains  unexpended,  and  will  be  used  for  like  purposes  during 
the  present  year.  The  new  alcove  furnished  by  the  Committee  on  the 
building  and  grounds,  lias  afforded  di'sirable  relief  to  some  of  our  crowded 
shelves;  but  the  rapid  increase  of  our  collections  will  render  further  re- 
lief necessary  at  no  distant  day. 

During  the  past  year  the  collections  of  the  Society  have  been  much 
resorted  to  for  historical  and  genealogical  pui  posers,  .and  for  legal  objects 
our  files  of  newspapers  have  Irequeutly  furnished  testimony  not  else- 
wliere  accessible.  The  year  has  closed  with  results  of  a  highly  satisfac- 
tory eliaracler,  and  it  only  rcriuires  the  active  coiiper.ation  of  llie  members 
of  our  Society  to  give  to  the  opening  year  a  success  that  shall  exceed  the 
most  successful  of  its  predecessors. 

Respectfully  suljuiitted, 

EDWIN  M.  STONE. 
Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper,  Northern  Department. 

J.\NLAUY  2C,  1874. 
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Henry  Bernakdin  Duowne  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Leonard 
Drown e,  who  came  from  the  West  of  England  to  America  soon  after  the 
accession  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  whose  gi'ave  is  in  the  old  Copp's 
Hill  burying  ground  at  Boston,  Mass.  Tlie  subject  of  this  notice  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Dr.  Solomon  anil  Elizabeih  (Russell;  Drownc,  and  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  April,  1799,  in  Union,  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father,  being  a  gri.'al  admirer  of  the  writings  of  the  celebrated  naturalist, 
James  Henry  Bernardin  de  Saint  Pierre,  gave  that  name  to  Ids  son,  but 
the  latter  retained  only  a  part  of  it.  Dr.  Drowne  removed  with  his  family 
to  Foster,  R.  I.,  in  1802,  when  Henry  was  only  two  and  a  half  years  old, 
and  the  boyliood  of  the  son  was  consequently  p;issed  at  the  grange, 
called  thenceforth  Mt.  Hygea.  The  family,  however,  resided  in  Provi- 
dence for  .awhile,  in  1805,  and  during  the  summer  of  that  year  the  son 
(Henry)  went  to  school  for  tlie  flr.st  time.  The  building  where  he  attended 
school  is  still  standing  on  Meeting  street,  a  little  above  the  Friends' 
Meeting  House.  But  in  consequence  of  illness,  the  family  returned  late 
in  the  autumn  to  tlieir  country  home.  While  engaged  in  his  studies  at 
Foster,  which  were  aided  by  the  counsels  of  his  father  and  his  oldest 
sister,  Eliza,  his  attention  was  also  given,  in  a  marked  degree,  to  agri- 
culture and  various  mechanical  pursuits.  Before  reaching  twenty  years 
of  age  he  was  the  proprietor  and  raan.ager  of  a  farm  in  tlie  town  of 
Woodstock,   Conn.      Mr.   Drowne    occasionally  sought    recreation    in 
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in  linntinj;  nnd  fishing;  nml,  fortliis  purpose,  sometimes  visited  tlx;  west- 
ern slioros  of  Xiirraiiansett  Bay,  in  conipriny  witli  his  nttaelieil  friend, 
Mr.  Williams  Thayer.  It  was  on  one  of  these  e.\ciirsions  that  he  becani-s 
aciiuainlcd  with  Jidia  Ann,  daughter  ot  Thomas  and  IVlIy  (Rhodes) 
Stafford,  of  Warwiek,  whom  he  married  on  the  21th  of  April,  1821.  lie, 
however,  left  Woodstoi-k  for  Fruit  Mill,  North  Providence,  U.  I.,  early  in 
1823,  whore  he  purchased  land,  built  a  house,  and  lived  for  tlie  next  twenty- 
live  years.  On  the  tirst  of  January,  1830,  Mr.  Drowne.  with  his  wife, 
joined  the  Baptist  Church  at  Centreville,  now  Centredale,  then  under  the 
pastor.d  care  of  the  Rev.  II.  N.  Loring,  and  was  afterward  chosen  Dea- 
con, lie  took  a  deep  interest  in  local  ail'airs,  was  Town  Treasurer,  and 
for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Towp  Council.  In  the  spring  of  1835 
he  founded  the  school  known  as  the  Fntil  Hill  Classical  Institute,  by 
securing  the  large  liotel  and  adjacent  hall,  which  were  .admiral<ly  adapted 
for  educational  purposes.  His  wise  forecast  in  originating  an  institution 
of  a  high  order  was  seen  in  the  success  which  .ittcnded  the  effort,  attract- 
ing to  this  iiuiet  little  village  pupils,  not  only  from  this,  but  the  neighbor- 
ing Stales. 

Mr.  Drowne,  from  being  constantly  called  to  Pi'ovidence  to  look  after 
Iraprovcuients  to  his  real  estate  and  ollici'  interests,  moved  into  tlie  city 
in  1850,  and  soon  after  erected  the  house  at  127  Benefit  street,  in  which 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  time  Wiis  chielly  occupied  in 
the  management  of  several  estates  and  other  financial  trusts,  in  which 
he  was  noted  for  liis  probity  and  sagacious  conelusioBS.  Intervals  of 
leisure  wi^e  devoted  in  his  latter  years  to  an  extensive  course  of  re.iding, 
in  which  history  and  antiquarian  researches  bore  a  pronjinent  part.  His 
kindly  spirit  was  obvious  in  many  unostentatious  acts  of  beneficence,  and 
in  cases  of  sickness  and  .affliction  his  sympathetic  nature  prompted  him 
to  cheerfully  render  his  friendly  services. 

At  an  eaily  date  he  became  connected  with  tlie  Rho()o  Island  .Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Dtmiestic  Induslry.  and  served  on  Committees 
during  the  period  when  the  Fairs  were  held  nt  Pawtu.xet,  wliere  his 
father,  Dr.  Drowne,  on  several  occasions,  by  invitations  of  the  Honi 
William  Rhodes  and  others,  delivered  the  ;inniversary  addresses. 

He  was  a  Director  in  the  Merchants  Savings  B.'ink,  of  I^l'ovidence,- 
which  wjis  organized  in  1871. 

He  was.  moreover,  an  esteemed  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
and  occupied  the  family  pew  which  belonged  to  his  grandfather,  Solomon 
Drowne,  senior,  one  of  the  applicants  for  tlie  original  clwrter  oi  £bo(lc 
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Island  College,  now  Brown  University,  in  England,  and  who  is  mentioned 
by  its  first  President,  tbe  Rev.  James  Manning,  D.  D.,  as  being  "one  of 
the  pillars  of  the  Church  on  liis  coming  to  Providence." 

Mr.  Drowns  was  elected  a  Resident  Member  of  this  Society  in. January, 
1858,  was  eight  years  a  member  of  the  Audit  Committee,  and  rarely 
missed  being  present  at  the  Society  Meetings.  He  died  suddenly  in  this 
city  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  February,  1873,  leaving  a  widow  and 
four  sons,  and  w.as  buried  on  his  lot  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery. 


William  Ebenezer  Richmond  was  born  in  Providence,  December 
6th,  1786.  He  was  son  of  William  Richmond,  also  a  native  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Edward  Richmond,  who  came  to 
this  country  about  1645.  His  grandmother,  Sarah  Knight  Richmond,  was 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Knight,  and  the  estate  on  which  Mr.  Richmond 
lived,  after  the  first  year  of  his  life,  until  his  decease,  was  given  to  her  by 
her  fiither,  the  deed  of  which  was  dated  Febrnary  22d,  1732,  the  day 
George  AVashington  was  born.  His  mother  was  Hannah  Mason,  daugli- 
ter  of  Rev.  Russel  Mason,  a  Baptist  clergyman  for  many  years  settled  in 
Sw.ansey,  Mass.,  and  greatly  interested  in  the  establishment  and  success 
of  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown  University.  Owing  to  a  sevei'e  ill- 
ness while  an  infant,  which  seriously  affected  his  eyes,  Mr.  Richmond 
was  a  delicate,  backward  child,  not  learning  to  read  until  he  nearly 
completed  his  seventh  year.  When  the  defect  in  his  eyesight  was  par- 
tially overcome  by  the  use  of  glasses,  he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
studies,  early  developing  a  taste  for  the  classics,  which  he  retained  through 
life.  His  early  education  he  obtained  in  the  school  of  Rev.  James  Wil- 
son, who  was  an  excellent  classical  scholar,  and  inspired  his  pupils  with 
some  of  his  own  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Richmond  was  a  diligent  reader,  and 
while  yet  a  boy,  became  greatly  interested  in  medical  books,  found  in  his 
father's  library,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  becc.ming  a  physician.  Ac- 
cordingly he  entered  the  drug  store  ol  B.  &  C.  Dyer,  to  learn  the  art  of 
compounding  medicines,  .also  pursuing  the  necess.ary  studies  to  qualify 
him  for  the  practice  of  medicine.  For  nearly  two  years  he  adhered  to 
this  course,  but  finally  concluded  that  his  defective  eyesight  would  pi'e- 
vent  his  success  in  the  medical  profession,  and  abandoned  the  project. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  assistant  to  his  former  teacher,  Mr. 
Wilson,  with  whom  he  remained  several  years. 

Mr.  Richmond  did  not  enter  college,  but  pursued  his  studies  with  the 
Professors  of  Brown  University.    In  1828  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M- 
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w.is  conferred  on  liini  by  thai  University.  Having  no  inelin.ition  for  a 
niorcnnlile  life,  he  deciilcil  to  study  law,  and  entered  the  oflk-e  of  lion. 
Jjinies  Burrill,  as  law  student  in  1812,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
In  isifi  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State,  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession until  1850.  lie  thoroughly  understood  the  science  of  law,  and 
was  careful  and  methodical  in  the  arrangement  of  liis  cases.  In  1820 
several  of  the  leading  manufacturers  decided  to  establish  a  paper  to  pro- 
mote their  interests.  Of  this  paper,  the  Maniifdclurcrs  and  Fanners' 
Journal,  Mr.  Richmond  became  the  editor.  Increase  of  professional 
duties  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the  post  the  following  year,  but  he 
coi.tributed  to  the  columns  of  th^  journal  many  years,  and  contemplated 
with  laudable  pride  the  position  the  jom'nal  has  long  maintained  as  one 
of  the  ablest  papers  of  New  England. 

He  lived  to  write  a  leailing  article  which  was  published  on  the  semi- 
centennial anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  journal,  .lanuary  1st, 
1870,  on  the  same  sheet  with  his  first  editorial  of  .January  1st,  1820.  The 
same  year  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Kncouragement  of  Domestic 
Industry  was  formed.  Of  this  Society  Mr.  Richmond  was  the  first  Sec- 
retary, from  February  25th,  1820,  to  October,  1822,  a  member  of  the  Audit 
Comniiltee  from  1826  to  1828.  and  a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee 
from  1822  to  1818,  at  which  time  his  official  connection  with  the  Society 
ceased,  although  he  always  retained  a  lively  intercut  in  its  success.  In 
1836  Mr.  Richmond  was  married  to  Joanna  Scott  Barnes,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  David  Leonard  Barnes,  of  Providence.  Mrs.  Richmond  died 
in  1850,  leaving  nochililren.  The  questions  which  engross  the  men  and 
women  of  to-day  had  for  Mr.  Richmond  a  vital  interest.  He  largely 
watched  every  step  in  the  progress  of  science,  .and  predicted  greater  ad- 
vancement in  the  next  half  eenttu-y  than  in  the  Last.  He  not  only  sympa- 
thized with  the  oppressed  and  down  trodden  of  every  land,  but  rendered 
them  substJintial  assistance. 

Previous  to  any  public  discussion  on  the  right.s  of  women  before  the 
law,  he  expressed  in  strong  language  the  siuprise  and  indignation  he  felt, 
when,  studying  for  his  profession,  he  realized  their  helplessness.  He 
never  failed  to  bear  his  testimony  against  such  injustice,  and  encouraged 
by  material  aid  the  movement  to  obtain  political  equality  for  women. 

Mr.  Richmond  was  one  of  the  fourteen  original  members  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  .Society,  and  for  twelve  years  served  on  its  Board  of 
Trustees.  He  closed  his  earthly  life  March  8ih,  IS'3,  in  full  faith  of  a 
future  and  higher  existence,  the  blesseil  enjoyment  of  which  is  the  hope 
and  aspiration  of  every  Christian  mind. 
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Richard  James  Arnold  was  the  son  of  Welcome  anil  Patience 
(Greene)  Arnokl.  He  was  born  in  Providence,  October  5th,  17'J6.  His 
fother  was  an  -enjinent  merchant  largely  engaged  in  foreign  commerce. 
Mr.  Arnold's  preparatory  studies  for  college  were  completed  in  Provi- 
dence, and  he  entered  Brown  University  in  1810,  graduating  in  the  class 
with  Judge  Joslin,  Samuel  Y.  Atwell  and  Charles  F.  Tillinghast,  Esqs. 
On  leaving  college  he  studied  law  in  theoftice  of  his  brother-in-law,  Hon. 
Tristam  Burges,  but  he  soon  afterwards  became  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  with  his  elder  brother,  under  the  firm  name  of  Samuel  G. 
Arnold  &  Go.,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  trade  with  Ciiina. 

In  1823  Air.  Arnold  was  united  by  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Caroline 
Gindrat,  of  Savanah,  Ga.,  whose  death  preceded  his  o\\ n  a  little  more 
than  a  yea»%  after  a  happy  union  of  nearly  half  a  century.  Three  sons 
four  daugltters  survive  him. 

Mr.  Arnold  passed  the  most  of  his  life  after  his  m.arriage  in  Georgia, 
having  a  Plantation  in  Bryan  County,  although  he  persistently  hehl  to  his 
citizenship  and  domicile  in  Rhode  Island.  His  pl.antation  in'Georgia 
afforded  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  influence  exerted  upon  the  servile 
«lass  by  Christian  kindness  :ind  care.  Many  invalids  from  the  north  in 
search  of  a  more  genial  clime  have  found  a  pleasant  temporary  home 
and  cheering  kindness  beneath  hi«  hospitable  roof  on  the  banks  of  the 
'Ogeechee,  south  of  Savannah.  In  the  prosperity  of  his  native  city  he 
always  continued  to  take  an  active  interest,  locating  lands  on  the  borders 
for  the  increasing  population,  and  constructing  screw  docks,  wharves, 
and  other  imirrovements.  Since  the  year  1850  Mr.  Arnold  .spent  most  of 
his  summers  in  Newport.     He  died  in  Providence,  M.arch  10th,  1873. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  a  Trustee  of  Brown  University  from  1H26  to  his  decease. 
He  was  an  original  charter  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Soci- 
ety, and  one  of  its  Trustees  from  1836  to  1841.  He  became  a  member  of 
ihe  Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry, 
•  October  6th,  1824,  and  always  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  its  pros- 
perity. 

The  Providence  Journal  of  March  12th,  1873,  from  which  most  of  the 
ifoi'egoing  facts  have  been  compiled,  pays  the  following  just  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Arnold : 

"In  mentioning  him  with  the  silent  dead,  his  long  career  of  active  life  is 
revived  in  the  memories  of  his  numerous  friends.  They  now  realize  that 
a  chord  of  the  social  harp  is  now  suddenly  broken,  to  respond  no  more  to 
human  sympathies.     The  remembrance  of  his  uniform  'good-will  to  all 
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and  enmity  to  none'  hovers  over  his  departure  liki:  the  mild  twilight  on 
the  horizon  ulwve  the  departed  sun.  Few  men  have  lived  in  Providence 
with  a  more  courteous  spirit  ot  a  Christian  gentleman  in  the  exercise  of 
the  virtues  of  kindness  and  hospitalitj',  of  moral  i-ectitude  and  unfilter- 
ing  piety.  With  these  few  tributary  lines  the  memory  of  his  usi'ful  life 
is  eonsi^rned  for  preservation  to  those  who  knew  him  best,  and  his  ashes 
to  his  native  soil." 


Jajies  Thomas  Kiiodes  was  born  al  Pawtu.xet,  R.  I.,  November  20th, 
1800.  lie  was  the  son  of  Peleg  and  Mary  (Aborn)  Rhodes.  lie  receivi  d 
his  education  in  Rhode  Island  and  at  Wf  odstouk.  Conn.  While  still 
quite  a  young  man  lie  made  several  voyages,  on  account  of  his  health,  to 
Soutli  America  and  elsewhere  as  a  supeixargo.  He  then  settled  in  Provi- 
dence and  eng:iged  in  business,  at  first  alone,  and  afterwards  in  partner- 
siiip  witli  his  brother,  the  late  Peleg  A.  Rhodes,  carrying  on  an  extensive 
foreign  tr.ule  as  ship  owner.s,  and  also  eng.iging  in  the  cotton  and  cotton 
manufacturing  business.  In  later  years,  and  particularly  after  the  death 
of  his  brother,  lie  relinquislied  the  s'uipping  trade  and  devoted  himself 
more  exclusively  to  the  cotton  and  cotton  manufacturing  liusiness,  and 
the  management  of  his  private  affairs.  He  was  one  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Hiitler  Hospital  for  the  Ins.ane,  and  for  many  years  a  Director  of  the 
National  Eagle  Rank,  of  which  he  was  the  President  during  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life.  He  Wiisalso  a  Director  of  the  American  Screw  Com- 
pany, and  was  jictively  connected  with  many  other  manufacturing  inter- 
ests. 

Mr.  Rhodes  .always  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  Slate  and  national  affairs, 
and  his  views  upon  political  subjects,  while  liberal,  were  always  clear 
and  pronounced.  Being  of  a  retiring  disposition,  he  was  extremely  re- 
luctant to  accept  office,  and  repeatedly  refused  the  solicitations  of  his 
friends  to  permit  himself  to  be  a  candidate  for  public  positions.  He  did, 
however,  from  1844  to  1845.  repi-esent  the  third  ward  in  the  Common 
Council  of  Providence,  and  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  where  his  services  were  of  great 
value,  particularly  in  the  finances  of  the  State.  His  wide  spread  reputa- 
tion for  a  clear  mind  and  sound  judgment,  combined  with  his  genial  dis- 
position and  his  kind  and  courteous  receiition  of  all  who  approached  him, 
cauS'Hl  him  to  be  frequently  consulted  upon  business  affairs,  while  his 
quiet  and  unostentatious  liberality,  so  freely  and  judiciously  bcstowtfd, 
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caused  liis  death  to  be  lamented  by  numerous  woitliy  cliarities  of  which 

V 

lie  had  been  the  warm  friend  and  supporter,  and  by  many  persons  who 
had  found  him  a  friend  in  time  of  need.  He  was  a  man  of  decided  re- 
ligious convictions,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  divine  authority  of  Christ- 
ianity. 

Up  to  the  last  week  of  his  life,  Mr.  Rhodes,  althougli  seventy-two  years 
of  age,  w.is  apparently  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  mental  and  physi- 
cal powers,  and  conducted  his  business  with  the  saiue  energy  as  when  in 
the  meridian  of  life. 

He  died  March  Ifitli,  1873,  after  an  illness  of  one  week's  duration,  of 
an  acute  attack  of  disease  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  Rhodes  became  a  member  of  this  Society,  April  1st,  185''. 

Joseph  M.vuran,  M.  T>.,  was  born  in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  December 
2'2d,  1796.  He  w.as  the  youngest  of  ten  children.  His  parents  were 
Charles  Joseph  and  Olive  (Bicknell)  Maur.an.  His  father  was  born  at 
Villa-franca,  near  Xice,  in  Savoy,  in  1748,  where  his  ancestors  had  I'e- 
sided  since  1580.  The  family  originated  at  Toulouse,  in  Languedoc,  from 
which  country,  being  Protestants,  or  Vaudois,  they  had  been  driven  by 
religious  persecution. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  n.ative 
town  until  he  entered  the  Wrentham,  (Mass.,)  Academy,  then  under  the 
charge  of  the  Rev.  William  Williams,  D.  1).,  a  graduate  of  the  first  class 
in  Brown  University,  (then  Rhode  Island  College.)  Here  he  remained 
until  he  entered  Brown  University,  in  1812,  graduating  in  181(),  in  the 
chuis  with  Dr.  S.  Augustus  Arnold.  John  Carter  Brown,  Robert  H.  Ives, 
Peter  Pratt,  Nathaniel  Searle,  and  others,  who  have  gained  honorable 
names  in  the  State  and  nation. 

Immediately  on  leaving  college,  Mr.  Mauran  entered  the  otlice  of  Dr. 
Pardon  Bowen,  of  Providence,  as  a  student  of  medicine,  and  attended 
the  lectures  then  given  in  the  medical  school  of  the  University,  by  Dr. 
Bowen,  and  Dr.  Jno.  W.  Eddy,  Assistant  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University.  lie  then  went  to  New  York  and  completed  his  studies  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Columbia  College,  New  York 
City,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  in  March,  1819. 
At  the  Commencement  of  Brown  University  in  the  s.ame  ye.ar,  he  re- 
ceived the  degi-ce  of  Master  of  Arts.  On  receiving  his  degree  in  Medi- 
cine, Dr.  Mauran  became  associated  in  professional  practice,  in  Provi- 
dence, with  his  distinguished  and  accomplished  teacher  and  friend,  Dr. 
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Bowen,  anil  this  connection  conlinuetl  until  Dr.  Bowcn's  licalth  became 
peruianently  impaired  by  liis  labors  during  the  prevalence  of  tlie  yellow 
fever  in  I'rovidence  in  1820.  Dr.  Mauran  became  Ihorouglily  familiar 
witli  its  characteristics  and  treatment,  and  furnished  to  Dr.  Chevrin,  in 
1827,  a  detailed  history  of  this  epidemic,  when  that  physician  was  visit- 
ing the  difl'erent  sections  of  the  country  to  procure  the  opinion  of  pliys- 
cians  on  the  important  question  of  tile  contagious  or  non-conl:igious 
character  of  the  disease;  Dr.  Mauran  maintaining  the  opinion  tliat  it 
was  non-contagious.    Tiiis  treatise  was  soon  after  published. 

Dr.  Mauran  was  at  an  early  period  of  liis  professional  life  appointed 
Physician  .and  .Surgeon  of  the  Providence  Work  House,  and  tliis  eng.age- 
ment  continued  after  the  inmates  had  been  removed  to  the  new  Dexter 
Asylum,  in  18-27,  eitlier  in  an  active  or  consulting  capacity  down  to  the 
period  wlien  he  withdrew  from  active  practice.  He  was  lor  a  long  time 
one  of  tiic  Commissioners  of  the  Dexter  Donation  Fund,  and  in  <ine  or 
the  other  of  these  c.ipacilies  he  was  thus  connected  with  lliis  Institution 
for  nearly  half  a  century.  He  was  the  medical  attendant  of  the  Provi- 
dence Friends'  School  for  a  series  of  years  from  its  earliest  establish- 
ment. 

He  was  deputed  by  the  City  Government  of  Providence,  in  1832,  to 
visit  New  York  City  to  investigate  the  facts  connected  wiih  tlio  Asiatic 
Cliolera,  which  then  first  made  its  appearance  in  tliis  country.  He  under- 
took the  duties  with  great  alacrity  and  fearlessness,  visiting  the  Nesv 
York  Hospitals,  and  thus  acquired  much  valuable  information  respecting 
that  disease.  In  the  year  1856,  after  a  long  and  successful  professional 
career.  Dr.  Mauran  relinquished  general  pnictice,  and  with  his  family 
enjoyed  nearly  two  years  of  delightful  travel  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
On  his  return  to  the  United  .Stales,  he  avoide<l  the  duties  of  his  i)rofe.ssion 
as  much  as  possible,  and  finally  withdrew  from  practice  altogether,  iind 
spent  the  reniainiler  of  his  life  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  several  of 
his  children  reside,  passing  .some  of  the  winters  in  Florida  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health. 

He  was  married  in  Providence  on  the  12th  of  October,  1820,  to  Sophia 
(Russell)  Sterry,  daughter  of  Cyprian  Sterry,  a  merchant  of  Providence. 
Mrs.  Mauran  died  in  Providence.  August  28,  1851,  leaving  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  survived  their  father.  Dr.  Mauran  was 
entliusi:islically  fond  of  his  profession  and  posses.sed  great  .aptitude  for  it. 
His  ready  sympathy  and  cheerful  manner  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
aQ'ection  of  those  who  came  under  his  treatment.     Possessed  of  a  consli- 
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tion  of  great  nattu-al  vigor,  he  regulated  his  own  life  with  that  prudent 
observance  of  the  laws  of  health  which  enabled  him  to  reach  the  ripe  age 
of  over  seventy-six  years,  with  but  few  intervals  of  sickness.  lie  was 
eminently  social  in  his  temperament,  and  enjoyed  and  enlivened  a  large 
circle  of  friends  beyond  those  witli  whom  he  was  professionally  con- 
nected. 

Dr.  Mauran  was  twice  elected  President  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Providence  Fran]<lin  Society,  and  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry. 
At  the  foundation  of  the  Butler  Asylum  for  the  Insane  he  was  elected  one 
of  the  cons'dting  physicians  and  surgeons,  a  position  to  which  he  was 
annually  reelected  during  his  life.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Medical  Society,  and  in  1868  was  elected  President 
of  the  Alumni  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Columbia  College,  New 
Yorlv.  To  his  efiorts  our  State  is  mainly  indebted  for  the  establishment 
of  its  system  of  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths.  Dr. 
Mauran  became  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  July 
lOlh,  183ti,  and  seveial  times  re.-id  p.apers  before  it.  Under  the  origi- 
nal organization  he  was  a  Trustee  from  1838  to  1846. 

Near  the  close  of  his  life  he  was  aware  of  the  insidious  attacks  of  dis- 
ease which  he  felt  assured  would  soon  reach  a  fatal  termination.  He 
calmly  awaited  the  inevitable  result,  maintaining  his  intellect  unim- 
paired, and  peacefully  closed  his  long  and  valuable  life.  He  died  in  New 
York  City,  at  the  residence  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Brown,  on 
the  8tli  of  June,  1873. 


Samuel  Barrett  Cosiiing,  second  son  of  Daniel  Cooke  and  Sus.an 
(Jarvis)  Gushing,  was  born  in  Providence  on  the  21st  of  February,  1811. 
He  was  educated  at  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Providence,  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  commenced  thestudy  of  civil  engineer- 
ing, under  Mr.  Holmes  Hutchinson,  chief  engineer  of  the  Blackstone 
Canal,  then  being  constructed  between  Providence  .and  Worcester,  and 
remained  with  him  until  the  ciinal  was  finished.  After  this  ho  was  en- 
gaged in  v.arious  minor  works  until  1830,  when  he  opened  an  oftice  in  his 
native  town,  carrying  on  a  general  engineering  business  for  several  years; 
during  which  time  he  ran  the  boundary  line  between  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts,  and  also  made  the  principal  surveys  for  a  map  of  Rhode 
Island.     In  the  year  1837  he  removed  to  Illinois,  intending  to  make  a 
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lionip  in  tli;it  State.  In  1840,  liowcver,  he  receivoil  an  earnest  invitation 
from  llie  late  Edward  Harris,  and  others,  to  return  to  Rhode  Island,  for 
the  special  purpose  of  apportioning  the  water  power  at  Woonsocket  Falls, 
his  well-known  experience  rendering;  him  better  iiualified  to|ierfnrni  that 
delieato  duty  tlian  any  other  man  in  tlie  State.  He  perfdrmed  this  work 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  tlicn  took  up  his  residence 
peniianentlv  in  the  place  of  liis  birth.  .Since  his  return,  he  w.as  con- 
stantly employed  in  his  pi'ofession,  and  was  recognized  as  the  leading 
civil  engineer  in  tliis  section,  and  no  imiiortanl  work  was  nn<lertaken 
in  which  he  was  not  engaged,  either  as  chief,  or  consulting  engineer,  and 
it  w.-is  admitted  that  no  man  possessed  so  minute  and  .accur.vte  a  knowl- 
edge of  tlie  water  power  of  this  section.  The  business  public  had  such 
undonbting  reliance  on  his  sound  judgment  and  his  unswerving  integHty, 
tli.il  he  was  generally  cho,sen,  either  by  order  of  court,  or  selection  of 
parties,  to  adjust  complex  questions  of  w.ater  power,  and  from  his  decis- 
ions exceptions  were  .seldom  taken. 

He  w.as  the  Division  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  eastern  portion  the 
Hartford.  Providence  and  Fishkill  Railro;id  until  it  was  completed.  The 
granite  bridge  at  Pawtuckct,  over  Rlackstone  River,  the  railroad  bridge 
at  India  Point,  the  central  bridge  on  the  Seekonk,  and  the  railroad  bridge 
on  the  Shore  Line  Railroad,  over  the  Connecticut  River  at  Lyme,  were 
all  erected  by  him.  Almost  his  List  piece  of  woi-k  was  the  sujiervision  of 
the  removal  of  the  fiist  dr.iw  bridge  at  Point  Street  bridge,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  the  one  now  in  operation.  He  was  the  inventor  of  .a  method  of 
constructing  bridge  piers,  by  a  system  of  piles,  surrouniled  by  cast  iron 
cylinders,  the  intervening  space  being  filled  with  conciete.  This  plan 
has  been  successfuly  used  in  several  cases,  among  whii'h  are  the  piers  of 
the  Teusas  Railroad  bridge  near  Mobile,  the  India  Point  railroad  bridge, 
and  the  .Shore  Line  bridge  at  Lyme,  Conn. 

In  his  personal  character,  Mr.  Cushing  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  of 
men ;  his  temper  was  equable,  his  mind  w.as  well  stored  by  study  and 
rellection,  he  was  genial  in  his  feelings,  and  his  conversation,  character- 
ized as  it  w:xs  by  quiet  humor,  maile  him  an  entertaining  and  instructive 
companion.  His  deafness  restricted  his  social  intercourse,  to  a  very  lim- 
ited circle,  but  his  inlirmity  never  abated  his  innate  cheerfulness. 

In  1814,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  Anne  Rhodes,  widow  of  Charles  \V. 
Rhodes,  of  North  Providence,  and  daughter  of  Obadiah  Olncy,  of  that 
town.  She  died  in  1672.  They  had  four  -sons,  who  all  survived  them. 
Three  of  the  sons  continue  the  engineering  business  so  well  established 
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by  tlieir  fathei'.  Mr.  Cusliing  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society  July  1911),  1834.  He  died  in  Providence,  after  a  brief 
illness,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1873,  and  was  buried  in  Swan  Point  Cemetery. 


William  P.  Bl'~>D(;f.t,  .son  of  William  an<l  Mary  Anne  (Power) 
Blodget,  was  born  in  Providence,  Feb.  28th,  1809.  At  a  suitable  age  he 
was  placed  at  school  in  Andover,  Mass.,  and  subsequently  in  the  military 
school  of  Captain  Partridge,  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  completed  his 
education.  On  leaving  the  Academy  he  entered  his  father's  counting- 
room,  and  stayed  there  till  1834  or  1835,  when  he  commenced  biisiness 
for  himself  in  ti  e  city  of  New  York,  but  did  not  prosecute  it  long. 
On  his  return  to  Providence  he  became  a  partner  with  his  father,  and 
remained  with  him  until  the  business  was  closed,  shortly  before  his 
father's  death.  He  was  then  for  a  consider.ible  lime  connected  with 
Alfred  Wiight  in  the  coal  business  on  South  Main  street.  After  the 
breaking  up  of  this  business,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Wright,  he  became  the 
freight  agent  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  and  afterwards 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  He  was  for  several  ye.ars  President 
of  the  Gaspee  Insurance  Company,  in  Providence,  and  after  dissolving 
his  connection  with  that  institution,  continued  the  business  as  agent  for 
several  comp.-inies  until  his  decease.  JNlr.  Blodget  e.arly  entered  the  arena 
of  politics  as  a  member  of  the  Whig  parly,  and  in  the  campaign  of  1840, 
bore  an  active  part  in  securing  the  vote  of  Rhode  Island  for  General  Har- 
rison. M.iny  still  living,  .associated  with  him  in  that  campaign,  retain  a 
vivid  recollection  of  the  enthusiasm  infused  into  the  "  log  cabin"  meet- 
ings in  this  city  by  his  presence  and  his  musical  eflfbrts.  In  the  troubles 
of  1H42,  he  was  conspicuous  in  the  military  movements  to  suppress  what 
is  now  designated  in  history  as  ■'  the  Uorr  Rebellion."  Ilis  temperament 
was  genial,  and  a  few  minutes  in  his  presence  sufficed  to  divert  the  de- 
pressed mind  from  sombre  thoughts  '"He  had  a  clear  intellect,  .and  in- 
tuitive perception  of  the  strength  and  weakness  of  other.s,  a  strong  will, 
an  elasticity  of  spirit,  and  a  nervous  energy  that  was  e.xhaustless." 

Mr.  Blodget  was  twice  married,  but  left  no  issue.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Society  July  2d,  1872.  He  died  June  8th,  1873,  aged  64  years, 
3  months  and  11  days. 

ErciiAKD  Ray  Wakd  died  at  his  residence,  No.  8  Bond  street.  New 
York  City,  December  8th,  1673,  aged  78  years  and  21  days.     He  was  born 


NECKOLOGY.  71 

in  Groenwidi  street,  near  the  Baitery,  in  lli:it  city,  November  ITlli,  1795. 
Me  was  the  son  of  Colonel  Samuel  Ward,  who  served  with  distinction  in 
tlie  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  grand  son  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward,  of 
Rliode  Island. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  notice  was  educated  at  the  Academy  in  Ivist  (Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  in  which  town  his  fatlier.  wlio  liad  liccome  an  cuiim-nt  mer- 
chant in  Xew  York,  owned  a  farm  on  which  he  resided  in  retirement 
from  1803  to  1816.  In  the  lattT  year,  witli  a  view  of  I)eing  n(!arer  to  iiis 
children,  sever.al  of  whom  had  embarked  in  business  in  Xew  York,  Col. 
Ward  removed  from  his  farm  to  .Tamaic.i,  on  Lonjt  Isl.-ind 

In  1813.  young  Kicha-d  visited  Xew  York,  where  lie  p.-issed  the  winter. 
He  went  Ii.ick  to  Rhode  Island,  hut  returned  again  to  New  York  in  the 
spring  of  1813.  Having  completed  his  studies,  he  selected  the  law  for  his 
future  (trofe.ssion.  He  opened  an  offii  e  in  his  native  city,  and  afte.-  prac- 
ticing alone  for  some  time,  formed  a  partner>liip  under  the  i.ame  of 
W.iid  &  Hoyt.  and  .at  a  later  period  continued  business  imder  the  title  of 
AVard  &  Iliggins.  This  firm  were  extensively  employed  as  commercial 
lawyers.  They  had  the  Imsiness  of  Piime,  Ward  &  King,  John  Ward 
&  Co.,  and  seveial  other  banking  houses;  also  of  the  National  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  of  quite  a  number  of  mercantile  houses.  In 
1835,  Mr.  Ward  mnrried  Gertrude  Eliza,  d.uightcr  of  Edward  Doughty, 
Esq.,  of  New  York.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  was  two  d.-iughters. 
Gertrude  Ray,  who  mnrried  h.  B.  Dodd,  M.  I).,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and 
Annie  C.atrcna.     Mrs.  AVard  died  May  21sl.  1859. 

In  the  vigor  of  his  d.ays  Mr.  Ward  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  but 
in  the  1  iter  years  of  hslife  found  occupation  and  enjoyment  in  supervis- 
ing his|irivate  affairs,  in  his  books,  ami  in  tht  society  of  his  family,  con- 
nections :ind  other  friends.  Ho  was  for  many  ye.ars  a  Vestryni.an  in  the  • 
('hnrch  of  the  Ascension,  the  Rector  of  that  pi'riod  being  the  Rev  Jlan- 
ton  Eastburn,  D.  D.,  afterwarils  Bishop  of  the  Episi'opal  Diocese  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  was  Chairman  of  a  Literary  Confeder.-uy  or  Club,  which 
was  formed  in  1815-1816.  and  consisted  of  four  persons — Richard  Ray 
Ward,  Rt.  Rev.  Manton  Eastburn.  .Tohn  Neilson,  .Jr.,  and  Robert  C. 
Sands.  Of  these,  the  poet,  Sands,  died  in  lf-3-2;  the  artist,  Neilson,  died 
in  185-2.  the  clergyman,  Eastburn.  died  in  18TvJ  The  last  meetings  were 
in  1870  and  1871,  and  were  attended  by  the  two  survivors.  This  Club 
was  sometimes  called  "The  Urotlierhooil."  They  met  at  each  other's 
residences.  Some  of  the  earlier  meetings  were  attended  by  Gulian  C. 
Ver|>lanck  and  Willi.am  Cullen  Bry.ant.    The  club  put  npa  monument  to. 
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the  poet,  Ml-.  Sands,  in  Hobnkea,  and  Bishop  Eastbmu  officiiited  nt  the 
funeral  services. 

Mr.  Ward,  iliougli  born  in  New  York,  was  in  spirit  a  Rhode  Island 
man.  Through  his  entire  life  he  i-herished  the  fondest  recollections  of 
our  State,  and  was  ever  interested  in  her  advancing  prosperity.  He  was 
a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  of  dignified  manners,  and  will  ever  be 
held  in  pleasant  memory  by  many  surviving  contemporaries,  who  always 
found  a  cordial  welcome  to  his  hospitable  mansion . 

Mr.  Ward  was  remarkable  for  his  deep  interest  in  historical  studies  and 
antiquarian  researches,  as  well  as  for  his  recollections  of  distinguished 
contemporaries.  In  1823  he  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  and  in  that  relation  held  to  the  day  of 
his  death  a  senior  position. 

Mr.  Ward's  health  had  been  for  several  yeai-s  declining,  but  his  mental 
activity  w.as  but  slightly  if  at  all  abated  up  to  near  the  hour  of  his  depart- 
m-e.  He  was  abroad  for  the  last  time  on  the  4th  of  October,  when  he 
called  at  the  banking  house  of  his  i-elatives  the  Messrs.  Ward  &  Co.,  to 
cheer  by  his  presence  and  kindly  spirit,  the  sombre  atmosphere  with 
which  the  financial  panic  had  invested  Wall  street.  About  six  weeks 
before  his  death  in  rising  from  his  bed  he  fell  and  broke  his  leg.  From 
the  shock  given  to  his  system  by  this  casualty  he  never  rallied.  The  suf- 
ferings of  his  last  weeks  of  life  were  borne  with  patience  and  cheerful- 
ness. He  was  a  man  of  positive  and  deep  christian  convictions,  and 
passing  away  without  a  struggle,  his  last  moments  were  calm  and  peace- 
ful. 

,         "  Life's  duty  done,  as  sinks  tlie  clay, 
Light  from  its  load  the  spirit  flies ; 
While  heaven  and  earth  combine  to  say. 
How  blest  the  righteous  when  he  dies!  " 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  Ward,  which  was  largely  attended,  took  place  De- 
cember nth.  The  appropriate  services  were  conducted  at  liis  l.ite  resi- 
dence, by  Rev.  John  Cotton  Smith,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Jenckes,  of  Boston.  The  Pall 
Bearers  were  Henry  Grinnell,  John  T.  Irving,  James  II.  Titus,  Henry  K. 
Bogert,  Charles  E.  Butler,  Frederic  Prime,  Bernard  Roelker,  and  Henry 
T.  Drowne.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  the  remains  of  the  de- 
ceased were  followed  by  the  funeral  cortege  to  Greenwot)d  Cemetery, 
and  deposited  in  the  family  vault. 
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Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Browne,  died  in  Salein,  Mass.,  November  23d, 

1873,  nged  80  years  and  4  months. 

lie  w.as  a  descendant  of  Killing  Elder  John  Browne,  who  was  a 
prominent  and  influential  man  in  ."^alcm  during  tlio  first  halt'  century  of 
its  settlement  Dr.  Browne  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Andrew)  Browne,  of  Salem,  am]  was  born  in  that  city  July  14,  1793. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  leading  apothecary.  His  early  education  was 
in  the  Salem  schools,  commencing  in  1797  with  Jladani  Babbidge,  a  noted 
teacher  of  children  in  her  time,  and  continuing  under  Masters  Parker, 
Lang,  Southwick,  and  others.  Early  in  the  war  of  1812-15,  while  yet  in 
his  minority,  he  became  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  private  armed  ship 
Alfred,  and  subsequently  made  two  cruises  in  the  Frolic  as  Captain's 
Clerk,  Purser,  and  Sergeant  of  Marines.  The  privateer  to  which  he  was 
attached  was  in  Portsmouth  at  the  time  the  great  fire  occurred  there,  and 
young  Browne  was  ashore  with  several  of  the  officers,  and  rendered  efii- 
cicnt  assistance.  On  his  last  cruise  he  was  captured  and  taken  to  Bar- 
badoes,  and  finally  to  the  notorious  Dartmocjr  Prison,  where  he  h;ul  quite 
^n  eventful  experience,  of  which  he  has  written  a  very  vivid  account, 
published  in  several  numbers  of  the  Democratic  Review,  for  1846,  under 
the  title  of  "  Papei-s  of  an  Old  Dartmoor  Prisoner,  edited  by  Nathaniel 
Hawthorne." 

He  frequently  employed  his  pen  on  topics  of  interest,  and  was  espe- 
cially well  versed  in  matters  of  local  history  and  antiquarian  resean-h, 
making  valuable  contributions  to  the  newspapers  and  to  the  Essex  Insti- 
tute Historical  Collections.  He  also  occasionally  indulged  in  poetical 
composition,  of  which  we  recall  some  specimens  of  touching  merit. 

His  public  record  is  an  honorable  one.  He  was  Mjister  of  Essex 
Lodge,  F.  A.  ^L,  from  1824  to  1827;  Commander  of  the  Cadets  from  1825 
to  1828;  St.ate  Seu.ator  in  1843;  Postm:Lster  of  Salem  from  1845  to  1849; 
a  candidate  of  his  party  for  M.ayor  of  the  city  several  times;  and 
held  other  important  trusts.  In  the  high  party  days  of  Fed-^r-al  and  Dem- 
ocratic opposition,  he  was  one  of  the  coterie  of  Republicmis  who  fre- 
quented the  i?f^'s<cr  office ;  in  the  subsequent  division  of  parties  he  be- 
came a  J:ickson  Democrat;  and  in  his  later  years  w:is  in  full  accord 
with  the  Republican  party,  his  earnest  and  sterling  patriotism  being 
always  and  everywhere  conspicuous. 

He  commenced  his  apothecary  experience  with  the  late  Dr.  Edward  .S. 

Lang,  and  had  a  long  and  successful  career  in  the  business,  the  personal 

cc^duct  of  wliich  'he  only  resigned  at  a  comparatively  recent  period. 

After  he  had  relinquished  his  stock  and  stand  to  the  Messrs.  Price,  he 
10 
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continued  his  daily  visits  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  walk  out,  and  spent  a 
portion  of  every  day  at  his  accustomed  place  of  resort,  where  his  old 
companions  were  wont  to  seek  him.  He  was  of  an  eminently  bright  and 
cheerful  disposition,  witli  a  rich  fimd  of  anecdote  gathered  from  a  wide 
and  varied  experience,  and  all  his  acquaintances  took  great  pleasure  in 
his  society.  About  two  months  before  his  death  lie  suflered  a  slight  shock 
of  paralysis,  a  repetition  of  which  finally  proved  fatal.  lie  was  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  this  Society,  April  4,  1858. 


SoTE.— For  several  of  the  foregoing  Neerological  notices,  aclinowledgment  is 
due  to  Josepli  S.  Pitman,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  tlie  Eliocle  Island  Society  for  the  En- 
couragement of  Domestic  Industry,  In  the  Transactions  of  which  Society  they 
originally  appeared. 

In  the  notice  of  Mr.  Henry  B.  Drowne  mention  should  have  boon  made  of  his 
sisters,  who  united  with  him  iu  estiihlishing  the  Fruit  Hill  Classical  Institute. 
The  omission  was  inadveitent,  aud  was  not  discovered  mitil  after  the  page  had 
been  printed. 
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TO 

,RELiMiNART  to  the  history  of  the  Rhode  Island  Insti- 
tute OF  Instructiox,  it  will  he  proper  to  glance  at  the 
eoiulition  of  Education  in  the  early  days  of  the  Colony 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  rise  and  progress  of  her  Public 
School  System. 

If  the  Cause  of  Public  Education  in  Rhode  Island,  now  so 
universally  [ioi)ular,  did  not  at  an  early  day  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Body  Politic  here,  as  in  other  Colonies,  the 
neglect,  seeming  or  real,  should  be  attributed  rather  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  this  Colony  was  settled 
than  to  a  want  of  appreciation  of  good  learning.  It  will  be 
borne  in  mind  when  making  a  contrast  between  the  early 
educational  condition  of  Rhode  Island  and  that  of  her 
neighl)or  Colonies,  that  she  labored  under  clifBculties  which 
constituted  no  part  of  their  experience  ;  and  that  while  the 
settlements  at  Plymouth,  Boston,  Salem  and  New  Haven, 
were  beirun  with  organized  bodies  of  men,  bringing  with 
them  means  for  at  once  establishing  the  Church  and  the  School 
House,  our  Colony  Life  was  begun  by  a  handful  of  Refugees 
from  their  first  chosen  home  in  the  Bay  Colony,  too  few  in 
numbers  to  do  more  at  the  outstart  than  to  subdue  enough  of 
the  wilderness  to  make  for  themselves  an  unenviable  home  ; 
too  poor  to  command  at  the  moment  and  put  in  operation  the 
agencies  of  a  high  civilization ;  and  too  much  occupied  in 
protecting  themselves  against  aboriginal  and  other  dangers  to 
establish,  as  a  first  step,  the  Public  School  and  the  University. 
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Had  they  been  differently  situated,  a  different  aspect  would 
doubtless  have  been  put  upon  the  face  of  things  in  these 
Phmtations.  The  Leader  of  the  Conscience  Baud  who  fled 
first  to  Seekonk,  and  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  friendly 
Winslow,  and  possibly  of  the  no  less  friendly  Wiutlirop,  re- 
moved to  a  spot  he  named  Providence, — was  a  profound 
scholar,  and  could  not  but  have  had  a  just  comprehension  of 
the  imjiortauce  of  a  practical  education  to  a  rising  commu- 
nity. But  the  children  of  the  Plantation  Colony,  for  several 
years  after  its  founders  arrived  here,  must  have  been  so  few 
as  hardly  to  have  suggested  the  inuiiediate  necessity  of  a 
school, *while  the  pressing  demands  upon  the  time  and  services 
of  AVilliams  in  adjusting  local  vexations  and  in  serviug  the 
welfare  of  a  neighboring  Colony,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
give  thought  to  any  plan  for  establishing  a  system  of  [)opular 
education.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  no  interest  was 
felt  here  or  elsewhere  in  the  Colony  on  this  subject,  or  that 
no  measures  were  adopted  for  the  encouragement  of  educa- 
tion. In  1640,  one  year  after  the  settlement  of  Newport  was 
begun,  that  town  invited  Mr.  Eobert  Lenthal  "to  keep  a 
public  school  for  the  learning  of  youth,  and  for  his  encourage- 
ment there  was  granted  to  him  and  his  heirs  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  four  more  for  a  house  lot."  The  town 
also  voted,  "  that  one  hundred  acres  should  be  laid  forth  and 
appropriated  for  a  school,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  poorer 
sort,  to  train  up  their  3'outh  iu  learning."! 

These  one  hundred  acres,  it  is  supposed  by  some,  were 
originally  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Middletown, 
and  in  1661  were  exchanged  for  a  tract  subsequently  knov.'uas 
Newtown,  or  school  land.     In  1663,  this  trust  was  ordered  to 

*It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  1(180  the  population  of  Khode  Island,  exclu- 
sive of  Indians,  did  not  exceed  7,000,  and  in  1701,  sixty-five  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Providence,  it  had  increased  to  only  10  000.  Of  this  population,  the  largest 
portion  must  have  been  comprised  in  the  settlements  at  Providence,  Newport 
and  Warwick.  In  other  parts  of  the  Colony  the  necessity  for  schools  could  not 
have  been  pressing. 

t  Arnold,  i,  145,  146. 
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be  divided  into  lots,  "  and  to  be  sold  or  loaned  on  condition 
that  the  purchasers  should  pay  to  the  town  treasurer  an 
annual  rent  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the  schooling  and  educat- 
ing of  poor  chlKlren,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  town 
council  for  the  time  being."*  From  1775  to  1792  there  were 
seventy-eight  lots  in  Newtown,  denominated  "  school  lands," 
for  which  the  town  received  in  rents,  $181.42  per  annum. 

In  1(595,  Judge  Samuel  Sewall,  of  Boston,  conveyed  land 
in  the  Pettaqnamscut  Purchase  to  Trustees,  the  income  of 
which  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  ministry, 
and  to  the  instruction  of  "  the  children  and  youths  of  the 
above  mentioi:ed  town  of  Pettaqnamscut, f  as  well  English 
there  settled,  or  to  be  settled,  as  Indians  the  aboriginal  natives 
and  proprietors  of  the  place,  to  read  and  write  the  English 
language  and  the  rides  of  grammar."  The  school  Avas  for  a 
long  time  at  Tower  Hill,  and  among  the  instructors  were 
Constant  Southworth, Increase  He\vett,and  Robert  F.  Noyes.J 

In  the  following  year  (1696)  Judge  Sewall  conveyed  to 
Harvard  College  land  in  the  same  Purchase  "  for  and  towards 
the  support  and  education  at  said  College,  of  such  youths 
■whose  parents  may  not  be  of  sufficient  ability  to  maintain 
them  there,  especially  suc^h  as  shall  be  sent  from  Pettaqnam- 
scut aforesaid,  English  or  Indians. "§  In  1765,  Thomas  Niui- 
gret,  commonly  known  as  King  Tom,  Sachem  of  the  Narra- 
gansetts,  petitioned  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 
to  establish  a  Free  School  for  the  children  of  the  tribe. 
Ninigret  was  born  in  1736,  and  became  Sachem  in  1746. 

In  1697,  Newport  voted  other  school  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  a  school  master.  In  1706,  a  school  house  was  built  at  the 
public  charge.  To  defray  the  expense  the  town  sold  six  acres 
of  land,  and  laid  a  tax  of  £150.  In  1713,  the  town  voted  to 
establish  another  school,  and  Benjamin  Nicholson  was  chosen 
schoolmaster. II     In  1726,  one  hundred  and  six  acres  of  land 

*  BarnariVs  Heport,  1848,  p.  Uo, 

t  Now  Exeter. 

t  Potter's  Early  Iliaton,'  of  Xarragansett.  pp.  20 1.  291.  §  Ibid. 

II  In  171f),  Portsmouth '*  haviug  considered  how  excellent  an  ornament  learning 
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were  voted  for  a  school  house  in  the  eastern  p;irt  of  the  town. 
From  this  date  until  the  American  Revolution,  a  commend- 
able interest  in  the  cause  of  education  was  manifested  in 
Newport-  an  interest  th;  t  for  a  time  was  paralyzed  by  the 
influences  of  the  war.  In  1795  the  Long  Wharf  Association 
of  Newport,  adopted  measures  to  establish  a  public  school, 
and  provided  for  its  support.  The  same  year  Mr.  Simeon 
Potter,  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  gave  to  the  Association,  in  trust, 
an  estate  in  that  town,  "to  support  a  Free  School  forever." 

In  1827,  a  public  school  system  in  a  modified  forin,  was 
carried  into  effect,  and  in  1828,  Governor  Fenner  contributed 
$100  to  the  school  fund  of  Newport,  "  instead  of  giving  the 
time  honored  'treat'  to  the  people  on  election  day," — the 
usual  expense  of  the  treat  ))eing  that  amount.  From  this 
period,  the  interest  in  popular  education  has  advanced  in  that 
cit}',  and  at  the  present  time  the  public  schools  there  are 
among  the  best  in  the  State. 

Providence,  in  1663,  laid  out  and  reserved  "one  hundred 
acres  of  upland  land  and  six  acres  of  meadow  (or  lowland  to 
the  quantity  of  eight  acres,  in  lieu  of  meadow,")  "for  the 
maintenance  of  a  school."  Previous  to  this,  home  instruction 
or  a  Dame's  school,  probabl}',  answered  the  needs  of  the  child- 
ren of  the  town. 

The  first  recorded  acts  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol  in  relation 
to  schools  bears  date  September,  1682,  when  it  was  voted, 
"  that  each  person  that  hath  children  in  town  ready  to  go  to 
school,  shall  pay  three  [lence  the  week  for  each  child's  school- 
ing to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  town  by  rate  according  to 
each  ratable  estate  shall  make  the  wages  to  amount  to  £24 
the  year.  The  selectmen  to  look  out  a  grammar  schoolmas- 
ter and  use  their  endeavor  to  obtain  £5  of  the  cape  money 
granted  for  such  an  end."     "  September,  1648,  voted  £2-1  the 


is  to  mankind,"  adopted  measures  to  build  a  school  bouse  on  the  south  side  of  the 
town.    Six  years  later  two  other  school  houses  were  built.— Arnold's  K.  I.,  ii..  59. 
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year  lor  ]Mr.  Cobbett,  he  ofEciiiting  in  the  phicc  of  :i  achool- 
maotcT  in  tliis  town."* 

From  iin  curly  date  Bristol  has  been  fortunate  in  its  choice 
of  ccjuimittees,  whose  labors  have  been  etl'ective  in  giving  a 
high  character  to  the  schools  of  that  town. 

Although  "  no  public  education  at  the  expense  of  the 
town  "  was  provided  for  in  Warren,  pi'evious  to  1828,  the 
public  records  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  of  which  Warren  was  a 
part  until  1718,  show  tiiat  becoming  care  was  taken  to  secure 
for  its  children  and  yoiitii  tiie  benefit  of  educational  instruc- 
tion. The  same  is  true  of  Barrington,  also  a  part  of  S\Van- 
sea,  and  which  was  erected  into  a  distinct  township  in  1717. 
As  early  as  1673,  "  three  3'ears  after  old  Plymouth  had  voted  a 
freeschool  witiiin  her  borders, "f  a  school  was  set  up  "for  the 
teaching  of  grauuiiar,  rhetoric,  and  arithmetic,  and  the 
tongues  of  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew,  also  to  read  English 
and  to  write."  Of  this  school  Rev.  John  INIyles  was  ap- 
pointed master,  at  "at  a  salary  of  £40  per  annum  in  current 
country  pay."  Whether  or  not  this  sum  was  intended  as  a 
full  equivalent  for  his  services  as  clergyman  nud  school  teacher, 
there  seems,  at  a  later  day,  to  have  been  differences  of  opin- 
ion. In  1(399,  Mr.  Jonathan  Bosworth  was  appointed  "to 
teach  ill  the  several  places  in  the  town  by  course,"  at  a  com- 
pensation of  £18  per  year,  "one-quarter  in  money  and  the 
other  three-quarters  in  provisions,  at  money  price."  In 
1702,  Mr.  John  Devotion  was  chosen  to  fulfil  similar  peripa- 
tetic duties  at  a  salary  of  "  £12  current  money  of  New  Eng- 
land, to  be  paid  quarterly,  and  the  town  to '  pay  for  his  diet,'  " 
be-idcH  an  allowance  of  20s.  "  towards  the  keeping  of  his 
horse. "J 

From  1718   until   1828,  when   regular   appropriations    of 
money  for   puljlic   education  by  the  town   fii'st    begun  to   be 

♦These  facts  have  been  oited  to  show  that  from  a  very  early  date  the  education 
of  the  young  was  not  undervalued,  nor  wholly  unx^rovided  for. 
tBickueU's  History  Bari-iugtou,  p.  91. 
JFessenden's  History  Warreu,  pp.  S3,  81. 
11 


82  HISTORY   OF   THE 

made,  the  people  of  Warren  have  not  been  unmiiulful  of  the 
:  intellectual  needs  of  the  young,  and  the  steady  advance  of 
jiublic  sentiment  has  secured  to  that  town  school  convenieu- 
cies  and  advantages  that  will  compare  favoi"al)ly  with  tliose  of 
other  coninumities. 

The  pul)lic  school  idea,  now  developed  into  grand  propor- 
tions which  renders  it  the  glory  of  the  State,  was  slow  of 
growth.  Like  some  of  tiie  beautiful  productions  of  nature, 
its  bloom  and  fruitage  could  not  be  prematurely  forced.  It 
found,  however,  through  a  long  seiies  of  years,  faithful  cidti- 
vators,  who,  amidst  the  tcmijorary  expedients  of  private 
schools  and  of  proprietors'  schools,  pei severed  in  watching 
over  and  protecting  the  precious  plant,  resting  in  hope  of  its 
ultimate  [)erfection.  Among  the  most  conspicuous  of  these, 
dating  from  1684,  when  William  Turpin  was  thc^  tirst  school- 
master in  Providence  of  whom  any  memorial  remains,*  until 
171)9,  were  John  Dexter,  William  Hopkins,  Joseph  Whipple, 

*  It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  something  more  than  is  now  known  of  the  ex- 
perience of  Mr.  Turpin  as  a  teacher.  His  native  place  and  the  year  of  his  arrival 
in  Providence,  is  unknown.  The  earliest  record  of  liim  found  bears  date  June 
11th,  1684,  on  which  day  he  covenanted  with  William  Hawkins  and  his  wife  Lydia, 
'■to  furnish  Peregrine  Gardner  with  board  and  schooling  one  year  for  sis  pounds; 
forty  shillings  of  which  in  beef  and  pork;  porlc  at  two-pence,  and  beef  at  three- 
pence half-penny,  per  lb.;  twenty  shillings  in  corn,  at  two  shillings  per  bushel; 
and  the  bnhinee  in  silver  money."— (Staples's  Annals.)  That  Mr.  Turpin  intended 
to  make  teaching  a  permanentoeeupation  in  Providence,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  in  January,  1G85,  he  petitioned  the  town  to  invest  him  and  his  heirs  with  the 
land  set  apart "  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  a  school  master,"  ■'  .so  long  as  he  or  any 
of  tliem  should  maintain  that  worthy  art  of  teaching."- (Town  Records.)  That 
his  petition  was  gi'anted  the  records  do  not  show.  Mr.  Turpin  must  have  been 
held  in  universal  respect,  and  have  possessed  ihe  confidence  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men as  a  man  of  discreet  judgment  and  unimpeachable  integrity,  as  we  And  that 
he  twice  represented  Providence  in  the  General  Assembly,  was  one  year  Town 
Clerk,  and  lor  upwards  of  fourteen  years  was  Town  Treasurer.  He  died  in  the 
early  part  of  1744.  His  house  stood  on  the  west  side  of  North  Main  street,  nearly 
opposite  tbe  fourth  Baptist  meeting  house.  At  one  time  the  General  Assembly 
held  their  sessions  there.  According  to  a  statement  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Samuel 
Thurber,  "  this  was  a  very  sightly  place,  and  a  place  of  considerable  business. 
He  bad  a  large  yard  with  an  elm  tree  in  it,  a  Une  garden,  handsomely  fenced  in, 
through  which  there  ran  a  small  brook,  which  came  from  a  swamp  laying  a  little 
to  the  eastward  of  where  the  meeting  house  now  is." 
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Nicholas  Cooke,  Joseph  Ohic}^  Esck  Hopkins,  Elisha  Brown, 
John  ^lawney,  Xichulas  Brown,  Elijah  Tillinghast,  Daniel 
Abb(jt,  Baizillai  Richmond,  Jolin  Brown,  John  Jenckcs,  Na- 
thaniel Greene,  Charles  Keene,  Darius  Sessions,  Samuel 
Nightingale,  Jabez  Bovven,  Moses  Brown,  Enos  Hitchcock, 
James  Manning,  Theodore  Foster,  William  Jones,  Richard 
Jackson,  John  Howland,  Samuel  Thurhcr,  Grindall  Reynolds, 
Nathan  Fisher,  Peter  Grinnell,  Jonathan  Maxcy,  Joseph 
Jenckes,  James Burrill,  Jr.,  David  L.  Barnes,  Geoige  R. Bur- 
rill,  Samuel  W.  Bridgham,  Stephen  Gano,  John  Carlisle, 
Thomas  P.  Ives,  Joel  Metcalf,  Richard  Anthony,  and  Wil- 
liam Richmond. 

In  17(J7,  an  important  advance  step  was  taken  in  Provi- 
dence in  the  direction  of  "  providing  schools  for  all  the  child- 
ren of  the  inhabitants."  Hon.  Jabez  Bowen  wrote  a  report 
which  was  laid  before  a  town  meeting,  January  1,  1768,  em- 
bracing a  system  of  public  instruction.  In  this  it  was  pro- 
vided : 

"  That  every  inhabitant  of  this  town,  whether  they  be  free  of  the  town 
or  not,  shall  have  aucl  enjoy  an  equal  ri^ht  and  privilege,  of  sending  their 
own  chikh-en  and  the  children  of  others  that  may  be  under  their  care,  for 
instruction  and  bringing  up  to  any  or  all  of  said  schools." 

But  the  time  for  a  full  appreciation  of  this  recommenda- 
tion had  not  arrived,  and  it  was  rejected.  In  1791,  Presi- 
dent Mannir.g,  of  Brown  University,  as  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee to  whom  a  petition  of  some  citizens  for  the  estal)lish- 
ment  of  public  schools  had  been  referred,  drew  up  a  report 
reconnnending  substantially  what  Gov.  Bowen  had  proposed 
twenty-four  years  before.  This  report  was  presented  at  a 
town  meeting,  held  August  1,  and  accepted,  though  it  con- 
tained an  obnoxious  clause  which  prevented  any  further  action 
being  ttdvcn  upon  it.* 

♦This  clause  recommcndeil  that  as  the  Friends  then  had  a  school  of  their  own 
in  which  their  children  were  instructed  and  would  continue  to  be  instiucted,  they 
should  he  permitted  to  draw  from  the  town  treasury  nioney  to  support  their 
school  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  attending  it. 
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Thus  far  the  action  of  Providence  had  been  local  in  its 
character,  viz.  :  to  establish  free  schools  within  its  own  limits. 
In  1798,  a  new  era  dawned  upon  the  State.  A  movement 
was  commenced  in  Providence  to  expand  the  pul)lic  school 
idea,  and  accomplish  for  every  town  in  Rhode  Island  wliat 
had  thus  far  been  attempted  in  her  principal  capital.  In 
other  words  to  establish,  by  legislative  enactment,  a  Slate 
Piiblic  iSchool  System.  A  leading  man  in  this  enterprise  was 
John  How.land,  who  found  himself  ably  sustained  by  earnest 
men  of  various  professions  and  occupations.  Mr.  Howiand 
was  distinguished  for  sound  judgment,  far-reaching  discern- 
ment, slvill  in  execution,  and  unconquerable  persistence.  His 
position  in  the  community  gave  him  a  strong  influence  with 
the  wealthy  and  with  the  laboring  classes,  and  as  the  hostil- 
ity to  free  schools  was  found  largely  among  the  latter,  he  was 
able  to  do  much  to  create  a  better  sentiment  among  them. 
In  his  place  of  business,  in  the  street,  and  by  the  lire-side, 
free  public  schools  was  made  by  him  a  topic  of  conversation. 
He  agitated  the  subject  in  town  meeting,  and  in  the  jNIechau- 
ics'  Association,  then  the  most  influential  organization  in 
Providence.  Under  the  direction  of  that  Association,  and  in 
its  name,  he  wrote  a  memorial  which  was  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  Feliruary  session  in  East  Green- 
wich, in  17iJ9,  soliciting  that  honorable  bod}'  "  to  make  legal 
provision  for  the  establishment  of  free  schools,  sufficient  to 
educate  all  the  children  in  the  several  towns  throughout  the 
State."*  The  memorial  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  which 
reported  by  bill  at  the  June  session  the  same  year.  Tiie  l)ill 
was  printed,  and  referred  to  the  freemen  for  instruction.  The 
instructions  given  by  the  town  of  Providence  to  its  represen- 
tatives to  vote  for  the  bill,  were  written  by  Mr.  Howiand. 
They  set  forth  that  "on  the  question  of  free  schools  all  party 
distinctions  are  broken  down.     Here  there  can  be  no  clashing 

*Tlie  Representatives  from  Provittence  at  this  session  of  tlie  General  Assembly 
Tvere  John  Smith,  Thomas  P.  Ives  and  David  L.  Barnes,  all  of  whom  were  stead- 
fast friends  of  public  freesehools. 
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of  interests.  On  this  subject  one  section  of  tlie  State  cannot 
be  opposed  to  another.  Ik'fore  this  lienevolent  ide:i,  every 
partial,  narrow  motive  of  local  policy  must  disappear."*  At 
the  October  session  of  the  General  Assembly  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  in  the  Senate  it 
was  postponed  until  the  session  in  February,  1800,  when  that 
body  concurred  with  the  House,  and  a  public  free  school  law 
became  an  established  fact.  This  law  continued  in  force 
three  3'ears,  whi.'u  it  was  repealed.  But  in  that  three  years 
the  tree  of  knowledge,  thus  legally  planted,  had  struck  deep 
and  spread  wide  its  roots,  and  exhibited  a  vitality  that  bid 
defiance  to  the  destructive  infiuenee  of  mal-lcgislation."| 

It  seems  surprising,  at  this  late  day,  that  a  s^'stem  for  the 
free  education  of  all  classes,  should  have  been  so  soon  abro- 
gated.    Yet,  it  is  no  more  surprising  than  that,  in  1818,  a 

*It  is  wortliy  of  record  here  that  the  repeal  of  the  school  law  had  no  injurious 
effect  upon  the  schools  in  Providence,  but  rather  stimulated  their  fi'iends  to  more 
earnest  endeavors  in  their  behalf.  The  system  was  continued  unchanged,  except 
l>y  such  improvements  as  time  and  experience  suggested.  From  year  to  year 
they  increased  in  usefulness  and  in  favor  with  the  people.  The  firm  position 
taken  by  the  friends  of  education  in  that  town,  and  the  success  to  wliicli  the 
school  system  there  voluntarily  maintained,  attained,  attracted  attention  in  every 
part  of  the  State,  and  did  much  to  rally  public  sentiment  by  which  the  passage  ol 
the  school  law  of  1S2S  was  secured.  In  the  subsequent  etfoits  from  that  date  to 
lS50made  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  education  so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of 
an  increasing  intelligence,  the  disinterested  services  of  Francis  Wayland,  Samuel 
W.  Bridgliam,  Alexis  Caswell,  Alexander  Duncan,  .John  L.  Hughes,  William  T. 
Grlnnell,  William  S.  Patten,  Esek  jUdricU,  S.  Augustus  Arnold,  J.  P.  K.  Henshaw, 
Seth  Padelford,  George  Baker,  William  Gammell,  Moses  B.  Ives,  Thomas  M.  Bur- 
gess, Edward  E.  Young,  and  the  members  of  the  School  Committee  generally, 
were  invaluable.  Since  1850,  the  same  spirit  has  i^revailed,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  schools  of  Providence,  in  their  several  gi'ades,  are  not  elsewhere  sur- 
passed.   The  High  School  takes  rank  with  the  best  in  the  country. 

tThe  rise  andprogressof  the  publicschooLs  in  Providence  forms  one  of  the  most 
interesting  chapters  in  the  history  of  Education  in  Ehode  Island.  Those  who  wish 
to  learn  more  of  its  details  than  are  here  given  may  consult  the  Life  of  John  How- 
land,  and  Barnard's  "Report  and  Documents  relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of 
Rhode  Island."  In  all  his  elTorts  in  behalf  of  popular  education  Mr.  Howland  was 
e  ncouraged  by  the  support  of  Rev.  Drs.  Hitchcock,  Maxcy,  and  Gano,  Governor 
William -Tones,  Richard  -Jackson,  Jabcz  Bowen,  .James  Biirrill,  Jr.,  Amos  M.  At- 
well,  and  other  influential  citizens  of  the  town. 
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proposition  to  estiihlisii  primary  schools  in  Boston,  shonld 
have  been  opposed,  or  than  the  indifierence  to  educational 
improvement  that  prevailed  with  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
as  late  as  1840.  In  a  lecture  delivered  at  Topstiekl,  in  that 
State,  before  the  Essex  County  Teachers'  Association,  by  the 
late  Horace  ^Iann,thcn  Sccrctaiy  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
he  said:  "In  our  own  times,  in  such  low  estimation  is  this 
highest  of  all  causes  held,  that  in  these  days  of  conventions 
for  all  other  objects  of  public  interest, — when  men  go  hun- 
dreds of  miles  to  attend  railroad  conventions,  and  cotton  con- 
ventions, and  tobacco  conventions,  and  when  the  delegates  of 
political  conventions  are  sometimes  counted,  asXerxes  counted 
his  arni}-,  by  acres  and  square  miles, — yet  such  has  often  been 
the  disjiersivc  effect  upon  the  public  of  announcing  a  connnon 
school  conver.tion,  and  a  lecture  on  education,  that  I  have  que- 
ried in  my  own  mind  whether,  in  regard  to  two  or  three  coun- 
ties, at  least,  in  our  own  State,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  alter 
the  law  for  quelling  riots  and  mobs  ;  and,  instead  of  summoning 
sheriff's  and  armed  magistrates  and  the  posse  comilatus  for 
their  dispersion,  to  put  them  to  flight  by  making  proclamation 
of  a  discourse  on  conmion  schools."  But  tiiis  sharp  sarcasm 
of  INlr.  Mann  had  a  wiiler  application  than  he  gave  it.  At 
the  time  it  was  uttered  a  general  apathy  prevailed  among  ^he 
people  of  the  New  England  States,  as  it  did  among  those  of 
all  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  in  regard  to  the  condition 
of  public  free  school  education, — an  apathy  that  required  the 
utmost  etforts  of  earnest  workers  to  remove. 

In  1844,  more  than  seven  thousand  school  houses  in  the 
State  of  New  York  were  destitute  of  suitable  play  grounds, 
while  nearly  six  thousand  were  unprovided  with  convenient 
seats  and  desks,  and  in  almost  every  other  respect  were  unfit 
for  the  uses  for  which  they  were  erected.* 

*  The  state  Commissioner  says, '*  neai-ly  eight  thousand  were  destitute  of  tlie 
proper  facilities  for  ventiUition,  and  upwards  of  six  thousand  witliout  a  privy  of 
any  sort,  while  of  the  remainder  hut  about  one  thousand  [out  of  nine  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-eight]  were  provided  with  privies  containing  IdifTerent 
apartments  for  male  and  female  pupils  I " 
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In  1S47,  ii  depreciation  in  the  effectiveness  of  the  schools  in 
many  parts  of  Pennsylvania  was  reported.  In  New  Jersey  it 
was  declared  that,  to  establish  a  Normal  School,  "  would  be 
an  int'rini,'ement  of  the  rightful  liberty  of  the  citizen,"  while 
of  Indiana  it  was  said  by  one  of  her  own  sons,  "We  have 
borrov-ed  millions  for  the  physical  improvement  of  oiu'  State, 
but  we  have  not  raised  a  dollar  by  advalorem  taxation  to  cul- 
tivate the  minds  of  our  children  !  "  * 

These  citations  are  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  deficiencies  of  Rhode  Island  by  pointing  out  the  defects 
of  sister  States,  but  merely  to  show  that  an  almost  criminal 
indiftVrence  to  the  education  of  the  masses  was  universal,' and 
that  the  need  of  reformation  in  our  own  State  was  but  a 
sample  of  needs  felt  and  acknowledged  throughout  the 
country. 

In  1843,  public  sentiment  had  so  far  advanced  in  the  right 
dirtiction,  that  Governor  Fenner  was  authorized  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  appoint  a  State  Agent,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  use  all  legitimate  means  for  ])romoting  the 
interests  of  education  in  every  town  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
thus  aid  in  av^akening  a  new  enthusiasm,  and  in  raising  to  a 
higher  level  the  standard  of  instruction.  In  the  same  year, 
Hon.  Henry  Barnard,  of  Connecticut,  was  appointed  to  fill 
this  olSce,  upon  the  duties  of  which  he  entered  with  chiirac- 
teristic  zeal.  His  time  was  constantly  employed  in  visiting 
the  different  towns  in  the  State,  delivering  lectures,  holding 
educational  meetings,  editing  an  educational  journal,  estab- 
lishing free  libraries,  and  in  other  ways  doing  an  almost 
in;iedil)le  amount  of  work. 

Dming  a  lapse  of  nearly  twenty-eij^ht  years,  the  great  mis- 
take of  the  General  Assembly  of  lfe03,  in  repealing  the 
school  law,  was  painfully  ap|)arent  all  over  the  State. 
Every  town  had  thereby  been  left  to  do  what  seemed  right  in 
its  own  eyes — to  make  provision  for  schools  or  not — and  in 
all  towns  in  which  the  popular  mind  had  not  been  enlightened 

♦Address  to  the  Legisliilure  of  Indiana,  by  one  of  the  people,  1847. 
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by  the  inculcation  of  generous  views,  and  stimulated  to  action 
by  a  strong  sense  of  public  duty,  the  means  of  education 
were  lamentably  deficient.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
"Proprietors  Schools"  took  form,  with  a  view  of  securing 
for  the  young  the  education  they  were  othorwije  in  danger  of 
losing.  The  proprietors  school  houses  were  built  Mud  owned 
by  a  compan}'  of  individuals  who  employed  a  teacher  at  their 
own  expense  to  educate  their  children.  Others,  not  projjrie- 
tors,  but  having  children,  were  permitted  to  send  them  to  the 
same  schools,  by  paying  a  fixed  simi  for  tuition.  To  both 
classes,  therefore,  these  Avere  "  pay  schools."  But  this 
arrangement,  though  conferring  a  benefit  upon  many  who 
otherwise  would  have  become  outcasts  from  the  common- 
wealth of  letters,  failed  to  answer  the  growing  wants  of  the 
State.  In  1827,  the  friends  of  a  wiser  policy  made  a  grand 
efibrt  for  a  change.  That  year,  at  the  October  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  a  memorial  was  presented,  asking  for  the 
establishing  of  ''a  general  system  of  education,  extended  at 
the  public  expense,  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  State."  On  the 
basis  of  that  memorial,  plans  for  organizing  a  sj'stem  of  free 
schools  was  brought  before  the  General  Assembly,  by  John 
B.  Waterman,  of  "Warwick,  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  others,  which  were  embodied  in  "  An  Act  to  es- 
tablish Public  Schools,"  and  ably  advocated  at  the  January 
session,  1828,  by  Messrs.  Waterman,  Tillinghast,  Dixon,  of 
Westerlj',  and  Potter,  of  South  Kingstown.  After  a  pro- 
tracted discussion,  the  bill  passed  the  house  I>y  a  vote  of 
fifty-seven  in  the  affirmative  and  two  in  the  negative.  It 
passed  the  Seua^te,  with  a  few  amendments,  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice.  The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  foundation  was  thus  a  second  time  laid  for  a  Puljlic 
School  System  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  law  underwent  various  changes  and  modifications  until 
1844,  when  the  "Agent  of  Public  Schools"  was  directed  to 
prepare  the  draft  of  a  school  law,  in  which  the  various  public 
and  special  acts  on  the  subject  should   be   cousolidated,  and 
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such  aclditioiiiil  provisions  engiafted  as  sbould  lip  liiought 
necessary  or  desirable.  This  was  done  hy  Mr.  Barnard  with 
great  completeness. 

To  this  Act,  the  late  Hon.  AViikins  Updike,  then  a  mcniher 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  gave  an  earnest  and  pow- 
erful support.  In  a  highly  effective  speech,  setting  forth 
"the  wide-spread  disafl'cction  with  the  schools  as  they  are," 
and  "the  inefficient  manner  in  wliicli  the  system  io  adminis- 
tered," the  dilapidated  condition  of  school  houses,  the  need 
of  better  qualified  teachers,  and  the  duty  of  the  State  and  of 
the  towns  to  do  more  than  had  been  done  for  the  supjiort  of 
school.s,  he  added  :  "  We  must  elect  capable  men  to  tlie  office 
of  school  committees,  and  men  of  education  and  wealth 
must  consent  to  act  as  committees.  These  committees  must 
sec  that  none  but  moral  and  qualified  teachers  are  emnloyed, 
and  tiiat  our  young  men  and  young  women  may  qualify  them- 
selves to  be  teachers,  let  us  contribute  of  our  means  as  indi- 
viduals to  establish  and  maintain  model  schools  and  Normal 
schools.  Let  us  have  our  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  In- 
struction, which  shall  meet  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  State, 
where  teachers  and  the  friends  of  education  may  come 
together  and  discuss  the  great  subject  which  concerns  the 
improvement  of  the  pul)lic  schools.  Let  us  go  round  into  dis- 
tricts and  point  out  to  parents  and  to  our  fellow-citizens  gen- 
cralh',  existing  defects,  and  all  desirable  and  practical  reme- 
dies, in  the  management  and  government  of  these  schools." 

"  But  let  us  start  right.  Let  us  have  an  oi-ganization  to  begin 
with,  so  that  our  efforts  will  not  be  thrown  away,  and  our 
money  squandered  as  now.  Let  us  iiave  a  law  by  which 
good  schools  can  be  established  if  we  can  convince  the  peo- 
ple that  it  is  their  interest  to  establish  them.  Let  us  have  a 
law  by  which  none  but  qualiffed  teachers  shall  be.  employed. 
Let  us  have  a  law  by  which  the  enormous  evil 
and  expense  arising  out  of  a  constant  change  of  school  books 
shall  be  remedied  :  and  all   new  sciiool   houses   erected   after 

judicious  plans  and  directions Let  us  have  au 
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officer  \vlios(^  intelligence,  experience,  and  constant  oversight 
shall  give  efficiency  and  uniformity  to  the  administration  of 
the  system — who  shall  go  round  among  the  schools,  hold 
meetings  of  teachers,  parents  and  the  friends  of  education, 
break  up  the  apatliy  which  jirevails  in  some  parts  of  the  State, 
eidightcn  tlic  ignorant,  and  direct  the  eflbrts  of  all  to  one 
great  and  glorious  end,  the  training  of  all  the  children,  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  in  all  sound  and  worthy  practice.  Let  us 
have  a  State  pride  on  this  subject.  Let  us  aim  to  be,  what  I 
am  sure  we  can  become,  from  our  compact  population,  and 
the  comparative  wealth  of  all  our   people,  the   educated  and 

educating  State  of  this  Union Let  the   census 

of  the  United  States,  and  above  all,  let  pence  in  our  own 
borders,  the  security  of  pi'o})erty,  the  dignity  and  value  of 
labor,  the  cheerfulness  and  happiness  of  every  tircside  and 
workshop  in  the  State,  proclaim,  that  there  is  not  a  child  of 
suitable  age,  who  is  not  at  school,  or  an  inhabitant  of  the 
State  who  cannot  read  or  write,  or  who  has  not  access  to  a 
well-selected  library  of  good  books."  , 

State  Cominissioner. 

The  Act  thus  advocated,  was  passed  at  the  June  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  1844,  to  take  effect  in  July,  1845. 
By  this  Act,  the  office  of  Comniissiduer  of  Public  Schools 
was  established,  and  with  extended  powers  took  the  place  of 
the  State  agency. 

Mr.  Barnard  had  not  been  lono-  enffasred  in  a  survey  of  the 
State  by  which  he  was  made  familiar  with  the  local  hindrances 
to  the  progress  of  his  work,  before  he  became  sensible  of  the 
need  of  an  organization,  embracing  alike  practical  educators 
and  the  friends  of  education,  through  which  the  people  could  4. 
be  more  frequently  reached  than  it  would  be  possible  for  him 
alone  to  do,  and  which  at  the  same  time  by  its  moral  support 
would  impart  inc  reased  efficiency  to  his  own  endeavors.  Out 
of  this  need  came  the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruc- 
tion, whose  histoiy,  in  these  pages,  is  briefly  recorded. 
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Formation  of  the  Institute. 

Ill  till'  latter  part  of  tlic  year  1844,  at  the  sii<rj;'esti()ii  of 
Mr.  Barnard,  Mr.  Amos  IVrry,  then  Principal  of  the  Sum- 
mer Street  Grammar  Sehool,  in  Providenee,  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  meeting  of  teaelurs  and  the  friends  of  education 
to  be  held  in  the  City  Council  chamber,  to  considei'  the  sub- 
ject of  organizing  an  association,  whose  oliject  should  be  to 
awaken  among  the  people  a.  l)roader  and  deeper  intcres^t  in 
public  schools,  and  at  the  same  time  lend  its  support  to  INIr. 
Barnard  in  his  work  as  State  Conanissioner.  The  meeting 
was  held  according  to  previous  notice,  at  which  Nathan 
Bishop,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  in  Provi- 
dence, presided.  Tweirty-tivc  or  thirty  teachers,  most  of 
them  engaged  in  the  pui)lic  schools,  and  a  few  other  persons 
were  present.  Mr.  Barnard  being  unable  to  attend  in  conse- 
quence of  severe  indisposition,  i\Ii'.  Perry  explained  the 
oiyect  of  the  meeting,  stating,  in  substance,  Mr.  Barnard's 
views  and  wishes.  After  a  free  interchange  of  opinions,  dining 
which  several  gcntlenu'ii  manifested  a  want  of  fiilh  in'asso- 
ciate  action,  a  conmiittee  was  a[)[)()inted  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  forming  a  State  Educational  Association,  and  to 
take  such  measures  for  that  object  as  they  should  deem  expe- 
dient. This  committee  consisted  of  Joiin  Kingsbury,  Nathan 
Bishop,  Amos  Perry,  Henry  Da}-,  and  John  J.  Stimson. 

The  represeiitative  character  of  the  committee  will  be 
noted.  All  of  them  were  identitiecl  with  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. One  meml)er  was  at  the  head  of  a  private  school  ;  one 
Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools;  one  at  the  head  of  a 
Grammar  school  ;  one  the  senior  teacher  in  the  High  school, 
and  one  an  influential  member  of  the  School  Committee.  The 
several  meetings  of  tliis  connnittee  were  lield  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Pul)lic  Schools.  After  delilierately 
considering  the   question,  shall   we  have  an  Association?  it 
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was  agreed  that  the  enterprise  should  go  forward,  and  the 
foundation  of  the  Institute  was  laid.  "Tlienceforward,"says 
one  actively  engaged  in  the  preliminary  movement,  "  there 
was  no  discussion  about  the  importance  of  combined  or  asso- 
3iate  action.  It  became  a  necessity.  Obstacles  and  obstruc- 
tions of  whatever  nature  gradually  disappeared.  The  officers 
were  selected,  after  a  careful  canvass,  with  a  view  to  their 
qualifications  and  usefulness.  Friends  whom  we  had  never 
known  came  forward  and  lent  a  helping  hand.  After  a  \-ear 
or  two  instead  of  witnessing  the  decline  and  death  that  had 
been  foretold,  we  had  from  the  same  lips  a  more  hopeful  pre- 
diction. This  time  the  Institute  was  to  live  and  prosper  a 
hundred  years.  This  sentiment  uttered  in  a  strain  of  elo- 
quence in  the  First  Baptist  meeting-house  was  received  with 
applause  by  attentive  listeners,  and  influences  were  thrown 
in  favor  of  such  broad  and  manly  action  as  tends  to  such  a 
result. 

"  The  Association  adopted  the  name  of  the  eldest  educa- 
tional association  of  the  country,  with  a  view  of  indicating, 
on  a  restricted  scale,  its  general  policy  and  mode  of  action. 
The  two  associations  were  alike  in  their  general  outlines, 
though  different  in  their  sphere  of  action.  One  belonged  to 
New  England,  or  the  nation,  and  the  other  to  the  little  State 
of  Rhode  Island.  While  teachers  naturally  took  a  leading 
part  in  tiio  deliberations  of  the  Institute,  all  friends  of  educa- 
tion without  regard  to  profession  or  calling,  were  invited  to 
co-o])erate  for  the  conuuon  cause  and  to  share  the  honors  and 
responsibilities  of  membership.  Exclusiveness  and  clanish- 
ness  were  foreign  to  its  spirit  and  object.  A  free  and  cordial 
intercourse  between  different  classes  and  professions  was  in- 
vited and  encouraged,  with  a  view  to  breaking  down  partition 
walls  and  introducing  life  and  li^ht  to  the  dark  chambers  of 
the  mind.  It  was  remarked  by  Mr.  Barnard  when  the  plan 
of  organization  was  under  consideration,  that  education  is 
many-sided  and  is  Ijest  promoted  by  a  combination  of  influ- 
ences from  various  sources."  * 

•  Letter  from  Hon.  Amos  Perry  to  tbe  author. 
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To  the  foregoing  siccount  ii  few  piirticulard  may  be  .-Killed. 
The  atlJDurned  meeting  referred  to  was  held  in  the  State 
House  ill  Providence,  .laiiuarv  -'1,  llSl.i,  when  the  committee 
to  whom  the  whole  Milijee't  ii:id  been  eominitted,  made  a  re- 
port wliieh  is  liere  })iesent  d,  as  expressing  the  feelings  and 
convietions  of  those  earliest  in  the  movement : 

"  Whatever  iloulit  niny  exist  in  rcjravd  to  tho  influences  of  popular  edu- 
cation, in  other  eounli-i(,'s,  tliere  can  be  none  in  regard  to  the  United 
Slates.  Here,  it  may  be  ;issutued  as  an  axiom,  that  tlie  people,  the  whole 
people  should  be  educated.  Our  institutions,  eivil,  politieal,  and  relij;ious, 
all  iniperativelj  demand  it  How  shall  this  be  done?  is  the  only  question 
that  udraits  of  discussion.  To  ihis  question  only  one  rational  answer  can 
be  given — cliiefly  by  public  or  common  schools. 

"  Whatever  influence  may  be  exerled  l)y  the  press,  by  the  college,  and 
high  schools,  in  advancing  education,— and  wo  have  no  doubt  but  titat 
influence  is  great  and  indispcii.sable;  it  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  sup- 
posed that  these  means  are  suflicient  to  eAiw.iXu  a  whole  people.  History 
does  not  present  a  solitary  examjjle  of  a  country  or  province,  where  edu- 
cation has  been  tmiversal,  without  some  instrumentality  analogou_s  to 
common  schools. 

••  [..iterature  and  science  may  flourish  where  only  the  wealthy  few  are 
highly  educated.  It  is  possible  that  the/c«7.  by  monopolizing  the  emolu- 
ments an<l  privdeges  which  superior  knowhidge  confers,' may,  while  the 
uiimy  are  toiling  in  agricidture  or  mechanic  arts,  rise  to  hiiiher  attain- 
ments, and  cause  science  and  literature  to  take  deeper  root  .and  to  bring 
forth  mature  fruits.  Though  such  fruits  mig'it  bi  ing  blessings  with  them, 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  requires  rather  the  <lifl'iision  tiian  the  accu- 
mulatinii  of  knowledge.  It  was  the  boast  of  Henry  I\'  ,  of  France,  that 
he  would  ■  take  e.ire  that  every  peasant  siiould  be  in  such  a  conditiim  as 
to  hav<5  a  fowl  in  his  pot.'  It  should  be  the  care  of  our  country  lh:it  every 
child  nhould  be  edw.alcd. 

" Our  forefathers  laid  us  under  deep  oidig.ation,  therefore,  when  they 
consecrated  the  common  school  to  the  education  of  the  people.  Ought 
we  not  deeply  to  regret  that  within  our  own  State,  that  mission  has  not 
been  fully  accomplished.  Tlien;  tire  those-  among  us  who  cannot  read  or 
write.  Never  should  the  friends  of  education  ri'sL  till  this  stain  is  wiped 
from  the  escutcheon  of  the  State  Though  we  h.ail  with  delight  the  deep 
interest  now  beginning  to  be  awakcnc^l  in  diflVrent  parts  of  the  State, 
still  it  is  an  important  question,  wh.al  furtlu'r  can  be  dune  to  give  our 
public  school  system  an  impulse  so  vigorous,  as  to  send  its  fiilh  st  blessings 
to  the  most  seclud<Hl  district. 

IJght  must  be  difl'used  in  regard  to  the  subject  Parents  must  be  roused 
from  apathy  by  having  the  evils  of  ignorance  and  the  blessings  of  knowl- 
edge placed  before  them;  the  connection  between  crime  and  ignorance 
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niiiPt  be  shown ;  it  must  be  (lemonstnitcil  that  knowh'ilge  not  only  leads  to 
higher  elevation  of  character  hero,  and  better  hopes  of  a  future  life,  hut 
it  must  be  proved  ihat  an  intelligent,  educated  man  will  earn  more 
money  than  an  ignorant  one;  the  incompetency  of  teachers  must  be  ex- 
posed, and  public  sentiment  must  be  made  to  demand  better;  in  short, 
we  should  ail  be  brought  to  the  full  conviction  tliat  gooci  public  schools 
^  are  a  powerful  safeguard  of  our  country.  ]n  view  of  tliese  and  similar 
considerations,  we  deem  it  expeilient  to  form,  at  the  presiMit  time,  a  State 
Association  for  the  promotion  of  public  school  education." 

This  report,  after  l)eing  discussed,  was  retcrred  to  u  com- 
mittee of  which  JNIr.  Baniai'd  was  chairman,  witli  instructions 
to  present  a  constitution  at  an  a<lj()urued  meeting.  Tliis 
meeting  at  which  Hon.  U'ilUins  Updiiic,  (jf  South  Kingstown, 
presided,  was  held  in  Westminster  Hall  on  th(^  evening  of 
January  25,  l!<45,  when  the  constitution,  preparetl  by  Mr. 
Barnaiil,  was  reported  and  ad(^i)ted.  At  an  adjourn,  d  meet- 
ing lield  in  tiie  Vestry  of  tile  First  B.iptist  Churcli,  on  the 
2Stii  of  Janu.-uy,  the  organization  ot  tii(>  Institute  was  com- 
pleted hy  the  choice  of  tlie  following  officers: 


I  President, 

■  Vice  Presidents, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Treasurer,    - 
Directors, 


John  IvINGSBUKY,  Providence. 
WiLKiNS  Ul'DiKE,  South  KingstowH. 
AiiiEL  Ballou,  Woonsockei. 
Nathan  Bishoi',  Providence. 
Joshua  D.  Giddings,  Providence. 
ThoS.  C.  IIautshorn.  Providence. 
William  Gammki.l,  Providence, 
Amos  Peki!Y,  Providence, 
Calkh  Fa. ..mm,  Pn^vidence, 
JoSKrii  T  SiSSON,  Norlhl'ro\  idcnce, 
J.  T.  Hauknkss,  Smithfield, 
J.  B.  Tallman,  Cumberland, 
L.  W.  Ballou,  Cumberland, 
J.  S.  TouuTEl.LOTT,  Glocester. 
Samuh.  Gkef.ne,  Smithticld. 


During  the  first  year  of  the  Inslitute,  s[)irited  meetings 
under  its  auspices  were  held  in  Providence,  Newport,  Biistol, 
Warren,  Woonsocket,  East  Greenwich,  Valley  Falls,  Che- 
patchet,  Olueyville,  Scituate,  Fruit   Hill,    Pawtuxct,  Foster, 
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;tii(l     Kiiinston.        At    these    meetings    the    fblh)\viiig  topies 
■\ve|-e  (liseil.>?ed  : 

"  How  parents  can  cooperate  with  teachers." 

"The  vahie  of  a  jounil  public  opinion  on  the  subject  of  education." 

'■  That  ihe  wlmlc  communiiy,  and  not  a  part,  slioulil  be  eiliu  ateil." 

"  Methods  of  disciplining  and  managing  schools." 

"The  necessity  of  agraduatii>n  of  schools." 

"Methods  of  securing  good  teachers." 

"Public  selioiils  tlie  only  availal)le  nietliod  of  educating  the  entire  coni- 
uuinity." 

"  Importance  of  educating  the  young  morally  as  well  as  intellectually." 

"Methods  of  teaching  reading." 

"Methods  of  teaching  spelling." 

"Music  as  a  branch  of  ed.ication  in  schools." 

"Tliat  .1  State,  in  order  to  make  the  most  of  its  n-sources,  must  know 
how  to  use  them." 

"  That  a  State  will  increase  in  wealth  in  proportion  ti^  the  intelligence  ■ 
of  its  population." 

Tlie  proiiiMinme  of  tiie  Teaehers'  Institute  hekl  in  1S47, 
iindei  tlie  irenenil  supervision  of  the  State  Commissinner,  in- 
die;ites  tlie  [iraetieal  ehaiaeter  of  tliose  meetings,  and  is  a  fair 
sample  of  tlie  work  engaged  in  dnring  the  earlier  years  of 
struggle  fur  a  higher  educational  life.      It  is  as  follows: 

"1.  A  review  of  the  studies  usually  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
State,  with  exemplitications  of  the  best  method  of  instruction  in  each 
branch,  and  with  special  attention  to  such  diflicultics  as  any  member  of 
the  Institute  may  have  encountered  in  teacliiiig  the  Siime. 

'■  d.  Faniili.ar  lectures  am!  discissions  among  the  meml)ers,  on  the  or- 
ganization of  schools,  the  classification  of  pupils,  .and  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  teaching. 

"Public  lectures  and  discussions  in  the  (!V(>ning,  on  topics  calculated 
to  int(M-est  parents  and  the  communiiy  generally,  in  the  subject  of  ihIucji- 
tion.  and  ihe  organiz.ition.  aduimistration   and  improvement  of  schools." 

Every  teaelier  was  requesteil  to  eoniniunieate  a  list  of  such 
topies  as  he  wished  to  have  eonsidered  at  the  session  of  the 
Institute  which  he  proposed  to  attend, —  to  be   provided  with 
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;i  Bihic  or  TestMinont,  a  slate  and  pciail,  Avitli  prii  mirI  ink  or 
lead  pencil,  and  n  blank  or  common-place  liook  in  which  to 
enter  notes,  and  also  with  the  reading  hook  nscd  i)y  the  tirs-t 
class  in  the  town  where  he  taught,  or  proposed  to  teach.  By 
this  method  the  meetings  of  the  Institute  becami'.  in  large 
degree,  mutual  improvement  seasons. 

The  topics  presented  and  discussed  bionght  out  the  best 
thoughts  of  practical  te;.chers.  Their  mutual  experiences  in 
the  school  district  and  in  the  school-room,  related  in  a  free  and 
unstudied  conveisatiou,  became  a  valuable  treasure  to  each  ; 
and  as  they  returned  to  their  daily  duties,  the}'  felt  that  they 
had  not  only  been  lefreshed  b}- the  social  enjoyments  of  these 
occasions,  but  had  found  new  helps  to  futuie  success  in  their 
vocation. 

At  the  tirst  annual  meeting,  held  in  Pro\idence,  January 
15,  l<S4ti,  the  President,  in  a  l)rief  review   of  the  year,  said  : 

"  Tlnoiigli  this  Association,  and  ooinity  societies  of  a  siiiiilar  naliu'c, 
avast  amount  of  volnntaiy  l.ibor,  in  tliis  cause,  has  been  perf'irraeil; 
and,  app.arently,  a  veiy  deep  public  interest  has  been  created-  Hy  these 
means,  united  with  legislative  action,  a  train  of  measures  lias  been  put 
in  motion  vvhicli  already  indicate  .a  ereat  iui[)rovcraent  in  tiie  public 
mind — a  train,  which,  if  not  prematurely  interrupted,  will  ultimately, 
and  at  no  distant  period,  raise  the  public  schools  of  this  State  to  the 
highest  rank  among  the  means  of  popular  education.  It  is  n..t  too  much 
to  s.ay,  that  probably  no  State  in  the  Union  has  made  greater  progress  in 

the  same  space  of  time .1   venture  to  predict  that  if  the 

friends  of  education,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  shun  all  partizan  and 
seotari.in  alliances,  those  who  choose  to  throw  themselves  as  inipedi- 
ments  in  the  way  of  this  cause,  will  wage  a  war  which  will  recoil  upon 
their  own  heads.  Let  us,  then,  go  forward  with  steady  courage  and  cheer- 
ful hearts.  Let  us  manifest  activity,  decision  and  energy ;  but  let  Ihem 
a!l  be  guided  liy  that  wisdom  which  selects  the  best  means  for  the  attain- 
ment of  given  ends." 

The  second  annu.il  meeting,  held  at  the  Stati'  Iloii-e  in 
Providence,  January  7th,  1847,  was  nu'.iierously  attended  by 
the  tViends  of  education  from  all  parts  of  the  .Slate.  It  v.as 
a  goodly  company  of  large  hearted  and  disinterested  workers. 
President   Kiiigsbur}'   was   in   the   chtiir   to  congratulate  the 
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Association  on  the  success  tliat  liad  thus  far  attended  the 
educational  cntei'in-ise  in  the  State,  and  to  urge  "continued 
action  and  zeal  by  which  the  noble  objects  in  view  might  be 
achieved."  Dr.  Wayland  was  there  to  advocate  tiie  establish- 
ing of  district  school  libraries  througliout  tiie  State,  as  was 
Commissioner  Barnard  to  designate  the  amount  of  money 
necessaiy  to  procure  tiieni,  and  to  suggest  the  manner  of 
raising  it.  William  S.  Baker,  the  devoted  agent  of  the  In- 
stitute and  helpful  c<<adjntor  of  the  State  Commissioner, 
was  there,  to  tell  of  the  old  school  htniscs  that  had  been  reno- 
vated, the  new  school  houses  tiiat  had  been  erected,  the  spirit 
of  inquiry  that  had  l)een  awakened,  and  the  active  movements 
every  where  visil)le  in  the  State.  Kev.  ]Mr.Vail,  of  Westei'ly, 
Judge  Whipple,  of  Coventr}',  Dr.  Ballon,  of  Cumberland, 
and  Mr.  George  Manchester,  of  Portsmouth,  were  there,  to 
testify  to  the  hajjpy  results  of  the  educational  movement  in 
their  respective  towns.  Hon,  William  Himter,  of  Newport, 
was  there,  to  relate  school  reminiscences  of  his  early  days, 
and  to  draw  a  favorable  contrast  between  17!)7  and  1847; 
and  Superintendent  Bishop  was  there,  to  show  how  much  the 
enlightened  eiforts  of  Rhode  Island  were  appreciated  aliroad. 

Mr.  Amos  Perry,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
presented  an  able  report,  comprising  a  resuim  of  the  woik  of 
the  ^ear.  It  exhiliited  practical  views  of  Tcacheis' Institutes 
and  (it  the  iuiportance  of  a  Normal  Scho(>l.  It  took  elevated 
ground  touching  teaching  as  a  [jrofession.  It  affirmed  that 
"the  best  talents  of  the  community  should  be  enlisted  in  the 
profession  of  the  teat-her,  and  with  them  should  be  associated 
those  accomi)lishments  and  attractions  which  give  power  and 
influence  over  mind  and  character."  It  closed  with  an  earnest 
invitation  to  "the  citizens  of  the  State  tn  continue  to  co-ope- 
rate in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  that  cause  whiuh  under- 
lies all  the  great  interests  <sf  the  State,  and  is  the  foundation 
and  pillar  upcm  which  rests  the  broad  fabric  of  our  republican 
institutions — the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people." 

A  ineinmial  t/)  the  legislature  was  reported  and  adopted, 
13 
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asking  an  api)ropriation  for  the  purcliase  of  volumes  of  the 
"  Journril  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruction,''  to  be 
placed  in  the  several  districts  of  the  State. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Institute,  held  in  tlie  same 
place  on  the  evening  of  January  24th,  184!S,  was  a  session  of 
no  loss  interest  and  profit,  thf)ngh  more  tiiinly  attended  on 
account  of  strong  attractions  elsewhere.  A  valnal)Io  and 
suggestive  re[iort  was  made  in  behalf  of  th<>  Executive  Com- 
mittee, by  Mr.  Caleb  Fainimi,  and  earnest  addresses  were 
made  by  Messrs.  William  Gammell,  Joseph  T.  Sisson,  Henry 
l^arnard,  Nathan  Bishop  and  WilUins  Updike.  A  communi- 
cation from  Rev.  Mr.  Vail,  of  Westerly,  was  also  read, 
irivinir  "a  cheering  account  of  the  cause  of  education  in  his 
vicinity."  One  thousand  dollars  had  Iieen  recently  raised  in 
that  town  for  the  establishment  of  a  I.iilirary. 

"Mr.  Updike  illustrated  tlie  progress  of  etlucatinn  in  this  Slate.  He 
could  speak  from  an  extensive  observation.  Ho  knew  the  '  District 
Se/iool  as  it  was,"  in  Rhode  Island.  He  had  known  some  of  its  teaeliers, 
men  vvho  were  employed  withont  the  slightest  regard  to  their  qnaliBca- 
tions  as  educators.  He  had  known  those  employed  in  the  sacred  office 
of  teacher  for  tlie  very  reason  that  they  were  unlit  for  anything  else. 
They  were  too  stupid,  shiftle.ss.  and  feeble  in  body  and  mind  to  eain  their 
bread  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  hence  were  employed  to  teach  school. 
He  had  known  a  man,  an  instructor  of  youth,  whose  word  upon  oath  was 
not  to  be  respected  in  one  of  om-  civil  courts.  Such  teachers,  ho  rejoiced 
to  say,  could  not  now  be  found  in  our  schools-  A  different  policy  pre- 
vails. Te.-icliing  is  now  regarded  as  a  pro.'ession.  second  to  none  in  im- 
portance. Those  who  enter  it  liave  to  undergo  a  rigid  examination. 
They  must  have  a  good  knowledge  nf  the  branches  in  whicli  they  are  to 
instruct.  They  must  possess  a  good  moral  character.  Tiiey  must  adopt 
improved  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline.  They  mnsl  devote  their 
time  .and  their  efforts  to  their  schools.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  no 
longer  seek  the  cheapest,  but  the  best  men,  to  train  and  instruct  their 
children.' 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Institute  was  held  in  ^V'est- 
minsterHall,  Providence, the  week  following,  (January  25th,) 
which  was  addressed  at  length  by  Mr.  Barnard,  who  gave  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  etibrts  that  had  been  put  forth  during 
the  previous  four  years  for  the   improvement  of  the  public 
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schools.  New  schools  hiid  Ijeeii  established,  new  school 
houses  erected,*  :ind  the  averiige  amount  of  school  attend- 
ance greatly  increased. 

Ill  concluding  his  remarks,  Mr.  Barnard  said  : 

"  But  let  no  Rhode  Islimdor  forget  the  imnionse  fiinil  of  talent  which 
has  sUiuihered  in  unconsciousness,  or  been  only  half  developed,  in  the 
coiinlvy  towns  of  this  Stale  by  reason  of  tlie  defective  provision  for  general 
education.  Let  the  past  four  years  be  the  first  years  of  a  new  era — an 
era  in  wliieh  education,  universal  education,  the  complete  and  thorough 
education  of  every  child  born  or  living  in  the  State,  shall  be  realized. 
Let  the  proljlem  l)e  solved — how  niueh  waste  by  vice  and  crime  can  be 
prevented,  how  niu'di  the  productive  power  of  the  Slate  e.in  be  augmented, 
how  far  iiappy  homes  c.in  be  multiplied,  by  the  right  cultivation  of  the 
moral  nature,  an<l  the  proportionate  development  of  the  intellectual  fac- 
ulties of  every  child;  — how  much  more,  and  how  much  better,  the  hand 
can  work  when  directed  by  an  intelligent  raind;  how  inventions  for 
abridging  labor  can  be  multiplied  by  cultivated  and  active  thought;  in 
fine,  how  a  State  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people  ran  be  made 
equal  to  a  State  of  ten  times  that  number;  can  be  made  truly  an  empire 
State,  riding  by  the  supremacy  of  mind  an<l  moral  sentiments.  All  this 
can  be  accomplished  by  filling  the  State  with  ('dacated  mothers,  well 
qualified  te.-ichers,  and  good  books,  and  bringing  tliete  mighty  agencies  to 
bear  directly  and  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  upon  every 
child  , and  every  adult Educate  well,  if  you  can  educate  only 

*ln  Ills  Report  for  1848,  Mr.  Barnard  said  :  "To  Jlr.  Thomas  A.  Tefft,  of  Provi- 
dence, luuoli  credit  is  due  for  the  taste  he  has  displaved  in  the  designs  furnished 
by  hiiu.  and  for  the  elevations  which  he  drew  for  plans  furnished  or  suggested  by 
the  Commissioner.  He  should  not,  however,  be  held  responsible  for  the  altera- 
tions made  in  his  plans  by  the  committees  and  canienters  having  charge  of  the 
erections  of  the  buildings  after  plans  furnished  by  him." 

School  houses,  after  Mr.  Teflt'»  designs,  were  erected  in  Westerly,  Allendale, 
Barringtou,  Warren,  Centreville  and  Providence.  The  latter  is  the  house  built 
on  Benefit  street  for  the  Young  Ladies'  School,  for  many  years  kept  by  Hon.  John 
Kingsbury,  and  now  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Stockbridge.  D.  D.  Mr.  Tefft 
was  a  native  of  Richmond,  and  commenced  his  career  as  a  school  teacher  at  the 
early  age  of  17  years.  He  came  to  Providence  and  studie  d  architecture  with  Tall- 
map  &  Bucklin.  He  entered  Brown  University  and  graduated  with  the  Degi-ee  of 
B.  P.  He  subsequently  visited  Europe,  and  acquainted  himself  with  the  various 
styles  of  architecture  in  England,  Scotland,  France,  Lombardy,  Italy  and  Russia. 
While  abroad,  he  perfected  a  system  of  Universal  Currency,  which  in  its  main 
features  was  adoi^ted,  though  without  acknowledgment,  by  a  conference  repre- 
senting nineteen  nations,  held  at  Paris  in  1S67.  Mr.  Tefft  died  at  Florence,  De- 
cember 1-2, 1859,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  34th  year  of  his  age. 
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one  sex,  tlie  feniiile  chiTiTren.  sn  that  every  home  shall  have  an  piluoaled 
mother.  Bring  the  mighty  stimulus  of  the  living  voiee  anil  well  matured 
thought  on  great  moral,  scientific,  literary  and  practical  lopics,  to  hear 
on  the  whole  community  so  far  as  it  can  he  gathered  together  lo  listen  to 
popular  lectures.  Introduce  into  every  town  and  every  family  the  great 
and  the  good  of  all  past  tim(!.  of  this  .and  other  countries,  by  means  of 
public  lihr.-ii'ies  of  w(d!  selected  books.  And  above  all,  provide  for  tlie 
profession.al  training,  the  permanent  emplo3'ment.  and  reasonable  com- 
pensation of  teachers, — and  especially  of  female  teachers,  for  upon  their 
agency  in  popular  education  must  we  rely  for  a  higher  style  of  manners, 
morals  and  intellectual  culture." 


Sentiments  like  tlicse  can  never  become  oltsolete. 

Tlie  meeting  was  also  addressed  liy  Messrs.  William  Gam- 
mell,  O.sgood  and  Bishop. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Kingsbury  declined  re-election  as  President 
of  the  Institute,  an  office  he  had  held  eleven  years  with  great 
acceptance.  These  were  years  of  vast  importance  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Institute.  It  was  the  foimative  period  in  the 
new  educational  dispensation,  and  its  industry  in  molding 
chaotic  elements  into  seemly  form  was  well  rewarded.  Old 
errors  were  lirought  to  light  and  exploded,  new  methods 
were  brought  forward  and  establisiied,  and  a  broad,  solid 
foundation  w;is  laid,  upon  which  to  build  a  s^'stem  such  as 
the  progress  of  the  age  and  the  needs  of  the  State  demanded. 
Mr.  Kingsbnry's  mature  experience  as  the  Principal  of  a 
flourishing  School  for  Young  Ladies,  his  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  leading  educators  of  the  time,  whose  assistance 
as  lecturers  he  was  able  to  command,  his  thoiouch  tmder- 
standing  of  the  philosoiih}-  of  education,  together  with  the 
confidence  reposed  in  his  sound  judgment,  eminently  quail- 
tied  him  to  give  eflectivc  dii-cction  to  the  operations  of  the 
Institute,  and  his  labors  to  tiiat  end  were  untiring.  To  his 
forecast  and  .ictivc  interest  the  Associiition  is  indebted  for  a 
fimd  from  the  income  of  which  a  portion  of  its  annual  ex- 
penses is  defrayed. 

On  retiring  from  a  pos.ition  that  had  been  marked  by  great 
industry  and   success,  the  appreciation  of  Mr.   Kingsbury's 
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services  by  the  Institute  was  expressed  in  the  following  reso- 
lution, unanimously  adopted  : 

"Resolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  this  Institute  are^  liereby  given  to  Mr. 
John  Kingsiiury  for  his  long,  very  abfe  and  very  faithful  services  as  its 
fii-st  President,  and  tliat  we  heartily  congratulate  him  on  the  success  of 
his  eflbrts  in  behalf  of  our  Association,  and  in  the  great  cause  of  educa- 
tion, to  which  tlie  earnest  laljors  of  his  life  have  been  so  efficiently  de- 
voted." 


Professor  Sanuiel  S.  Greene,  of  Brown  University,  was 
elected  to  till  tiie  office  vacated  by  Mr.  Kingsbury,  and  hekl 
it  four  years.  Dnring  this  time  he  l)rought  many  valdable 
influences  to  the  support  of  the  Institute.  He  Ial)ored  earn- 
estly to  estahlisii  tlie  Normal  School  ou  a  solid  foundation^ 
and  to  elevate  the  standard  of  education,  Ivy  lectures,  addresses, 
and  the  stimulus  of  personal  comnumication  with  individuals- 
interested  in  the  cause.  In  this  work  he  was  vigorously 
assisted  by  Mr.  Dana  P.'Colbourn,  whose  sudden  death  by 
casualty  in  1855,  awakened  sadness  throughout  Rhode  Island,, 
where  he  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed,  as  it  did  iin 
the  wide  circle  of  friends  in  other  States,  Professor  Greene- 
retired  from  the  presidency  of  the  Institute  in  18(50.  The- 
successive  incuml)ents  to  January,  1874,  have  been  John  J.- 
Ladd,  William  A.  Mowry,  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  Noble  W. 
DeMunn,  James  T.  Edwards,  Albert  J.  Manchester,  and? 
Merrick  Lyon.*  The  distinguishing  features  of  these  respective- 
administrations  will  be  seen  uu  the  synopsis  of  meetings  given, 
in  subsequent  pages.  Under  each  ]Dresi(lent  the  Institute  has- 
continued  to  prosper.  Its  value  as  an  educational  agent  was- 
never  more  highly  estimated  than  at  present. 

The  educational;  condition  of  the  State  in  1844,  jis  relates- 
to  school  houses,  length  of  school  terms,  attendance,  etc.,  is 
fairly  exhibited  by  the  following  statements  derived  from  offi- 
cial sources  : 

*Mr.  Isaac F.  Cady,  an  experieucecl  educator.succeecled  Mr.Lyoii  as  Prcsixlent,- 
January,  lS7i. 
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"As  the  scliodl?  wort;  then  organized,  four  hundred  and  five  sihool 
houses  were  required,  whereas  but  three  lumdred  and  twelve  were  pro- 
vided. Of  these  twenty-nine  were  owned  Ijy  towns  in  their  corporate 
capacity;  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  by  proprietors;  and  one  liundred 
and  forty-live  by  school  districts.  Of  two  hundred  and  eighty  houses 
from  which  full  returns  were  received,  including  those  in  Providence, 
twenty-five  were  in  very  good  repair;  sixty-two  were  in  ordinary  repair; 
and  eighty-six  were  pronounced  totally  unfit  for  school  purposes;  sixty- 
five  were  located  in  the  public  highway,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
directly  on  the  line  of  the  road,  without  any  yard  or  outbuildings 
attached  ;  and  but  twonly-one  iiad  a  play  ground  enclosed.  In  over  two 
hundred  school  rooms  Ihe  average  Insight  was  less  tlian  eight  feet,  with- 
out any  opening  in  the  ceiling,  or  other  eflectual  means  for  ventilation  ; 
the  seats  and  desks  were  calculated  lor  more  than  two  pupils,  arr.mged 
on  two  or  three  sides  of  the  room,  and  in  most  instances,  where  the  re- 
sult of  actual  measurement  was  given,  the  highest  seats  were  over 
eighteen  inches  from  the  floor,  and  the  lowest,  except  in  twenty-five 
schools,  were  over  fourteen  inches  for  the  yemngest  pupils,  and  these, 
seats  were  unprovided  with  backs.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  schools 
were  unfurnished  with  a  clock,  bhackboard,  or  thermometer,  and  only  five 
were  provided  with  a  scraper  andmat  for  the  feet." 

These  houses  were  badly  liglitcd,  jioorly  ventilated,  and 
imperfectly  warmed.  There  were  no  hooks  and  shelves  for 
ii'arinents  and  hats  ;  no  well,  sink,  hasin  and  towels  to  secure 
cleanliness;  no  places  of  letirenient  for  eliildren  of  either 
sex;  and  ai'onnd  the  houses  no  verdure,  trees,  shiuhhery  and 
H(jwers  for  the  eye. 

"In  some  districts  an  apartment  in  an  old  i-hop  or  dwelling  house  was 
titted  up  as  a  school  room  ;  and  in  eleven  towns,  the  school  houses,  such 
as  they  were,  were  owned  by  proprietors,  to  whom  in  manj'  instances, 
the  districts  paid  in  rent  a  larger  amount  than  would  have  been  the  inter- 
est on  the  cost  of  a  new  and  commodious  school  house." 

'•The  whole  number  of  persons  over' four  and  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  the  ordinary  but  not  exclusive  subjects  of  school  education,  in  tlie 
different  towns  in  the  State,  including  the  city  of  Providence,  was  .about 
tliirly  thousand. 

"  The  whole  numl)er  of  persons  of  all  ages  who  attended  any  school, 
public  or  private,  .any  portion  of  the  year,  was  twenty-four  tliousand.  Of 
this  number,  twenty -one  thousand  were  enrolled  as  attending  tlie  public 
schools,  and  three  tliousand  as  receiving  in.strnction  at  home,  or  in  pri- 
vate schools,  of  different  grades,  .at  periods  of  the  year  when  the  public 
schools  were  open.  At  other  periods  of  the  year  the  number  attending 
private  schools,  taught  by  teachers  of  public  schools,  was  much  larger. 
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"Of  tlie  twenty-one  thousand  connected  with  tlie  public  schools  dnring 
the  year,  eighteen  thousand  only  were  between  the  ages  of  four  and  six- 
teen years.  One-third  of  the  wliole  niunb(ir  enrolled,  attended  school  so 
irregularly,  that  the  average  attendance  of  chiklren  of  all  ages  in  the 
public  schools,  did  not  exceed  thirteen  tliousand  five  hundred,  or  less 
than  one-half  of  .all  the  ehildren  of  a  proper  school  age.  The  number 
wlio  attended  .school  during  the  wliole  year,  allowing  for  vacations  of 
oi-dinary  length,  did  not  exceed  Jive  thousand,  including  seholai-s  in  pri- 
mary schools,  while  more  than  six  thousand,  on  an  avei'age,  did  not 
.attend  a  public  school  tliree  months  in  the  year.  Less  than  half  the 
wh<ile  number  of  scholars  were  girls.  Of  tlie  scholars  over  sixteen  ye.ars 
of  age,  ^he  proportion  of  hoys  to  the  girls  was  as  five  to  one.  Of  the 
schol.irs  over  ten  years  of  age,  the  number  of  boys  were  to  the  girls  as 
fonr  to  one. 

"The  average  length  of  schools  in  twenty-seven  towns,  was  .about  four 
months.  In  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  school  districts,  there  was  but  one 
session  of  less  than  four  months  in  the  year,  leaving  a  vacation  of  eight 
months.  In  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  districts  the  public  schools  were 
open  but  nine  weeks  in  the  year.  Upwards  of  six  thousand  scliolare 
attended  public  school  less  than  three  months;  while  less  th.an  two  thou- 
sand children,  excluding  the  scholars  in  the  public  scliools  of  Provi- 
dence, and  of  those  districts  \vliere  the  public  schools  were  kept  through 
the  year,  attended  eight  months  in  the  year.  The  general  standard  of 
attainment  with  scholars  over  eight  years  old,  in  most  of  the  schools 
visited,  was  at  least  three  years  below  what  it  should  have  been,  if  the 
same  scholars  had  commenced  going  to  school  when  they  were  five  years 
of  .ago. 

"  In  ninety-six  districts,  comprising  in  the  aggregate  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  pupils,  less  than  one  thous.and  were  pri-.sent  during  the  first 
week,  and  m.^re  than  that  number  did  not  join  until  after  the  close  of  the 
third  week  of  the  term.  In  the  same  <listrict,  four  hundred  and  sixty 
left  school  three  weeks  before  the  term  closed.  The  average  length  of 
the  school  term  in  these  districts,  was  tliirt(!cu  weeks.  But  not  only  was 
the  nominal  length  of  the  school  term  curtailed  in  this  way,  but  a  portion 
was  clipped  both  from  the  opening  and  close  of  every  day's  sessions  " 

Add  to  all  this  the  lack  of  it  iiiiiforHi  system  of  classificii- 
tioii,  the  disregat'd  by  pupils  of  punctuality  at  the  (ipeiiiiig  of 
the  daily  sessions,  iti-cgularily  in  attendance  amounting  to 
ftdl  one-third  of  all  lielongino;.  the  ii:i-eat  variety  of  hooks 
used,  the  crowding  of  pupils  of  all  ages,  capacities,  and  de- 
grees of  advancement  into  one  room,  barren  of  furniture 
appropriate  to  either,  with  a  wide-spread  indifterence,  if  not 
positive  hostility  to  change,  ;ind  the  reader  will  have  a   clear 
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idea  of  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools  of  Rhode 
Island  when  the  State  Commissioner  commenced  the  work  of 
improvement. 

In  1845,  the  Institute  appointed  Mr.  William  S.  Baker,  of 
South  King.<to\vn,  to  act  as  its  agent  to  carry  forward  tjie 
work  and  promote  the  ohjects  it  had  in  view.  Mr.  Baker's 
experience  as  a  teacher,  iiis  singleness  of  purpose,  and  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  popular  education,  qualiticd  hiui  pre- 
eminently for  the  service  assigned  him.  He  entered  heartily 
into  the  work,  and  became  an  invaluable  coadjutor  of  the 
State  Commissioner.  Under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of 
the  Institute,  he  traveled  from  town  in  town  ;  conversed  with 
the  people  in  their  homes,  in  the  field,  and  in  tiie  workshop; 
visited  the  scliools  ;  held  meetings  of  the  parents  ;  and  in 
■every  other  practicable  mode  endeavored  to  awaken  an  inter- 
est in  educational  improvement.  The  services  he  rendered 
were  of  inmiense  advantage,  and  his  name  will  ever  be  held 
jn  honor,  as  one  identified  with  the  pul)iic  school  movement 
■embraced  in  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  speaking. 

Mr.  Barnard  continued  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
liis  office  until  1849,  when  enfeebled  health  caused  him  to 
tender  his  resignation.  Unalde  to  write  out  his  final  report 
■at  the  time,  he  was  invited  by  the  legislature  to  make  an 
oral  communication  to  the  two  houses  in  joint  convention,  on 
the  c(mdition  and  improvement  of  th<'  public  schools.  This 
address,  of  two  hours  duration,  fervid  and  heartfelt  in  utter- 
ance, connnanded  the  undivided  attention  of  the  audience,  and 
-the  views  and  facts  presented  made  a  deep  inii)ression.  Both 
■branches  of  -the  General  Assembly  united  in  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Barnard  for  the  alile,  faithful  and  judicious  manner  in 
which  for  five  years  he  had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Schools  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
teachers  of  the  State,  through  a  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  presented  him  with  a  silver  pitcher,  as  a  testimonial 
of  their  respect  and  friendship,  and  of  their  appreciation  of 
his  services  in  the  cause  of  education.*     At  the  request  of  a 

^  Xliis -comtnittee  consisted  ofEobert  Allyii,  Jenks  Mowry,  Solomon  P.  Wells, 
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committee  of  citizens  from  different  parts  of  tli^?  State,  Mr. 
Barnard  sat  for  liis  portrait,  which  was  painted  by  Lincohi, 
of  Proviifciice,  and  presented  to  tlie  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society. 

Durins:  the  five  years  of  service  by  Mr.  Barnard,  more 
than  eleven  hundred  meetings  were  held,  expressly  to  discnss 
topics  connected  with  the  public  schools,  at  which  upwards 
of  tifte.-n  hundred  addresses  were  delivered.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  of  these  meetings  continued  thi'ongh  the  day  and  even- 
ing ;  upwards  of  one  hundred  through  two  evenings  and  a  day  ; 
fifty  through  two  da3's  and  tliree  evenings;  and  twelve, 
including  Teachers'  Institutes,  through  the  entire  week.  In 
addition  to  this  class  of  meetings  and  addresses,  upwards   of 

Fanny  J.  Biirges.  Jane  FifieUl,  Sj-lvester  Patterson,  and  George  W.  Dodge.  In  the 
letter  accompanying  this  gift  the  committee  .say : 

"  Of  the  extent  of  your  labors  in  preparing  the  way  for  a  thorough  re-organiza- 
tion of  our  system  of  puhlic  schools,  and  in  ^countering  successfully  the  many 
(lifflculties  incident  to  the  working  of  a  new  system,  few  of  us  can  probably  be 
aware.  But  we  can  speak  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  Teachers' 
Institutes  M'hich  have  fi'om  time  to  time  been  held  bj'  your  appointment,  and  pro- 
vided (too  often,  we  fear,  at  your  expense)  with  skillful  and  experienced  instruc- 
tors, aud  practical  lecturers;  and  of  the  many  books  and  pamiihlctn  on  educa- 
tion aud  teacliing,  which  you  have  scattered  broadcast  over  the  State. 

"  We  can  speak,  too,  of  what  the  teachers  of  the  State  know  fi-om  daily  observa- 
tion,— many  of  them  from  happy  experience,— of  the  gi*eat  change.— nay,  revohi- 
tion,— which  you  have  wrought  in  our  school  architecture;  by  which  old,  rtUapi- 
dateil,  and  unsightly  district  school  houses  have  given  way  for  the  many  new, 
attractive,  commodious  and  healthy  edifices  which  now  adorn  our  hills  and  val- 
leys. We  have  seen,  too,  and  felt  the  benefits  of  the  more  numerous  and  regular 
attendance  of  scholars,  of  the  anifonuity  of  text  books,  the  more  vigilant  suiier- 
"vision  of  school  committees,  and  the  more  lively  and  intelligent  interest  and  co- 
operation of  parents  in  our  labors,  which  have  been  brought  about  mainly  by 
your  efforts. 

"The  fruits  of  your  labors  may  also  be  seen  in  the  courses  of  popular  lectures 
which  are  now  being  held,  and  in  the  well-selected  town,  village  and  district  libra- 
ries, wliich  you  have  assisted  in  establishing,  and  which  are  already  scattering 
their  life-giving  influence  through  our  beloved  State.  In  the  consciousness  of 
having  be-cu  the  main  instrumentality  in  effecting  these  changes,  for  which  the 
generations  yet  unborn  will  bless  your  memoiy,  yoti  have  your  own  best  reward. 
.  .  .  .  ISIay  your  future  course  be  as  honorable  to  yourself,  as  the  past  hag  been 
useful  to  the  children  and  youth  of  Rhode  Island." 

14  , 
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two  hundred.meet'mgs  of  teachers  and  parents  were  lield  for 
lectures  and  discussions  on  improved  methods  of  teaching, 
and  for  public  exhibitions  or  examinations  of-  schools. 
Besides  these  various  meetings,  experienced  teachers  were 
employed  to  visit  particular  towns  and  sections  of  the  State, 
and  converse  freely  with  parents,  on  the  condition  and  im- 
provement of  the  public  schools.  By  these  agencies  a  meet- 
ing was  held  within  three  miles  of  every  home  in  Rhode 
Island.  In  addition  to  all  this,  more  than  sixteen  thousand 
educational  pamphlets  and  tracts  were  distributed  gratuitously 
through  the  State  ;  "  and  one  year  not  an  almanac  was  sold 
in  Rhode  Island  without  at  least  sixteen  pages  of  educational 
reading  attached."  This  statement  does  not  include  the  official 
documents  published  by  the  State,  nor  the  Journal  of  the 
Institute,  nor  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  bound  volumes  on 
schools  and  school  systems,  and  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching,  purchased  by  teachers,  or  added  to  public  and  pri- 
vate libraries.* 

These  ^-eiirs  of  faithful  service  had  left  their  impress  on  the 
State.  They  had  been  years  of  progress,  and  the  sun  on  the 
dial  t)f  their  record  could  not  go  back.  On  retiring  from  a  field 
so  industriously  cultivated,  Mr.  Barnard  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  marked  improvcmeut  in  school  houses,  in  methods  of 
teaching,  and  iu  the  tone  of  the  public  mind  touching  the 
duties  of  parents,  and  the  relation  of  intellectual  culture  to 
the  social  and  material  prosperity  of  the  State. 

It  would  i)c  interesting  to  trace  in  these  pages  the  progres- 
sive steps  by  which,  from  18-18  the  public  schools  of  Rhode 
Island  have  advanced  to  their  present  standing  ;  but  for  all  pur- 
poses of  comparison  some  statistics  drawn  from  the  State 
Commissioner's   reports  for  1872  and  1873  will  suffice. 

In  1872  the  whole  number  of  public  summer  schools  in  the 

*Before  Ml-.  BarnaifUcfttlie  State,  a  library  of  at  least  Are  himtired  volumes 
had  been  secured  for  twenty  nine  out  of  tlie  thirty-two  towns.  Tire  first  district 
llbrai-y  established  during  his  oflieial  connection  with  the  State  was  at  Ports- 
mouth. 
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State  was  687  ;  winter  schools,  727;  pupils  in  the  summer 
schools,  2G, ill2;  winter  schools,  28,702.  Within  that  year 
it  is  l)elievecl  not  less  than  34,000  different  pupils  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  public  school  instruction.  The  number  of  male 
teachers  employed  in  summer  was  93  ;  in  winter,  177  ;  fe- 
male teachers  in  summer,  61(5 ;  in  winter,  579.  The  amount 
expended  for  teachers  and  school  houses  was  $465,()23.()3, 
beinsj  an  advance  of  $410, 570. (33  on  the  record  of  1844. 
Indeed,  the  city  of  Providence  expended  in  1872,  for  the 
support  of  its  schools,  $155,000,  exclusive  of  $40,000  ex- 
pend(.'d  on  school  houses,  appr^ximatinn'  to  nearly  three  times 
the  sum  ai)propriuted  ihirly  years  ago  for  the  support  of  all 
the  pulilic  schools  in  tlic  State. 

In  1673,  the  number  of  public  schools  in  the  State  was 
719.  Ex|)enditures  for  school  purposes,  including  salaries  of 
teachers,  $(502,812.28.  Number  of  male  teachers,  172  ;  fe- 
male, 585.  The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  fall 
schools,  24,905  :  winter  schools,  28,525  ;  spring  schools, 
21,919.  Number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  entire  year, 
3 ',448.  Percentage  of  attendance  in  summer  schools,  82  ; 
fall  schools,  81;  winter  schools,  79;  spring  schools,  82. 
Percentage  of  attendance  during  the  year,  81.  Estimated 
number  of  children  in  private  and  Catholic  schools,  8,000  ; 
instructed  at  home,  1,000 ;  instructed  at  public  and  private 
day  schools,  or,  instructed  at  home,  38,500.* 

In  1873,  Providence  expended  for  school  purposes,  $267,- 
51^)7.25,  or  $72,597.25  more  than  was  expended  in  1872.  Of 
tiiis  sum,  $146,656.13  were  paid  for  teachers'  salaries.  The 
school  returns  for  the  same  year  show  the  average  monthly 
salary  paid  male  teachers  iu  the  Slate  to  have  been  $75.72; 
the  average  salary  per  school  year,  $677.69.  The  average 
salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  was  $41.97  ;  the  average 
salary  per  year,  $375.63.  The  highest  salaries  were,  and 
continued  to  be,  paid  iu  Providence.  These  statistics  exhibit 
a  commendable  advance  upon  former  years,  though  the  com- 

*  state  Comuiissioner's  Report  for  1873. 
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peusalion  for  competent  services  is   still  less    (haii    it   slioiilil 
be.     The  school  ^-ctir  of  Rhode  Isluiid,  counting  the  weeks  of- 
actual    teaching,   is    now  the   longest   of  any   State   in  Nevv 
England.     That   the  influence   of  the   Institute   has    largely 
aided  in  producing  these  resuUs,  there  can  l)e  no  doubt. 

On  a  preceding  page,  under  consecutive  date,  it  should 
have  i)cen  stated  that,  in  1839,  Mr.  Nathan  Bishop,  then  a 
tutor  in  Brown  University,  was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  Pul)lic  Sciiools  ill  Providence.  The  idea  of  this  office 
originated  with  Mr.  John  L.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Simon  Henry 
Greene,  the  former  being  a  niemher  of  the  school  committee, 
and  both  members  of  the  Coinn.cm  Council  of  that  city.  Its 
recomn:endation  for  adoption  was  presented  to  the  council  in 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  which  Mr.  Hughes  was  chair- 
man, and  to  whom  the  subject  of  reorganizing  the  school 
system  of  ttie  city  had  been  committed.  The  report  l)cars 
date  September  25,  1837,  and  is  signed  by  the  chairman, 
Stephen  T.  Olney,  Henry  Anthony,  Amherst  Everett,  Seth 
Padclford,  and  James  E.  Butts.  The  recommendation  grew 
out  of  private  conversations  between  Mr.  Hughes*  and  Mr. 
Gretne,  who  heartily  co-operated  in  all  measures  for  advanc- 
ing the  interests  of  the  schools  ;  and  the  advantages  derived 
from  incorporating  this  office  into  the  I'evised  system  of  edu- 
cation became  at  an  early  day  so  obvious,  that  the  example  was 
soon  followed  by  Boston,  and  in  successive  3'ears  by  the  cities 
of  other  States  in  the  Union.  In  Rhode  Island  every  town 
is  now,  under  authority  of  statute  Jaw,  provided  with  a  school 
superintendent.  "The  practical  value  of  this  important 
school  officer  to  each  town,  lias  proved  tiie  wisdom  of  the 
law  creatini;'  the  office."  t 


*  iMi'.  Hughes  was  ii  son  of  Major  Thomas  IIuji:hes,  a  brave  ami  highly  esteemed 
officer  of  tile  Ki'volution.  He  gave  a  hearty  support  to  the  cause  of  pubUc  educa* 
tion,  and  the  inclusion  of  afligli  School  iu  the  plan  of  public  instruction  in  Provi- 
dence, in  1S38,  was  lai'gcly  due  to  bis  exertions. 

t  State  Commissioner's  Report,  187^. 
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MP.    Barnard's    Successors. 

On  tlie  retiicmeiit  of  Mr.  Barnard  from  the  office  of  State 
School  Commissioner,  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  of  Kingston, 
was  appointed  his  successor.  His  e.xtensive  acquaintance 
thr()Ui;liout  the  State  ensured  him  ready  access  to  many  per- 
sons of  influence,  whose  co-operation  was  desirable,  while 
his  iciial  knowledge  qualified  him  to  decide  promptly  all 
questions  brought  to  his  attention  on  a[)peal.  * 

One  of  the  most  useful  services  rendered  to  the  schools 
by  j\Ir.  Potter  consisted  in  making  the  law  relating  to  them 
familiar  to  the  people.  It  was  almost  entirely  a  uew  system. 
True,  there  were  districts  before,  but  the  change  was  very 
great.  The  powers  of  districts  and  of  school  officers  were 
very  much  increased  and  attempted  to  i)o  defined.  It  was 
the  introduction  of  a  great  deal  of  new  machinery',  of  course 
involving  considerable  friction.  The  largest  portion  of 
the  remarks  intended  to  elucidate  the  law,  and  the  forms  to- 
facilitate  the  business  of  officers  under  it,  had  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  Potter  before  that,  and  without  doubt  his  exertions 
residttal  iu  preventing,  by  anticipation,  much  of  the  ill-feel- 
ing wliich  would  have  ended  in  law-suits,  and  which  when 
once  e.Kcited  iu  a  district,  would  have  retarded  the  progress 
of  the  schools  for  years.* 

Another  feature  of  ]\Ir.  Potter's  administration  was  a 
movement  to  awaken  a  tuite  for  the  study  of  Natural  History 
in  the  higher  grades  of  schools,  a  study  in  which  few  at  that 

*  At  the  -Jrtiuiary  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1873,  ft  committee  consisting  of 
Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Bickuell.  State  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  and  Hon.  Joshua  M.  Addeman., 
Seci-etary  of  State,  was  appointed  to  cause  to  be  printed  a  Manual  containing  the 
school  laws  of  Ehode  Island,  for  the  use  of  school  committees,  trustees  of  school 
districts,  and  other  officers  or  persons  concerned  in  the  administration  of  public 
schools.  It  makes  a  neat  volume  of  281  pages,  and  will  be  found  very  conveuient 
f  or  reference. 
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time  wcro  interested.  For  tliis  purpose  lie  made  engage- 
ments witli  Professor  Benoit  Jaeger,  an  eminent  naturalist, 
to  deliver  lectures  before  Teachers'  Institutes,  held  in  ditlcrent 
parts  of  the  Stjite.  Professor  Jaeger  was  an  accomplished 
scholar,  and  l)y  extensive  travels,  and  scientitic  research,  was 
thoroughly  qualified  for  the  duty  assigned  him,  while  his 
enthusiasm  and  fund  of  illustrative  anecdotes,  imparted  to 
his  lectures  a  charm  which  gained  for  him,  whenever  he 
spoke,  a  numeious  and  attentive  audience.  To  these  labors 
may  be  attributed  much  of  the  interest  in  Natural  History 
since  manifested  in  Rhode  Island.* 

In  his  final  report  to  the  General  Assembl}^  January,  1854, 
Mr.  Potter  recommended  the  establishing  of  a  Board  of 
Education,  as  a  means  of  "concentrating  the  efforts  and 
exertions  of  those  who  would  he  disposed  to  take  an  active 
part  in  promoting  the  cause  f)f  education."  He  also  submit- 
ted a  bill  for   that   purpose,  but   for   reasons   unnecessaiy  to 

*Professor  .Taegar  was  a  native  of  Austria,  and  of  noble  parentage.  He  was 
born  in  Vienna,  and  after  graduating  at  the  University  of  that  city,  entered  the 
service  of  the  Emperor  AJexander  of  Bussia,  as  Naturalist  and  lecturer  in  the 
University  of  St.  Petersburg.  After  the  decease  of  that  monarch,  he,  by  directl6n 
of  the  Czar  JJicholas,  explored  th<i  Ci-inica,  a  region  then  but  little  known,  and  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Trans- Caucasia.  His  report,  on  the  natural  liches  of 
that  country  was  published  at  Leipsic  in  1830.  He  subsequently  explored  St. 
Domingo.  On  retiring  from  the  imperial  service  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  was  for  nine  years  Professor  of  Natural  Hlstoiy  and  Modern  Languages  in 
Princeton  College.  When  a  National  Scientific  Institution,  to  be  established  In 
Washington,  was  projected,  he  was  clfered  and  .accepted  a  Professorship  in*is 
favorite  departments  of  Zoology,  Entomology'  and  Botany,  but  ihe  Sniithson 
bequest  led  to  an  abandonment  of  the  original  scheme,  and  after  a  residence  of 
several  years  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  he  became  interested  in  a  private  Academy  in 
New  Jersey,  and  afterwards  opened  a  Polytechnic  School  on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
This  institution  failing  of  anticipated  success,  he,  in  ISiTO,  took  up  his  abode  in 
Providence,  and  aftera  residence  of  five  years  in  that  city,  removed  to  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y..  where  he  died  in  the  eighty-thud  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
Hand  Book  of  Zoology,  designed  for  the  use  of  common  schools  and  academies, 
and  of  "The  Life  of  North  American  Insects,"  which  passed  through  two  editions. 
Pi'ofessor  .Taeger's  genial  temperament,  varied  knowledge,  and  extensive  personal 
acquaintance  with  contemporaiy  saviiiits  in  Europe  and  America,  rendered  his 
conversations  alike  interesting  and  instructive. 
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mention,  the  recommendation  was  not  adopted.  The  subject 
at  diflerent  times  engaged  tlie  attention  of  the  Institute, 
but  it  was  not  until  1S70,  that  tiie  proposed  measure  l>euami! 
a  law. 

As  a  means  of  communicating  more  frequently  with  the 
public,  than  could  be  done  through  annual  reports,  ]\Ir. 
Potter,  in  1852,  commenced  the  pul)!ication  of  the  " lihode 
Island  Educational  Ivlagazine.'"  This  became  the  repository 
of  school  documents,  changes  in  school  laws,  decisions  on  the 
construction  of  the  law,  information  of  educational  meetings 
and  their  proceedings,  and  such  other  reading  matter  as  would 
interest  and  instruct.  This  magazine  was  supported  princi- 
pally by  the  private  contributions  of  gentlemen  interested  in 
advancing  the  cause  to  which  it  was  devoted,  and  was  sent 
gratuitously  to  the  chairmen  and  clerks  of  school  commit- 
tees, and  to  the  clerk  of  every  school  district.  In  this  man- 
ner important  information  was  widely  diffused  and  much  good 
accomplished. 

When  Mr.  Potter  retired  from  office  in  1854,  the  appoint- 
ing power  found  a  competent  successor  in  Rev.  Robert 
Allyn,  of  East  Greenwich.  The  three  years  of  his  admin- 
istration were  industriously  improved,  and  much  was  done  by 
him  towards  building  up  a  healthy  public  sentiment  on  the 
subject  of  education.  His  reports  to  the  General  Asseml)ly 
contained  many  practical  suggestions,  the  results  of  careful 
observation  and  reflection.  His  views  of  the  education  of 
females  are  worthy  of  being  repeated.     He  said  : 


"  The  education  of  females  is  of  quite  as  much  impovtance  as  that  of 
males.  For  from  these,  we  must,  as  our  statistics  sIjow,  recruit  the 
ranks  of  our  teachers,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  tliese  females 
must  be  the  guides  and  instructors  of  the  earliest  and  most  impressible 
years,  of  each  person  in  the  coming  generation.  If  the  teachers,  the 
nurses,  and  the  mothers  of  any  people  are  ignorant  and  unrefined,  are 
degraded  and  vicious,  or  tending  to  become  so,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for 
brave,  intelligent,  moral,  and  high-minded  sons.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  mothers  and  teachers  are  learned  and  virtuous,  enlightened  and  ele- 
vated in  sentiment,  their  sons  cannot  fail,  in  most  instances,  to  he  worthy 
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of  the  noble  women  who  bore  and  instructed  them.  We  onght  then  to 
give  more  attention  to  this  subject  of  the  education  of  girls — especially 
among  the  poorer  class,  and  in  the  country  towns;  and  we  should  be  par- 
ticularly careful  to  see  that  the  girls  shall  not  be  deprived  of  their  pi'oper 
share  of  school  privileges,  simply  because  they  make  better  nurses  for 
younger  children,  or  more  profitable  assistants  in  the  kitchens  than  boys 
do;  or  because  it  is  erroneously  taken  for  granted,  that  they  do  not  need 
so  good  an  education,  since  they  are  not  designed  to  carry  on  machine 
shops,  or  conduct  the  barter  of  trade  and  commerce,  or  to  manage  the 
aft'airs  of  the  national  administi'ation.  Tlieyareto  liring  up  and  to  educate 
the  men  of  the  nation,  an<l  to  carry  on  all  the  complicated  and  l)enelicial 
operations  of  our  household,  and  these  very  necessary  and  important 
affairs  require  not  only  skill  .and  common  sense,  but  also  education  and 
discipline.  I.,et  the  girls  be  educated,  therefore,  quite  as  numerously  and 
as  thorough  in  our  schools  as  the  bcjys,  if  we  would  derive  the  largest 
profit  from  our  S3'stem  of  public  instruction.'" 


Of  tlie  qiialitie.s  that  .sliould  he  found  in  teachers,  Mr.  Allyu 
spake  as  follows  : 

"  Let  but  a  bit  of  iron,  of  tho  proper  temper,  be  brought  into  contact 
with  a  powerful  magnet,  or  be  placed  in  a  proper  posilion  in  relation  to 
a  current  of  electricity,  and  it  will  itself  become  magnetic,  to  the  full 
capacity  of  its  nature;  and  if  properly  placed  afterwards,  will  never  lose 
that  magnetic  character.  So  it  is  with  men,  but  especially  so  with 
children.  Let  them  be  brought  into  close  contact  with  a  strong  mind, 
and  they  feel  its  power,  and  imbibe  its  peculiar  characteristics.  They 
cannot  avoid  imitating  its  h.-ibits  and  manners,  and  they  must  be  molded 
.and  shaped  and  magnetized  by  its  influence.  It  is  therefore  of  the  highest 
consequence  to  our  schools  and  to  our  system  of  public  education,  to  seek 
such  strong  men  and  womtn — stiong  in  goodness  and  in  purity,  strong  in 
all  truthful  and  noble  qu.ilities  of  manlinass  and  womanliness — to  be  the 
teachers  of  oiu- growing  children.  We  must  insist  that  these  teachers 
shall  be  not  only  educated,  but  th.at  they  shall  be  polished,  refined,  loving, 
wise,  and  philanthropic;  that  they  shall  have  superadded  to  every  tiling 
that  can  be  learned,  or  tJiat  is  native,  somethmg  even  higher  th.an  that 
bo.asted  common  sense,  without  which  man  is  .always  a  blunderer— .a 
nameless  something  that  makes  men  more  than  simply  teachei's,  by 
giving  to  them  a  power  to  impress  and  clev.ate,  by  the  foi-ce  of  a  charac- 
ter seen  and  felt,  but  not  to  be  described,  a  something  that  goes  out  of 
them,  as  heat  goes  out  of  a  fire,  or  light  out  of  a  glowing  lamp,  no  man 
knows  how  or  why,  but  with  a  power  that  caimot  be  resisted;  a  some- 
thmg that  silently  steals  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  all  in  its  neighborhood, 
imperceptibly  and  lovingly  as  magnetic  influences  creep  over  the  individ- 
ual particles  in  a  mass  of  iron  filings,  and,  without  aflecting  in  any  way, 
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tlieir  nature  or  substance,  chunge  tlieni  all,  from  apparently  ileail  matter, 
into  thiiijjs  with  life  that  longs  to  love,  embrace,  and  adore  the  polarizing 
body.  These  are  the  influences  we  must  seek  in  our  schools,  and  we 
must  look  for  the  teachers  who  can  exert  them."* 


Ill  1857,  Mr.  Allyii  retired  from  the  post  he  had  usefully 
.ind  satisfactorily  tilled.  His  successor  was  Hon.  John 
Kingsbury,  whose  previous  experience  as  a  successful  e^u- 
cator,  and  whose  knowledge  of  tiie  condition  of  the  State, 
acquired  while  President  of  the  Institute,  well  qUHlilied  him 
for  the  jdace  lie  was  called  to  fill.  He  hegun  his  work  by  a 
toin-  of  inspection.  He  went  fioui  town  to  town  and  district 
to  district,  until  he  had  visited  every  school  in  th(?  State. 
These  visits  were  usually  made  in  company  with  some  ^ch()ol 
officer,  or  some  other  person  in  the  town  interested  in  the 
public  schools.  In  riding  froai  one  district  to  another  favor- 
able opportunity  was  aflbrded  for  free  consultation  ujion  every 
topic  and  featiu-e  of  the  school  system,  for  explaining  more 
fully  the  meaning  of  the  school  law,  for  suggesting  methods 
of  settling  difEculties,  and  overcoming  obstacles  where  they 
existed,  and  for  obtaining  such  knowledge  of  the  status  of 
the  schools  as  would  be  helpful  in  remedying  evils  and  point- 
ing out  ways  for  improvement.  The  work  so  faithfully  and 
thoroughly  done,  contributed  to  advance  the  weWare  of  the 
schools.  In  his  report  to  the  General  Assembly,  Mr.  Kings- 
bury gave  an  encouraging  view  of  the  work,  together  with 
l)ractical  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  examination  of  teachers, 
the  improvement  of  school  houses,  the  furnishing  and  changing 
of  school  books,  and  other  topics.  In  speaking  of  the  influ- 
ence of  schools,  he  says  : 

"Good  schools  will  add  to  the  pecuniary  value  of  farms  and  other 
proijerty,  in  their  immediate  neighl)orho<jd ;  but  what  is  of  far  greater 
consequence,  they  will  raise  tlie  standard  of  intellectual   and  moral  ex- 

*With  the  close  of  Mr.  Potter's  administration,  the  Educational  Magazine  ceased 
to  exist.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Institute  in  ls,j4,  it  was  voted  to  establish 
the  Rhode  Island  SchoolmaHer.  and  Mr.  .VUvn  was  appointed  its  editor. 

15  "  * 
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cellence.  The  welfare  of  children  should  never  be  weighed  in  the  scales 
of  pecuniary  gain  or  loss.  There  is  something  infinitely  higher  and 
better  than  money— and  llmt  is  character." 

His  opinion  of  tlie  Normal  School,  wliich  had  then  l)een 
organized  about  four  years,  he  thus  expresses  : 

"My  visilatifin  enables  nie  to  bear  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  the 
training  and  instruction  which  .are  given  in  onr  Normal  School.  I  am 
convinced  that  it  is  an  instrumentah'ty  in  the  cause  of  public  schools 
which  cannot  be,  at  present,  riglitly  estimated.  The  time  is  not  On-  dis- 
tant, however,  when  the  j}eople  of  the  State  will  feel  that  no  money  for 
the  promotion  of  education,  is  more  wisely  expended  than  that  which  is 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  Normal  School.  They  will  see  that 
from  suc^h  an  expenditure  they  are  themselves  to  reap  special  blessincs 
which  ai-e  to  come  into  their  own  liouseholds.  This  is  not  the  work  of  a 
day.  Time  must  be  given,  not  only  for  the  tree  to  he  planted,  but  also 
for  its  fiuit  to  come  to  maturity.  If  it  were  otherwise,  it  would  Ijc  con- 
trary to  the  analogy  of  other  human  institutions." 

In  all  his  work  Mr.  Kingsbury  received  the  hearty  co-ope- 
ration of  the  Institute. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  succeeded  in  1859  hy  Dr.  Joshua  B. 
Chapin,  who,  with  an  interregnum  of  two  years,  held  the 
otKce  imtil  18CD.  His  eight  years  of  service  covered  a  period 
in  which  the  distracted  state  of  the  puljlic  mind  caused  by 
the  Rebellion,  aflected  all  interests.  From  the  consequences 
of  an  absorbing  anxiety  for  the  salvation  of  the  nation,  which, 
like  Aaron's  rod,  swallowed  up  almost  every  other  thought, 
the  public  schools  could  not  be  expected  wholly  exempt. 
But  though  many  excellent  teachers  withdrew  for  a  time  from 
their  profession  and  entered  the  Union  army,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable draft  was  made  upon  children  and  youth  of  school 
age,  to  supply  the  places  in  factories,  vacated  by  adults  who 
had  in  like  manner  enlisted,  the  schools  suffered  less  than 
might  reasonably  have  been  supposed,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
notice  that  during  the  live  years  of  intestine  war,  the  reports 
show  a  gradual  improvement  in  their  condition.  Dr.  Chapin 
pursued  the  course  of  his  predecessors  in  visiting  the  several 
school  districts,  noticing  the  general  condition  of  schools  and 


RHODE    ISLAND  INSTITUTE  OF  INSTRUCTION.  115 

school  houses,  observing  the  metliods  of  discipline  and  in- 
struction, and  otlering  such  suggestions  and  remarks  as  the 
circumstances  seemed  to  require.  He  also  addressed  meet- 
ings of  the  citizens  upon  various  topics  of  educational  inter- 
est. In  his  several  reports  he  urged  the  necessity  of  parental 
co-operation  with  teachers — frequent  visits  to  the  schools  by 
parents  and  coniinittecs, — a  careful  selecting  of  sites  for 
school  houses,  so  as  to  secure  ample  grounds  around  them, — 
care  in  theclioice  and  appointment  of  teachers, — encouraging 
music  in  all  our  schools  for  its  I'efining  influence  in  the  culti- 
vation of  moral  and  social  character,  as  well  as  an  aid  indis- 
cipline,— a  large  experience  and  high  qualities  of  mind 'and 
character  in  teachers  of  Primary  schools,  for  the  reason  that 
no  department  of  instruction  suffers  more  than  this  from  in- 
attcnti')!!.  He  affirmed  that  our  Primary  schools  are  of  pri- 
mary importance, —  that  foundations  laid  here  must  modify, 
as  well  as  sustain,  the  entire  superstructure, — that  the  temple 
cannot  be  broader  than  its  base, — and  that  it  is  not  enough 
in  these  schools  to  make  right  impressions ;  they  should  be 
made  in  the  right  way.  In  his  report  in  1864,  he  advocated 
a  liberal  i)olicy  in  the  compensation  of  teachers,  in  order  to 
secure  for  the  schools  the  best  quality  of  teachinti:  talent,  in 
these  Mords  : 

"No  man  can  be  expected  to'give  his  life  for  less  than  wliat  will  enable 
him  to  live.  No  man  expects  to  sicnre  able  and  faithful  agents  in  other 
departments  of  business  if  he  does  not  sufficiently  couipcnsate  thoni. 
The  shrewd  manufacturer  bids  high  for  skillful  labor,  and  so  with  the 
mechanic  and  the  artizap.  The  anxious  father  employs  the  best  medical 
aid  for  his  sick  son,  and  expects  to  pay  for  it.  The  embarrassed  client 
consults  the  most  learned  counsel,  and  he  expects  the  fee  to  be,  in  some 
degi'ee,  the  measure  of  the  value  of  the  service  which  he  receives.  No 
congregation  hopes  to  secure  the  services  of  a  '  popular  divine  '  without 
the  payment  of  a  liberal  sal.ary.  And  no  parent  who  is  not  culpably  in- 
different to  the  educational  interests  of  his  children,  would  think  of  lim- 
iting the  wages  of  the  schoolmaster  to  less  than  those  of  th('  common  day 

laborer Parents  ha\e  no  claim  upon  the  services  of  a  good 

teacher,  who  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  fru.gal  expenses  of  such  a  teacher, 
.and  to  remunerate  him  for  the  time,  labor  and  cost  of  secimng  his  edu- 
cational qualifications." 
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Henry  Rousmaniere,  Esq.,  of  Cranston,  l)ecamc  tiie  suc- 
•  cesser  of  Dr.  Cliapin,  in  18(51,  and  continued  in  office  two 
years,  when  the  latter  again  received  tiio  appointment  of 
Commissif)ner.  Mr.  Rousmaniere  commenced  his  work  after 
the  manner  of  his  predecessors,  by  a  survey  of  the  tield  he 
was  to  occupy.  In  the  first  six  months  of  his  administration 
he  made  more  than  three  hundred  visits  to  different  districts, 
to  make  himself  "acquainted  personally  with  the  practical 
working  of  our  system  of  education." 

Mr.  Rousmaniere's  views  of  the  work  of  true  education  arc 
expressed  in  the  following  extracts  from  his  i-eport  for  lS(i3  : 

"True  education  aims  .at  the  gi-owth  of  the  body  and  mind;  neither  to 
be  so  developed  as  to  disturb  the  harmonj-  of  the  other;  and  bolh  to 
kneel  in  homage  to  the  moral  faculty. 

"  Right  education  secures  the  he.-ilth  of  the  physical  system  through 
the  laws  of  endurance  and  activity;  stimulates  the  imagination  to  a  sense 
of  the  grand  and  beautiful  in  art  and  nature;  awakens  the  undei-standing 
to  acquaintance  with  the  practical  prolilems  of  the  age;  guides  the  rea- 
son to  lift  itself  higher  than  the  plane  of  the  senses;  vivifies  the  aiftc- 
tions  to  a  love  of  truth  rather  than  self;  true  wisdom  rather  than  mere 
book  learning;  eternity  rather  than  time." 

In  18(39,  Hon.  Thomas  ^y.  Bicknell,  of  Barrington,  suc- 
ceeded Dr.  Chapin  in  the  office  of  State  Commissioner.  He 
brought  to  its  duties  a  valuable  preparation  drawn  from  an 
experience  of  several  years  as  a  teacher  in  Grammar  and 
High  Schools,  (,om])ined  with  an  earnest  purpose.  In  the 
outset  he  made  a  careful  survey  of  the  State,  thus  informing 
himself  of  the  actual  condition  and  needs  of  every  town  and 
school  district.  His  early  effort  was,  by  frequent  private 
conversations  and  public  addresses,  to  awaken  among  the 
people  a  hearty  interest  in  the  work  of  school  adviincement. 
In  the  five  yeiirs  that  Commissioner  Bicknell  has  held  the 
office,  his  activity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  has  been  un- 
remitting, and  the  scope  of  his  thought  and  labors  is  well  in- 
dicated by  the  various  topics  embraced  in  his  annual  reports 
to  the  General  Assembl}'.  Feeling,  at  the  beginning,  the 
need  of  a  Normal  School,  as  a    means  of  ensuring  to  the 
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schools  of  the  State  teachers  of  hroacl  and  liberal  culture,  and 
also  of  a  State  Board  of  Education,  which  "  would  cohcen- 
trate  its  influence  and  exertions  to  promote  the  healthy  growth 
of  our  public  schools,"  he  recommended  their  establislim'eut 
to  t;>e  General  Assembly.  To  this  recommendation  that 
body  cordially  responded,  and  both  the  School  and  the  Board 
were  established  by  law ;  the  latter  coming  into  existence  in 
1870,  and  the  former  in  1871.*  In  addition  to  conducting, 
as  editor-in-cliief,  tiie  Rhode  Island  Schoolmasler ,  attending 
and  participating  in  the  meetings  of  the  Rhode  Island  In- 
stitute OF  Instruction,  the  Commissioner  has  continued, 
year  by  year,  a  series  of  local  visitations,  besides  holding 
numerous  independent  Institute  meetings  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  for  the  benefit  of  teachers,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  strengthening  school  interests  in  the  hearts  of  parents  and 
guardians  of  youth.  In  the  same  time  a  system  of  meetings 
of  town  and  city  school  superintendents  for  consultntiou  and 
interchange  of  opinions,  has  been  established,  a  broad  founda- 
tion for  a  State  educational  lilirary,  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
missioner's office  has  been  laid,  generous  appropriations  from 
the  General  Assembly  for  various  educational  purposes  have 
been  secured,  and  many  other  things  done  to  advance  the 
cause  In  review  of  the  year  1873,  the  Board  of  Education 
say : 

"  In  the  survey  of  the  work,  and  its  results  for  the  past  year,  the  Board 
have  abundant  reason  to  congratulate  the  General  Assembly  on  the  ad- 
vance that  has  been  made  in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  The  rich 
fruitage  of  ihe  earnest  and  faithful  labors  of  our  indefatigable  Commis- 
sioner, are  becoming  more  and  more  manifest  every  ye.ar." 

In  bringing  this  brief  notice  to  a  dose,  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  Commissioner's  report  for  1870,  entitled  "  The 
Education   We  Need,''  will  be  regarded  as  pertinent : 

"Every  child  in  the  State  is  entitled  to  a  good  common  school  educa- 

*  Further  notice  of  the  Normal  School  will  be  fomid  in  another  part  of  this 
work. 
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tion.  The  State  Constitution  guarantees  this,  as  a  fundamental  right, 
preparatory  to  the  large  and  responsible  duties  of  the  citizen  and  eleetor. 
The  twelftli  article  of  our  State  Constitution  declares,  that  the  diflfusion 
of  knowledge  as  well  as  of  virtue  among  the  people,  being  essential' to 
the  preservation  of  their  rights  and  hberties,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  promote  puljlic  scliools,  and  to  adopt  all  means 
wliioh  they  may  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  to  the  people  the 
advantages  and  opportunities  of  education.  To  fullil  these  declarations, 
free  schools  liave  been  eslal)lished,  and  so  far  as  tliey  have  accomplished 
their  proper  and  legitimate  work,  have  aided  in  preserving  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people.  A  public  scliool  system  was  establislicd,  and  has 
been  maintained,  with  variable  measures  of  success,  in  exact  coi'respond- 
ence  to  the  amount  of  interest,  zeal,  and  labor  which  was  infused  into  it 
by  school  officers,  teacliers  and  patrons.  A  perfect  system  may  become  a 
perfect  failure  if  it  does  not  feel  the  vital  forces  pervading  it  which 
spring  from  llie  jiopular  will.  An  imperfect  system  may  be  made  to  do 
wonders  if  its  defects  are  supplemented  by  an  intelligent  and  entliusiastic 
body  of  workers,  supporting  and  iidvaneing  its  interests.  To  secure  such 
a  hearty  eooperaiion  from  the  whole  people,  the  working  plan  must 
touch  and  vitalize  every  interest,  and  in  its  Ijroad  and  liberal  pi-ovisions 
it  must  meet  the  present  and  anticipate  the  prospective  wants  of  every 
child  and,every  man  in  society.  A  noted  king  and  philosopher  of  ancient 
times,  when  asked  what  kind  of  an  education  should  be  given  to  biys, 
answered,  '  Tliat  kind  of  knowledge  they  will  need  to  use  when  they  be- 
come men.' 

"  A  system  of  free  schools  to  be  univers.ally  popular  must  be  univer- 
sally practical,  so  much  so  that  tlie  dullest  comprehension  may  see  some- 
thing of  intrinsic  value  in  it.  It  becomes  every  intelligent  citizen  and 
legislator,  therefore,  to  inquire  to  what  extent  the  operations  of  the  sys- 
tem meet  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  wherein  it  fails  to  secure  the  de- 
sii-ed  end.  The  answers  to  their  inquiries  will  suggest  the  methods  of 
removing  the  difficulties  which  actually  exist,  in  giving  a  good  education 
to  al!  the  youths  in  our  State." 


Synopsis  of  Institvite,  Meetings. 

Having  thus  noticed  tiie  administration  of  each  State 
School  Commissioner,  whoso  worlv  was  inseijarahly  associ- 
ated with  that  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruc- 
tion, we  turn  once  more  to  the  records  of  the  Institute,  and 
present  therefrom  a  synopsis  of  its  proceeding.s  as  indicating 
its  spirit  and  the  direction  of  its  labors. 
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On  the  24tli  of  January,  1845,  was  lieW  tlie  first  meeting  of  the  Insti- 
tute, W.  Updike  in  the  cliair.  The  committee  reported  favoralily  on  the 
draft  (if  a  Constitution  prepared  by  Mr.  Harnard,  whieh  was  adopted. 
Alter  remariis  upon  "  Tlie  General  Interests  of  Education  in  Rhode 
Island,"  by  Messrs.  H.  Bai-nard,  F.  AVayland.  A.  Caswell,  C.  Farnum, 
S.  Osgood,  J.  T.  Sisson,  >«.  Bishop,  and  C.  G.  Perry,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  nominate  officers. 

Second  J/cd(W^.— January  28tli,  1845,  at  Providence. 

An  election  of  officers  was  mailc,  and  Jolui  Kingsbury  chosen  the  first 
President  of  tlie  Institute. 

Prof.  Garamell  oftered  resolutions  conimemlatory  of  the  objects  of  the 
Institute,  which  were  discussed  by  Messrs.  L.  Haile,  J.  S.  Pitman,  II. 
Day,  C.  Farnum,  H.  Barnard,  N.  Bisliop,  G.  L.  Dwight,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Waterman. 

Third  Meeting.— YehxwM-y  inili,  1845,  at  East  Greenwich. 

Addresses  upon  "The  Education.al  Wants  of  Rhode  Island."  by  W. 
Updike  and  II.  Barnard. 

Remarks  upon  "  The  Importance  of  Education,"  by  S.  Vernon  and  J. 
Durfee. 

Fourth  Meeting .—Yehvxxary  28th  and  March  1st  and  2d,  1845,  at  Woonr 
socket. 

Addresses  upon  "  The  Condition  of  Schools  in  Rhode  Isl.and,"  by  W. 
Updike  and  II.  Barnard ;  "  The  Evils  of  a  Mis-directed  Education,"  by 
H.  Barnard. 

Discussions  upon  "School  Houses;  their  location,  constiuction,  &c.," 
by  Messrs.  J.  B.  Tallman,  C.  Farnum,  S.  S.  Greene,  W.  A.  Steere,  A. 
Harkness.  J.  Kingsbury,  J.  D.  Giddings,  and  II  Barnard  ;  "  Tlie  Causes 
of  Failure  in  Teaching,"  by  J.  Kingsbury;  "Method  of  Teaching  Spell- 
ing," by  Messrs.  Barnard,  Farnum,  G.  C.  Wilson,  T.  Davis,  and  S. 
Bushee;  "  Method  of  Teaching  Reading,"  by  Messrs.  Barn.ard,  Farnum, 
Giddings,  and  others;  "  Music  as  a  Brancli  of  Education  in  Schools,"  by 
Messrs.  S.  W.  Coggshall,  Tallman,  Giddings,  and  Barnard;  "Means  of 
Securing  Regularity  and  Punctuality  of  Attendance,"  by  Rev.  J.  Boyden; 
"  Methods  of  Conducting  School  Examinations,"  by  11.  B.arnard. 

Fifth  Meeting.— June  25th  and  26th,  1845  at  Newport. 
Addresses  by  Messrs.  Gammell,  Thayer,  L.  B.  Smith,  Brooks,  Barnard, 
F.  Brown,  E.  Clark,  Terry,  and  J.  S.  Tourtellott. 

Sixth  Meeting. — September  12th,  1845,  at  Warren. 

Discussions  upon  school  subjects,  by  ?>lessrs.  Barnard,  T.  R.  Hazard. 
Dr.  Moore,  Hathaway,  J.  P.  Tustin,  ;ind  others. 

Addresses  upon  "The  Connection  Between  Common  School  Education 
and  State  Prosperity,"  by  Prof.  Gammell;  "How  Parents  may  Second 
the  Efforts  of  Teachers,"  by  Rev.  T.  Shepard ;  "  Methods  of  Securing 
the  Regular  Attendance  of  Pupils,"  by  A.  Perry,  followed  by  Messrs. 
Barnard,  Tustin,  and  others. 
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Seventh  Meclini/.—Septeinhev  19th  and  20th,  1845,  at  Valley  Falls. 

Remarks  upon  "  A  Plan  of  Gradation  for  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Barnard 
and  Bishop;  "  Stability  of  Population  Promoted  by  Good  Scliools,"  by 
T.  M.  Burgess;  "Punctuality  and  Regularity  of  Attendance,  by  Messrs. 
H.  Day  and  J.  T.  Sisson. 

Discussions  on  "  Methods  of  Managing  and  Disciplining  Schools,"  by 
Messrs.  G.  A.  Willard,  Crovvell,  J.  B.  Tallman,  Sisson,  Kingsluiry, 
Farnum,  Gay,  Harkness,  Giddings,  Wilkinson,  Benson  and  T.  Davis; 
"Methods  of  Improvement  of  the  Schools  of  the  Village,'  by  Messrs. 
Kingsbury,  Bishop  and  Day. 

Eighth  Meeiini/. —St-ptemher  26th  and  27th,  1845,  at  Chepachet. 

Addresses  on  "The  Public  Schools  the  Only  Available  Means  of  a 
General  Education,"  by  J.  Kingsbury;  "The  Importance  of  Moral 
Education,"  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cheney;  "My  Experience  as  a  Pupil  and 
a  Teacher,"  by  C.  Farnum  ;  "  The  Importance  of  a  Radical  Change  in 
our  System  of  Public  Education,"  by  H.  Barnard,  followed  by  .Messrs. 
PeiTy,  D.  G.  Grosvenor,  and  Tourtcllot. 

Ninth  Meeting. —  Septemher  30lh,  1845,  at  Olncyville. 

Address  on  "On  Schools  Good  Enough  for  the  Rich,  and  Cheap 
Enough  for  the  Poor,"  by  H.  Barnard. 

Discussions  by  Messrs.  Farnum,  Day  and  Havkness. 

Remarks  on  the  Importance  of  Paying  Respect  to  the  Teacher's  Office," 
by  O.  Angell. 

Te?ilh  Meeting.-Oetoher  4lh,  1845,  at  Pawtuxet. 

Addresses  "  On  the  Importance  of  the  Grad.ation  of  Schools,"  by  N. 
Bishop  and  H.  B.arnard;  on  "Uniformity  of  Education  Xecess.ary  to 
Solid  Equilibrium,'  by  Rev.  Mr.  Osgood. 

Remarks  on  "  The  Warming  of  School-houses."  by  Messrs.  Hartshorn, 
and  Barnard. 

Eleventh  Mceti7tg.— October  7th,  1845,  at  Fruit  Hill. 

Addresses  by  Messrs.  Kingsbury,  Bishop,  Day,  Ilarkness,  and  Belden. 

Tvtlfth  Meeting.— OciohiiY  lOtli,  1845,  at  Scituate. 

Addresses  by  Messrs.  Kingsbury,  K.  W.  Baker,  and  Rev   II.  Quiraby. 

Tliirteenlh  Meeting.— October  14th,  1845,  at  Foster,  Hemlock  Village. 

Addresses  by  Messrs.  Kingsbury,  Barnard,  and  others;  on  "Toven 
Libr.aries,"  by  H.  Barnard. 

Fourteenth  Meetiny.— October  30th,  1845,  at  Kingston. 

Address  on  "  The  Value  of  a  Good  Education  in  a  Commerci.al  Point 
of  View,"  by  Dr.  Wayland. 

Remarks  on  "Educ.ation.al  Wants  and  Defects,"  by  IVlessrs.  Kingsbury, 
and  W.  S.  Baker;  "The  Proper  Construction  of  School-houses,"  by 
Messrs.  Colgrove  and  Vernon  ;  "  The  Means  and  Importance  of  Securing 
Good  Teachers,"  by  Messrs.  Goodwin,  Davis,  and  Baker;  "The  Means 
of  Increasing  the  Efifeotiveness  of  Schools  in  the  Coming  Winter,"  liy  H. 
Barnard. 

Fifteenth  Meeting.— December  19th  and  20tli,  1845,  at  Bristol. 

Addresses  upon  "  Punctuality,"  and  other  subjects,  by  Messrs.  Kings- 
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bury,   N.  B.  Cook,  T.  Sheparil,  Sykes,  J.  Giisliee,  Boswortli,  Bisliop,  and 
B.irnaril. 
Dispussions  upon  ''Methods  of  Discipline  and  Instruction. " 

SixLcciith  Meeting. — second  annual  meeting.— January  ISth,  1846,  at 
Providence. 

Reports  from  tlie  Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee;  Election  of 
Officers. 

Ueniarks  liy  l\Iessr.s  T.  Shepard.  ^\ .  Kussell,  of  Boston.  Dr.  Wayland, 
Veinon,  Updike,  Bishop,  Caswell,  Barnard,  and  others. 

ScvenleenthMcUiny.— January  30th  and  31st.  1846,  al  Pawtucket. 

Remarks  on  '•  Who  Shouid  be  Employed  as  Public  School  Teachers?" 
by  N.  Bishop;  "The  Rights  of  Children  to  an  Educalion,"  by  II.  Day; 
"Tlie  Duty  of  Parents  in  Regard  to  .St-liool  Discipline,"  by  Dr.  Carpenter. 

Discussions  on  ••  Neatness  in  School-houses,"  by  Messrs.  G.  C.  Wilson, 
G.  A.  Willard.  Giddinys.  Wickes,  and  Sisson ;  '-The  Classilication  of 
Schools  and  Use  of  Monitors."  by  Messrs.  Barnard,  Giddinj;s,  Perry, 
Wilkinson,  Benson  andWickes;  '•  The  Value  of  Female  Teachers,"  by 
Messrs.  Barnard,  Blodgett,  Rounds,  Willard,  Wilkinson  and  Boyden ; 
"The  Use  of  the  Bible  as  a  School  Book,"  by  Messrs.  J.  Boyden,  Hyde, 
Blodgett.  Rounds,  Willard,  Farnsworlh,  Wickes,  Perry,  and  Farnum ; 
"  Corporal  Punishment,"  by  Messrs.  Day,  Famuni,  Perry,  Willard,  Sis- 
son,  Wilson    Rounds,  Benson  and  Barnard. 

Addresses  by  Messrs.  Willard,  Sis.son  and  Barnard. 

Eiijhtccnlh  Mcdint/.—TUUiv  annual  jieeting.— January  7th,  1847,  at 
Providence. 

Reports  from  the  Treasurer  and  E.xecutive  Committee;  Election  of 
Officers. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Di .  Wayland,  that  the  Board  of  the  Institute 
take  measures  to  promote  the  establishment  of  District  School  Libraries 
through  ihe  State. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  memorialize  the  legislature  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  puri)ose  of  distributing  the  Journal  of  Ihe  lihode  Island 
InslUiitc  of  Instruction  to  the  districts. 

Remarks  on  "The  Improvements  Effected  in  the  Schools  of  Rhode 
Island,"  by  Messrs.  T.  II.  Vail,  Whipple,  A  Ballon,  A.  J.  Manchester, 
B.'iker,  Bishop,  and  Hunter. 

Ninetee7ith  Meeliny.—T^ehvnuvy  6th,  1847,  at  Smithfield. 

Address  by  W.  Updike. 

Diseu.ssion  on  "  Methods  of  Government  Av.ailable  iu  Ihe  Country,"  by 
Messrs.  Farnum,  Giddings,  and  Harkness. 

Lecture  on  Elocution,  by  F.  Russell. 

Twentieth  Meeting. — February  19th,  1847,  at  A pponaiig  Village. 
Addresses  by  jMessrs.  Kingsbury,  Updike.  B.aker,  and  Barnard. 
Lesson  on  Elocution,  by  F.  Russell. 

Twenty-first  Mcelinc/.—FehraMy  20th,  1847.  at  Knighlsville. 
1(5 
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Addresses  by  Messrs.  Barnard,  Baker,  Kingsbury  and  Updike. 

Lecture  on  Elocution,  by  F.  Russell. 

Drill  of  the  pupils  of  W.  S.  Baker,  in  Elocution  and  Aritlimetic.^ 

Twenty -second  Meeting. — Fe1)ruary  STtli,  1847,  at  Jolinston. 

Addresses  by  Messrs.  Kingsbury,  llarkness.  Whiting,  Waterman, 
Baker,  .and  Updikf?. 

Twenty-third  Meeting. — March  19lh,  1847,  at  Crompton  Mills. 

Address  by  Mr.  Whitney. 

Discussions. 

Exercises  in  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Singing,  &c.,  by  the  scholars  of 
several  neighboring  schools,  by  Jlr.  Bak(u-. 

Twenty- fourth  Meeting. — September  llth,  1847,  at  Chepachet,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  dedication  of  a  new  school  building. 

Addr^.'ss  on  "Architecture  as  Connected  with  Education,"  by  J.  Kings- 
bury; "  The  Advantages  of  a  Good  Education  to  Individuals  and  the 
Community,"  by  Dr.  Wayland. 

Remarks  on  •'  The  Relations  of  Parents  and  Teachers,"  by  Messrs. 
Bishop,  FowIp,  and  Brown. 

Twenty-fifth  Meethig.—  FOVimi  ANNUAL  meeting.— January  21st  and 
25th,  184S,  at  Providence. 

Reports  from  the  Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee. 

Remarks  on  '•  Progress  of  Education  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  Messrs. 
Vail,  Updike,  Sisson,  Barnard  and  Bishop;  "Town  Libraries  and  Popu- 
lar Lectures,"  by  Mr.  Osgood  ;  "  The  Duties  of  Parents  to  their  Schools," 
by  N.  Bishop. 

Address  on  "The  Progress  .and  Condition  of  Schools  in  Rhode  Islaiid," 
by  H.  Barnard. 

Twenty-sixth  MettirK/. — At  Newport. 

Remarks  on  "The  Condition  of  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Updike,  Weeden, 
Barnard  and  Whipple. 

Twenty-seventh  Meeting.— mi'iu  annual  jieeting.— January  29tli, 
1849,  at  Providence. 

Report  ■  f  Executive  Committee;  Election  of  OlBcers. 

Resolved,  on  nxition  of  Prof  (i.-unmell,  (discussed  on  the  two  previous 
meetings,)  that  Education  in  Rhode  Island  will  need  the  fostering  care 
of  the  legisi.al.ure,  the  continued  attention  of  our  efficient  Commissioner,  . 
and  the  he.arty  cooperation  of  all  classes  of  citizens. 

Remarks  on  "The  Condition  and  Statistics  of  Education  in  the  State." 
by  II.  Barnanl;  "Female  Teachers,"  Iiy  Messrs.  Bishop,  and  Baker; 
"  The  Condition  of  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Porter,  Hartshorn,  and  Hall. 

Twenty-eighth  Meeting. — February  5th,  1849,  at  Providence. 

Address  on  "Tlie  Origin  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Providence,"  by  E. 
M.  Stone. 

Remarks  on  "  The  Condition  of  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Clark,  Barber, 
Baker,  Cranston  and  S.  Patterson;  "The  Need  of  Evening  Schools  in 
Providence,"  by  E.  M.  Stone. 
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A  committee  appointed  (Messrs.  H;irlshorn,  Duniont,  Shci).anl,  Updike, 
and  Harris)  to  prepare  a  statement  respeotingtlie  scliool  fund,  andmemo- 
ralize  the  people  upon  tlie  importance  of  leaving  it  intact. 

Voted,  unanimcusly.  thai  the  president  express  to  Mr.  Barnard,  on  his 
resignation  of  tlie  ollice  of  Conniissioner  of  Public  Schools,  the  liigli 
sense  entertained  by  tlie  Institute,  of  liis  labors  in  behalf  of  the  Institute 
and  of  tlie  State. 

Twenty-ninth  Meeting.— sixth  annual  meeting.— January  18th  and 
24tli,  1850,  at  Providence. 

Election  of  ofticers. 

Address  on  "  A  Normal  School  in  Connection  with  Brown  University," 
by  N.  Bishop,  vith  remarlis  by  Dr.  Wayl.and  and  others. 

Hcsolutions  approving  of  the  establishment  of  a  State  Normal  School, 
recommending  monthly  meetin  j-s  from  October  to  M.arch,  with  lectutes, 
&c. 

Thitiielh  Meet^ny.—V^'h\•n■.\ry  1st,  1850,  at  Providence. 
Lecture  on '-The  Duties  and  Qiialilications  of  Teachers,"  by  W.   D. 
Swan,  with  remarks  by  Messrs.  Kingsbury,  Bishop,  Mowry  and  others. 

Thirly-Jirst  lileefiny. —M:iri:h  8th,  1850,  at  Providence. 
Address  on  "  Guyot's  Physical  Geography,"  by  J.  Kingsbury,  followed 
by  Messrs.  Perry  and  Goodwin. 

Ihirty-second  Meetiny  —October  18th,  1850,  at  Providence. 

Address  on  "  The  Brain,"  by  Dr  Ray. 

Thirty-third  il/ecft?!^.— November  1st.  1850,  at  Providence. 

Address  on  "  The  True  Te.icher,"  by  J.  D.  Pliilbrick. 

Thirly-Jhurth  Meet iny.-- J nnn:iry  17lh,  1851,  at  Providence. 

Address  on  '•  The  Relations  of  Parents  to  tlieir  Children  in  Regard  to 
Education,"  by  N.  Bishop. 

Remarks  on  "  The  Condition  of  the  Poor  Children  of  Providence,"  by 
various  speakers. 

Thirty-fifth  il/eefewi/.- seventh  annual  'meeting  —February  9th, 
1851,  at  Providence. 

Report  from  the  Treasurer;  Officers  elected. 

Lecture  on  "  The  F.icilities  enjoyed  by  Rhode  Island  for  Promoting 
Civiliz.-ition,  by  Dr.  Wayland. 

Thirty-sixlh  Mcctiny.—  KiGmii  annual  meeting.— Januai-y  23d,  1852, 
at  Providence. 

Election  <jf  Officers. 

Addre.ss  on  "  The  Harmony  of  Public  .Schools  witli  our  Institutions," 
by  Dr.  Sears. 

Thirty-seventh  Mcctiny. —Vehruavy  20th,  1852.  at  Providence. 
Lecture  on  "  Drawing,"  by  Prof.  Whitaker. 
Thirty- eiylilh  il/cetoj.— March  19th,  IS52,  at  Providence. 
Address  on  '•  Geography,"  by  Guyot. 
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Thirty-ninth  Mtcling  — April  2i1.  1852,  at  Providence. 

Address  on  "  Teaching  Aiitlimetic,"  by  D.  P.  Colburii 

Fortieth  Mcdinr/. —■histh  annual  mei  ting.— January  I'Jlh,  1853,  at 
Providence. 

Election  ol'  Offic'ers. 

Address  on  "  '1  he  Necil  of  Compulsory  Laws  for  Attendanc.-e  ;il  Scliool," 
by  J.  Bates;  "  School  Instruction  in  Mannei's,"  by  G.  il.  Tillin.nbast. 

Forty-first  Metting. — tenth  annual  meeting. — January  17th,  1854,  at 
ProvideiK'e. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Address  on  "'  Educational  Progress,  and  the  Need  of  a  Board  of  Edu- 
cation," by  J.  Kingsbury,  with  remarks  by  Messrs.  S  S.  Greene.  E.  R. 
Potter,  A.  Peiry,  .and  E.  M.  Stone,  up(>n  a  State  Normal  School,  Moral 
and  Physical  Education,  and  School  Examinations. 

Report  from  G.  H.  Tillinghast  advising  the  use  of  :i  te.\t-book,  entitled 
the  "Mor.als  of  Manners." 

Remarks  on  "Reading,"  by  Mr.  Sumner,  of  the  Normal  School. 

Forty-second  Meeting. — eleventh  annual  meeting. — January  2-Uh, 
25th  and  26th,  lt-55,  at  Providence. 

Reports  from  the  Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee ;  Officers  elected. 

Address  on  "•  The  Unconscious  Tuition  of  the  Teacher,  by  V .  D.  Hun- 
tington. 

Lectares  on  "  Metluxls  for  Promotuig  Intellectual  Cult\u-e  by  the 
Teachers,"  by  IX  P.  Colbnrn;  "  I'liysic.-il  Geography,"  by  Prof.  Gnyot; 
"Manner  of  Teaching  Physical  Geography,''  by  Prof.  Gnyot;  '-The 
Relation  of  the  State  to  I'opukir  Education,"  by  Dr.  Sears;  "  Reading," 
by  Dr.  Sears;  "The  Induence  of  the  Earth's  Form  upon  Human  Devel- 
opment,'  by  Prof.  Guyot;  "  Tlie  Glaciers  of  Switzerland,"  by  Prof. 
Guyot. 

Resolution-  recommending  the  establishment  of  free  public  evening 
schools  in  the  m.anufacturing  villages  and  larger  towns;  moved  by  S. 
Austin,  and  iliscusscd  by  Messrs.  Stone,  (ireene,  TilHnghast  and  .Arnold; 
— that,  in  Normal  Schools,  instruction  in  the  art  of  teaching  sliould  be 
the  main  object,  and  that  a  high  standard  of  culture  should  be  apre-requi- 
site  to  admission ;  reported  by  a  committee,  and  iliscusscd  by  Messrs. 
Perry,  Vail,  Willard,  Nash,  Greene,  Stone,  and  Colbnrn: — recom- 
mending the  establishment  of  an  educational  jom'nal  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Commissioner,  and  referring  the  subject  lo  his  action; 
reported  by  a  committee,  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  Perry,  and  Vail ; — 
welcoming  the  new  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  Rev.  Robert  Allyn. 

Forty-third  Meeting. —TWEUvru  annual  meeting.— January  24th  and 
25th,  1856,  at  Providence. 

Election  ol  Officers;  S.  S.  Greene  elected  President,  J.  Kingsbury  de- 
clining a  reelection. 

Addresses  on  "  Tlie  Importance  of  Thorough  Elementary  Instruction," 
by  A.  R.  Pope ;  "  The  Value  of  the  Popular  Educator  to  the  Community," 
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by  W.  W.  Hoi^pin;  "  The  Viiried  Duties  of  a  Faithful  Teacher,"  by  Rt. 
Rev.  T.  ^I  Clark  ;  "  Educational  Progress  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  J.  Kings- 
bury. 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to  J.  Kingsbury  lor  his  able,  faitliful,  and  long 
continued  services. 

A  comuiittec  reported  favorably  I'especting  the  Rhode  Ishinil  Sdioohnas- 
ter,  and  a  corrcs])onding  committee  lor  that  journal,  was  api)ointed. 

Messrs.  Leach,  .\llyn,  and  Stone  \vere  ;ip])ointed  to  coupcM'ate  with  tlie 
legislature  in  obtaining  facts  respecting  truancy  and  vagrancy-  Discus- 
sion by  Messrs.  Allyn,  Leach,  Stone,  jCook,  Boyden,  Grosvenor,  and 
others. 

Report  from  a  committee  reconiuiending  to  tlie  attention  of  teachers  a 
book  entitled,  "Morals  of  Manners,"  by  Miss  C.  M.  Sedgwick. 

Forty-fourth  Mecliny.—TUUiTEi.iiTn  annual  meeting. — January  31st, 

1857,  at  Providence. 

Report  from  the  Treasurer;  Election  of  OfHcers. 

Messrs.  Greene  and  Stone  apjiointcd  to  solicit  from  the  General  Assem- 
bly an  appropriation  in  favor  of  the  lihode  Island  Schoolmaster. 

Forty-fifth  Meetiny—Mny  28th  and  29th,  1857,  :it  iVewport. 

Addresses  on  "  Education,"  by  G.  IL  Calvert;  "The  Chief  Defects  of 
Home  Education,"  by  Rev.  W.  Burton;  "Mathematical  Studies,"  by 
Rev.  W.  Stow. 

Remarks  on  "  Tlie  Advantages  of  the  Social  Position  of  the  Teacher," 
by  W.  Burton;  "The  duties  of  Teacliers  in  the  Government  and  Moral 
Training  of  Children,"  by  Messrs.  Allyn,  Colburn,  Burton  and  Tenney. 

Discussion  on  "  Capacity  to  Govern  Without  Corfioral  Punishment,  the 
Highest  Qualitication  of  the  Teacher,"  by  Messrs.  Hazard,  Allyn,  Stow, 
and  Burton. 

Forty-sixth  Meeting. — fouuteenth  annual  meeting. — February  6th, 

1858,  at  Providence. 

Election  of  Officers;  Report  of  the  Treasurer;  balance  on  hand, 
$1,141.10. 

Resolutions  recommending  the  farther  increase  of  evening  schools, 
and  free  public  libraries;  on  motion  of  S.  Austin,  seconded  by  Rev.  E. 
M.  Stone. 

Messrs.  Greene  and  Leech  were  appointed  to  arrange  with  the  Com- 
missioner for  meetings  of  the  Institute  in  different  pai-ts  of  the  State. 

[The  Records  of  six  meetings  .are  not  preserved,  and  all  the  following 
numbers  are  increased  by  that  number.] 

Fifty-third  Meetifiy. —FivTEEfmi   annual   meeting. — February  271h, 

1859,  at  Providence. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer;  Election  of  Officers. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  reported  meetings  of  the  Insti- 
tute during  the  year  at  North  Foster,  Chepachet,  Crompton,  Mashassue. 
and  two  at  Valley  Falls. 

Address  on  "  ICducation  in  the  Home,"  by  Rev.  W.  Barber. 
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Fifty-fourih  il/ceii??^.— SIXTEENTH  annual  meeting.— Jmuiary  "iOlli 
and  21st,  ISfiO,  .-it  Providence. 

Election  of  Officers ;  Rejiort  of  the  Treasurer. 

Discussions  on  "  Whispering  anil  Interconiniimication  among  Scholars," 
by  Messrs.  Cady,  Foster,  Smith,  Willard,  Perry,  and  Leach;  "Means for 
Securing  Attention  in  Scliool,"  by  Messrs.  Gauiwell,  Foster,  Ladd, 
Mowry,  and  DeMunn;  "  The  Influence  of  Education  upon  the  Commu- 
nity," by  Messrs.  A.  H.  Clapp,  J.  B.  Cliapin,  Sears,  Stone,  and  Leach; 
"Written  Examinations,"  by  Messrs.  Manchester,   DeMunn,  and  Snow. 

Remarks  on  "Means of  Securi«g  Punctual  and  Regular  Attendance  at 
Schi)o],"  by  A.  W.  Godding. 

The  Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster  was  made  the  organ  of  the  Institu'e, 
and  a  Board  of  Editors  appointed,  after  discussion  by  Messrs.  Mowry, 
Ladd,  Foster,  Snow,  Godding,  Robbins,  Perry,  Stone,  Kent.  Pierce,  and 
Gamwell. 

"Statement  of  "  The  Progress  of  Education  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
AVork  of  the  Institute,"  by  E.  M.  Stone. 

Resolutions  of  sympathy  in  the  loss  by  death  of  John  .L  f-limson  and 
Dana  p.  Col  burn. 

Fifiy-fifth  Medinf/.—Septemhcrlth  and  8th,  1860,  at  Bristol. 

Lectures  on  "Obstacles  in  the  Way  of  Intellectual  Progress,"  by  Dr. 
Chapin;  "  Normal  Schools,  their  Origin,  History,  Claims  and  Results." 
by  Rev.  B.  G.  Northrop-;  •'Me.ans  of  Obtaining  a  Knowledge  of  the 
English  Language,"  by  J.Kendall;  "Vivacity  in  the  Teacher,"  by  I). 
Goodwin;  "Physical  Training,"  by  Dr.  D.  Lewis. 

Discus.sions  on  "Too  Great  Attention  to  Arithmetic  in  our  Schools," 
by  Messss.  Cady,  Kendall,  DeMunn,  Snow,  Robbins,  Manchester,  and 
Ladd  ;  "  The  Subjects  of  the  Lectures,"  by  Mes.srs.  Mowry,  Pierce.  North- 
rup,  Ladd,  DeMunn,  Kendall,  Chase,  Mathewson,  and  Gallup;  "Tlieln- 
tei-ests  of  the  Mode  Island  Sihoolmastcr,^^  by  Messrs.  DeMunn,  Mowry, 
Cady,  Kendall,  and  Willard. 

Fiftysixlh  Meetmy. —Octohev  12th,  1860,  at  East  Greenwich. 

Lectures  by  Messrs.  J.  M.  Talbot,  J.  Kend  ill,  and  Dr.  Lewis. 

Fifly-sevenih  Meeliruj. — December  7th,  1860,  at  Blackstone. 

Lectures  by  Messrs.  S.  S.  Greene,  H.  K.  Oliver,  and  W.  A.  Mowry. 

Fiflyeisjhlh  Meelin(j.— J a.mv,i\j  18th  and  19th,  1861,  at  Centreville. 

Lecture  on  "  Education,"  by  Rev  A.  Gardiner. 

Discussions  on  ''Teaching  Arithmetic:  its  Defects,  and  the  Better 
Way,"  by  Messrs.  DeMunn,  Kendall,  and  Manchester;  "Education  of 
Young  Children,"  by  J.  Kend.all ;  "  Usefulness  of  Public  Rxaniinalions," 
by  Messrs.  DeMunn,  Manchester,  Laud,  Willard,  Snow,  Kistler,  Spauld- 
ing,  and  Kendall. 

Fifty-ninth  Meeting/. — .seventeenth  annual  meeting-— Jamiary  25th 
and  26th,  1861,  at  Providence. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer;  Election  of  Ollicers  and  of  Board  of  Etlitors 
for  the  Bhode  Island  Schoolmaster. 
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Lectures  on  "  The  Relation  of  :\Iental  Pliilosopliy  to  Eilucatiou,"  by  B. 
G.  Noithrup.;  "The  Sea,"  by  Rev.  L.  Swain. 

Discussion  on  "The  Mechanical  Perfonuance  of  Aritlimetical  Opera- 
tions," by  Messrs.  Will.-ird,  Stone,  Leach,  Green,  Mowry,  Latld,  Eastman, 
Pierce,  f-now,  Manchester,  DeMunn,  Austin,  and  Kendall. 

Sixtieth  MeeUncj .—'M-Mxh  1st  and  2d,  1801,  at  South  Kingstown. 

Lectures  on  "  Unwritten  History,"  by  Rev.  A.  Woodbury;  "  Writing," 
by  S.  A.  Potter. 

Discussions  on  "Means  of  Securing  Punctual  and  Constant  Attendance 
at  School,"  by  Messrs.  Ganliner,  Tefft,  Patten,  DeMunn,  and  Phelps; 
"  Reailing,"  by  Messrs.  Grosvcnor,  Biiggs,  Thurber,  Leach,  Potter,  De- 
Munn, Snow,  Tefft,  Gardiner,  .-.nd  Tucker;  "The  Best  Method  of  Teach- 
ing Arithmetic,"  by  Messrs.  Teft't,  Snow,  and  DeMunn. 

Sixty-first,  -Vceiiw^.— November  22d  and  23d,  1861,  at  Carolina  Mills. 

Lectures  on  "  Education,"  by  IL  Rousnianiere;  "The  Most  ImpoFtant_ 
Requisite  in  Teaching,"  by  J.  .J.  Ladd  ;  "  Class  Recitations,"  by  J.  Ken- 
dall. 

Discussion  on  "  The  Present  Duties  of  Teachers  to  their  Country,"  by 
Messrs.  Greene,  Stanton,  Cady,  Tillinghast,  Kendall,  Tefl't,  Seamans, 
Bailey,  DeMunn,  and  Ladd. 

Resolved,  That  c.ontrilutions  of  one  cent  from  each  scholar  be  solicited, 
for  the  aid  of  wounded  soldiers. 

Sixty-second  Electing. — December  20th  and  21st,  1861,  at  Poacedale. 

Lectures  on  "  The  Relation  of  the  Mind  to  the  Body,"  by  PI.  Rousman- 
iere;  "  Teaching  Letters  and  Spelling,"  by  J.  Kendall. 

Discussions  on  "Guarding  Children  Against  Temptation,  or  Teaching 
Them  to  Resist  It,"  by  Messrs.  Tefft,  Maryot,  M.  S.  Greene,  Rousman- 
iere.  Miller,  Gorton,  Clark,  and  Coon;  "Difficulties  in  Teaching  Geog- 
raphy," by  Messrs.  Tefl't,  Greene,  Tillinghast,  Stanton,  .and  others; 
"Method  of  Illustrating  Decimal  Fractions,"  by  Messrs.  Tefft,  Davis, 
Stanton,  Tillinghast,  Peckham,  Bentley,  Greene,  and  otiiers;  "Good 
Order  in  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Mowry.  Stanton,  Biiggs,  Tillinghast,  Ken- 
neth, and  Coon;  "Recitations  in  Reading,"  by  Messrs.  Thurber,  Davis, 
Teft't,  Briggs,  Miner,  and  Coon;  "Securing  Prompt  Attendance  at 
School,"  by  Messrs.  Clark,  Kendall,  Stanton,  and  Mowry. 

Remarks  on  "The  Duty  of  Teachers  to  their  Country,"  by  W.  A. 
>[owry. 

Sixty-third  Meeting. — Januaryi4lh  and  5th.  1862,  at  Chepachet. 

Lectures  on  '•  Principles  of  True  Education,  and  the  DiftictiUies  Which 
• 'ppose  It,"  by  H.  Rousmaniere;  "Arithmetic  and  its  Abbreviations," 
by  N.  W.  DeMunn  ;  "  Book-Keeping  in  Common  Schools,"  by  S.  A.  Pot- 
ter. 

Discussions  on  "The  Best  Method  of  Teaching  Writing  and  Spelling," 
"  The  Connection  of  Or.al  and  Written  Arithmetic,"  "  How  Far  English 
Composition  Should  be  Taught,"  by  Messrs.  Rousnianiere,  Chase,  Brown, 
Peckham,  Mowry,  and  others;  "The  Control  of  Teachers  over  their 
Pupils  out  of  School." 
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Sixty-foil rt/i  Meeting.— KinnTEV.^TH  anncal  meeting.— .T.-irmavy  31st 
and  Fehniary  1st,  1862,  al  Pi-ovidence. 

Reports  of  Trea-!urer  and  R(;(^oi'ding  Secretary;  Election  of  Officers. 

Lectures  on  "The  Comforts  and  Pleasures  of  School-keeping,"  by  Kev. 
L.  Whiting;  "Culture  of  the  Voice,"  by  S.  Monroe,  "English  History," 
by  G.  P.ilmer. 

Discus.-iion  on  "  Good  Discipline  in  School  and  IIow  IVIaintaincd,"  by 
Messrs.  Willard,  Cady,  Mowry,  Laild.  G.  T.  Day,  and  J.  M.  Talcott. 

Recitations  in  "Arithmetic,"  conducted  by  N.  W.  DeMunn ;  in 
"  English  Grammar,"  conducted  by  A.  J.  Manchester 

Appointment  of  a  permanent  committee  to  conduct  the  piiljlication  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster. 

Resolution,  moved  by  E.  M.  Stone,  recommending  an  increase  of 
evening  schools. 

Sixty-ffth  .¥e<;</«i/.— February  28th  and  March  1st,  1862,  at  Centreville, 
(Warwick.) 

Lectures  on  "  Writing,"  by  S.  A.  Potter;  "  The  Comforts  and  Pleasui-es 
of  Scliool-keeping,"  by  L.  Whiting,  "Spelling,"  by  J.Kendall;  "The 
Study  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution  in  our  Schools,"  by  W.  A.  Mowry. 

Discu.ssion  on  "  The  Te.-iciier's  Spliere  of  Usefulness,"  by  Messrs. 
Husted,  Leader,  Brayton,  .and  Cooke. 

Recitations  in  "English  History,"  conducted  by  D.  R.  Ad:ims;  "The 
Art  of  Map-drawing,"  conducted  by  S.  A.  Briggs. 

Sixty-sixth  Mceliny. —A-prW  Uth  and  12th,  1862,  at  Wickford. 

Lecture  on  "The  Teacher;  his  Works,  and  his  Rewards,"  by  A.J. 
Manchester. 

Discussions  on  "The  Defects  in  Our  Public  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Allen, 
Ch.idsey,  Slocum,  Potter,  and  others;  "The  Relative  Duties  of  Parents, 
Teachers,  and  Pupils,"  by  Messrs.  Ladd,  and  DeMunn ;  "Reading,"  by 
Messrs  Mancliester  and  DeMunn;  'The  Present  Duties  of  Teachers 
to  their  Country,"  by  Me.ssrs.  Snow.  Slocum,  and  others. 

Remarks  on  "  Penmanship,"  by  S.  A.  Potter. 

Exercises  in  "Reading,"  conducted  by  F.  B.  Snow. 

Sixty-seventh  Meeting. — November  21st  and  22d,  1862,  at  Westerly. 

Lectures  on  "The  Qualifications  of  the  Teacher,"  by  J.  Kendall; 
"Education  Out  of  Scliool,"  by  Rev.  H.  Lincoln. 

Discussions  on  "  The  Responsibility  of  Teachers  for  the  Punctuality 
and  Attendance  of  Scholars,"  by  Messrs.  Kendall,  Foster,  Griswold, 
Woodbridge,  Teflt,  Greene,  and  Whitman;  "Means  of  Making  Rhode 
Island  Pupils  Fair  Si)ellers,"  by  Messrs.  Kendall.  Griswold,  and  Greene; 
"  Educating  a  Community  to  a  Right  Appreciation  of  Good  Teachers  and 
Schools."  by  Messrs.  Tcfft,  Foster,  and  Greene;  'The  Best  Method  of 
Presenting  Decimals  and  Percentage,"  by  Messi-s.  DeMunn,  Kendall, 
Eoster,  Ladd,  Greene,  and  others ;  "  F^levating  the  Standard  of  Schools, 
and  E.xciting  Pupils  to  Greater  Diligence,"  by  Messrs.  Kendall,  and 
Kenyon. 
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Sixhj-ciyhlh  M(:din(/.—'i)c.cemhox  5tli  ami  Gth,  1862,  at  Wii-kfora. 

Lc'otiirus  on  "Object  Lessons,"  by  J.  Kendall;  "  Xatiue's  Hieroglyphs," 
by  Hev.  C.  II.  Fay. 

Diseiissions  on  '"The  Depenilencc?  of  Teachers  upon  Text-Bonks;" 
"  The  Responsibility  of  Teachers  for  the  Lack  of  a  Delicate  Moral  Tone 
in  tiieir  Pupils,"  by  Messrs.  Snow,  Kend.ill,  and  others. 

Sixty-ninth  Meeting.— December  I9th  and  20th,  1862,  at  Pawtucket. 

Lectures  on  "The  Progress  of  Public  Schools,"  by  Rev.  G  Taft; 
"  Book-keeping,"  by  S.  A.  Potter;  '-The  Duties  of  Parent  Citizens  to 
their  Public  Schools,"  by  II.  Rousnianiere;  "The  Scholar  and  his 
Country,"  by  Rt.  Rev.  T.  M.  Clark. 

Poem  on  "Nature  and  its  Revelations,"  by  W.  M.  Rodman. 

Cl.iss  exercises  in  "  Spelling,"  conducted  by  .1.  Kendall,  with  remarks 
by  Messrs.  Snow,  Willard,  DeMunn,  and  others;  "Reading,"  conducted 
by  F.  B.  .Snow.  ^ 

Discussion  on  "  The  Moral  InHuence  of  Teachers  upon  their  Pupils  in 
and  out  of  School,"  by  Messrs.  Willard,  Jlowry,  Garawell,  Ladd,  and 
others. 

Seventieth  Meeting. — January  'Jth  and  10th,  1863,  at  Newtown,  (Ports- 
mouth.) 

Lectures  on  "The  Benelits  of  .School  Libraries,"  by  Rev.  S.  D.  Cogges- 
hall;  "  The  True  Relation  of  School  and  Home,  Teacher  and  Parent," 
by  T.  W.  BicUnell ;  "  The  Cultivation  of  a  Taste  for  the  Beauties  of 
Natuie,"  by  I.  F.  Cady. 

Discussions  on  "School  Libraries,"  by  Messrs.  Kend.all,  Rousm.aniei-e, 
Coggcshall,  and  Arnold;  "The  Assignment  of  Lessons  to  be  Studied  at 
Home."  by  iSIessrs.  Kendall,  Arnold,  Giftord,  and  others;  "Preventing 
Whispering  and  Motion  of  the  Lips  while  Studying,"  by  .S.  D.  Coggeshall; 
"The  Importance  of  the  Cooperation  of  Parents,"  by  Messrs.  Rousman- 
iere,  Cady,  Belden.  and  Kend.ill;  "The  Assumption  of  Unw.irranted 
Authority  by  Teachers,"  by  Messrs.  Bicknell,  Cady,  .and  Belden; 
'■  MetlKid  of  Commencing  the  Study  of  Geography,"  by  Messrs.  Cady, 
Kendall,  Cliapman,  and  others. 

Sevcnty-fird  jl/fe<iw/,— nineteenth  annual  meeting.— January  30th 
and  31st,  1863,  at  Providence. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer;  tot.al  amount  of  funds,  Sl,237  61 ;  Election  of 
Officers. 

Lectures  on  "English  Grammar,"  by  Prof.  S.  S.Greene;  "The  Im- 
portance ;inil  Mode  of  Training  the  Senses,"  by  Rev.  B.  G.  Northrup; 
"Physical  Geography,"  Ijy  B.  Harrison. 

Discussions  on  "The  Responsibility  of  the  Teacher  for  the  Moral  Con- 
j^lu'.-t  of  His  Pupils,"  by  Messrs.  Cady,  and  DeMunn;  "English  Gram- 
mar," by  Messrs.  Cady,  Willard,  Tefft,  Belden,  Manchester,  DeMunn, 
and  Northrup;  "The  necessity  of  Sustaining  the  lihode  Island  School- 
master," by  Messrs.  Matteson,  Northrup  and  Ladd. 

Class  exercises  in  "Object  Teaching,"  conducted  by  N.  A.  Calkins; 
"Spelling  and  Reading,"  by  a  class  of  colored  children. 
17 
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Messrs.  Laild  and  DeMunn  appointed  to  memorialize  the  legislature  for 
an  act  of  incorporation. 

Seveiily- second  Jl/tt<u///.— February  19th  and  20th,  1863,  at  Asliaway. 

Lectures  on  "The  Tcailier  and  His  Work,'  by  J.J.  Ladd ;  'The 
Duties  of  Parents  and  the  Public  in  Regard  to  Schools,"  by  II  Kousuian- 
iere;  "School  Tactics,"  by  J.  Kendall. 

Discussions  on  '"  Methods  of  Securing  Greater  Punctuality  in  Schools," 
by  Messrs.  Langworthy,  Saundei-s,  Greene,  Kenneth,  Maryott,  Davis, 
Ladd,  Collins,  Stanton,  Vincent,  Morton,  Coon,  Rev.  J.  Clark,  Rev.  H. 
Clark,  .and  Lewis;  "  Tiie  Use  of  Text-Books  in  Recitations,"  by  Messrs. 
Ladd  and  Kendall. 

Cl.ass  exercise  in  "  Bassini's  Method  of  Teaching  Music,"  conducted  by 
J.  M.  Stillman. 

Seventy-third  Meeting. — March  6th  and  7th,  1863,  at  Kingston. 

Lectures  on  "The  Scale  on  which  the  Universe  is  Built,"  by  J.  Ken- 
d.all;  "Mental  Science,"  liy  II.  Rousmaniere. 

Poem  on  "  The  Golden  Era,"  by  A.  J.  Foster. 

Discussion  on  the  use  of  Text-Books  in  Recitations,"  by  Messrs.  Ken- 
dall, Eastman,  Greene,  Rousmaniere,  Teftt,  and  others. 

SevenlyfoicHh  Meeliny. ,  at  River  Point. 

Lectures  on  "  English  Grammar,"  by  A.  A.  Gamwell ;  •' ," 

by.  Rev.  J.  M.  H.  Dow. 

Discussions  on  "The  Best  Method  of  Teaching  Geography,"  by  Messrs. 
Rousmaniere.  Aldrich,  Fuller,  Ilarrisor ,  Seamans,  Eldridge,  .and  (ial- 
lup;  "  The  Most  Prominent  Faults  in  our  Common  Schools,"  by  Messrs. 
Rousmaniere,  Matteson,  Eastman,  Willard,  Gamwell,  Spaulding,  and 
Kent. 

Remarks  on  "  Penmanship,"  by  B.  Ilairison. 

Seventy-fifth  Meeting.— "S ox emhpr  24th  and  25th,  1863,  at  Westerly. 

Lectures  on  "The  .Study  of  the  English  Language,"  by  W.  A.  ]\Iowry; 
"  Duties  of  Parents  to  the  School,"  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Chapin ;  "Entrance  to 
the  Puljlic  Iligli  Schools  Should  be  Determined  by  Scholarship,  Ascer- 
tained by  Competitive  Examination,"  by  Hon.  H.  Barnard. 

Discussions  on  "  The  Extent  to  which  Teachers  Should  Assist  their 
Pupils,"  by  Messrs.  Foster,  Greene,  Mowry,  Chapin,  and  others;  "The 
Greatest  Evil  in  our  School*,  and  its  Remedy,"  by  Messrs.  Ladd.  Ames, 
Mowry,  and  others. 

School  Reports  were  given  by  Messrs.  Greene.  Woodbridge,  Coon,  Til- 
linghasl.  Inman,  Collins,  Foster,  Kenyon,  Robbins  and  Mowry. 

Exercises  in  Gymnastics,  by  Messrs.  Trine  and  Wood. 

Seventy-sixth  Meeting.— Yievumhn-  llth  and  12th,  1863,  at  North  Scituate. 

Lectures  on  "The  Good  Te.acher,"  by  Rev.  Lyman  Whiting;  "Vitality 
in  the  School-room."  by  John  J.  Ladd. 

Discussions  on  "The  Extent  and  Modeof  the  Teacher's  Ilelpto  His  Pu- 
pils in  Mathematics,"  "  The  Use  of  the  Blackboard  in  English  Grammar," 
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"  Motliodsof  Toiiching  Spollinn;,"  "  Propor  nnd  Inijiroppr  Pen:ilties  for 
Ddft'ctivc  Uccitntions,  or  I5;ul  Conduct,"  •'  Topical  Kocitations." 

Seventy-seventh  Mteling.—Ja.nn;n-y  15tli  and  ICtli,  1874,  at  Cuntreville. 

Lectures  on  "  The  Obstacles  in  the  way  of  Siiccessfid  Teaching,"  by  J. 
B.  Chapin;  "The  Teacher's  Motives  and  Diflieulties,"  by  A.  J.Man- 
chester. 

Discussions  on  "The  Schools  of  Rhode  Island  Compared  with  those  of 
Twenty  Years  Ago,"  by  Messrs.  Rousnianicre,  Ilusteil,  Adams,  Seanians, 
Stone,  and  Matteson;  "The  Teaching  of  Music  in  our  Schools."  by 
Messrs  Rousmaniei-e,  Gallup,  Matteson,  L.aild,  Spencer,  Berry,  and  Kent; 
"The  OI)stacles  to  the  Success  of  our  Schools,"  by  Messrs.  Ladd,  Spauld- 
ing,  Rousmaniere,  and  Mowry. 

Reports  from  Scliools.  by  Messrs.  Kent,  Berry,  Gal'up,  Bates,  Man- 
chester. Edwards,  Eastman,  Tefft,  Bobbins,  Spaulding  and  Mowry. 

Exercises  in  Gymnastics,  by  Dr.  Wood. 

Remarks  eulogistic  of  the  lamented  D.  P.  C'oll)Ourn,  by  Messi-s.  Ladd' 
Mowry.  and  Austin. 

Scrcnty-ciylilh  Jl/cc<i«,(/.— TWENTIETH  annual  meeting.— January  29th, 
and  30lh,  1864,  at  Providence. 

Election  of  OIHcers. 

Lectures  on  "  ]Morning  Glories,"  by  J.  Kendall;  "Object  Teaching," 
by  I.  F.  Uady ;  "  The  Study  of  History,"  by  Rev.  B.  Se.irs;  "The  Rela- 
tion of  the  Scholar  to  the  Rebellion,"  by  J.  T.  Edwards;  "Self  Educa- 
tion," by  J.  D.  Philbrick ;  "Physical  Geography,"  by  Prof.  S.  Tenney; 
"The  Relations  of  Parents  to  the  School."  by  T.  W.  Ricknell. 

Report  on  the  history  and  conduct  of  the  Wiode  Island  Schoolmaster 
during  the  year,  by  N.  W.  DeMunn. 

Seventy-ninth Meeliny  —Yeh\-na.vy  12th  and  13th,  1864,  at  Woonsocket. 

Lectures  on  "Familiar  Topics,"  by  J.  Kendall;  "Supervision  of 
School,"  by  Rev.  B.  S.  Nortlirup;  "Relation  of  the  Schol.-ir  to  the  Rebel- 
lion," by  J.  T.  Edwards;  "  Education  and  Physical  Interests,"  by  Hon. 
J.  B.  (  hapin. 

Discussions  on  "Parental  Interest  in  Schools."  "Object  Ti  aching  as  a 
Sy.stem,"  "  Physical  Culture,"  "  Defects  in  Public  Schools." 

Eiyhlklh  Mecliny.—3\\nn  3d  and  4th,  1861,  at  Il.arrisville. 

Lectures  on  "The  Education  of  the  Freedmen,"  by  Rev.  A.  Root; 
"  Rea<ling."  by  F.  B.  Snow;  "  I'rimai-y  Geogr.-iphy,"  by  T.  W.  Biiknell; 
"  The  Educational  Improvements  of  Twenty-live  Years,"  l)y  I.  F.  Cady. 

Discussions  on  "  The  Best  Means  of  Securing  Regular  Attendance  at 
School  by  Messrs.  Steere,  Melcalf,  and  Webb;  "  The  Evils  of  a  Frequent 
Change  of  Te.ichers,  and  the  Remedy,"  by  Messrs.  Cady.  Bicknell  and 
Mowry;  "  Method  of  Teaching  Writing  in  Common  Schools,"  by  Messrs. 
Webb.  Steere,  and  others;  "Teaching  Beginners  in  Arithmetic  the  Pro- 
cess Before  the  Reasoning,"  by  Messrs.  Snow,  and  Mowry;  "  Reiiuiring 
Pupils  to  give  Inform.ition  of  Oflenses,"  by  Messrs.  Mowry,  Cady,  Webb, 
Steere,  and  others. 
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FAyhty-firsl  Moctiny.—V]\cn\\,  Oi-tober  7th  and  8th,  1864. 

The  Iti-;titiite  hukl  the  first  of  its  series  of  meetings  for  the  se.-ison  in 
this  village. 

The  question,  "At  What  Age  Should  Children  Commence  Taking 
Writing  Lessons,  and  When  Should  They  Begin  the  Study  of  Geography 
and  Grammar?"  was  discussed  by  Hon.  Henry  Rousmaniere,  Rev.  B. 
P.  I5yr:ini.  IM(?ssrs.  Kent.  Soamans,  and  Spanlding. 

(Jlass  exercise  in  Spelling,  conducted  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Kent. 

"Ought  Parents  to  be  Compelled  to  send  Ihcir  Children  to  School?  " 
discussed  by  Hon  Henry  Rousuianicre,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  Rev.  B- 
P.  Byr.'un,  and  Messrs.  Seamans,  and  Spaulding. 

Evening  session.— Mr.  Harris  R.  Greene,  Principal  of  the  Worcester, 
Mass.,  High  School,  delivered  a  lecture  "On  the  floral  Influence  of  the 
Te.acher  in  the  School  Room." 

S.iturd.iy  morning. — Mr.  A.  A.  Gamwell,  of  Providence,  presented  the 
following  su'ijei't,  "How  to  Te.ach  Pupils  the  Use  of  the  English  Lan- 
guage, .and  its  History  as  the  Work  of  jSIan  ;  "  lecture,  "  Slrilie  while  the 
Iron  is  Hdt."  by  Rev.  James  T.  Edwards. 

Afternoon  session. — The  question,  "  What  are  the  Most  Apparent 
Hindrances  to  the  Elevation  of  Public  Scijools?  "  was  discussed  by  Hon. 
Henry  Housmaniere,  I{ev.  J.  T.  Eilwards,  the  President,  and  N.  W.  De- 
Munn.  The  customary  vote  of  tlianks  to  lecturers,  and  for  hospitality, 
were  passed.     Adjcjurned. 

Eiyhiy -scimid  Meeting .—'Enst  Gi'eenwich.  October  21st  and  S^d,  1854.  A 
large  assembly  met  in  the  Semin.ary  Chapel.  Remarks,  by  the  President, 
William  A.  Mowry  The  first  subject  presented  was,  "What  are  Mile 
Stones  Marking  Educational  Progress?"  discussed  by  Hon.  Henry 
Rousmaniere,  Rev.  J.  T.  Edw.ards,  Piofessor  J.  Eastman,  Rev.  S.  A. 
Crane,  D  D..  and  Dr.  Eldredge;  second  topic,  "  What  Studies  Demand 
More  Attention  in  our  Public  Schools  th.an  they  now  Receive?'*  discussed 
by  the  President,  Rev.  Messrs.  Edwards,  and  Crane,  and  Commissioner 
Chapin.  Singing,  by  a  class  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  under  the  direction 
of  Professor  Tourjee. 

Evening  session. — The  second  tojdc  of  the  afternoon  was  further  dis- 
cussed. Rev.  J.  H.  McCarty  delivered  a  lecture  upon  "  The  Lights  and 
ShadoH-s  of  the  School  Room.  Professor  Tourjee,  with  his  cl.ass,  sang  a 
portion  of  Rossini's  "  Stabat  Mater,"  with  fine  eflect. 

Saturd.iy  morning. — Business. — Commissioner  Chapin  urged  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  on  a  firmer  basis  a  State  Norm.-il  School.  A 
committee  of  one  from  each  county  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  set  of 
questions  for  discussion  at  the  commg  Institutes,  and  report  the  same  at 
the  next  meeting.  The  question,  "  What  Considerations  are  Sufficient  to 
Warrant  a  Change  in  Text-Books?  "  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Kend.ill, 
Chapin,  DeMunn,  and  Edwards. 

Afternoon  session. — Questions  were  answered  relative  to  "  Correcting 
whispering,  loud  study,  tardiness,"  etc.    The  claims  of  the  Rhode  Island 
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Schoohnnster  were  urged  by  jMr.  DeMunn.  Tliirty-two  subscriptions 
were  obl.-uned.  Tlie  customary  resolutions  of  thanl^s  were  passed,  and 
after  a  sons  by  Professor  Tourjee's  music  class,  the  Institute  adjourned. 
The  members  were  received  on  the  Seminary  grounds  by  the  "  .seminary 
Guards,"  and  escorted  to  the  depot. 

Eiyhty-third  Mceliny .—V.nsi  Providence,  November  I8th  and  19th,  1864. 
Hon.  Joshua  B.  Chapin,  Commissioner  of  Public  Scliools,  delivered  a 
discourse  on  "  The  True  Teacher,"  several  points  of  which  were  discussed 
by  President  Mowry,  and  Rev.  G.  M.  P   King 

Evening  session. —  'The  Importance  of  the  Cooperation  of  Parents 
with  Teachers,  and  llie  Best  Method  of  Securing  It,"  was  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Mowry,  King,  and  others.  Rev.  Leonard  Swain,  1).  D.,  of 
Providence,  delivei'ed  a  lecture  upon  "  Puritan  Education." 

Saturday  morning. — "  English  (irammar  in  Connection  with  Analysis," 
w.as  pri^sented  by  Mr.  Francis  B.  Snow,  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  Bai-fley, 
Mt)wry,  Kendall,  Cady,  Chapin,  Gamwell,  and  others;  "Lessons  from 
Nature,"  was  ;i  topic  considered  by  Mr.  I.  F.  Cady. 

Afternoon  session. — The  importance  of  parental  cociperation  was  fur- 
ther discussed.  Mr.  Joshua  Kendall  read  a  paper  on  '•  Difficulties 
Arising  in  the  School  Room."  The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Institute  lo  prepare  a  series  of  questions  for  discussion,  re- 
ported. These  questions  embraced  a  consideration  of  the  utility  of  the 
Noimal  School,  more  uniform  and  more  thorough  examinations,  the 
modification  required  in  the  school  laws,  what  will  authorize  cstablish- 
lishing  a  Grammar  or  High  School  in  the  country  towns.  It  w.as  also 
announced  that  a  meeting  of  School  Committees,  Trustees,  Superintend- 
ents, and  others,  for  mutual  consultation  would  be  held  in  Providence  at 
the  neNt  annual  meeting.  After  passing  resolutions  of  thanks,  the  Insti- 
tute adjourned. 

Eiyhty-I'ourth  Meeimy. — twenty-fikst  annum, meeting. — Providence,. 
January  STtli  and  aSth,  1865. 

The  annual  meeling  of  the  Institute  was  held  in  the  vestry  of  the 
Richmond  Street  Church. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  devotional  exercises  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, pastor  of  the  church.  The  President,  Mr.  Mowry,  made  .an 
.address  of  welcome  to  the  teachers.  Various  committees  were  app(jinted. 
Professor  J.  Eastman,  of  the  Providence  Conference  Seminary,  gave  a 
lecture  upon  "  Duties  of  the  Teacher  to  Himself.' 

Afternoon  session. — The  State  Commissioner,  in  behalf  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  memorialize  the  General  Assembly  for  an  appropriation 
to  establish  an  "  Experimental  School"  in  "  Object  Teaching,'  reported 
that  they  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  Ihem,  but  without  being  able 
to  effect  anything  in  accordance  with  the  resolution.  Lecture,  "English 
Composition,"  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Crane,  D.  D.,  of  East  Greenwich.  Address 
on  the  same  subject  by  Professor  Robinson  P.  Dunn,  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity. 
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Evening  session. — Mii=ic,  by  the  "  Orplieas  Club."  Lecture  by  Rev. 
E.  B.  Webb,  of  Boston;  subject,  "Given,  a  M.m— How  to  M;ike  the 
Most  of  Him  ' 

SMturday  morning. —Mr.  N.  W.  DeMunn  reported  in  relation  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster.  Lecture  ly  E.  A.  Sheldon,  Esq,  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  at  ( !s\vego,  N.  Y.,  on  "Child  Culture  by  the  Methods 
of  Object  Teacliing  " 

Editors  of  the  hhodc  Island  Schoolmaster  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected.  Lecture  on  "  \'entilation,"  by  D.  B.  Th.ayer,  Esq.,  of  Jamaica 
Plains.  Mass. 

AJternoon  session. — I>ecture  on  "  History,"  by  Rev.  Barnas  Sears,  D.  D., 
of  Brown  University.  Resolutions  of  tlianks  to  the  several  lecturers, 
the  "  Orpheus  Club,"  the  Richmond  street  society,  and  the  several  rail- 
roads for  free  return  tickets  to  teachers  and  other  friends  of  education 
passing  over  them,  were  pa-sscd.  Also  a  resolution  of  thanks  and  good 
wishes  to  Mr.  Joshua  Kendall,  who  had  resigned  the  Principalship  of  the 
Stiite  Normal  School.     Atljourned. 

Eighty-fifth  Meeting. — Newtown,  (Poi-tsmouth),  December  22d  and  23d, 
1865. 

The  Institute  met  at  Masonic  Hall.  It  was  expected  that  Commis- 
sioner Chapin  would  (hjliver  a  lecture  on  Thursday  evening,  but  owing 
to  a  severe  storm,  he  was  unable  to  reach  the  island.  In  phice  of  the 
lecture  the  "  Eight  Hour  System  of  Labor,"  was  discussed. 

Friday  morning  — "  Arithmetic  and  the  Principles  of  Substraction," 
were  discussed.  In  the  afternoon,  '•  The  Best  Jlethods  of  Teaching 
Grammar"  were  discussed,  liy  Messrs.  Mowry,  Baggs,  Inman,  and 
Bicknell.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Bicknell,  Principal  of  the  Arnold  Street 
Grammar  School,  Providence,  read  a  lecture  on  "The  Teacher's  Ciuu- 
pensation,"  President  Mowry  .'poke  of  "The  Relations  of  the  School  to 
the  Slate  and  the  Duties  of  Parents,  School  Oflicers,  and  Friends  of 
Education  in  Elevating  the  Standard  of  our  Public  Seliools." 

Saturday  morning. — "School  Discipline,"  was  discussed  by  Mes-rs. 
Morse,  Thomas  and  Mowry.  Mr.  Albert  J.  Manchester,  of  Providence, 
gave  a  lecture  upon  '■  The  Teacher,  His  Works  and  Rewards."  Mr.  S. 
A.  Potter,  author  of  Potter  &  Hammond's  series  of  writing  books,  ex- 
plained the  principles  of  his  system  of  penmanship,  giving  illustrations 
on  the  blackboard.     Adjourned. 

Eighty-sixth  Tl/eefo'rey.— Lonsdale,  December  29th  and  30th,  1865. 

The  Institute  met  in  the  High  School  room.  "  School  Discipline"  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Chapin,  Mowry,  Lansing,  and  Ross.  The  evening 
session  was  held  in  the  Sunday  School  room  of  Christ  Church.  A  lec- 
ture on  "  The  Sensibilities  "  was  delivered  by  Rev.  B.  G.  Northrup,  of 
Saxonville,  Mass.  Erastus  Richardson,  Esq.,  of  Woonsockel,  read  a  racy 
poem  on  "  The  Gift  of  Speech." 

Saturday  morning. — A  lecture  on  "Grammar"  was  given  by  Mr.  A. 
Gamwell,  of  Providence.     The  subject  ot  the  Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster 
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was  prt'SonttHl.  .and  a  largo  minilior  (if  subscriptions  obl.iineil.  Resolu- 
tions of  thanks  were  passed,  and  ihe  Institute  adjonrned. 

Eiyhty-sMh  Meetins—T'WKSiY-SECi  tan  ann  uai.  meeting.— Providence, 
January  Sfitli  and  2Ttli,  18G6. 

EleL-tion  of  OlVu-ers. 

The  Institute  met  in  the  vestry  of  the  Central  Congregational  Church, 
and  a  hearty  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Rev.  Leonard  Swain, 
D.  D.  Various  committees  were  appointed.  Professor  Robinson  P. 
Dunn,  of  Brown  University,  delivered  a  lecture  upon  '•  The  Study  of 
English  Literature." 

Afternoon  session.— A  lecture  by  Professor  Samuel  S.  Greene,  of  Brown 
University,  "Teaching  as  an  Answer  to  the  Intern.al  Want  of  the  Pupil." 
A  lectui-e  by  Professor  J.  Lewis  Diman,  of  Brown  University,  on  "  Poli- 
tical Education  in  Public  Schools."  President  Sears  spoke  briefly  in  sup- 
port of  the  views  presented  in  the  lecture. 

Evening  Session. — Lecture  on  "  The  Educational  Mission  at  the  South," 
by  Colonel  T.  W.  Iligginson,  of  Newport. 

Saturday  moining— Resolutions  were  introduced  by  Professor  Dunn, 
and  unanimously  ailopted,  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  important  ser- 
vices to  the  cause  of  education,  rendered  by  the  late  Rev.  Francis  Way- 
land,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  S.  II.  Taylor,  LL.  D.,  of  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  Mass,  gave  a  colloquial  lecture  upon  the  "Topography  of 
Rome." 

Afternoon  session. — The  Board  of  Editors  of  the  Rhode  Island  ScJwol- 
iiKister  was  elected.  Professor  Josiali  P.  Cooke,  Jr.,  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, delivered  a  lecture  upon  "The  Value  of  Scientific  Stu<lies  as  a 
Means  of  Discipline."  The  interests  of  the  Schoolmisler  were  presented. 
Resolutions  of  congratulation  and  also  of  thanks  were  presented  and 
adop'ed.  Likewise  resolutions  of  gratitude  up'  n  the  return  of  peace  and 
the  altered  condition  of  the  country.  A  shin  t  closing  address  was  made 
by  President  Bicknell,  and  the  Institute  adjourned. 

Ei(/hty-seventh  il/ee^jny.— Peacedale,  February  15th  and  16th,  1866,  after- 
noon session. 

The  Institute  met  in  Hazard's  Hall,  and  was  cordially  welcomed  by 
Rev.  M.  Williams.  The  subject,  "Ought  Parents  to  Visit  Schools?" 
was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Bicknell,  Aldrich,  Tefl't,  Collins,  and  Wil- 
liams. A  discussion  followed  on  "  Whispering  in  School,"  which  was 
participated  in  by  the  President,  and  Messrs.  Hazard,  Williams,  Rich- 
mond, Tettt,  Collins,  and  Aldrich. 

Evening  session.—  Lectures  were  delivered  on  "  The  Legend  of  Rocks," 
by  Mr.  M.  A.  Aldrich,  of  Providence;  on  "School  Morale,"  by  Mr. 
Francis  B.  Snow,  of  Providence;  on  '•  Moral,  Physical  an<l  Intellectual 
Cultiue."  by  Hon.  Rowland  G.  Hazard,  of  Peacedale. 

Saturday  morning. — "School  Morale  "  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  De- 
Mnnn,  and  Williams.  A  lecture  was  read  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Snow,  on 
"Reading,"  .and  another,  by  Mr.  N.  W.  DeMunn,  on  "Some  of  the  Best 
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Motlioils  of  Teaching  Arithmetic."  Remarlcs  on  tlie  same  sniijeot  were 
made  by  Mr  Ilazanl.  lli'soliitions  of  thanlis  to  lecturers,  and  also  for 
hospitable  entertainment,  were  passed.     Adjourned. 

Eitjhtye.tylUh  Medins/.—'Hewport,  March  1st,  2d  and  3d,  1866. 

Tlie  Institute  temporarily  (11  ganized  on  Thursday  evening,  and  Com- 
missioner Chapiii  deli  vereil  a  lecture  on  "  Education,  its  Importance  and 
Results." 

Friilay  morning. — An  address  of  welcome  was  given  by  Rev.  Charles 
H.  M.alcom,  to  which  President  Bicknell  responded.  Rev.  Cyrus  II.  F.iy. 
of  Providence,  delivered  a  lecture  upon  "Some  of  the  Evils  of  our  Sys- 
tem of  Instruction." 

Afternoon  session  — Mr.  S.  A.  Potter,  of  Providence,  delivered  an  ad- 
dress on  "  Moral  Instruction  in  Schools."  A  resolution  declaring  it  to 
be  "the  iluty  of  tho.sc  in  authority  to  shorten  the  daily  sessions  of  the 
Public  Schools,"  was,  after  discussion,  adopted.  Mr.  F.  B.  ,Snow,  of 
Providence,  read  a  lecture  on  "  Moral  Instruction  in  Schools;  How  to 
Teach  It,  and  When  to  Te.ich  It." 

Evening  session. — Lecture  by  Rev.  S.  Reed,  of  Providence,  on  "  What 
I  Saw  in  a  Nine  Miles  Walk  in  the  Mammoth  Cave." 

Saturd.iy  morning. — Discussion,  "  The  Necessity  and  Means  of  Inter- 
esting the  Pupil,"  participated  in  by  Mesiirs.  Higginson,  White,  I'albot, 
Ladd,  and  Snow.  Lecture  by  Professor  Samuel  S.  Greene,  of  Brown 
University,  upon  "  Teaching  as  Satisfying  an  Internal  Want  of  the  Pupil," 
Mr.  John  J.  Ladd  gave  a  familiar  talk  on  "  School  Discipline."  The 
•claims  of  the  Rhode  Island  Schoobnnder  wei'e  presented.  Resolutions  of 
thanks  for  the  hospitality  extcnde<l  to  the  members  of  the  Institute  were 
passed;  also,  to  the  several  lecturers,  to  the  railroad  companies,  and  to 
the  American  Steamboat  Company,  for  special  favors  received. 

Adjourned. 

Eiyhtyninlh  Mcainy.—VAW'iwVal,  October  10th,  11th  and  12th,  18G0. 

The  Institute  met  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  MethodisI  Episcopal 
Church.  Words  of  welcoaie  were  spoken  by  Rev.  Mr.  Church,  and  re- 
plied to  by  the  President. 

Dr.  Lowell  Mason  gave  a  lecture  on  "The  Best  Methods  of  Teaching 
the  Art  of  Vocal  Musi(^"  Prof.  F.  S.  Jewell,  of  the  State  Normal  School, 
at  Albany,. N.  Y.,  gave  a  cla.ss  exercise  in  Spelling.  Dr.  Chapin  closed 
the  exercises  of  the  morning  with  a  few  pertinent  remarks  on  the  lecture. 

Wednesday  afternoon.— Class  exercise  on  "Writing,"  by  Mr.  Bowler. 
Class  exercise  in  "  Arithmetic."  conducted  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Clatiin,  Princi- 
pal of  the  High  School  in  Worcester,  Mass.  Colloquial  lecture  on 
"  Grammar  -and  Analysis,"  by  Professor  Jewell.  Lecture  on  "  The  True 
Uses  of  History,"  by  President  Sears  of  Brown  University. 

Thursday  morning. — Exercise  on  "  Vocal  i\Insic,"  by  Dr.  Mason.  A 
paper  on  "  Declamation,"  by  Mr.  Claflin.  Class  exercise  in  "Geogra- 
phy," by  Professor  Jewell. 

Afternoon  session.— Second  exercise  on  "Writing,"  by  Mr.  Bowler. 
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Exercises  on  "Keadiiis,"  and  on  "Fractions,"  by  Mr.  G.  N.  Bigelow. 
Leotiiie  on  '•  Geometry,"  by  Professor  S.  S.  Greene. 

Evening  session.— Lecture  on  "Temperance,"  by  Dr.  Charles  Jewett, 
of  Worcester,  l\Iass. 

Friday  morning.  — Lecture  on  "  Tlie  Principles  and  Uses  of  Music,"  by 
Dr.  Mason.  Lesson  in  '  Notation,"  by  Air.  Bigelow.  Essay  on  "Health," 
by  Dr.  Trine,  of  Providence. 

Afternoon  session. — "Grammar  and  Analysis,"  by  Professor  Jewell. 
"Elocution,"  by  Professor  Mark  Bailey,  of  Yale  College,  llesolutions 
in  favor  of  a  State  Normal  School,  and  of  Normal  Institutes,  to  be  sus- 
tained by  a  State  appropriation,  were  adopted;  also  the  customary  reso- 
lutions of  th.anks. 

Friday  evening.— Lecture  on  "  Normal  Schools,"  by  Professor  Jewell. 
A  committee  on  "The  Normal  School,"  consisting  of  two  gentlemen 
Irom  each  county  in  the  .State,  w;is  ap])ointed  to  act  in  connection  with 
tlie  coniiniltee  appointed  by  tlie  Board  of  Directors  of  tile  Institute. 
After  a  few  appropriate  remarks  by  the  President,  the  singing  of 
"  America,"  by  the  audience,  and  a  benediction,  by  Piofessor  Jewell,  the 
Institute  adjourned. 

Ninelidh  ^/eefmj.- twenty-thiud  annual  meeting. — Providence, 
January  20th,  1867. 

Election  of  officers. 

Tlie  Institute  convened  at  the  school-rooms  of  Messrs.  Mowry  &  Goff. 

The  President,  in  his  opening  remarks,  alluded  to  the  unusual  nature 
of  the  annual  meeting  for  this  year,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Insti- 
tute to  the  several  topics  to  be  discussed  and  .acted  upon  by  them.  Chief 
among  these  subjects  were  the  true  office  and  proper  tield  of  action  of 
the  Institute,  the  reestablishment  of  the  Normal  School,  and  the  evils  of 
trnancy. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Chapin,  it  was 

Voted.  That  a  committee  to  consist  of  two  from  each  county  in  the 
State,  and  six  members  of  the  Institute,  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  reestablishment  of  the  Norui.al  School,  and  to  memorial- 
ize the  General  Assembly  on  the  subject;  ;ind  that  the  Mayor  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  in  Providence,  and  sucliotlicr  persons 
as  the  School  Committee  of  .said  city  shall  be  pleased  to  .appoint,  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  coiiperate  with  the  al>ove  committee. 

It  was  also  voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  memorialize 
the  Gener.al  Assembly  to  make  an  appropriation,  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  two  Institutes  of  Instruction  of  one  week 
each  in  length,  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  during  each  year,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  School  Commissioner.  The  same  committee  was 
also  empowered  to  memorializi!  the  General  Assembly  on  the  subject  of 
"Truancy."* 

•  The  committee  on  re-establishing  the  Nonnal  .*cbool  were,  Rev.  John  Boyden, 
Woonsocket;  Hon.  T.  K.  King,  Pawtucket;  Professor  George  \V.  Greene,  East 

la 


138  HISTORY     OF    THE 

The  resident  and  contributing  editors  of  the  Rhode  Island  Sclioolmnster 
were  appointed  for  tlie  ensuing  year,  and  a  motion  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee of  lliree  ■'  to  consider  any  proposition  that  may  be  made  for  merging 
the  Sehoolmaslrr  into  a  New  England  Educational  Journal,  and  report  on 
the  same  to  tlic  Institute,"  was.  after  free  discussion,  laid  on  the  table. 
A  motion  to  put  forth  every  endeavor  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the 
Sclioolniaslcr,  w.as  adopted. 

Resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
"  N.ational  Bureau  of  Education  "  .at  Washington,  accompanied  with  a 
request  to  the  .Senators  in  the  United  States  Congress  from  Rhode  Island, 
th.-it  they  endeavor  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing  for  such  a 
Rureau.  The  thanks  of  the  Institute  were  tenderetl  to  Messrs.  Mbwry  & 
Goft',  for  the  use  of  their  rooms.     Adjourned. 

Ninety-first  Meeting.— ■xwehtx-vovkih  annual  meeting  .—Providence, 
January  24th  and  25th,  186». 

Election  of  Ollicers. 

The  Institute  met  in  the  vestry  of  the  Centr.al  Congi'egational  Church. 
Devotion.al  exercises  and  address  of  welcome  by  Rev.  Mr.  Vose  Re- 
sponse by  President  Bickncll.  The  usual  committees  were  appointed. 
Lecture  on  "Educational  Wants,"  by  Thomas  L.  Angell,  A.  M.,  Princi- 
pal of  the  Lapham  Institute. 

Afternoon  session. — Lectures  "  How  to  Teach  Children,"  by  Professor 
Samuel  S.  Greene,  of  Brown  University;  "  Elocution,"  by  Colonel  11.  B. 
Sprague,  of  the  Connecticut  State  Norm.al  School;  ".Symmetrical  Cul- 
ture," by  Rev.  James  T.  Edwards,  East  Greenvvich. 

Evening  session. — Lecture  by  Colonel  H.  B.  Sprague,  on  "  Milton  as  a 
Teacher."    A  large  and  gnitilied  audience  was  in  attend.mce. 

Saturday  morning. — Address  on  "The  Educational  System  of  Great 
Britain,"  by  Hon.  Ne.al  Dow,  of  Portland,  !Maine.  Lectures,  "  On  the 
Metrical  .System,"  by  Professor  J.  H.  Appleton,  of  Brown  University; 
"Relations  of  the  Teacher  and  Pupil,"  by  J.  H.  Tenncy,  Esij.,  of  Newton 
Centre,  Mass.  Exercise  in  "  Geography,"  by  Mi-s.  Mary  R.  C.  Smith,  of 
Oswego,  N.Y.  The  resident  and  monthly  editors  of  the  Schoolmaster 
■were  appointed,  Resolutions  in  favor  of  more  frequent  meetings  of  the 
Institute  in  diSerent  parts  of  the  State ;  in  commendation  of  the  Schoot- 
nuister ;  in  appreciation  of  the  services  of  tlie  retiring  President;  in 
favor  of  reestablishing  the  Normal  School;  and  of  ih.mks  to  lecturers, 
and  for  various  courtesies,  were  p.assed.  The  following  resolution  was 
also  unanimously  .adopted  i 

Greenwich;  Hon.  B.  Lapham,  Warwiclt;  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Kingston;  Hon. 
R.  G.  Hnzaicl,  Peace  Dale;  Vf.  A.  Wliite,  Ksti.,  and  B.  H.  RVuxtes,  Esq.,  of  Xiviport ; 
Uev.  Tlioinas  Sbepaiil.D.  D.,  Bristol;  Mr.  Isaac  F.  Cady.  Warren. 

Committee  on  the  Institute  and  on  Truancy.  Thomas  W.  Bieknell,  Harrington; 
Rev.  B.amas  Sears,  D.  D.,  ,Iohn  Kingsbiuy,  LL.  D.,  and  Samuel  Austin.  Proviilence; 
William  A.  Mowry,  Cranston ;  Rev.  James  T.  Edwiuds,  East  Greenwich. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  in  the  death  ol  Rev.  Robinson  P.  Dunn,  D.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Rlieloric  and  Englisli  Literature  in  Brovvnj  University,  the  Insti- 
tute sincerely  mourns  llie  loss  of  a  member  whose  Christian  character, 
ripe  scholarship,  and  earnest  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education, 
greatly  endeared  him  to  a  widc'eircle  of  frienils. 

Adjourned - 

Nincly-secotul  Mcetini/.—Wnketu-M,  February  28lh  and  29th.  1868. 

Discussion,  "  The  Teacher's  Daily  Preparation  for  the  Duties  of  the 
School-room ;"  participated  in  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Messrs.  De- 
Munn,  Aldrich,  and  others. 

Evenin;;  session. — Lecture  by  Rev.  James  T.  Edwards,  of  Kast  Green- 
wich .Semin.iry,  on  "The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Illustrations." 

Saturday  morning. — "The  Proper  Method  of  Teachinj;  (Jeofrraphy," 
by  President  DeMunn.  The  "Study  of  Giammar,"  by  Mr.  M.vA.  Al- 
drich. "Arithmetic,  with  Special  Reference  to  Square  Root,"  by  the 
President.  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  described  the  woiking  of  the  system 
of  common  schools  in  the  State.  The  "  r.-ite  bill  system  "  was  operating 
injuriously  on  many  districts.  Resolutions  in  favor  of  local  meetings  of 
the  Institute,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Sdwolmaslcr,  were  adopted.  Also  the 
usual  vote  of  thanks.     Adjourned. 

Kinety-thinl  Mcctinjj.—'[\vv:si\-h'ih"vii  annual  meeting.— January 
2'Jth  and  30th,  18fiy,  at  Providence. 

Election  of  Officers 

This  session  of  the  Institute?  was  held  in  connection  with  one  of  the 
series  of  meetings  conducted  by  the  School  Commissioner.  A  commit- 
tee was  appomted  to  confer  with  Uie  committee  on  education  in  the  Gen- 
ei'al  Assembly,  in  reference  to  a  Konnal  Sc/iooU  A  commitli;e  on  the 
Rhode  Inland  txlioohnaslcr  \\a,s  appointed  with  power  to  iict. 

Adjourned. 

KindyfourUi  Mcclinij. — twenty-sixth  annual  meltlng.— Provi- 
dence, .lanu.iry  29th  and  30th,  1870. 

Election  of  Otficprs. 

The  Institute  met  in  Roger  Williams  Hall.  Devotional  exercises  con- 
ducted at  the  opening  by  Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D.  D.  Address  of  wel- 
come to  teachers  by  Rev.  Augustus  Woodbury,  and  responded  to  by 
President  Edwards.  Lecture  by  Professor  James  .Tohonnot,  of  Oswego, 
N.  Y.,  on  "The  Philosophy  of  Teaching."  Address,  by  Rev.  li.  G. 
Northrup,  Secretary  ol  Connecticut  lioard  of  Kducation,  upon  "The 
Laws  of  .M.issachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  in  Rtdalion  to 
Employing  Children  in  .Manufacturing  Establishments. " 

Al'tcrnoon  session. — The  hall  was  tilled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Various 
committees  were  announced.  "Teaching  History,"  an  exercise  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Albert  J.  Manchester,  Principal  of  the  Thayer  Street 
Grammar  School  a.'isisted  by  a  class  of  his  pupils.  Recitation,  "The 
Plack  Regiment,"  by  Master  Willie  Wec^den,  of  the  same  school.  .Sing- 
ing by  two  hundred  pupils  from  the  Grammar  schools  of  Providence, 


140  HISTORY    OF    THE 

under  the  direction  of  ]\Ir.  Ilpnry  Carter.  Readings,  by  Miss  LeRow,  of 
Boston.  A  paper  on  "Teaching  Primary  Geograpliy,  by  Means  of 
Object  Lessons,"  read  by  Mrs.  Kebecca  Jones,  of  Worcestei',  Mass.,  and 
illustrated  with  a  class  of  children.     Address,  by  Re\'.  B.  G.  Northrup. 

Evening  session. — The  hall  was  crowded,  and  hundreds  were  unable  to 
gain  admission.  Music,  by  the  ''Choral  Union,"  of  Pawtucket,  and  the 
choir  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  George  W.  Ilaselwood,  assisted  l)y  Mr.  C.  W.  Bradley.  Address  of 
welcome  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Seth  Padelford,  wlio  closed  with 
the  following  words: 

"I  welcome  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  this  city,  to  this  hall,  and  to 
the  hospitalities  of  the  occasion.  I  hope  that  all  your  deliberations  and 
discussions  will  prove  conducive  to  the  objects  in  view,  and  that  by  ele- 
vating the  standard  of  education,  .and  exciting  a  now  interest  for  its  dif- 
fusion, a  fresh  impulse  will  be  given  to  the  cause  throughout  the  State. 
In  this  series  of  meetings  you  have  my  best  wishes  for  their  success,  and 
I  trust  that  the  occasion  will  leave  many  ple.asant  reminiscences."* 

Hon.  Gorge  L.  Clarke,  Mayor  of  Providence,  addressed  the  meeting 
with  words  of  greeting.  This  overflowing  .audience,  he  said,  he  regarded 
as  a  go<jd  omen  for  the  cause  of  education  in  this  State.  It  is  too  late  to 
ask  whether  our  .school  system  should  be  abandoned.  Its  benefits  are 
settled  beyond  question.  The  questions  now  to  be  asked  are,  \w\v  can 
the  system  be  improved?  how  can  we  reap  greater  success?  how  can  the 
money  appropriated  secure  its  best  results?  The  school  system  of  Provi- 
dence he  regarded  as  not  excelled  in  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  not 
in  the  world.  But  it  is  not  perfect  while  one  child  is  allowed  to  grow  up 
in  ignorance — that  parent  of  vice  and  crime.  Alluding  to  Mass.achusetts, 
he  said  that  Rhode  Island  cannot  (expect  to  hold  her  rank  unless  she 
spends  more  money  and  time  in  the  development  of  her  br.ain  power. 
Riiode  Isl.ind  needs  a  Board  of  Education  and  a  good  Normal  School,  or 
she  will  be  outstripped  by  ovei-y  New  England  State,  if  not  every  State. 

Spirited  addresses  were  also  made  by  President  Edwards,  Rev.  Augus- 
tus Woodljury,  Hon.  B.  G.  Northrup,  Henry  Howard,  Esq.,  and  General 
Charles  C.  Van  Zandt. 

Sattu'day  morning. — A  resolution  recommending  the  li/ioih  IsImuI 
tScJiooliiKister  "to  Ihe  continued  patronage  and  support  of  te.achers  and 
the  friends  of  education  at  home  and  abroad,"  was  adopted.  Lecture, 
by  Professor  Johonnot,  "On  Subjective  and  Objective  Teaching."  Ad- 
dress by  Hon.  John  Kingsbury.     Lecture  on  "  Heading,"  with  illuslra- 

'Es-Goverrior  Padelford,  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  in  Froviilence, 
from  1837  to  ISll.  and  from  1S51  to  lSo2.  as  also  for  tifteen  years  a  member  of  the 
scliool  committee,  lias  rendered  important  services  to  the  public  schools.  He 
actively  co-operated  with  others  in  securing  a  High  School  for  the  city  of  rrovi- 
dence.  and  while  Governor,  bestowed  upon  the  Noinnal  School,  and  the  schools  of 
the  State,  \'ery  faithful  attention. 
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tions,  by  Professor  Lewis  B.  Munroe,  of  Boston.  Singrns,  by  two  hun- 
dreil  pupils  from  the  lower  rooms  of  ilie  Grammar  scliools  of  Providence, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rawson. 

Afternoon  session. — Lecture  "  On  the  Principles  of  Teaching  Geogra- 
pliy,  particularly  in  the  department  of  Map  Drawing,"  by  Mr.  J-  M. 
Sawin,  Princip.al  of  the  Elm  Street  Grammar  School,  Providence,  assisted 
by  a  class  of  his  pupils. 

Resolutions  in  favor  of  a  Board  of  Education,  and  a  Normal  School, 
and  of  thanks  to  all  who  had  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  prolit  or 
pleasure  of  ihe  occasion,  were  passed.  Readings,  by  Professor  Munroe. 
After  brief  closing  remarks  by  the  President,  followed  by  singing  the 
Doxology,  "Praise  God,"  and  a  benediction  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Stockbridge, 
D.  D.,  the  Institute  adjourned. 

Ninctij-fiflh  ircc<%.— September  SSd,  23d,  and  24th,  1870,  at  Noj'th 
Scituate. 

Address  of  welcome,  by  Rev.  O.  H.  True.  Lecture  on  "Absenteeism 
From  Our  Schools,"  by  Professor  George  W.  Iticker.  The  subject  was 
discussed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  and  Messrs.  True, 
Cole,  Ellis,  Saunders,  and  Fisher.  Address  on  "The  Prussian  System  of 
Education,"  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Stockbridge,  D.  D.  A  memorial  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  relating  to  a  Normal  School,  was  read  by  Dr.  Fisher,  and 
i-eceived  a  large  numl*r  of  signatures.  The  subject  ol- "  Ventilation," 
was  presented  by  Rev.  Daniel  Leach,  of  Providence,  and  discussed  by 
Dr.  Fisher,  and  Prof.  Ricker.  Mr.  Leach  also  presented  the  subject  of 
"Spelling,"  in  an  interesting  and  instructive  manner.  Brief  address 
by  Governor  Padelford.  Reading  from  "The  Trial  of  Pickwick,"  by 
Mr.  F.  G.  Morley.  Class  exercise  in  "Arithmetic,"  by  Mr.  Albert  J. 
Manchester.  The  claims  of  the  Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster  were  pre- 
sented.   An  exercise  in  "  Reading"  was  given  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Snow. 

On  the  evening  of  the  tirst  day  a  popular  meeting  was  held,  and  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Governor  Padelford,  Rev.  Daniel  I.,each,, Albert  J. 
Manchester,  Commissioner  Bicknell,  Rev.  (J.  H.  True,  Dr.  C.  H.  Fisher, 
and  Prof.  G.  IL  Kicker.    Adjourned. 

Ninety-sixlh  Meeting. — December  15th  and  16th,  1870,  at  Warren. 

Address  of  welcome,  by  Rev.  L.  C.  Manchester.  Remarks,  by  Prof.  F. 
S.  Jewell,  and  Hon.  Henry  Barnard.  Lecture  "On  English  Grammar," 
by  Mr  Samuel  TInn-ber,  of  Hyde  Park,  Mass.  "Importance  of  Educa- 
tion," Jjy  J.  W.  Stillman.  An  exercise  in  "  Spelling,"  with  a  class,  con- 
ducted hy  Mrs.  Smith,  of  the  iMeeting  Street  Colored  School,  Providence. 
An  (exercise  in  "English  Grammar,"  by  F.  G.  Morley.  An  Rss.iy  byMr. 
Peck,  of  the  Warren  High  School.  Readings,  by  A.  P.  Mowry.  An  ex- 
ercise in  Arithmetic,  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Mamihcster.  Addresses  and  discussions 
by  Pro.^.  Jewell,  Hon.  Henry  Barnard,  General  G.  L.  Cooke,  and  others. 

Ninetij-sevenlh  ilfeeh'rey.— twenty-seventh  annual  jieeting  —January 
26th,  •27th  and  28th,  1871,  at  Providence. 

Election  of  officers. 
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The  first  day  was  devoted  by  members  of  the  Institute  to  visiting  the 
city  scliools  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  methods  of  study,  instruc- 
tion and  reoitation.  In  l\te  evening  the  Institute  mot  in  Roger  Williams 
Hall,  nnd  listened  to  an  address  by  Professor  J.  Lewis  Diman,  of  Brown 
University,  on  "  Poetrj  in  Education."  Professor  Hibbard,  of  Wesleyan 
University,  aiso  gjive  select  readings. 

Friday  morning. — An  address  of  welcome  was  given  by  Hon.  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Mayor  of  Providence.  Tlve  exercises  of  the  day  win-e  "  Disci- 
pline," by  O.  H.  Kile,  A.  M.,  of  \S'esterly;  Singing,  by  pupils  of  the 
Th:iyer  Street  Gramm;ir  .School,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Hood  ; 
Lecture,  by  Professor  George  I.  (Jhace,  of  Brown  University;  Select 
Readings,  by  Prof.  ]SL  D.  Brown,  of  Tufl't's  College;  "  Elements  of  Suc- 
cess and  Causes  of  Failure  in  Teaching,"  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Tilton,  of  New- 
porL  Remajks,  by  Hon.  Joseph  White,  Secretary  of  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Education;  "Gymnastic  Drill,"  by  pupils  of  the  Thayer  Street 
Gramm;ur  School. 

In  the  evcKing  tlie  meeting  was  held  in  H.arrington's  Opera  House. 
Addresses  by  President  Jl.mchester,  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Hon. 
Joseph  White,  oi'  Boston,  and  Hon.  Warren  Johnson,  of  Maine.  Read- 
ings were  given  by  Mrs.  Miller,  jind  Professor  Brown.  Music,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Hood. 

Saturday,  at  Roger  Williams  Hall. — Address- on  "Reading,"  hy  Pro- 
fessor Brown.  "The  Significance  of  Geographical  Names,"  by  Hon. 
Joseph  While.  Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Leach,  Jolmson,  White, 
Perry,  Tewksbiu'y,  and  Waterm;m.  A  resolution  to  petition  the  General 
Assembly  to  aid  in  elevating  the  standard  of  education  in  tlie  State,  by 
establishing  a  Normal  and  Training  School,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
A  committee  on  the  ISiode  Island  t:Schoobnaslcr  was  appcjinted;  also,  a 
committee  on  the  "  St;tte  Teachers"  Annual  Excui'sion ;"  also,  a  commit- 
tee to  prepare  a  "  JNIanual  of  the  Riiode  Island  Institute  of  Instruction." 
Tlie  customary  resolutioES  of  Llianks  were  p.issed.  Tiie  several  sessions 
x)f  tbis  Institute  meeting  wereoonduclied  with  great  spirit.  The  attend- 
ance was  large,  showing  unabated  interest  to  the  close. 

Ninety  eighth  Mcetiny. — twknty-eighth  aknual  meeting. — January 
J-8th,  19th  aixJ  20th,  8872,  at  Providence. 

Election  of  Ollicers. 

The  first  dav  (Thursday)  was  -devoted  to  visiting  tlie  schools  of  the 
city  and  tiie  Normal  School.  In  the  evening  a  re-imion  of  teachers  was 
held  in  Roger  Williams  Hall,  at  which  music  was  given  by  the  Brown 
University  Glee  C3ub,  and  readings  by  Mi's.  H.  M.  Miller. 

Fri'i.ay,  .'it  Roger  Williams  Hall.— A  paper  on  "Practical  Education," 
by  A.  D.  Sm.all,  of  Newport;  Essay,  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Hoyt,  of  the  Provi- 
dence High  School ;  Music,  by  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  in  Provi- 
dence, undei'the  direction  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Hood;  Reading,  by  pupils  from 
the  State  Normal  Schooli  Essay,  by  J.  C.  Greenough,  Principal  of  tlie 
N.erm.al  School. 
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In  the  evonins:,  at  Music  IIill.  —  Addresses,  by  Governor  Pndelford', 
Hon.  Mayor  Doyle,  Hon.  T.  W.  Bicknoll,  Kev.  Daniel  Leaeh,  Rev.  Alexis 
Caswell,  D  D.,  and  Hon  W.  P.  Sheffield.  Readings,  by  Professor  L.  B. 
Monroe.  Music,  by  pupils  of  the  city  public  st-tioofe,  and  on  th&  organ» 
by  Mr.  F.  F.  Tingley. 

Saturday  morning,  at  Roger  Willi.ams  Hall. — An  ann-ual  tax  of  one-dol- 
lar for  gentU'uien  and  fifty  cents  for  ladies  was  voted.  An  exercise  in. 
Elocution  W.1S  given  by  Professor  Monroe,  with  the  pupils  of  the  Nornvil 
School.  Messrs.  Lyon,  BicknelS,  Hoyt,  Greenough,  and  Small,  were 
chosen  ,a  committee  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  tbis  session  of  She  In- 
stitute. A  committee  on  the  Rhode  Island  bc/ioolmaster  wiis  appointed. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Albert  A.  Gamwell  was  announced,  and  the  following 
resolution  unanimously  udoptect  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Gamwel),  a  V'ice^  Presifteit  of 
this  Institute,  and  one  of  its  e.nyliest  Hienibers.  and  for  nearly  twenty-fi^e 
years  a  teacher  in  tlie  city  of  Providence,  this  Institute  and  the  cause  of 
education  liave  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  .and  we  desire  hereby  to  express 
our  appreciation  of  his  wort!]:  a&  a  man,  and  a  faithful  and  devoted 
teacher.* 

Increasing  Inte-resfi. 

It  would  Tx!  impossBl)le,  except  hy  swelling  tMs  voTtrme  to> 
!i  .size  not  contemplated  hytbe  IiTstitiite  when  authorizing  its 
publication,  to  give  in  the  preceding  syn^ipsis  of  meetings- 
the  nimierous  detai-ls  which  would  be  alike  interesting  and 
instructive.  A  summary  of  the  essential'  portions  of  the- 
many  lectures  antl  addresses  delivered  by  eminent  educators^ 
would  have  been  an  invaluable  contriltirtion  to  edncational 
literature,  and  the  practical  ideas  contained  in  them  would' 
have  been  foiiiitl  important  .nids  in  the  school-room.  A  ref- 
erence, however,  to  th-e  varrous  topics  discussed,  eannot  fail! 

♦Mr.  Gamwell'was  bom  in  Peru.  Massachusetts.  October  2tlt1i,  I81G:  He  -svaa  edu- 
cated at  Bnown  Unwevslty^  aad  graduated  in  September;  1847.  He  immediately 
afterwards  accepted  an  appointmeat  as  I'lrineipali of  the  Fountain  Street  Gram_ 
mar  School  in  Providence,  subsequently  transferred  to  the  ne-w  building  on  Fed- 
eral Street,  a  positiOD  Be  occupied  with  distinguished  success  until  his  labors 
were  tM-miaiated  Isy  iatal  disease.  He  diedi  Decomber  18th,  ISTlyih  the  jjeacefu'l' 
tiii9t  inspired  by  the  christian  faith  his  life  had  so  consistently  illustrated.  He 
left  a  wife  and  four  children  to  mourn  an  event  which  awakened  tlie  sorrow  ol 
a  wide-  cii-cle  of  friends.  A  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Gamwell  hangs  in  tlie  HalL  of  the 
Federal  Street  Grammar  scheol  house. 
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to  suggest  to  te:\cliei-s  trains  of  thought  helpful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  responsible  and  often  perplexing  duties.  The 
questions  upon  which  these  lectures  and  addresses  were 
based,  will,  for  the  most  part,  suggest  the  desired  answers, 
and  a  careful  perusal  of  this  synopsis  of  Institute  work,  will, 
in  this  particul'ir,  be  found  highly  advantageous. 

It  is  especially  interesting  to  trace  through  the  years 
covered  by  the  brief  history  thus  far  presented,  the  iniluence 
of  the  annual  and  subsidiary  meetings  of  the  Institute  in 
multiplying  friends  to  the  cause  of  popular  education,  and  in 
strengthening  its  hold  upon  the  public  mind.  This  is  made 
evident  by  the  increased  attendance  upon  its  meetings,  as 
well  as  by  the  high  character  of  the  citizens  who  extended  to 
them  their  cordial  support.  This  has  been  a  more  distinctly 
marked  feature  within  the  last  fourteen  years.  Up  to  that 
time,  with  few  exceptions,  and  those  we're  evenings  when  a 
popular  speaker  from  abroad  addressed  the  Institute,  the 
vestry  of  a  church  had  furnished  all  needed  accommodations. 
But  year  by  year  the  circle  of  interest  widened  until  in  1870 
it  became  ueccssary  to  transfer  the  annual  meetings  to  Roger 
Williams  Hall,  capal)le  of  seating  sixteen  hundred  people.  A 
single  year  demonstrated  that  even  this  Hall  was  of  too  lim- 
ited dimensions,  and  in  1872,  for  this  reason,  the  evening 
exercises  were  held  in  ^lusic  Hall,  the  largest  audience  room 
in  Providence,  if  not  in  the  State.  The  annual  meetings  of 
1873  and  1874,  held  in  this  latter  hall,  were  pre-eminently 
distinguished  for  numbers  and  enthusiasm.  Such  gatherings 
of  teachers  and  the  Iriends  of  education  were  never  before 
seen  in  Ehode  Island,  if  indeed,  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  evening  sessions,  each  year,  not  less  than 
three  thousand  persons  were  present. 

The  ninety 'ninlli  meeting  of  the  Institute,  being  the 
TWENTT-NiNTH  ANNUAL  MEETING,  was  held  as  abovc  Stated, 
January  9th,  10th  and  11th,  1873. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  forenoon  of  Thursday  (0th)  was  devoted  by  members 
to  visiting    the    State   Normal  School  and    the   Providence 
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High  Sthool.  Ill  the  aftLTiioon,  from  two  to  four  o'clock,  the 
Grainiiiar,  IiitermediMte,  and  Primary  schools  of  the  city  were 
visited,  to  witness  the  usual  exercises  in  each. 

At  2  o'clock,  p.  M.,ii  session  of  the  Department  of  Higher 
Instruction  was  held  ia  the  Providence  High  School.  The 
object  of  this  session  was  stated  hy  the  President,  (Mr. 
Lyon,)  to  he  "to  secure  to  the  teachers  of  the  higlicr  schools 
the  same  advantages  tiiat  the  teachers  of  other  schools  had  at 
the  annual  meetings  of  the  Institute.*  The  following  papers 
were  then  read  :  "  Methods  of  Teaching  the  Classics,"  hy 
Professor  Albert  Harkness,  of  Brown  Universit}' ;  "  The  Im- 
portance of  jNIathematical  Studies  to  Literary  Pursuits,"  by 
Professor  Benjamin  F.  Clarke,  of  Brown  University.  The 
reading  of  these  papers  was  followed  by  animated  and  in- 
structive discussions,  which  were  participated  in  by  Charles 
B.  Goff,  Edward  H.  Cutler.  O.  H.  Kile,  N.  W.  Littlefield, 
David  W.  Hoyt,  William  A.  Mowry,  Thomas  B.  Stockwell, 
and  Edwin  M.  Stone.  In  the  evening  a  large  audience  as- 
semblcd  at  Music  Hall,  when  an  able  address  on  "The  Cri- 
terion of  Education,"  was  delivered  by  Hon.  E.  E  White,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

Friday  morning,  an  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  hy 
Rev.  Henr\'  W.  Rugg,  of  the  Providence  School  Committee, 
and  responded  to  in  appropriate  words  li}'  President  Lyon. 
Processor  Samuel  S.  Greene,  of  Brown  University,  read  a 
paper  on  "Thought  and  Expression  :  " 

Thought  was  placed  tirst,  because  ii  was  really  first  in  time  anil  im- 
portance; expression  second  in  time  and  the  necessaiy  instrument  by 
wliich  tlioiiglit  is  made  known.  Thought  is  to  be  gained  by  direct  effort, 
expression  by  indirect,  wliich  united  gives  us  language.  Every  person 
in  common  life  needs  to  know  how  to  speak  and  write  his  own  language 
with  correctness  and  some  degi-ee  of  elegance.  Plow  can  our  children  be 
taught  to  do  this  in  our  common  schools?    Not  by  the  study  of  text- 

*The  school  risitatioiis  commencecl  in  1S71,  and  meetings  of  tlie  "Department 
of  Higher  Instnictlon."  begim  in  1873,  were  new  features  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  annual  meetings  of  the  Institute.  In  1S74  a  Cirammar  and  Primaiy  school 
section  was  added. 

19 
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books  in  the  scienoe  of  Gramniiir  alone  or  cliiefly,  but  by  such  training  as 
shall  stimulate  thought  and  lead  to  its  expression,  care  being  taken  to 
give  thought  its  legitimate  place,  that  of  supremacy  over  expression.  A 
child  should  not  be  led  to  think  by  unwise  criticisms  of  the  style  of  his 
penmanship,  grammar,  spelling,  etc-,  th.at  the  expression  is  first  in  im- 
portance. Tell  a  child  to  go  and  exannne  or  witness  something  within 
his  comprehension,  and  then  let  him  tell  it  his  own  way,  and  give  him 
the  impi'ession  that  his  thought  is  of  the  most  importance.  Children 
should  be  taught  to  think  and  read  for  a  definite  object,  and  when  this  is 
accomplished  the  expression  will  be  acquired.  Do  not  demand  of  a 
child  an  original  composition,  without  preparing  his  mind  by  leading  him 
into  the  right  thought.  All  school  exercises  should  be  made  a  means  of 
teaching  correct  expression  of  earnest  thought. 

This  paper  elicited  an  iiistriictive  disctissioii,  participated 
in  by  Professor  Joseph  Eastman,  Eev.  Daniel  Leacli,  Super- 
intendent of  Providence  Public  Schools,  Professor  Greene, 
Hon.  E.  E.  White,  Commissioner  Thomas  W-.  Bicknell,  and 
liev.  Edwin  iNI.  Stone.  A  pleasant  exercise  in  "  Gymnastics," 
was  given  l)y  a  class  of  pui)ils  from  the  Thayer  Street  Gram- 
mar School,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Margaret  L.  Phillips. 
The  accuracy  and  gracefulness  of  the  drill,  excited  the  admi- 
ration of  the  audience. 

The  afternoon  exercises  were  opened  with  singing  by  five 
hundred  pupils  belonging  to  the  several  Grammar  Schools  of 
the  city,  under  the  direction  of  ]Mr.  B.  W.  Hood.  The 
pieces,  live  in  numljer,  were  finely  rendered,  showing  careful 
training  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Pupils  from  the  State 
Normal  School  gave  exeicises  in  Heading,  conducted  by  Pro- 
fessor L.  B.  iSIonroc.  These  exercises  were  well  sustained 
throughout,  and  gave  great  satisfaction.  Professor  J.  Lewis 
Diman  delivered  a  scholarly  and  instructive  address  on  "The 
Teacher's  Culture."  Hon.  E.  E.  White  spoke  in  approval  of 
the  sentiments  advanced,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Elu,  of  East  Green- 
wich, presented  briefly,  "The  Means  l)y  which  Real  Cidture 
may  be  Obtained."  Professor  Monroe  read  the  "Pied  Piper 
of  Hamlin." 

In  the  evening  the  hall  was  crowded  to  overflowing.     Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Governor  Seth  Padelford,  Hon.  Thos. 
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A.  Doyle,  Mayor  of  Providence,  Hon.  John  Kingsbury,  Rev. 
Dr.  Robinson,  President  of  Brown  Universit}',  Hon.  E. 
White,  Hon.  Henry  Barnard,  and  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Bick- 
nell.  Professor  Monroe  read  three  poems,  which  were  re- 
ceived with  great  apphaise.  The  excellent  nnisic  for  the 
evening  was  fnrnished  by  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  female 
High  School  pupils,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Hood, 
Mr.  Frank  F.  Tingley  presiding  at  the  organ. 

Saturday  forenoon  tlie  meeting  was  mainly  devoted  to 
business.  Besides  the  election  of  officers  and  the  customary 
votes  of  thanks,  resolutions  were  passed  recommending  a 
modification  of  the  district  system  of  this  State,  approving 
State  representation  by  one  or  more  Commissioners  at  the 
International  Industrial  Exposition  to  be  held  in  Vienna, 
Austria,  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1873,  and  recognizing 
elementary  Natural  History  "as  a  necessary  fundamental  de- 
partment of  public  instruction."  The  following  resolutions 
are  among  the  number  presented  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  no  S5'stem  of  ediicalion  can  be  considered  complete 
which  does  not  provide  for  girls  the  same  educational  advantages  boys 
now  enjoy,  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  members  of  tliis  Institute,  the 
cause  of  education  will  be  advanced  in  this  State  when  its  daughters  can 
obtain  within  its  borders  the  highest  education. 

Besolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  profound  regret  of  the  decease  of 
Professor  C.  M.  Alvord,  of  East  Greenwich  Seminary,  whose  long  and 
faithful  service,  and  distinguished  success  in  tlie  work  of  a  teacher,  have 
commanded  the  admiration  of  his  fellow-teachers,  as  his  pure  and  noble 
cliristian  character  has  secured  the  respect  and  love  of  all  who  liave  been 
permitted  to  know  his  worth.* 

The  Committee  on  the  Institute  Manual  reported  that  the 
work  would  be  in  readiness  for  the  press  iu  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the 
Rhode   Idund   ScJioohnaslei',    reported,    and    recommended 

*  Professor  Caleb  M.  Alvonl,  was  born  in  East  Hampton,  Mass.,  May  3(1, 1815,  ami 
died  at  East  Urecuwicii,  li.  I.,  January  Oth,  1873,  aged  fifty -cigUt  years. 
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"that  tlie  journal  be  couthiued  as  heretofore  untie:  the  eJi- 
torial  direction  of  the  School  Commissioner,  and  the  business 
management  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Stockwell,"  with  a  Board  of  twelve 
contributing  editors.    The  recommendation  was  adopted. 

Adjourned. 

The  several  sessions  of  the  Institute,  from  the  commeuce-' 
ment  to  the  close,  were  of  an  elevated  character,  and  of  un- 
usual interest.  The  addresses,  lectures  and  papers,  opened 
fresh  and  valuable  truths  to  the  minds  of  all  present,  and  to 
the  inspiration  of  great  ideas  was  added  the  inspiration  of 
the  crowd  that  daily  thronged  the  hall. 

The  one  hundredth  meeting  of  the  Institute,  being  also  the 
THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  MEETING,  opeued  iu  Provideuce,  January 
22d,  l!S74,  and  continued  until  noon  of  the  24th.  The  fore- 
noon of  the  first  day  (Thursday)  was,  as  in  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  devoted  to  visiting  the  schools  of  the  city, 
together  with  the  State  Normal  School.  In  the  afternoon 
two  meetings  of  teachers  and  others  were  held  in  the  High 
School  Building,  viz.  :  "The  Department  of  Higher  Instruc- 
tion," and  "The  Grammar  and  Primary  School  Section." 
The  former  was  presided  over  by  Professor  Joseph  Eastman, 
of  the  Conference  Seminary  at  East  Greenwich,  and  the  lat- 
ter by  Mr.  L.  AV.  Russell,  Principal  of  the  Bridghimi  School 
in  Providence.  Both  meetings  were  largely  attended  b^-  the 
most  prominent  educators  of  the  city  and  the  State.  The 
latter  was  crowded  to  excess.  The  Department  of  Higher 
Instruction  commenced  its  session  with  a  paper  by  Mr.  David 
W.  H(nt,  Principal  of  the  English  and  Scientific  Department 
for  boys  iu  the  Providence  High  Sciiool,  on  "The  Relation  of 
the  Teacher  to  Modern  Progress  in  Physical  Science."  The 
following  is  an  abstract : 

The  teacher  is  the  interpreter  who  stands  between  the  original  inves- 
tigator anil  tlie  people.  All  acknowledge  the  power  of  the  press  as  an 
educator.  Popular  lectures  by  masters  in  seience  afford  entertainment 
and  awaken  interest;  but  tlie  next  generation  of  men  and  women  will 
owe  most  of  its  permanent  ideas  iu  science  to  the  teachers  and  the  text- 
books of  to-day. 
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It  is  tlie  duty  of  the  teacher  to  keep  liimsulf  informed  of  the  receat  pro- 
gress made  in  science.  One  who  has  ceased  to  learn  should  cease  to 
teacli.  The  progress  of  science  fnrnishes  the  mental  food  needed  to  tit 
one  lor  his  duties,  even  though  he  may  not  directly  teach  that  which  he 
learns;  but  his  knowledge  of  recent  discoveries  should  be  more  minute 
and  extensive,  in  proportion  as  they  bear  more  directly  upon  the  branches 
he  is  called  to  teach. 

There  is  a  broad  distinction  between  what  tlie  teacher  ought  to  knoiv, 
and  what  he  ought  to  teach.  Two  evils,  of  an  opposite  character,  beset 
his  calling: — 

1.  Teaching  the  old,  simply  because  it  is  old,  and  the  teacher  thor- 
oughly understands  it;  and  neglecting  to  teach  the  new,  simply  because 
it  is  new,  and  the  teacher  is  too  old  or  too  lazy  to  learn  it  liimself.  We 
often  ra  isjudge  of  the  relative  value  or  difficulty  of  the  old  and  the  new 
methods.  The  old  is  so  thoroughly  a  part  of  ourselves  that  we  fail  to 
realize  that  botli  are  equally  unknown  to  our  pupils. 

2.  Teaching  the  new,  simply  because  it  is  new,  and  neglecting  to 
teach  what  is  comparatively  old,  simply  because  it  is  old.  While  the 
fossil  teacher  may  be  guilty  of  the  error  first  mentioned,  the  progressive 
teacher  is  lial^le  to  Commit  this  one.  The  temptation  is  two-fold.  First, 
it  is  easy  to  teach  with  interest  and  enthusiasm  what  one  has  justlearned. 
The  success  of  young  teachers  is  often  due  to  this  fact.  We  are  all 
young  in  our  recent  acquirements,  and  it  is  well  th.-it  it  is  so;  we  only 
plead  that  we  should  use  our  judgment  as  well  as  our  personal  enthusiasm 
in  determining  what  to  teach.  The  second  temptation  is  furnished  by 
public  examinations.  Committees  and  the  puldic  may  be  interested  in 
what  is  novel,  though  old  but  important  subjects  are  neglected. 

» The  present  importance  of  a  subject  is  one  point  to  be  considered  in 
determining  whether  it  should  be  taught.  The  multitude  of  wrecked 
theories,  and  even  practical  chemical  processes,  which  lie  along  the 
stream  of  time,  are  now  of  little  import.ince,  except  as  items  of  history. 

The  amount  of  time  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  teacher  is,  in  most  cases, 
unfortunately,  the  most  important  practical  point  to  be  considered.  Let 
us,  however,  suppose,  for  the  moment,  that  the  selection  of  topics  is  to  be 
made  upon  other  grounds.  We  pass,  then,  to  consider  our  principal  prop- 
osition. 

New  discoveries  and  theories  should  not  be  introduced  into  a  course  of 
academic  instruction  till  they  are  firmly  established.  Even  the  pioneers 
of  thought  and  discovery  must  admit  this.  Tlie  text-book  .and  the  teacher 
are  not  only  the  interpreters,  but  the  great  conservative  power. 

It  may  be  .asked,  why  should  the  tfcaclier  study  these,  if  he  is  not  ex- 
pected to  teach  them  ?  The  reasons  which  pertain  to  his  own  mental 
growth  and  character  have  already  been  given.  The  pupil  has  enough 
to  occupy  his  mind  in  what  is  firmly  established.  The  teacher  should  b3 
able  to  exercise  tlie  judicial  spirit,  neither  believing  nor  disbelieving  till 
he  has  sufficient  reason  therefor.  The  .average  pupil  is  incapable  of  such 
a  state  of  mind;  he  blindly  believes.    These  new  discoveries  and  theo- 
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ries  may  soon  become  so  fully  established  that  tlie  teacher  will  be  ex- 
pected to  include  them  in  Ills  course  of  instruction;  and  even  if  he  does 
not  teach  tliem  directly,  tliey  may  modify  his  teaching.  Again,  thei'e  are 
students  whom  the  "  average  pupil "  does  not  repi'esent.  A  few  will  seek 
from  the  teacher  information  in  regard  to  the  questions  of  the  day. 

The  remainder  of  the  paper  consisted  of  a  practical  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  above  cntinLiated,  naming  some  sub- 
jects which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  author,  may  be  taught, 
and  others  which  are  not  yet  so  well  understood  as  to  be  pro- 
perl}' included  in  a  course  of  academical  training.  It  continues  : 

Tte  revelations  made  by  specirum  analysis  are  wonderful,  enabling, 
as  it  does,  the  celestial  chemist  to  analyze  the  heavenly  bodies.  But  how 
much  of  the  application  of  spectrum  analysis  to  lire  heavenly  bodies 
should  we  be  justified  in  teaching  at  present?  Perhaps  little  more  than 
.this:  The  bright  lines  of  a  spectrum  indicate  the  character  of  the  gases 
from  which  tlie  light  comes,  and  the  dark  lines  the  nature  of  the  gases 
ihroiiyk   which  it  conies. 

The  spectroscope  has  revealed  enough  to  overturn  some  of  the  old 
theories  respecting  the  physical  constitution  of  the  sun :  but  we  know 
little  more  about  it  than  this:  The  sun  is  surrounded  by  an  immense 
gaseous  atmosphere,  containing  sundry  elements,  some  of  whicli  are 
found,  also,  on  the  earth. 

The  greatest  changes  of  the  last  few  years  have  been  in  the  theories 
adopted.  New  facts  have  been  added  to  the  common  stock,  but  the  old 
ones  cannot  be  tlirown  aside,  like  old  theories.  One  department  is  of  too 
much  imporbmce  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  It  includes  what  is  spoken 
of  as  "  conversion  of  energy,"  "  conservation  of  force,"  or  the  "  correla- 
tion of  forces," — not  only  the  theories  of  what  were  once  called  the  im- 
ponderable agents,  such  as  heat,  light,  and  electricity,  but  also,  in  a 
wider  sense,  tliose  of  gnivity,  cohesion,  and  chemical  affinity, — in  fact, 
the  unity  of  force  imd  of  natural  plienomena,  .and  perchance,  of  matter 
itself.  Not  many  years  since  the  tendency  of  the  tiu>es  was  to  multiply 
chemical  elements  and  forces  in  physical  science,  as  well  as  species  in 
natural  history.  Now  men  are  not  only  striving  to  prove  a  common 
origin  for  species,  bnt  some  are  seeking  to  trace  all  physical  forces  to  a 
common  source,  and  all  kinds  of  matter  to  the  same  original  substance. 

Teachers  should  accept  it  as  a  fact  that  a  therriial  unit  is  equivalent  to 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  foot-pounds;  that  is,  the  force  which 
would  raise  a  given  weight  of  water  one  degree  Fahrenlieit,  would  lift 
the  same  weight  seven  hundred  iind  seventy-two  feet.  We  teach  tliat 
light  and  l>eat  consist  in  vibrations  of  atoms  or  molecules;  that  light  is 
transmitted  to  us  from  the  sun  by  the  vibrations  oi  the  ether.  Probably 
electi-icity  should  also  be  regarded  as  a  mode  of  atomic  or  molecular  mo- 
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tion  ;  l)iit  just  how  the  motion  iliflVrs  from  Ihiit  of  li^ht  ami  lieat  we  cannot 
say.  Electrit-ily  is  evidently  convertible  into  heat,  lig'lit,  and  meehanieal 
force;  but  the  duty  of  teachers  is  plainly  to  .await  future  developments 
on  this  subject.  So  far  as  gravity,  cohesion,  and  chemical  affinity  are 
concerned,  we  h.ave  no  theory  to  teach.  Why  matter  thus  attracts  other 
matter  we  cannot  tell,  even  though  Saigey  and  others  attempt  to  account 
for  these  forces  by  llie  vibration  and  rotiction  of  molecules  of  matter 
carrying  with  them  atmospheres  of  etliereal  atoms. 

The  unity  of  force  leads  naturally  to  the  unity  of  mattei'.  Some  evo- 
lutionists would  make  the  ether  the  oiiginal  of  all  matter;  others  would 
ni.ake  the  original  atoms  of  two  kinds,  ethereal  and  corporeal,  with,  pei'- 
haps,  hydrogen  as  the  original  of  the  corpoi'eal ;  others  still,  would  rec- 
ognize some  or  all  the  chemical  elements  as  originally  distinct  forms  of 
corporeal  matter.  As  teachers,  we  propose  still  to  treat  the  cliemical 
elements  as  distinct,  even  though  we  are  forced  to  resort  to  allotropism 
and  isomerism. 

The  subject  preseuted  in  this  paper  was  learnedly  discussed 
hy  Mr.  Isaac  F.  Cady,  of  Barrfngton,  juid  Professors  S.  S. 
Greene  and  B.  F.  Clarke,  of  Brown  University.  After  a 
brief  recess,  Professor  J.  L.  Lincoln,  of  Brown  Universit}-, 
reiid  a  thoughtful  and  discriniinatiug  paper  on  "  Prejiaratory 
Classical  Studies,"  in  which  he  cousidereil  their  value  and  the 
spirit  and  method  of  pursuing  them.  He  would  not  place- 
classical  studies  in  antagonism  to  the  physical  sciences. 
Physical  science  generally  addresses  the  understanding.  It 
is  the  office  of  literature  to  reach  the  soul,  and  thus  thelliiid. 
of  Homer  supplies  a  felt  want. 

The  study  of  larguage  eultiv.ates  fixed  and  concentrateJ  attention. 
The  ancient  languages  are  niore  perfect  and  regular  than  the  modern, 
but  h.ave  a  family  relation  to  all  the  modern  tongues,  and  are  not  dead. 
I^atin  still  lives  in  the  French,  Spanish,  English  and  Italiiui  languages. 
Greek  and  Latin  still  speak  with  ever-living  voices.  The  study  of  these 
languages  is  a  means  to  nn  end  We  are  to  seek  culture  from  their  lit- 
eratures. In  their  thoughts  and  subjects  they  inspire  us  to  spiritu.al 
worth.  They  teach  precepts  of  truth.  I'hey  are  still  unapproached  in 
literary  excellence.  Hence  you  have  a  sufficient  argument  for  the  value 
of  classical  studies  in  a  liberal  education. 

The  pupil  should  have  a  clear  and  sure  aim  of  wh,at  he  is  to  do  .and  be. 
The  languages  should  be  le-.irned  and  accyiired ;  made  a  lasting  posses- 
sion of  the  mind.  We  all  need  to  try  more  and  more  to  achieve  the  posi- 
tive results  of  better  learning  by  the  use  of  the  existing  good  methods  of 
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study.  These  languages  should  be  mastoved  for  our  use.  This  ran  he 
done  "  Possiml  ijtiia  posse  vicentur,'^  1  mean  hy  mastcrini/ ]ns,l  what  we 
mean  by  mastering  a  modern  language  which  we  purpose  to  use  in  read- 
ing and  speaking.  We  slioidd  put  Pi'ofessor  Harkness'  e.Ncellent  w-orks 
to  practical  use  in  constantly  interejianging  Latin  and  Englisli  in  all  their 
forms,  and  by  question  and  answer.  No  form  or  word  but  should  be 
coined  into  living  speech.  The  book  should  only  be  given  up  when  the 
scholar  has  it  all  in  his  mind.  With  what  facility  might  you  then  read  a 
Latin  author.  Not  only  should  book-words  be  used,  but  there  should  be 
something  like  conversation  between  teacher  and  scholar.  The  niimes 
of  common  objects  and  acts  should  be  used  in  daily  intercourse.  You 
would  not  lose  but  gain  time  by  it,  making  the  school  a  Indus  as  in 
olden  time.  All  this  might  be  done  without  any  letting  down  of  gram- 
matical strictness,  but  the  pupil  would  come  back  with  gi-e;iter  appetite 
for  knowledge.  The  lesson  sliould  be  read  back  from  the  translation  into 
the  original,  and  every  new  word  made  so  familiar  that  it  need  not  be 
learned  again  Tluis  there  would  be  a  real  progress  in  knowledge,  and 
the  end  of  classical  study  be  obtained. 

There  are  higlier  aims  in  the  study  of  language;  first,  the  teaclicr  will 
strive  to  bring  into  his  work  a  taste  for  literary  lieauty.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  so  instruct  the  scholar,  and  to  urge  him  to  this  study  which  has  done 
so  much  for  others.  We  should  not  regard  language  as  mere  material 
for  grammatical  analysis.  We  may  begin  the  study  too  e.arly,  before  wo 
are  able  to  appreciate  then-  beauties  and  diction .  Our  pupils  should  know 
and  feel  these  beautie.s,  w-hich  they  should  study,  not  as  tasks  to  he 
learned,  but  as  noblest  diversions  for  future  days.  They  should  be  epn- 
vers.ant  with  the  authors  and  know  their  excellences.  The  work  of 
translation  should  be  made  a  means  of  discipline  to  the  student  in  his 
own  vernacular. 

Again,  the  life  of  the  people  among  whom  Greek  and  Roman  letters 
grew  up.  should  be  a  subject  of  study.  Greek  and  Latin  each  contributed 
to  the  Clu'istian  religion,  and  here  is  a  fruitful  theme  which  should  be  of 
interest  to  the  student  in  the  early  part  of  his  study.  What  were  their 
manners  and  customs,  their  relation  to  the  races  of  modern  times  are 
subjects  of  a  life-work  which  should  be  early  begun.  Virgil  should 
be  studied  as  a  national  poet,  Cicero  as  an  exponent  of  Roman  political 
life.  I  am  glad  we  have  schools  which  do  so  good  work,  wlu'ch  have 
given  so  many  good  scliolars  to  our  University.  I  trust  they  will  do  yet 
better  service.  In  reading  not  long  since  of  the  schools  of  England,  I 
received  some  idea  of  the  power  of  these  schools  in  enlightening  the 
nation,  and  I  would  say  to  our  teachers,  it  is  a  worthy  ambition  to  sus- 
tain the  reputation  of  our  schools.  See  to  it  that  you  adorn  the  Sparta 
of  your  dwelling-place.  Devote  the  power  it  shall  give  you  to  virtue, 
truth  and  religion. 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Tilton,  Principal 
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of  the  High  School  in  Newport,  and  Mr.  Alonzo  Williams,  of 
the  Friends  School,  Providence. 

The  Grammar  and  Primary  Section  was  first  addressed  by 
the  chairman,  on  some    metiiods   and    mistakes   in   Reading. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Grecnough,  Principal  of  the  State  jSTormal 
Scho(j|,  then  read  a  paper  on  the  management  of  rcitding  with 
young  pupils. 

He  placed  considerable  stress  upon  the  union  of  the  powers  or  sounds 
of  the  lettt^rs  forming  the  earliest  words  learned  by  the  child;  also,  that 
the  word  shimld  not  be  presented  till  the  thing  it  symbolizes  was  known 
to  the  child,  or  the  idea  to  be  conveyed  comprehended.  He  thought 
much  was  lost  to  the  child  by  a  want  of  freshness  in  the  matter  presented 
for  reading  lessons.  lie  hoped  to  see  the  day  when,  to  obviate  this, 
printed  sheets  would  be  furnished  monthly,  by  some  competent  commit- 
tee chosen  for  the  purpose,  to  be  distributed  among  the  schools  of  a  State 
or  community,  these  sheets  to  contain  appropriate  matter  for  di&'crent 
gr.-ides  of  schools,  exciting  curiosity  in  the  children,  by  the  contiiuied 
newness,  and  affording  the  opportunity  of  keeping  the  children  interested 
in  current  topics,  in  history,  politics,  discoveries,  &c.,  which  they  could 
comprehend. 

He  thought  the  reading  book  a  very  important  one.  Around  it  clus- 
tered much  in  after  years  of  school-life.  The  induence  of  the  pieces  and 
of  tlie  teacher's  work  when  teaching  them  was  very  great. 

He  closed  the  paper  by  some  eloi|ucnt  allusions  to  the  doors  which  m,ay 
be  opened  to  the  pupils  through  the  reading  lessons  to  the  gems  of  our 
great  authors,  forming  and  molding  the  t.astes  of  the  pupils  for  their 
works. 

Two  papers  followed;  one  hy  Mis.'^  Mary  A.  Riley,  of 
Westerly,  on  teaching  "  Elementary  Geography,"  and  the 
other  hy  Miss  Susan  C.  Bancroft,  assistant  teacher  iu  the 
Normal  School,  on  "Early  Steps  in  Language." 

Mi.ss  Riley  regarded  the  teaching  of  position  as  of  first  importance.  It 
should  be  done  liefore  the  name  Geography  is  uttered  iu  the  class,  and  by 
locating  different  objects  in  the  scliool  room,  and  speaking  of  their  posi- 
tions, iibsolute  and  as  related  to  each  other.  Then  the  streets  of  the 
town,  and  houses,  etc.,  located  upon  them  might  be  taken  up  till  the 
necessity  of  a  map  was  felt.  Then  map  drawing  might  be  liegun,  rude 
at  first,  but  to  be  perfected  iu  the  liigher  grades. 

Miss  Bancroft  advocated  the  teaching  of  language  in  all  the  school  les- 
sons from  the  earliest  period  of  sciiool  going,  long  before  what  is  termed 
■20 


154  HISTORY    OF    THE 

composition-writing  begins.  The  pupils  should  be  tatiglit  to  tell  about 
the  things  they  see  and  handle.  Here  is  where  they  get  tlieir  first  lessons 
in  language.  She  impressed  upon  the  audience  the  great  importance  of 
the  teacher's  using  correct  language  in  all  the  lesions  and  conversations 
and  aiding  the  pupils  to  do  the  same.  People  often  come  to  serious  mis- 
understanding and  legal  contests  even  by  a  misconception  of  words. 
The  legal  profession  would  be  depi-ived  of  half  their  work  were  it  not 
for  this.  Some  useful  hints  of  interest  to  teachers  were  given  in  relalion 
to  further  steps  in  teaching  language. 

These  papers  were  respectively  discussed  by  Messrs  Albeit 
J.  Manchester,  J.  Milton  Hall,  James  M.  Sawin,  Rev. 
Daniel  Leach,  and  Professor  S.  S.  Greene,  each  [iresenting 
practical  ideas,  enhancing  thereby  to  teachers  the  u-Scfuiness 
of  the  session. 

The  evening  session  at  Music  Hall  attracted  a  lar<!;e  audi- 
ence.  President  Lyon  introduced  Hon.  John  Eaton,  United 
States  Commissioner  of  Education,  who  delivered  a  lecti.re 
upon  the  general  character  of  education,  and  some  of  its 
pressing  needs. 

In  his  introductory  rem.arks  the  speaker  quoted  the  words  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  when  lifting  the  axe  of  the  executioner  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
a  short  time  before  his  execution.  He  said,  "This  is  a  sharp  instrument, 
but  it  cures  .all  diseases."  His  career  and  death,  said  he.  were  an  illus- 
tration, and  his  words  an  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  his  days.  But 
another  treatment  is  now  universally  approved;  indeed,  the  cliange  was 
then  at  hand.  Two  years  after  his  e.\ecution  the  settlement  of  Xew 
England  marked  a  new  departure.  In  spite  of  the  tunes  tlic  course  of 
events  led  to  the  formation  of  a  government  in  which  all,  equal  before 
their  Divine  Master,  were  equal  ucfore  the  law  of  the  land.  Our  fore- 
fathers saw  tliat  their  compact  of  government  must  allow  the  children  to 
learn  so  much  of  letters  as  to  be  able  to  read  the  Bible  and  the  laws 
under  which  they  were  to  be  govei-ned.  In  the  past,  nations  treated  vice 
and  crime  l)y  the  sharp  edge  of  the  executioner's  axe,  but  our  fathers 
began  to  employ  here  in  the  wilderness  a  new  remedy.  They  introduced 
education  by  the  government  compact,  resulting  in  a  civilization  and  in 
a  nation  that  has  presented  bef  ire  the  world  a  specuacle  of  dealing  suc- 
cessfully with  actual  treason  without  the  execution  of  the  traitor.  Edu- 
cation neither  begins  nor  ends  with  the  book  knowledge,  but  is  only  con- 
centrated and  intensified  by  the  aid  of  teachers  and  books. 

The  lecturer  spoke  of  education  as  affected  by  the  necess.ai-y  changes 
produced  by  the  changes  of  time.  Outside  of  NewEngland,  shortly  after 
its  settlement,  instruction  was,  jis  a  rule,  under  the  control  of  the  cliurch 


RHODE    ISLAND    INSTITUTE    OF    INSTRUCTION.  155 

or  priviite  imlividiials,  ;iml  cxtoinlcil  only  to  the  few  At  tlie  day  of  this 
settlement,  we  look  in  vain  foi-  eivil  decrees  or  laws  enforcing  education. 
A  century  l.atei',  civil  law  in  Russia  decreed  elementary  education,  but  it 
was  only  because  the  pe(>ple  would  by  it  be  more  eflicient  subjects  of  the 
monarchy.  Outside  of  the  inhospitable  wilderness  of  the  New  World,  edu- 
cation was  given  only  to  the  few;  but  our  fathers  proposed  to  give  all  a 
chance  to  be  educated,  for  they  saw  that  vice  and  crime  and  poverty 
would  be  less  frequent  by  its  influence.  They  saw  that  all  persons  were 
endangereil  by  these  evils,  and  proposed  they  should  all  have  the  same 
chance  to  escape  them.  Our  fathers  saw  that  pi'operty  could  prevent 
vice,  crime  and  i)auperism  by  beai'ing  the  expense  of  education.  Opposi- 
tion to  the  continuation  of  the  support  of  education  forgets  that  each  in- 
dividual, each  generation,  must  begin  just  as  its  predecessor-  Man's 
work  must  not  only  be  done  anew  and  wholly,  for  each  child  as  it 
appears,  but  each  one  must  be  informed  and  stimulated  to  do  his  part  of 
the  work  of  the  town,  the  State,  and  the  nation.  The  neglect  of  elemen- 
tary training  for  five  years  in  any  community,  would  finil  the  next  gene- 
ration on  the  stage  totally  ignorant.  The  thoughtful  worker  in  the  cause 
of  education  must  have  these  considerations  in  view  when  he  is  counting 
the  cost  of  sustaining  systems  of  education  in  vigorous  operation.  Our 
predecessors  formed  their  conclusions  that  property  must  be  put  into  the 
cause  of  education,  and  if  we  do  not  wish  to  experience  the  civil  upheavals 
common  among  uneducated  nations  in  their  day,  we  must  hold  in  mind 
their  conclusions. 

The  lecturer  then  went  on  to  consider  the  effects  of  changes  in  thepop- 
uli'tion  on  educational  questions. 

A  thing  absolutely  essential  to  the  success  of  the  work  of  the  school  is 
the  intelligent  and  .sympathetic  couper.ation  of  the  surrounding  commu- 
nity. When  this  is  wanting  and  the  teacher  feels  compelled  not  only  to 
stimulate  the  pujiils  in  their  own  eftbrts,  and  iterate  and  reiterate  to  them 
the  things  which  should  be  brought  befoi'e  them  by  llieir  parents  and 
friends,  there  is  but  little  hope  of  success. 

In  conclusion  the  speaker  addressing  himself  to  the  school  teachers  of 
Rhode  Island,  said,  if  I  have  not  directed  my  remarks  successfully  to  you 
this  evening,  if  I  have  r.ather  suggested  facts,  the  consideration  of  which 
should  be  for  the  whole  American  people,  and  shotdd  inspire  every  parent 
and  citizen  with  an  anxious  and  sympathetic  coupeiation ;  still  I  have 
not  forgotten  th.at  the  success  or  failure  is  committed  to  you.  Have  you 
taken  your  position  from  right  motives?  Are  you  in  the  line  of  duty? 
The  Great  Ma.ster  says  to  you  "  go  on,"  and  His  protection  and  support 
will  not  fail  you. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture,  Professor  Mark  Biiiley,  of 
Yale  College,  read  the  re-iiiiioii  poem,  i)y  Holmes,  a  selection 
from  Doiube}'  and  Son,  including  the  death  of  little  Paul, 
and  the  story  of  the  Hoosier  who  invested  in  live  oysters,  all 
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of  which  were  received  with  strong  marks  of  satisfaction ; 
and  thus  closed  the  first  day  of  unusual  intellectual  enjoy- 
ment. 

Friday  morning  (second  day)  the  Institute  was  opened 
with  devotional  exercises  liy  Rev.  D.  H.  Greer,  Eector  of 
Grace  Cluirch.  President  Lyon  made  an  earnest  and  appro- 
priate address  of  welcome  to  the  teachers  assembled  from 
every  part  of  the  State,  and  representing  the  interests  of 
education  in  their  respective  towns. 

The  high  mission  to  which  the  teaoliei-s  of  to-d;iy  are  called,  is  a  cause 
for  (.■ongratuhition.  Tlieir  (Inlie?  arc  worthy  of  tlie  most  ex.-iltod  talents, 
the  most  f\dtivaled  intellects,  and  tlie  noblest  aspirations.  Their  wt)rk  is 
not  merely  a  profession,  bnt  a  calling  t>»  wliich  they  are  summoned  by  a 
vox  intcriia,  whose  bidding  they  cannot  disri'gard,  Undoi'  its  influence 
they  should  consecrate  all  the  powers  of  their  being, — physical,  mental, 
and  spiritual.  To  elevate  and  ennoble  their  chosen  pursuit  sliould  be  the 
inspiring  motive  to  untiring  eftbrts.  until,  from  exhausted  energies,  they 
are  un.able  to  perform  its  responsible  and  self-denying  labors.  In  Ger- 
many, where  the  profession  has  received  its  higliest  honor  and  won  its 
noblest  victories,  teachers  who  have  taught  forty  years  in  the  public 
schools,  retire  on  full  pay. 

President  L3'on  then  adverted  to  the  different  topics  to  be 
discussed  and  to  the  general  ainingements  Wiv  the  meetings  of 
the  Institute,  as  well  ctdculated  to  bring  out  tlie  best  thoughts 
of  those  who  .should  speak,  and  to  make  this  meeting  of  the 
Institute  a  profitable  one  to  all  in  attendance. 

At  the  close  of  his  address,  Mr.  J.  C.  Greenongh  was  in- 
troduced to  the  audience,  and  read  a  paper  upon  "The  Use 
of  Te.xt-Books." 

He  defined  a  text-book  as  a  book  regularly  used  liy  the  student  in  the 
prep.aration  of  his  lesson.  Text-books  are  of  different  qu.alities,  but  we 
are  to  consider  when  a  good  text-book  should  or  should  not  be  used. 
They  should  not  be  used  when  the  )irinted  piige  will  not  convey  what  is 
to  be  taught.  Early  teaching  must  be  without  books,  and  first  ideas  are 
the  most  important  .since  they  determine  the  pupil's  future  .-icquirements. 
Words  are  not  the  objects  of  our  knowledge,  but  principles,  and  princi- 
ples are  facts  systematically  arranged.  We  must  study  facts  before  we 
can  classify.  The  perceptive  faculties  develop  first  in  order,  .and  upon 
their  development  depends  that  of  the  other  faculties.     Something  more 
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than  words  are  needed  to  develop  this  faculty.  We  must  have  objects  to 
teach,  and  teach  the  objects  before  the  words.  The  teacher  should  dis- 
tinguish b(dween  telling  and  teaching.  He  should  observe  and  then 
make  his  own  statements.  This  was  Agassiz's  method.  The  pupil  gain- 
ing ideas  in  the  natural  order  will  adopt  this  method  in  after  life,  and 
will  investigate  for  himself.  This  will  make  individual  men  rather  than 
machines.  Some  say  it  is  well  to  fix  correct  statements  and  store  the 
mind  with  facts,  to  be  known  in  later  years;  but  this  cultivates  a  habit  of 
trustmg  to  statements  and  memory  rather  than  to  experience.  Let  the 
teacher  direct  the  pupil's  investigation  of  his  own  consciousness.  This 
is  more  properly  called  the  natural  m<^thod. 

When  text-books  contain  the  things  to  be  studied — .as  language,  litera- 
ture, and  the  like,  they  must  be  used.  AVe  should  save  time  by  increase 
of  interest,  acting  as  original  investigators.  There  is  a  prejudice  in  many 
minds  against  oral  teaching  which  is  just,  if  it  refers  to  mere  rambling 
talk.  Teaching  should  be  brief,  concise  and  thoroughly  iinderstood  by 
the  teacher.  Such  teaching  awakens  enthusiasm.  Books  containing 
problems  are  useful,  but  principles  and  rules  should  be  taught  orally. 
Books  often  present  the  subject  in  such  a  manner  that  the  need  of  obser- 
vation is  not  felt.     Teaching  is   the  mark  of  teachers  not  of  text  books. 

Text-books  m.-iy  be  used  to  gain  knowledge  which  cannot  be  obtained 
by  experience,  as  in  history  and  geography.  Single  facts  are  of  little 
value  except  in  their  relation  to  other  facts  and  to  principles.  Tlie 
teacher  should  lead  the  pupil  to  compare  known  facts  and  reach  conclu- 
sions v:duable  to  himself  and  others.  The  pupil  sliould  study  things  be- 
fore principles  and  statements,  should  be  familiar  with  practice  before 
learning  rules.  In  the  study  of  language,  translation  precedes  the 
methods  of  grammar.  When  the  pupil  has  come  to  understand  the  sub- 
ject, if  text-books  can  best  state  the  knowledge,  they  may  be  profitably 
used. 

Tlie  views  presented  in  this  i)aper  were  discussed  at  con- 
siderable length  hy  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  Rev.  Diiniel 
Leach,  and  Professor  Samuel  S.  Greene.  Mr.  Staples  com- 
plimented the  papei',  iind  referred  to  his  former  teacher,  who 
was  wont  to  say  "  no  one  was  fit  to  teach  unless  he  could  dis- 
pense with  the  text-hooks."     He  continued  : 

There  is  ,a  difierenco  in  pupils  about  using  text-books-  If  we  consider 
the  aim  to  impart  knowledge  of  facts  and  fit  the  scholar  for  life's  work 
.  by  awakening  habits  of  thoughtfulness  we  shall  arrive  at  proper  conclu- 
sions. While  the  intellect  should  be  cultivated,  it  is  also  important  that 
facts  and  principles,  which  prepare  the  pupil  to  fill  liis  place  in  life, 
should  likewise  be  imparted,  and  this  must  be  done  mainly  by  text-books, 
even  if  the  teacher  make  his  own  books. 
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Tlie  majority  of  pupils  have  not  and  never  can  have  niucli  individual- 
ity and  to  teach  such  pupils  we  must  rely  on  text-books.  Spelling  must 
be  learned  by  memory,  it  cannot  be  reasoned  out,  and  in  grammar  we 
must  teach  principles  fro.n  text-books-  The  reasoning  powers  should  be 
developed;  but.  after  all,  do  we  not  rely  chiefly  on  the  memory,  even 
tliough  it  be  treacherous  ?  We  do  not  succeed  in  properly  iiwakening  mor,il 
and  religious  life  even  in  our  Sunday  schools;  we  should  not  only  learn 
the  rules  but  form  the  habits  of  virtuous  conduct.  So,  in  the  intellectual 
liie,  we  may  simply  cram  the  memory  with  facts.  This  is  better  tlian 
nothing,  but  not  what  is  needed.  We  are  gaining  in  illustration  and  in 
striving  to  awaken  thoiightfulness  and  interest.  It  is  more  diflicult  to 
teach  without  text-books  and  to  make  a  good  exhibition  to  the  trustees, 
commissioners  and  parents,  yet  a  very  little  power  of  discrimination  is 
'  better  than  any  amount  of  mere  book  knowledge. 

Rev.  Mr.  Leach  followed  Mr.  Staples,  and  said  : 

He  believed  a  skillful  teadier  would  not  be  closely  confined  to  text- 
books, but  properly  used  they  are  essential  to  the  good  of  the  school. 
How  they  should  be  used  would  depend  upon  the  capacity,  age  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  child.  Thought  may  be  awakened  by  objects,  by 
pictures,  by  description,  or  by  the  names  of  objects.  Cliildren  have  few 
spontaneous  ideas,  and  early  knowledge  is  limited;  how,  then,  can  a 
teacher  present  numerous  objects?  The  more  the  teacher  can  use  objects 
the  better,  but  pictures,  de-icriptions  or  names  of  objects  must  at  times 
take  their  place.  Without  the  names  of  objects  he  will  know  nothing  of 
what  he  sees.  Thoughts  must  be  put  into  language  and  should  be  exr 
traded  from  language.  The  child  that  can  do  this  readdy  and  accurately 
is  educated.  Tlie  memory  is  the  only  conservator  of  knowledge,  and  this 
is  by  exact,  definite,  precise  language.  Thoughts  should  be,  as  far  as 
possible,  in  logical  order;  the  closer  the  intimacy  of  relation  the  better 
The  cultiv.ation  of  memory  should  not  be  the  exclusive  wo)k  in  our 
schools.  A  ditlicult  but  profitable  work  is  the  expression  of  thought*  in 
different  words  from  those  through  which  they  were  received.  Reason- 
ing is  the  comparison  of  facts  and  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  memory. 
To  criticise  is  easy;  a  man  might  state  just  how  to  make  a  watch,  and 
yet  not  be  able  to  construct  one.  We  all  desii  e  to  give  the  pupil  as  much 
knowledge  .as  possible,  and  teach  him  to  use  it  in  the  most  ettective 
manner.  Words  and  language  must  be  furnished  before  many  ideas  can 
be  communicated,  but  the  udnd  should  not  Ini  burdened  with  mere  empty 
words.  Pupils  should  use  pencil  and  slate,  giving,  in  their  own  words, 
the  ideas  received. 

I  dissent  from  the  view  that  definitions  and  principles  should  be  lelt  to 
the  teacher.  It  would  produce  confusion,  and  we  should  have  no  lixed 
definitions.  The  most  difficult  p.art  of  teaching,  and  th.at  which  requires 
the  most  skill,  is  to  express  principles  .accurately  and  concisely  in  lan- 
guage, and  when  done  these  should  be  preserved.    One  defect  in  our 
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toaihing  is  ini'xactness.  Processes  should  prucodo  ilofmitions  but  knowl- 
edge should  be  preserved  in  tlie  best  language.  As  regards  spcdling 
words  the  pupil  does  not  understand,  it  is  inipo.ssible  that  he  sliould  un- 
derstand tile  full  meaiiuig  of  all  llie  words  he  meets.  Children  should 
thus  learn  to  use  words  aceurately.  The  memorizing  of  words  is  to  be 
leariuil  primarily  by  young  pupils  from  sentences  in  their  rea<ling  lesson 
and  by  using  them  to  express  thoughts  of  their  own.  In  reading  W(!  have 
the  mechanical  process  anil  also  the  intellectual.  The  latter  extrac.sthe 
thought  from  the  p.age.  We  next  put  thought  inlo  Language  and  make 
it  eft'ective  to  others.  We  wish  to  cultivate  the  memory  that  the  pupil 
may  reason.  Oral  teaching  is  .apt  to  be  given  at  random.  As  a  rule  we 
should  teach  only  what  applies  to  the  lesson.  Beginning  at  the  founda- 
tion all  knowledge  should  be  related.  We  should  not  burden  the  mem- 
ory with  useless  knowledge.  When  the  memory  is  gone,  all  is  gone.  It 
is  well  to  make  knowledge  attractive,  but  let  the  pupil  understand  that  it 
is  by  toil  and  eft'ort  only  that  knowle<lge  i  gained.  The  mind  as  well  as 
well  as  the  boily  needs  strong  meat.  We  never  read  of  a  m.an  who  at- 
tained eminence  as  a  .scholar  who  hud  not  a  good  memory.  <.'ur  teachers 
are  now  striving  more  than  ever,  that  the  scholars  shall  derive  ideas  from 
the  text  books  and  not  that  they  may  give  a  mere  verbal  recitation. 

Professor  Greene,  in  closing  the  discussion,  saitl : 

I  belong  to  both  sides  of  this  question.  In  my  e.arlier  years  of  study 
the  professor  c.ime  before  us  with  notes  or  books  and  began  to  rub  a  glass 
tube  with  a  ealf-skin.  He  then  held  it  over  the  table  on  which  he  had 
placed  some  light  particles  and  we  s.aw  these  alternately  attracted  to  and 
repelled  from  the  glass.  He  then  began  to  explain  it  and  give  us  facts 
connected  with  it.  I  enjoyed  this  exercise,  I  know  I  did.  I  can  con- 
ceive of  his  coming  with  the  statement  of  the  .fact  and  then  proving  his 
statement  by  experiments.  I  sometimes  question  which  is  the  better,  but 
I  confess  I  like  the  tirst.  I  should  not  wish  the  professor  to  repeat  it 
many  times.     Object-teaching  is  often  carried  to  excess. 

Suppose  I  take  geography;  I  wish  to  give  the  pupil  an  ide.a  of  IMada- 
gascar  I  lirst  show  him  an  isl.md,  however  small,  then  teach  him  of 
Larger  islands,  and  go  from  the  object  which  gives  the  elementary  idea 
wp  to  the  great  idaa.  If  you  say  to  me,  '•  Titus  erected  a  battering  ram," 
unless  1  have  seen  a  picture  of  it,  it  is  all  a  grand  blank  to  me.  The 
object  of  teaching  is  to  fill  out  and  open  up  the  thoughts  which  the  pupil 
entrusts  to  memory.  Commit  to  memory  through  the  under.*tanding,  not 
through  the  language  simply.  My  thought  is  this;  the  business  of  the 
teacher  is  to  furnish  ideas,  let  him  use  text-books,  but  let  him  make  his 
ideas  clear.  The  disadvantage  of  teaching  without  a  tex-book  is  the 
crowding  into  the  ininil  of  live  or  six  different  things  without  a  record. 
A  record  helps  to  recall.  It  should  be  as  brief  as  possible.  My  class  are 
required  to  lake  their  own  notes  or  to  lake  my  dictation,  I  have  tried  this 
method  and  am  satisfied.     The  text-book  must  have  a  great  de.d  of  lum- 
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bcr  in  it;  let  me  use  the  book  and  throw  away  the  himber.  Both  with 
and  witliont  the  text-book,  is  the  true  way  to  teach;  tlie  teacher  who 
cannot  teach  without,  is  not  fit  to  teach. 

Professor  Bailey  gave  a  pleasant  lecture  on  Reading: 

I  occasionally  find  a  class  well  drilled  in  logical  analysis,  and  this  is 
the  preparation  for  reading  sentences.  Do  you  not  tliink  it  po.ssible  to 
make  reading  orderly,  scientific  and  more  useful  and  practical?  Huxley 
says,  "  Method  is  the  same  in  all  sciences  "  Observe  facts,  then  group, 
and  then  elaborate  tliera.  Deducing  conclusions  from  tliis  elaborating  of 
facts,  you  individualize  and  oliserve  the  points  of  similarity.  You  then 
test  your  observations.  This  is  verification.  This  method  is  not  impos- 
sible in  reading.  We  may  go  out  and  observe  the  best  talkers,  we  ob- 
serve the  same  facts  in  the  conversations  of  many,  and  then  say,  "All 
persons  speak  in  this  way  "  For  example,  how  do  people  speak  when 
must  liappy  in  expression?  On  matter  of  fact  ideas,  they  speak  just  loud 
enough,  and  just  fast  enough,  with  moderate  force,  stress,  time,  &c.  We 
thus  begin  to  classify.  Wh.at  changes  are  made  for  incre.-ised  enthusiasm? 
Their  ideas  are  expressed  faster,  louder  and  with  marked  stress.  You 
know  expressions  of  joy  or  sorrow,  when  you  cannot  hear  the  woi'ds. 
We  oliserve,  till  we  are  satisfied,  iiow  pe'ople  express  hapjiy  ideas.  Joy- 
ous ideas  are  spoken  with  gushing  emphasis,  increased  time,  a  longer 
slide,  and  purer  quality  of  voice.  We  observe  sadness  in  the  same  way. 
We  have  here  also  good  (raining  in  accurate  observation.  People  when 
sad.  use  the  semi-tone,  as  we  use  the  black  keys  of  an  instrument  for 
plaintive  pieces.  It  is  a  law  of  nature  in  speech  as  well  as  in  music,  that 
we  should  use  suppressed  force  and  peculiar  half  tones  to  indicate  sad- 
ness- Grand,  royal  words,  require  large  volume  and  open  tone.  Pleasant 
language  for  harsh  ideas  is  not  .always  sufficient.  They  require  far  dif- 
ferent tones,  abrupt  emphasis,  harsh  stress.  The  dog  will  mmd  when  you 
speak  decidedly.  He  will  generally  mind  the  tone  of  voice  rather  than 
the  words  spoken.  You  distinguish  irony  by  the  tone,  if  you  hear  it,  or 
by  the  sentiment,  if  you  read.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  individualize 
ideas,  but  this  is  the  secret  of  good  reading.  Note  the  points  of  resem- 
blance or  difference.  The  first  means  of  individualization  is  by  compari- 
son and  contrast;  all  thought  depends  on  these.  Everything  is  relative. 
You  must  have  lights  and  shadows  in  expression  .and  in  tliinking.  Our 
bad  reading  is  not  due  to  the  want  of  good  voices,  but  to  a  want  of  care- 
ful thought  and  accurate  preparation. 

At  tlie  afternoon  session  Professor  Bailey  resinned  his  lec- 
ture, and  read  with  the  pupils  of  the  Noru^al  School,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  speech  delivered  at  Cemetery  Hill,  bringing 
out  the  contrasts,  and  showing  that  a  phrase  containing  hut  a 
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single  ide;i  should  he  spoken  ;is  ;i  wiiole,  and  tested  his  direc- 
tions tor  emphasis  and  stress.  The  exercise  was  one  of  the 
l)est  features  of  this  de]  artment  of  instruction,  and  was  re- 
ceived l)y  the  audience  with  unqualified  satisfaction. 

At  the  close  of  Professor  Bailey's  lecture,  IMr.  Levi  W. 
Russell  read  a  jjaper  upon  the  question,  "How  can  our 
Schools  he  Improved  ?  "      He  said  : 

This  question  c:in  li;irdly  lie  eonsidCTPd  distinct  from  the  whole  work 
we  h:ive  discussed  here.  But  .is  I  iinderstaiul  tlie  point,  it  is  to  bring  to 
light  the  fiiults  of  our  schools  with  a  view  to  rectifying  them.  And  we 
shall  not  lack  .advisers,  for  every  Yankee  can  run  the  government  or 
teach  a  school.  The  reformer  says  :  "  All  is  out  of  joint."  Everything 
is  to  be  done  by  method  and  made  perfect. 

Then  there  are  tlie  specialists  of  divers  kinds.  The  professions  come 
lo  us;  the  pliysician.  attorney,  painter,  i-culptor,  trader,  the  master 
mechanic,  and  even  the  kitchen,  invades  the  school.  The  pressure  for 
moro  and  better  is  so  great  we  may  well  pause  and  ask  if  our  schools  are 
adapted  to  the  pupil.  So  many  things  require  study  just  when  the  pupil 
needs  time  and  opportunity  for  physical  development.  Music,  drawing, 
sketching,  &c.,  the  n.atural  sciences,  lo  say  nothing  of  history  and  decla- 
mation, are  urged  \ipon  us.  New  studies  improve  the  appearance  of  the 
.school,  but  the  question  arises,  vvill  they  not  kill  the  scholars,  especially 
the  girls?  It  is  not  difficult  to  urge  them  to  work  beyond  reeuper.-ition. 
The  bfiy  generally  manages  to  live  through  it,  and  takes  to  mental  growth 
aftcrw.ard.  The  tendency  is  to  keep  all  we  have  and  add  more.  It  will 
take  but  a  few  minutes  each  ilay,  and  is  so  important.  Is  not  our  present 
.system  injurious?  What  can  best  be  spared,  is  the  question.  Make 
music  recreation,  let  drawing  in  part  replace  writing.  With  the  haste 
of  fathi  rs  and  mothers  it  is  pltiin  we  cannot  lengthen  the  time.  We 
should  concentrde  attention  on  a  few  studies  and  be  thorough.  Faffls 
are  worth  more  than  theories.  My  own  experience  in  Spelling  teaches  that 
it  can  be  learned  thoroughly.  In  Geography,  we  should  teach  how  to  use 
maps  rather  than  make  use  of  them  ourselves.  In  Arithmetic  we  give 
to(;  much  work.  Our  school  work  requires  too  long  application  to  be 
•  healtht'ully  acco;n])lishod,  but  who  is  to  blame  fortius?  Ask  the  motliers 
and  fathers  who  will  urge  their  children  forward.  .Ask  tlie  school  visi- 
tors. We  are  all  to  blame  and  must  mend,  or  our  pupils  will  be  physical 
wrecks  The  time  is  at  hand.  In  Hartford  and  J?oston  the  movement 
of  reform  h.as  b.'guu.  Cliiklren  under  fifteen  years  old  should  do  most 
of  their  studying  in  school  during  school  hours.  You  may  say  these 
hours  are  not  all  devoted  to  study;  part  of  the  time  is  taken  in  recita- 
tions ;  but  recitations  should  require  as  much  mental  appliiation  as  study. 
There  are  manifest  and  important  advances,  as  in  grading  and  cl.assifica- 
tion,  but  there  are  objections  to  a  close  adherence  to  these.  The  com- 
•21 
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mittee  and  toacher  expect  the  same  from  ovevy  scholar.  '  Nothins;  is 
more  impossible,  unless  the  requirements  are  low.  Many  a  teaelier  will 
keep  hack  some  for  the  otiiers.  Would  it  not  be  better  tliat  even  tlie  dull 
scholars  sliould  make  prugress?  I  do  not  adrocate  a  superfici.al  course, 
but  tliat  tlie  pupil  learn  thoroughly  what  his  mental  ability  is  fitted  for. 

Mr.  Russell  advocaled  the  pi-oscnce  of  women  ou  School 
Boards,  and  more  male  teaehcr-s  in  schools  of  lower  grades, 
tliat  the  |)iipils  might  come  into  contact  with  the  masculine 
inind.  The  two  should  work  togetlicr  in  mental  training. 
To  improve  our  schools  onl}'  teachers  entirely  qualitied  for 
their  duties  >hould  be  employed.  Skilled  teachei's  should  be 
promoted  and  well  paid,  outranking  those  who  do  a  ininiuumi 
of  work  for  maximum  pay.  The  Germans  say  to  us,  "You 
build  palaces  tor  school  houses,  and  starve  3'()ur  teachers." 
It  is  not  nearly  so  bad  as  they  represent,  but  when  you  pay 
better  wages,  jou  will  get  better  teachers  and  have  better 
Schools. 

Mr.  Russell's  paper  was  discussed  by  ^Ir.  William  A. 
Mowry  : 

We  may  all  have  our  theories,  but  for  myself,  I  knoiv  less  about  it  than 
I  thought  I  did  ten  years  ago.  Let  ns  see  what  elements  constitute  a 
good  sciiool.  First,  a  jood  teacher;  second,  good  scholars;  third,  inter- 
ested parents;  fourth,  the  school  house  and  its  appliances;  fifth,  the 
methods  of  study. 

As  regards  good  scholars,  we  should  not  give  the  most  attention  to 
te.aching  the  best,  but  the  poorest.  AVe  cannot  choose  our  material. 
Proper  attention  should  be  given  to  ventilation,  heating,  light,  text-books, 
&c.  The  good  sense  of  the  people  will  look  alter  these  matters.  Of  the 
course  of  study  I  know  little.  The  basis  seems  to  be  the  same  as  our 
fathers  studied:  the  three  '•  K's,"  with  spelling,  geography  and  grammar. 
Of  methods,  teachers  have  had  pet  theories  which  they  h.ave  tried  to 
prove  a  success,  but  which  have  not  succeeded.  Is  it  reasonable  that  we 
sliould  spend  as  much  time  as  our  fatliers  upon  these  common  studies, 
and  have  notliiug  of  natural  history  and  the  botany  of  New  England?  I 
would  not  pull  down  the  oM  till  a  better  method  can  replace  it.  Would 
tliat  the  combined  wisdom  of  New  England  might  lay  out  a  course  of 
study  fur  our  schools.  There  is  no  profession  vvliere  more  mistakes  are 
m.'ide.  We  spoil  souls  in  learning  how  to  teach,  and  don't  learn  then 
The  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  dissatisfied  I  am,  but  I  do  not  see  how 
to  lay  down  a,  perfect  course  of  study.  A  scheme  will  not  be  devised  by 
mere  local  trials.     Teachers  sliould  not  take  what  is  said  from  the  plat- 
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fonu  ns  perfect.  It  ajipears  to  uie  th;it  ;i  great  mistake  is  luaili^  by  al- 
tenipting  to  e.\liaust  a  subject  the  first  time  going  over  it.  Would  it  not 
be  a  belter  plan  to  go  over  the  elements  of  a  subject,  as  aritbmctic.  or 
geograpli}-,  or  giamniar,  anil  tlien  review,  adding  more  difficult  exam- 
ples, and  by  the  third  time  over,  lake  all  the  intricate  parts,  thus  com- 
pleting the  subject.  Over  half  the  pupils  in  our  lower  grades  of  schools 
leave  before  arriving  at  the  Grammar  school.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
is  better  lo  take  the  elements  of  the  "  four  ground  rules,"  and  proceed 
with  simple  and  easy  examples  through  the  elements  of  fractions  and 
decimals,  United  States  money,  and  reduction  and  coujpuund  numbers, 
perhaps  even  to  percentage,  before  entering  the  Grammar  school.  Then 
go  back  and  review.  a<lding  more  difficult  problems  and  examples 
Every  elementary  study  should  be  learned  in  this  waj' — first,  a  cursni-y 
view,  then  a  more  thorough  review.  Get  first  the  leading  points,  then  go 
over  again  .and  get  tlie  details.  We  should  ever  keep  in  mind  the  prim;iry 
object  of  a  course  of  school  education.  It  is  not  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  that  is  secondary,  but  it  is  to  develop  and  discii)line  the 
powers  of  the  mind;  to  make  strong  men  and  women,  with  good  heads 
and  good  liearts. 

The  interest  awakened  by  the  exercises  of  the  preceding 
daj's  had  now  reached  a  point  of  rare  intensity.  As  the 
hour  for  the  evening  session  drew  near,  crowds  were  seen 
hurrying  to  the  Hail,  as  if  fearful  of  failing  to  obtain  a  seat; 
and  not  without  reason.  At  half  pa.-.t  seven  o'clock  every 
seat  on  the  floor  and  in  the  spacious  galleries  was  occupied. 
Then  the  aisles  liegan  to  till,  until  they  weie  densely  packed, 
while  the  vestii)ule  and  the  entrance  ways  even  to  the  street 
were  tilled  with  persons  striving  in  vain  to  gain  admission. 
This  standing  multitude  stood  patiently  and  quietly  for  more 
than  two  hours  listening  with  eager  ears  to  the  distinguished 
gentlemen  by  whom  the  assembly  was  addressed — the  silence 
being  i)roken  only  iiy  re|)cated  bursts  of  applause.  It  was  a 
proud  moment  for  the  membeis  of  the  Institute,  particularly 
for  those  present  who  were  among  its  founders,  and  who  had 
watched  with  parental  solicitude  its  progress  for  nearly  a 
generation  of  3'cars  ;  and  as  the  President  and  the  gentlemen 
seated  with  him  upon  the  platform  looked  down  upon  the 
"  sea  of  upturned  faces,"  they  evidently  felt  the  quickening 
power  of  the  scene.  The  President  addressed  the  assembly 
in  a  few  earnest  words  : 
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The  presence  of  so  great  numbers  was  an  assurance  of  tlieir  earnest 
sympathy  in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  By  it,  teachers  are  cheered 
and  stimulateil  to  gi'eator  exertion.  The  proper  training  and  culture  of 
the  young  are  worthy  of  tlie  deepest  interest  and  fostering  care  of  all. 
The  waywardness  of  youth,  the  alluring  attractions  of  social  life,  and 
the  seductive  intluencc  of  worthless  hooks,  are  obstacles  wliich  cannot 
be  overci  me  liy  the  teacher  alone; — the  task  is  too  dillicult.  tlie  labor  too 
great.  Tlie  cordial  support  and  cooperation  of  parents  and  giuirdiar.s 
are  indispensable.  Even  the  improved  condition  of  our  schools  is  but 
the  golden  fj'uitago  of  an  elevated  public  opinion.  Tliis  opinion  has  ex- 
pressed itself  in  the  increasingly  liberal  appropiiations  for  education 
made,  that  without  money  and  without  price  tlie  best  possible  advant.ages 
may  be  given  to  every  child  in  this  Slate,  thus  opening  wide  the  portals 
to  the  temple  of  knowledge.  For  the  year  ending  June,  1836,  the  entire 
amount  expended  in  this  .'^tate  for  the  support  of  public  schools  was  only 
seven  lliousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents. 
For  1873  it  was  six  hundred  and  two  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  ami  twenty-eight  cents — more  than  eighty  limes  as  much  as  it  was 
thirty-seven  years  ago. 

Yet  the  work  is  scarcely  commenced.  Rhode  Island,  ifshc  would  be 
true  to  her  history,  thoughtful  of  her  highest  welfare,  and  become,  as  Dr. 
Wayland  once  expressed  it,  the  "  Attica  of  America,"  must  pour  out  her 
treasure  like  water,  that  her  educational  advantages  make  keep  pace 
with  her  increasing  wealth  and  genei-al  prosperity. 

The  other  speaker.-i  of  the  evening  were  Liciiteu:iiit-Gov- 
cruor  C.  C.  Vuii  Ziiiidt,  Hon.  TIkjiikis  A.  Doyle,  Rev.  E.  G. 
Robinson,  D.  D.,  President  of  Brown  University,  Hon.  John 
Eatou,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Chirk,  and  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Bickncll. 

Lieiitenant-Govcfnor  Van  Zandt  g;ive  a  vivid  and  amusing 
description  of  piii)lic  schools  as  they  existed  in  former  years. 

Maytir  Doyle  .^poke  of  several  changes  he  thought  would 
eventuall}'  he  made  in  the  present  school  system.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  assignment  of  fewer  pupils  to  a  teacher,  :ind 
of  giving  to  the  woman  who  teaches  the  same  studies  as  the 
man  smd  does  the  work  as  well,  the  same  compensation.  He 
thought  that  there  should  be  more  school  houses  and  smaller 
ones. 

President  Robin.'^on  compared  the  present  method  of  teach- 
ing in  our  schools  and  colleges  with  that  jjursued  four  or  five 
hundred  years  ago.     He  did  not  think  well  of  crowding  more 
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stiitlics  into  the  sclidol  or  the  University  tliau  could  l)c  tlioi- 
ouffhlv  mastered  witliiii  a  yiveii  time.  He  expi'essed  himselt 
as  in  s3-nipatiiy  with  a  hroad  cidture,  and  lioped  that  ere  long 
there  migiit  he  estal)lislied  a  more  vita!  union  between  Brown 
University  and  the  common  school  system  of  the  State. 

Hon.  John  Eaton  spoke  of  the  increase  of  illiteracy,  ex- 
tendi).g  against  an  inci-ease  of  wealth  and  prosjDcrity  in  our 
own  and  in  tbreign  lands.  He  was  gratitied  with  the  elTorts 
making  in  Khode  Island  to  counteract  this  evil,  and  believed 
that  gatherings  like  these  of  the  Institute,  and  this  sympathy 
of  feeling  in  educational  matters,  would  help  the  work 
throughout  the  country. 

Bishop  Chirk,  after  referring  to  his  early  experience  as  a 
school  teaolier,  calleil  attention  to  the  broad  distinction  be- 
tween instruction  and  education.  Teachers  often  failed  to 
notice  this  in  their  work.  He  favored  smaller  schools  and  a 
larger  number  of  teachers,  and  advocated  the  milder  mode  of 
school  discipline. 

Hon.  Thomas  \V.  Bicknell  gave  a  comprehensive  statement 
of  what  was  doing  for  public  instruction  in  Rhode  Island. 
The  number  of  weeks  of  schooling  has  been  increased.  The 
compensation  of  teachers  is  better  than  formerly.  Perma- 
nency and  stability  were  i)ecoming  elements  in  school  work. 
The  University  and  the  Normal  School  were  doing  a  great 
work  for  the  State.  The  wealth  of  lihode  Island,  in  propor- 
tion to  population,  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  New 
England  State.  To  make  the  schools  better  a  better  super- 
vision throughout  the  State  is  needed.  Other  wants  are 
woman's  intluencc  on  School  Boards,  a  compulsory  school 
law,  an  industrial  school,  a  good  truant  law%  a  child-opera- 
tive law,  and  a  strong  public  sentiment  to  sustain  it. 

These  addiesses  flcrc  interspersed  with  admiraljle  niiisic 
^by  the  young  ladies  of  the  Providence  High  School,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  B.  W.  Hood,  Mr.  Frank  F.  Tingley 
presiding  at  the  organ.  Professor  Bailey  also  read  selec- 
tions from  Mark  Twain's  "Roughing  It,"  from  Mrs.  H.  B. 
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Stowe's  "OliUown  Stories,"  and  from  Major  Little's  "An- 
thony and  Cleopatra."  The  yonng  ladies  of  the  High  School 
closed  the  exercises  with  the  pleasant  song,  "  Home,  Sweet 
Home,"  and  thus  ended  a  day  of  great  intellectual  enjoy- 
ment. 

At  the  closing  meeting  on  Saturday  forenoon,  the  Treas- 
urer's report  was  received  and  accepted.  Mr.  Greenough, 
in  a  few  appreciative  words,  announced  the  death  of  Prof. 
Osceola  H.  Kile,  Principal  of  the  High  School  in  Westerly, 
and  oflered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  hy  a  silent  vote,  the  members  of  the  Institute  rising  : 

Resolved,  Tli:it  in  tlit-  deatli  of  Professor  O.  H.  Kile,  of  Westerly,  we 
have  lost  an  :ible,  enthusiastic  and  devoted  teacher,  who  was  equally  re- 
markable for  his  success  in  the  school-room  and  in  the  popular  assembly.* 

Mr.  Samuel  Austin  read  a  short  paper,  replete  with  weight}- 
thoughts,  upon  "The  Im|)ortance  ;ind  Demands  of  P^lemen- 
tary  Education."  After  alluding  to  the  great  nnnihcr  of  peo- 
ple wh(j  are  not  reached  by  popular  education,  he  said  : 

Universal  education  is  our  boast,  and  might  be  our  pride,  if  only  we 
really  provided  it-  It  matters  not  wliether  it  be  pride  or  some  other 
cause  that  closes  our  doors.  Of  those  who  do  attend,  two-thiids  com- 
plete their  education  in  the  primary  schools.  Tiie  aver.iffe  attendance  of 
our  schools  is  very  low.  The  uneducated  form  a  large  pari  of  our  popu- 
lation. A  tide  of  foreign  ignorance  is  constantly  increasing  the  number. 
This  fact  should  awakcai  deepest  solicitude.  Tlie  urgent  demand  is  uni- 
versal, thorough  education.     For  this  we  should  aim.     President  Kobin- 

*Mr.  Kile  was  Tjorii  iu  Lewis,  Essex  County,  New  Torii,  January  10th,  1839,  and 
died  at  Westci'Iy,  R.  I.,  of  i)neuraonia,  January  lOtli,  1873.  He  was  educated  at  the 
University  of  VeiTQont,  and  graduated  in  August,  1863.  His  earlier  choice  of  a  pro- 
fession was  the  law,  hut  subsequently  determined  to  make  teaching  his  Ufe- 
business.  His  first  effort  was  at  Vergennes,  Vt.,  where  he  built  \i\^  a  model 
school,  and  as  an  educator  obtainetl  an  extensive  influence  in  the  State.  He  re- 
moved to  AVesterly  iu  1870,  and  became  the  Principal  of  the  High  School  in  that 
place.  He  attended  the  session  of  the  Higher  Department  of  Instruction  at  the 
opening  of  tlie  annual  meeting  of  the  Institute,  January  9th,  1873,  but  suffering 
li'om  indisposition,  was  compelled  to  return  home  the  same  day,  and  survived 
oiily  one  weeli.  He  was  higldy  esteemed  for  christian  qualities  by  all  wlio  knew 
liim,  and  Us  sudden  death  was  widely  mourned. 
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son  well  says  that  "  c;in<liilates  for  the  University  ai'O  distinguished  for 
the  tlioroughness  of  tlieir  elementary  education."  The  elementary  edu- 
cation generally  nionlds  tlie  life.  But  even  the  ability  to  read  hasagre.it 
intinenee  upon  after  life.  Our  Reform  School  illustrates  this  fact-  The 
higher  education  will  follow  the  elementary.  Even  from  our  evening 
schools  come  aspirants  for  college  training.  Tlie  evening  schools  are 
doing  a  great  work  ;  they  make  good  overseers  instead  of  poor  laborers. 
Who  can  fathom  our  responsibiHty  in  view  of  the  vast  intellectual  power 
of  the  masses-  The  duty  of  providing  foi  our  native  children  is  not  the 
most  important.  Does  not  the  Christian  system  require  the  elevation  of 
the  iiinorant.!"  I.,et  ns  strive  to  comprehend  something  of  the  length, 
height,  depth  and  breadth  of  the  subject.  Shall  we  not  compel  the  in- 
tellectually lame,  hall  and  blind  to  come  into  our  public  schoolsrl  Our 
material  prosperity  depends  upon  the  prospei'ity  of  society.  The  rich 
mines  of  education  sliould  bo  within  re.ach  of  all  classes.  Let  us  nj^ulti- 
ply  6ur  atlr.-ictive  evening  resorts,  and  thus  cultivate  the  youth  even 
while  they  continue  their  daily  toil. 

^Ir.  Cady  oU'crcd  a  res()liiti(;ii,  .approving  of  a  proposition 
to  aid  the  i-oiiiiiioii  schools  throughout  the  country  l>y  the  dis- 
tribution iVotii  the  United  States  treasury  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  The  resoltition  was  stipported  by  Com- 
missioner Eiitoii,  ;ind  adopted.  The  eomniitlee  on  the 
Rhoilf-  island  Schoohnasttr  reported  its  management  to  be 
eminently  satisfactory.  The  list  of  contribtiting  editors 
nomintited,  was  elected.  Messrs.  Bicknell,  ^lowry  and  Hoyt 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  (-ither  States  in 
reference  to  a  New  England  school  jom-n.'il,  and  should  any 
plan  be  presented  for  establi.->hing  such  a  joiniial  that  tlie 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  action.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  collect  membership  fees  for  the 
Institute  and  take  stibscriptions  for  the  ScJioolmaster .  The 
officers  of  the  Institute  for  the  year  ensuing  were  elected. 
President  Lyon  declining  a  re-election,  Mr.  Istiac  F.  Cady 
was  unanimousi}'  chosen  to  succeed  him.  The  custouaary 
votes  of  thanks  were  passed.  The  piinting  of  the  History 
of  the  Instittil(t  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Dircct(jrs.  The 
final  hour  of  the  session' wtis  devoted  to  the  rel.ation  of  edu- 
cational remii.isccnces,  by  several  of  the  early  niembcrs. 

President  Lyon   spoke  of  his  earlier   connection    with  the 
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Institute,  and  of  those  who  were  his  co-laborers  then.  He 
alluded  to  the  roniark  of  Dr.  AVayland  that  "Rhode  Island 
ought  to  lie  the  Attica  of  America."  He  expressed  his  pleasure 
at  being  here  under  such  encouraging  circumstances.  We 
come  back  to  the  old  homestead.  The  Institute  has  changed 
the  character  of  the  teaching  in  the  State.  Its  great  influ- 
ence is  shown  by  such  a  meeting  as  last  evening.  He  spoke 
of  the  effect  of  silent  forces,  beautifully  illustrating  it  by  a 
certain  remarkal)le  ocean  current.  He  closed  his  remarks 
with  flattering  allusions  to  his  old  friend  and  adviser,  whom 
he  introduced. 

Hon.  John  Kingsl)i'ry  then  said  : 

1  wish  to  welcome  the  old  friends,  and  extend  a  cordial  greeting  to  the 
younger  and  new  ones,  I  believe  in  teaching  from  the  call  of  the  "vox 
interna."  My  early  experiences  of  injustice  in  school  awaliened  in  me  a 
desire  to  teach.  Discipline  should  be  administered  upon  the  strong  and 
those  of  high  position,  as  well  as  to  others.  Indeed,  this  is  the  most 
ettective  place  to  begin.  He  continued  his  remarks,  giving  some  of  liis 
experience  in  regard  to  memorizing  text-books  He  believed  that  an.a- 
lytie  study  weakened  the  word  memory,  making  it  difficult  to  commit 
verbatim. 

President  Lyon,  alluding  to  Mr.  Kingsbury  as  the  first 
President  of  the  Institute,  now  introduced  the  second.  Prof. 
S.  S.  Greene,  who  said  : 

I  have  tried  in  vain  to  excuse  myself  from  speaking.  I  recall,  with 
great  interest,  my  early  connection  with  this  work.  I  believe  tlie  Insti- 
tute has  been  especially  successful  in  disseminating  raetliods  ot  teacliing 
tln'oughout  the  Stnte.  I  believe  tliere  lias  been  great  progress  in  methods 
within  the  last  twenty  yetirs.  I  do  not  claim  tliat  we  liave  all  the  best 
methods,  oi-  lliat  we  have  settled  methixls,  Ijut  there  has  been  improve- 
ment. We  have  been  experimenting  sometimes  with  adv.-intage,  some- 
with  disadv.antage  'J'his  has  been  necessary;  but  if  we  have  prolited 
by  experience,  it  has  not  been  all  loss.  Geography  is  not  now  taught  ex- 
clusively by  text-books,  but  by  maps  ami  drawings.  The  modes  of  teach- 
ing arithmetic  and  spelling  are  in  advance  of  those  of  twenty  ye.ars  ago. 
As  regards  committing  to  memory,  the  truth  is.  all  lessons  should  be 
committed  to  memory,  and  should  be  understood-  The  power  of  lan- 
guage and  expression  should  be  cidtivated.  l.,anguage  is  the  gr.ind,  in- 
strument by  which  we  impress  ourselves  upon  those  around  us.  The 
motto  OI  the  teacher  should  be  "Thoiiglit  and  expression,  both"     There 
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is  yet  mnch  to  be  learned  of  teaching  language.    Tlioiiglit  is  the  matter, 
language  the  means  of  using  it. 

Hon.  Amos  Perry  was  introduced  as  a  prominent  mover  iu 
establisliing  the  Institute.  He  related  some  interesting  rem- 
iniscences of  the  organizing  in  1844,  alluding  to  the  interest 
and  success  of  Mr.  Barnard  in  the  work  of  education  in 
Rhode  Island  at  that  time,  when  Hoi'ace Mann  said,  "To  dis- 
perse a  mob,  announce  an  educational  meeting."  There  was 
then  great  opposition  to  supporting  public  schools.  Our 
success  has  been  more  than  the  warmest  friends  could  have 
anticipated.  Our  re-union  must  be  in  pai-t,  of  spirit,  as  some 
are  no  moie  pi'esent  in  the  body.  We  treasure  the  memory 
of  many.  He  spoke  further  of  the  changes  in  use  of  text- 
books which  formerly  were  subject  to  the  mianimous  approval 
of  the  Grammar  school  teachei's  and  thus  made  changes  in- 
frequent. 

The  historian  of  the  Institute  was  now  called  upon  : 

He  was  reminiled  of  the  Jewish  feasts  when  the  tribes  came  up  to 
Jerusalem,  to  rejoice  over  the  ingathered  harvest.  So  the  teachers  of 
our  State,  the  faitliful  laborers  in  tlie  wide  domain  of  instruction,  ai-e 
here  to-day  to  enjoy  th<!  recitals  of  educational  progress,  .and  in  the  pros- 
perity with  whicli  the  past  has  been  crowned,  to  find  incitements  for  the 
earnest  work  of  the  future.  He  alluded  to  the  comprehensiveness  and 
interest  of  sutijecls  on  the  programme  and  to  the  independence  of  thought 
manifested  in  the  papers  and  discussions.  lie  approved  of  the  increase  of 
male  teachers,  but  would  not  have  fewerfemale  teachers.  AVe  should  have 
more  teachers  and  smaller  schools.  He  would  have  not  more  than  thirty 
scholars  under  a  single  teacher.  This  would  enable  teachers  to  give  a 
person.al  attention  to  each  pupil,  which,  with  a  school  of  lifty,  sixty  or 
more  is  impossible.  It  would  also  insure  thoroughness  in  the  work  of 
the  school  room,  and  though  such  a  system  might  enhance  the  expense 
of  ra.aintaining  schools,  the  compensation  wnukl  be  found  in  the  more 
rapid  progress  of  the  scholars.  Doubtless  one-quarter,  if  not  one-third, 
of  the  time  now  required  for  ,a  full  course  of  study  could  thus  be  saved. 
He  referred  to  the  eflect  of  education  as  shown  in  the  spirit  of  national 
arlMlration.  He  Ihought  education  should  re.ach  the  heart  as  well  as  the 
intellect. 

It  was  a  striking  coincidence  that  this  annual  session  of  the 
Institute,  distinguished  for  numbers,  enthusiasm,  and  an  af- 
22 
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fluence  of  practioal  ideas,  should  have  rounded  u|)  its  one 
hundredtli  meeting,  and  there  was  pertinancy  in  devoting  its 
last  moments  to  an  intcix-hango  of  pleasant  memories. 

Normal    School, 

It  will  be  seen  b}'  the  preceding  pages  that  a  Nornuil 
School,  as  a  perfecting  feature  of  onr  public  school  system, 
appears  not  for  a  moment  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  i)y  the 
friends  of  education.  In  and  out  of  the  Institute  the  need 
of  a  school  for  tiie  training  of  teachers,  or  in  famibar  phrase, 
"to  teach  teacheis  how  to  teach,"  was  freely  discussed,  and 
earnest  1}'  recommended. 

In  1850,  a  Didactic  Department  was  established  in  Brown 
University,  designed  to  do  the  work  of  a  Normal  Sciiool, 
and  in  1851,  Samuel  S.  Greene,  Escp,  then  recently  elected 
Superintendent  of  Pubbc  Schools  in  Providence,  was  per- 
mitted by  vote  of  llie  School  Committee,  to  accept  tiie  Pro- 
fessorship of  the  same  in  comiection  with  his  duties  due  to 
the  city.  But  however  gratifying  were  the  fruita  of  this 
arrangement,  it  soon  became  clear  that  to  secure  the  best  re- 
sults of  a  Normal  Institution, — to  make  its  work  reach  fur- 
ther and  accomplish  more  than  the  Didactic  Department  of 
the  University  was  able  to  do,  it  must  be  popularized,  and  to 
popularize  it,  the  Institution  must  stand  in  close  relations 
with  the  schools  for  which  its  laljors  were   to   be   perfoitned. 

With  this  conviction,  a  Normal  School  was  opened  in  Provi- 
dence, October  24,  1852,  as  a  private  enterprise  by  Messrs. 
Greene,  Russell,  Coiburn  and  Guyot ;  and  Mr.  Greene 
having  resigned  the  Professorship  of  Didactics  in  the  Uni- 
versity, he  was  permitted  by  the  School  Committee  to  devote 
a  portion  of  his  time  to  this  school.  During  two  sessions  of 
five  months  each  it  was  attended  by  a  large  class  of  pupils 
wishing  to  prepare  themselves  for  teachers,  and  did  much  to 
extend  an  interest  in  Normal  instruction.  But  to  give  it  the 
assurance  of  permanency.  Municipal  or  State  sanction  and 
control  were  necessary. 
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At  this  juncture  the  Scliool  Coiiimittce  of  Providence  took 
up  the  suhjcet,  looking  to  the  estalilishing  of  such  a  school 
for  its  own  teachers,  and  at  a  special  meeting,  Deceml)er  20, 
1853,  a  committee  consisting  of  Theodore  Cook,  Edwin  M. 
Stone,  William  Gammcll,  Amos  D.  Smith,  and  Gamaliel  L. 
Dwight,  was  appointed  to  consider  the  plan,  and  r('i)oi't  at  a 
subsequent  meeting.  This  they  did  January  13,  1854,  and 
presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  riiat  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  llie  time  lias  arrived 
when  a  Normal  School  for  the  education  of  teachers  should  be  added  to 
our  sysleiu  of  public  in'^ti'uction,  iind  th:it  it  be  lecommended  to  the  ^ity 
Council  to  establish  such  a  school,  either  separately,  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  the  city,  or  in  connection  with  the  government  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the  city  and  the  Stale,  as  in  their  wis- 
dom they  may  deem  best. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  a  code  of  rules  and 
regulations  was  drawn  up  and  adojJLed,  and  the  Ci)mmittee 
of  Qualilications  w;is  autlioiized  lo  open  the  school  at  such 
time  as  it  should  deem  expedient.  The  City  Council  made 
the  required  appropriation,  and  every  tiling  seemed  in  readi- 
ness for  continuing  the  school  on  a  new  basis.  Tliis  move- 
ment of  the  city  may  have  hastened  the  action  of  the  State, 
for,  at  the  May  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  an  act  was 
passed,  estaidishing  a  State  Normal  School,  and  ?3,000  were 
apiH'opriated  for  its  support.  Although  the  city  left  the  field 
to  be  occupied  exclusively  b}-  the  State,  the  School  Commit- 
tee showed  its  cordial  approval  of  what  had  been  done,  by 
authorising  Professor  Greene  to  give  a  daily  lecture  to  the 
school  on  tile  English  language,  and  on  the  government  and 
organization  of  the  ditfcrent  grades  of  schools,  for  which 
service  he  was  allowed  to  receive  such  compensation  as  might 
be  agreed  upon  between  himself  and  the  State  authorities. 

On  the  2i)th  of  May,  the  school  was  inaugurated  with  ap- 
pro^iriate  ceremonies,  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Iloppin 
and  a  large  assemblage  of  the  friends  of  the  Institution. 
An   earnest  c(jngratnIatory  address   was   made   by  the   Gov- 
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ernor.  The  inaugural  address  was  delivered  by  Commissioner 
Potter.  Ill  this,  lie  treated  of  the  province  of  :i  Normal 
School,  what  might  and  what  might  not  be  rightly  expected 
of  it.  He  spoke  of  the  difficuities  it  would  have  to  contend 
with,  and  touched  upon  manners  as  an  essential  feature  of 
the  school  room,  and  of  moral  instruction  as  a  vital  element 
iu  the  system  of  education. 

Thus,  after  nine  years  of  anxious  waiting  on  the  part  of 
the  Institute  for  the  germination  of  the  seed  thoughf  sown  l)y 
Mr.  Barnard,  the  Normal  School  came  into  being,  to  till  an 
unoccupie<.l  place,  and  to  elevate  th(^  standard  of  teaihing 
qualifications.  Of  this  school  ]Mr.  Dana  P.  Colbum  was 
appointed  Principal,  and  ilr.  Arthur  Sumner,  Assistant,  the 
former  at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,200,  and  the  latter  at  $750. 

The  school  was  continued  in  Providence  with  flattering 
success  until  1857,  when  it  was  removed  to  Bristol.  Alter 
the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Colburn,*  Mr.  Joshua  Kendall, 
of  i\Ieadville,   Pa.,  was   appointed   Principal.     Mr.  Kendall 

*Dana  Pond  Colbum  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  fifteen  chihlren,  was  a  son  of 
Isaacus  Colburn,  and  was  born  in  West  Deilham,  Mass..  September  2Btli,  1823. 
After  suitable  preparation  he  entereil  the  Normal  School,  at  Britlgewater,  Mass., 
in  the  spring  of  1843,  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  himself  to  become  a  teacher. 
Having  completed  his  course  of  study  in  that  institution,  he  commenced  school 
teaching  in  the  town  of  Dover,  and  afterwards  taught  in  Sharon,  then  in  East 
Greenwich,  E.  I.,  and  subsequently  in  Brookllne,  Mass.  In  1S47  he  was  employed 
by  Horace  Mann,  Seeretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education,  to  conduct 
Teachers'  Institutes.  In  the  following  year.  Rev.  Dr.  Sears,  Mr.  Mann's  successor, 
re-engaged  him  as  one  of  the  corps  of  Institute  instructors.  In  1848  he  became  an 
assistant  teacher  in  the  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater,  and  in  IS-oO,  removed  to 
Newton,  to  engage  in  private  tuition,  and  to  assist  Dr.  Sears  in  conducting  Insti- 
tutes. In  1852,  as  already  mentioned,  he  commenced  Normal  Instruction  in  Provi- 
dence, and  remained  at  the  head  of  the  State  Institution  until  December  1.3th,  1S59, 
on  which  day  he  was  suddenly  killed  in  Bristol.  He  was  thrown  from  his  carriage 
while  taking  his  customary  afternoon  ride,  dragged  a  considerable  distance  over 
the  frozen  ground,  and  was  taken  up  fearfully  mangled  and  lifeless.  His  remains 
were  removed  for  burial  to  his  native  town.  He  was  the  author  of  several  arith- 
metics, which  obtained  a  good  reputation  among  teachers.  Mr.  Colburn  was,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  47th  year  of  his  age.  "  Tluis  early  jjorished  one 
whose  qualities  of  mind  and  lieart  made  him  admired  and  loved  by  all  who  linew 
him." 


KIIODE    ISLAND    INSTITUTE    OF    INSTRUCTION.  173 

Itrou^ht  to  his  new  and  soniewhiit  difficult  position  a  thor- 
ougiily  tniined  miiul,  scholarly  uttaiiiinents,  a  hi<j;h  ideal  of 
iiiteliet'tiial  and  moral  culture,  and  an  ardent  devotion  to  his 
work.  His  services  wei'e  justly  appreciated  hy  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  who  gave  him  their  hearty  co  operation.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  successful  discharge  of  his  duties  until  April, 
18(54,  when  he  resigned  and  removed  to  Cambridge,  Mass.* 
The  school  was  continued  njjwards  of  a  year  after  Mr. 
Keiulall's  resignation,  under  the  charge  of  a  female  Prin- 
cipal, liut  the  location  having  proved  unf ivoi-able  to  its 
continued  prosperity,  it  was  suspended  July  3,  18(35.  For  a 
numi)er  of  years  various  plans  for  resuscitating  it  were  'de- 
vi.~ed,  hut  without  effect.  But  after  a  suspension  of  more 
than  six  ^ear.s,  a  more  favorable  condition  of  the  public  mind 
prevailed.  The  school  was  re-established  by  the  General 
Assembly,  at  the  January  session,  1871,  and  was  opened 
September  (jth,  the  same  year,  in  Normal  Hall,  formerly  the 
High  Street  Congregational  Church,  in  the  city  of  Providence, 
with  impressive  services.  G'jvernor  Padelford  delivered  the 
inaugural  address,  in  the  presence  of  an  audience  that  filled 
the  Hall  to  its  full  capacity.  Of  the  school  thus  revived, 
-J.  C.  Grcenough,  A.  B.,  an  instructor  of  experience  from 
the  Normal  School  at  Westfield,  i\Iass.,  was  appointed  Prin- 
cipal. The  scliool  opened  with  a  lai-ge  accession  of  pupils, 
and  has  since  continued  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition. f 

*  The  female  assistants  in  the  school  from  ISCO  to  1865  were  Misses  Harriet  Goorl- 
win,  Ellen  R.  Luther,  anfl  Ellen  G.  LeGro.  In  1861.  Mr.  Loomis  w'as  emploj'ecl  to 
give  instruction  in  vocal  music. 

"tMr.  Greenough's  assistants  ai'e,  (November,  1874.)  Misses  Susan  C.  Bancroft, 
"Mary  L.  Jewett.  Sarah  Marble,  and  Anna  C.  BucMin.  The  school  year  of  this  In- 
stitution is  dlvidecl  Into  two  terms  of  twenty-one  weeks  each,  including  a  recess 
of  one  week  in  the  Spring  and  Summer  term,  and  the  same  in  the  Fall  and  Winter 
term.  In  the  latter  an  additional  recess  of  three  days  during  Thanksgiving  week 
is  taken.  The  course  of  lectures  and  special  instruction  comprises  Moral  Science, 
Language,  Mediaeval  and  English  History,  Physiology,  Mathematics,  Rhetoric, 
School  Laws  of  Rhode  Island.  French,  Elocution.  Drawing.  Penmanship  and  Ger- 
man. 

From  the  opening  in  September,  1871,  to  September,  1874,  328  pupils  have  been 
registereil  and  104  have  graduated. 
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Evening  Schools. 


The  first  evening  free  school  in  Khode  Island  was  opened 
in  Providence  in  1842,  under  the  auspices  of  the  ]\linistry-at- 
Large,  to  meet  a  class  of  wants  then  existing,  which  were 
not  supplied  hy  the  day  schools.  For  thirteen  years  it  was 
continued  with  gratifying  success.  In  the  meantime  public 
attention  had  been  attracted  to  this  class  of  schools,  a  sympa- 
thy for  them  was  created,  and  in  1849  two  were  opened  by  the 
School  Committee  of  Providence.  In  subsc(juent  years  they 
have  increased  as  the  needs  of  the  comnuinity  demanded. 
They  are  ojjen  to  adults  and  are  numerously  attended  by 
young  persons  older  than  the  average  age  of  pupils  in  the 
Grammar  Schools.  The  numljer  of  pup. Is  enrolled  for  the 
winter  session  of  1873-74,  was  2,566,  and  the  improvement 
in  the  several  branches  taught  showed  a  commendable  stu- 
diousness.  Evening  schools  have  been,  for  many  years,  em- 
braced in  the  school  system  of  Providence,  and  arc  regarded 
with  universal  favor. 

Mv.  Barnard,  in  his  report  to  the  Genera]  Assembly  in 
1845,  recommended  opening  evening  schools  "for  appren- 
tices, clerks,  and  other  young  persons,"  who  had  been  hurried 
into  active  employment  without  a  suitable  elementary  educa- 
tion, and  he  thought  it  was  not  beyond  the  legitimate  scope 
of  a  system  of  public  instruction  to  provide  in  this  way  for 
the  education  of  adults,  who,  from  any  cause,  had  been  de- 
prived of  the  advantages  of  school  instruction.  The  Insti- 
tute, too,  has  at  diticrent  times,  as  already  seen,  recognized 
the  value  of  evening  schools  by  emphatic  votes  of  commen- 
dation. 

In  1868,  in  view  of  the  increase  in  the  State  by  immigra- 
tiou  of  an  uneducated  population,  a  number  of  gentlemen, 
manufacturers  and  others,  organized  an  association  known  as 
"  The  Rhode  Lsland  Educational  Union,''''  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing,  wherever  possible,  evening  schocjls,  reading 
rooms,  and  other  means  of  intellectual  improvement  for  the 
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classes  before  rcfiTi-ed  to.  Mr.  Saimicl  Austin,  of  Provi- 
(leiu'o,  an  oxperieiu'cHl  ctliifator,  witli  many  years' experience 
ill  eondiietiiii;;  silioois  of  tins'  de^eiiptioii,  was  apixiinfed 
General  Agent  of  the  Union.  In  tliis  ea|)acity  lie  visited  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State  to  awaken  an  interest  in  tlieir  liehalf. 
His  laiiors  have  proved  very  successful.  In  the  winter  of 
1873-74,  upwards  of  sixty  evening  schools  were  in  operation, 
affording  educational  advantages  which  were  availed  of  by 
more  than  six  tlioiisand  persons. 

At  a  convention  of  the  school  officers  of  the  State,  called 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Pulilic  Schools,  and  held  in  Provi- 
dence, January  13,  1871,  evening  schools  were  among  the 
important  topics  presented  for  consideration.  Since  then  the 
Board  of  Education  has  sanctioned  them,  and  secured  from 
the  General  Assembly  liberal  grants  for  their  encouragement. 
In  his  annual  report  for  1871,  the  State  Commissioner  made 
evening  sciiools  a  prominent  feature,  and  in  1873  he  reports 
that  they  continue  to  furnish  to  a  large  number  of  persons 
"  advantages  for  study,  of  which  they  were  deprived  in  earlier 
years,  and  the  value  of  which  they  have  learned  practically 
by  experiencing  their  loss."  Evening  schools  are  not  intended 
to  rival,  supplant,  or  in  any  way  weaken  the  efficiency  of 
the  day  schools,  but  to  supplement  them  by  providing  the 
means  of  education  for  the  classes  already  named,  who  are 
beyond  tiic  reach  of  other  methods. 

Wisely  conducted,  schools  of  this  character,  in  a  manufac- 
turing State  like  Rhode  Island,  will  prove  "a  bencticent 
agency  for  securing  the  end  desired,"  viz.  :  the  diffusion  of 
intelligence,  and  the  development  of  a  higher  moral  and  social 
condition  among  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

Conclusion. 

In  the  preceding  pages  the  names  of  many  of  the  founders 
of  the  KiioDE  Island  Institute  cf  I.vstkuction  have  ap- 
peared, and  their  persistent  labors  amidst  numerous  discour- 
agements to  advance  the  cause  of  education  throughout  the 
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State  have  foinid  an  hi)ii()ial)le  record.  Yet  while  all  wioiight 
well  and  deserve  the  meed  of  praise,  it  will  not  he  invidious 
to  repeat  the  names  of  some  of  the  niimhei-,  to  whom,  more 
than  to  all  others,  the  Institute  was  indehted  for  its  early 
prosperity.  On  this  high  record  will  ever  stand  conspicuous 
the  names  of  Francis  Wayland,*  John    King-.-bury,  John    L. 

*  From  the  very  beginning,  the  Institute  and  tlie  cause  of  popular  odueation 
louud  an  earnest,  steadfast  and  strong  supporter  in  President  Wayland.  lie  cor- 
rectly appreciated  the  importance  of  so  fostering  and  improving  the  common 
schools  of  the  State,  that  a  parent,  to  use  his  own  words,  '•  need  look  nowhere 
else  for  as  good  instruction  as  his  family  may  require."  and  that  guaged  by  this 
standard,  "  public  instruction  should  be  provided  In  sufflcient  extent  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  community."— (Report  to  Providence  School  Committee,  Aprd  22, 
1828.) 

He  advocated  a  lligh  School  as  a  part  of  our  system  of  public  instruction,—"  a 
school  which  should  provide  instruction  in  all  that  is  necessary  for  a  finished 
education." 

In  the  realm  <•{  mind,  Dr.  Wayland  repudiated  the  factitious  distinctions  of 
caste.  For  the  Fergusons,  Paxtons,  Millers,  Franklins,  Fultons,  Elttenhouses, 
Whitneys,  Bowditnhes,  Chases,  Wilsons,  and  Greeleys,  of  however  humble  origin, 
he  would  have  provided  the  most  favorable  opportunities  for  the  full  develop- 
ment of  their  intellectual  powers;  and  he  believed  that  bringing  all  classes  into 
our  public  schools,  to  pui'sue  together  the  studies  that  were  to  quality  them  for 
literary  or  business  life,  was  not  only  a  consistent  illustration  of  the  spirit  of  our 
free  institutions,  but  a  pledge  of  their  perpetuity. 

Acting  under  this  conviction,  his  time  and  labor  were  freely  given  to  secure 
these  higli  results.  Every  call  for  words  of  counsel  or  of  encouragement  was 
promiDtly  and  cheerfully  answered,  and  his  services  in  aid  of  the  President  ot 
the  Institute,  whUe  conducting  educational  meetings  in  various  towns  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  In  other  ways,  were  invaluable.  The  key  note  of  his  thought  at 
this  period  found  expression  in  thcsfe  words:  " Cultivate  enlarged  and  liberal 
views  of  your  duties  to  the  young,  who  are  coming  after  you,  and  of  the  means 
that  are  given  you  to  discharge  them.  .  .  .  Your  example  would  excite  others 
to  follow  in  your  footsteps.  Who  can  tell  how  widely  you  might  bless  others, 
while  you  were  laboring  to  bless  yourselves."— (Address  at  Pawtucket,  October 
31, 1S4G.) 

For  many  years  Dr.  Wayland  was  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the 
School  Committee  in  Providence.  In  1828,  when  the  school  system  of  that  city 
was  re-organized,  he,  as  chairman  of  a  committee  to  whom  the  whole  subject  had 
been  referred,  drew  up  an  elaborate  and  exhaustive  report,  which  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  several  important  changes.  As  an  educator  iu  the  higher  departments  of 
learning,  he  ranked  with  the  foremost  of  his  time,  while  liis  interest  in  the  Public 
Free  School  System,  and  in  the  work  of  the  Institute,  continued  unabated  to  the 
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Hughes,  Wilkins  Updike,  Thomas  Shepard,*  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Sylvester  G.  Shearman,  Henry  A.  Dtimont,  Lemuel  H. 
Arnold,  Isaac;  Hall,  George  W.  Cross,  Horace  Babcock, 
Christopher  C.  Greene,  William  Gammell,  Silas  R.  Kenyon, 
R.  G.  Burlingame,  Nathan  Bishop,  John  J.  Stimson,  Amos 
Perry,  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn,  William  T.  Grinnell,  Samuel 
Austin,  AYilliam  D.  Brayton,  Sylvester  Patterson,  Thomas 
Waterman,  Thomas  R.  Hazard,  Joshua  D.  Giddings,  Row- 
land G.  Hazard,  Moses  Brown  Ives,-]-  George  ]\Ianchester, 
Christopher  G.  Perry,  Jesse  S.  Tourtelk)t,  Jcnckes  Mowry, 
John   J.  Kiiton,  floseph   T.  Sisson,  Latimer  Ballon,  Samuel 

close  of  life.  His  name  will  ever  be  identified  with  tlie  history  of  etiueation  and 
philanthropy  in  Khode  Island. 

Dr.  Wayland  presided  over  Brown  University  from  1S27  to  1855,  and  subsequently 
was  two  years  a  member  of  the  Corporation.    He  died  September  26, 1865. 

*'For  nearly  or  quite  half  a  eenturj',  Rev.  Dr.  Shepard,  of  Bristol,  has  partici- 
pated in  important  movements  in  behalf  of  public  education  in  this  State.  As  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town,  and  for  a  series  of  years  its  chair- 
man, and  as  a  trustee  of  the  first  State  Normal  School,  he  has  rendered  vaUiable 
services  tc  the  cause.  For  many  years  he  was  an  officer  of  the  RHODE  Island 
Institute  OF  Instruction,  and  its  meetings  were  often  made  more  effective  by 
the  part  he  took  in  its  deliberations.  Dr.  Shepard  still  lives,  at  an  advanced  age, 
to  dei'ive  pleasure  from  a  contemplation  of  the  progress  of  a  work  which  he  has 
ilone  so  much  to  promote. 

fin  an  address  before  the  Institute  in  1873,  Hon.  .lohn  Kingsbury  related  the  fol- 
lowing incident,  honorable  to  the  public  spirit  of  Mr.  Ives.  It  occurred  in  1828, 
when  ■'  there  was  a  lormidable  opposition  to  the  pr'oposed  improvement  of  our 
schools,"  even  in  the  scbool  committee.  *'  In  this  committee  there  was  one  of  our 
merchant  i^rinces.  He  was  a  man  of  great  modesty,  of  deeds  rather  than  words. 
In  the  discussion,  which  was  warm  and  protracted,  he  had  taken  no  part.  Just  as 
the  question  was  about  to  be  taken,  he  arose,  and  said  substantially :  '  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  heard  the  arguments  ou  this  subject  with  careful  attention,  and  am 
ready  to  give  my  vote.  I  prefer  to  leave  my  cliildren  less  money  in  a  community 
well  educated,  rather  than  a  greater  amount  in  a  community  imperfectly  edu- 
cated; I  shall  vote  in  the  affii-mative  on  the  question.'  These  words,  though  few, 
fell  with  crushing  weight  upon  the  opposition,  and  the  school  ordinance  was 
adopted.  This  was  the  late  Moses  Brown  Ives,  a  man  whose  purse  was  always 
ready  to  sustain  his  vote  on  this  occasion.  From  this  fact  it  is  easy  to  infer  that 
the  attempt  to  enlist  property  holders,  especially  rich  men,  against  tlie  improve- 
ment of  our  x^ublic  schools,  was  a  decided  failure." 

23 
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Greene,  Caleb  Farnum,  Christopher  T.  Keith,  George  C. 
Wilson,  Elisha  S.  Baggs,  John  B.  Tallman,  Ariel  Ballou, 
John  Boj'den,*  Thomas  Vernon,  O.  F.  Otis,  Thomas  S.  Vail, 
George  A.  Willartl,  and  Edward  B.  Hall.  Many  of  these 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  others  not  named,  were  practical  edu- 
cators ;  some  of  them  occupied  influential  positions  of  politi- 
cal trust,  and  all  of  them  were  ardently  devoted  to  the  objects 
of  the  Institute.  They  and  their  associates  were  pioneers  in 
a  cause  that  held  out  fe\y  popular  inducements  to  become  its 
advocates.  Indeed,  in  many  instances,  personal  popularity 
was  jeopardized  by  their  zealous  devotion  to  a  work  which 
conflicted  at  ouce  with  prejudiced  and  contracted  ideas  of  pri- 
vate at,d  public  duty.  But  they  rose  above  the  low  ambitions 
of  mere  politicians.  They  kept  before  them  the  one  great 
purpose  of  shedding  the  blessings  of  education  upon  the 
entire  State,  and  employed  every  judicious  agency  at  com- 
mand to  carry  forward  their  plans  to  completion.  While 
some  of  their  number  have  passed  on  to  higher  scenes,  with- 
out witnessing  the  consummation  of  their  desires,  others  of 
them  still  live  to  rejoice  in  a  radical  revolution  of  public 
opinion  and  practice,  and  especially  in  the  commanding  posi- 
tion our  public  schools  now  occup}'  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 


*  Rev.  .Jolin  Boyden  was  bom  in  Sturbrklge,  Mass.,  May  Uth,  1809.  An  experi- 
ence in  school  teacMng  doubtless  laid  tbe  foundation  for  tbe  Interest  be  subse- 
quently manifested  in  the  cause  of  education.  He  selected  tbe  Christian  ministry 
for  his  iJrofession,  studied  divinity  with  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou,  of  Boston,  and  was 
settled,  successively,  at  Berlin,  and  Dudlcj-,  Mass.,  and  Woonsocket,  R.  1.  To  the 
latter  place  he  removed  in  18-10,  and  became  pastor  of  tbe  Universalist  Society. 
For  many  years  be  bad  charge  of  the  public  schools  of  Cumberland,  as  visiting 
and  examining  committee.  He  was  an  original  member  of  tbe  Rhode  Island 
Institu'te  of  Instruction,  and  did  much  to  promote  its  early  prosperity.  After 
the  Normal  School  was  established,  he  was  chosen  one  of  its  trustees,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office  with  scrupulous  fidelity.  As  a  citizen.  Mr.  BoydCH 
was  highly  respected,  and  at  ditfercnt  periods  was  chosen  to  bear  Representative 
and  Senatorial  honors  in  tbe  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  He  possessed  a 
fine  musical  taste,  and  was  the  author  of  a  Sunday  school  singing  book.  He  died 
of  pulmonary  disease,  Seijtember  28, 1SG9,  in  tbe  Cist  year  of  his  age,  widely  and 
deeply  lamented. 
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pie.  The  value  of  their  unselfisli  labors,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  so  much  to  be  done  and  so  few  to  do  it,  is  beyond 
estimate.  The  advantages  that  those  labors  have  already 
secured,  and  will  perpetuate  to  future  generations,  cannot  be 
mathematical!}-  dcterniined.  But  when  riches  shall  have  be- 
come corrupted,  and  tlic  gold  and  silver  of  selfish  enterprise 
siiall  l)e  cankered,  and  the  rust  thereof  shall  be  a  witness 
against  its  possessors,  the  memory  of  those  who  scattered 
broadcast  the  seeds  of  good  knowledge,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  generous  culture,  embracing  without  distinction  the 
young  of  every  i-ank,  will  impart  fragrance  to  the  true  glory 
of  the  State. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Institute,  its  members  may 
justly  feel  that  there  is  cause  for  congratulation.  A  glance 
at  the  summaiy  of  one  hundred  meetings,  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  will  show  that  the  Institute  not  only  com- 
menced its  labors  with  the  advocacy  of  a  Normal  School,  but 
has  led  public  opinion  in  every  movement  originated  for  the 
improvement  of  our  public  school  system.  It  early  encour- 
aged the  formation  of  Town  and  District  Libraries,  the  in- 
troduction of  Music  into  the  public  schools  as  an  important 
element  of  culture,  the  establishing  of  a  Board  of  Education, 
"by  the  aid  of  which  the  Public  Schools  would  be  safe  from 
the  influences  of  politics  and  the  evils  of  sectarian  preju- 
dices," and  the  opening  of  Evening  Schools  in  our  manufac- 
turing villages,  to  meet  an  imperative  want  of  the  operative 
popvdatiou. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  list  of  lecturers  comprises 
many  of  the  ablest  educators  in  our  country.  It  will  likewise 
be  seen  that  the  range  of  topics  considered  at  these  meetings 
evinced  a  breadth  of  view  not  elsewhere  surpassed,  and 
touching  every  point  vital  to  the  advancement  of  our  schools. 

A  great  work  for  Rhode  Island  has  been  done,  and  well 
done.  For  the  encouraging  results  everywhere  visible,  much 
is  due  to  the  labors  of  a  succession  of  able  State  Commis- 
sioners, much  to  the  General  Assembly  for  its  liberal  appro- 
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priations  in  aid  of  Institute  meetings,  for  increasing  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Rhode  Idand  Schoolmaster,  for  the  support 
of  the  Xornial  School,  antl  for  the  encouragement  of  Evening 
Schools.  A  great  Avork  has  been  clone  by  tlie  Institute,  by 
the  Normal  School,  by  the  Board  of  Education,  by  earnest 
teachers,  by  faithl'ul  town  and  city  school  superintendents, 
and  by  no  less  faithful  school  committees.  For  all  this  the 
friends  of  education  may  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

But  while  a  commendable  pride  may  be  indulged  in  view 
of  the  success  of  the  past,  it  is  by  no  means  to  be  assumed 
that  the  mission  of  this  Institution  has  been  consummated, 
and  that  having  witnessed  an  educational  millennium,  it  may 
rest  on  its  laurels,  or  disband  as  having  no  field  for  further 
service.  The  millennium  is  not  yet  come.  There  is  still  dark- 
ness to  be  dispersed.  Low  ideas  of  intellectual  culture  re- 
main to  be  raised,  by  the  force  of  intelligence,  to  a  higher 
plane.  The  hygiene  of  the  school-room  is  3'et  to  be  better 
understood.  Teaching,  as  an  art,  admits  of  further  improve- 
ment. The  importance  of  moral  instruction,  its  character 
and  place,  in  our  schools,  is  a  question  still  demanding  pro- 
found consideration,  and  the  responsibilities  of  parents  and 
of  the  State  in  securing  to  every  child  of  suitable  j^ears  a 
good  practical  education  need  yet  to  be  made  more  plain 
and  enforced  with  increased  vigor.  While  man  continues  a 
jDrogressive  being,  and  each  succeeding  generation  shows 
characteristics  peculiarly  its  own,  the  methods  of  instruction 
must  so  far  change  as  to  answer  the  needs  ol  the  changed 
condition  of  society.  The  day,  therefore,  i?  far  off  in  which 
the  Ehoue  Island  Institute  of  Instruction  can  feel  author- 
ized to  withdraw  from  the  scenes  of  its  past  action  and  lay 
aside  its  armor.  It  will  still  work  on,  and  by  wise  measures 
aid  in  carrying  forward  to  its  highest  success  the  cause  to 
which  for  thirty  years  it  has  been  unweariedly  devoted. 

In  closing  this  outline  of  history,  there  is  appropriateness 
in  reaffirming  the  sentiments  held  by  the  Institute  at  its  or- 
ganization, and  expressed  by  its  Executive  Committee  in  its 
first  annual  rei)ort : 
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"  The  importance  of  the  education  of  the  people — the  object  for  whicli 
this  Association  was  formed — cannot  be  estimnteii  too  highly.  By  the 
side  of  it  most  other  public  interests  appear  small  and  transitory.  This 
stands  out  before  every  other,  and  challenges  the  attention  and  the  eflorts 
of  all  who  would  advance  the  present  prosperity,  or  the  future  fortunes 
of  the  State.  To  train  the  lising  generation  to  knowledge  and  virtue,  to 
raise  up  intelligenl  and  true-hearted  citizens,  who  shall  understand  their 
rights  and  their  duties,  and  shall  guard  the  honor  and  the  interests  of 
society — these  have  always  been  regarded  as  the  highest  ends  which  en- 
lightened policy  can  aim  to  accomplish.  But  great  and  important  as 
these  objects  are  to  everj'  cojnnninity,  they  assume  a  still  greater  import- 
ance to  us  as  citizens  of  Rhode  Island.  Our  prosperity  and  progress  as  a 
Sovereign  State — our  position  and  our  influence  as  members  of  this  grow- 
ing confederacy  of  republics,  must  depend,  not  upon  the  extent  of  our 
territory,  the  number  of  our  population,  or  the  natural  wealth  of  6ur 
soil,  but  upon  the  character  of  our  citizens.  It  is  this  alone  which  can 
give  us  a  voice  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  a  worthy  name  and 
place  among  the  States  of  the  Union.  Our  aim  should  therefore  be,  to 
be  strong  in  high-minded,  heroic  men.  These  constitute  a  State;  without 
them,  no  advantages  of  nature,  no  monuments  of  art,  no  battlements  of 
physical  force,  no  achievements  of  manufacturing  or  agricultural  industry, 
will  be  able  to  maintain  its  honor,  or  perpetuate  its  renown." 
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CONSTITUTION 


Adopted  at  a  Public  Meeting  of  the  friends  of  Popular  Edu- 
cation FROM  ALL  PARTS   OF  THE   StATE,  AT   WESTMINSTER 

Hall,  Providence,  January  24,  1845. 


Article  1.  This  association  shall  be  styled  the  "  Rhode  Island  In- 
stitute OP  Instruction,"  and  shall  have  for  its  object  the  improve- 
ment of  public  schools,  and  other  means  of  popular  education  in  this 

State. 

Article  2.  Any  person  residing  in  this  State  may  become  a  member 
of  the  Institute  by  subscribing  to  this  Constitution,  (and  contributing  any 
sum  towards  defraying  its  incidental  expenses.)* 

Article  3.  The  Officers  of  the  Institute  shall  be  a  President,  two  or 
more  Vice  Presidents,  a  Recoi'ding  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary, 
a  Treasurer,  (with  such  powers  and  duties,  respectively,  as  their  several 
designations  imply.)  and  Directors,  who  shall  together  constitute  an 
Executive  Committee. 

*  January  19, 1853,  the  Constitution  was  so  amended  as  to  allow  persons  to  be- 
come members  of  the  Institute  witbout  tlie  payment  of  any  fee.  January  18, 
1872.  it  was  voted  tbat  an  annual  tax  of  one  dollar  should  be  assessed  on  male 
members,  and  fifty  cents  on  female  members  of  tlie  Institute. 
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AnTici.E  4.  The  Executive  Committee  sli.ill  carry  into  effect  such 
measures  as  the  Institute  may  direct;  and  for  this  purpose,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  general  object  of  the  Institute,  may  appoint  special  committees, 
collect  and  disseminate  information,  call  public  meetings  for  lectm-esand 
discussions,  circulate  books,  periodicals  and  pamphlets  r>n  the  subject  of 
schools,  school  systems,  and  education  genei-ally,  and  perform  sucli  other 
acts  as  they  may  deem  necessary  or  expedient,  and  make  report  of  their 
doings  to  the  Institute  at  its  annual  meetiug. 

Article  5.  A  meeting  of  the  Institute  for  the  choice  of  Officers  shall 
be  held  annually  in  the  city  of  Providence,  in  the  month  of  January,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  designate,  in  a 
notice  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  city  papers;  and  meetings  may 
be  held  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  the  Executive  Committee  may 
appoint. 

Akticle  6.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  (or  amende<l)  at  any 
annual  meeting,  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  and  any  regula- 
tions not  inconsistent  with  its  provisions  may  be  adopted  at  any  meeting. 
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State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  General  Assembly, 
Januaky  Session,  A.  D.  1863. 


AX  ACT  TO  INCOEPORATE  THE  HHODE  ISLAND  INSTITUTE  OF 
ISSTKUCTION. 

11  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Francis  Wayland,  Alexis  Caswell,  Moses  B.  Lockwood, 
Amos  Perry,  James  Y.  Smith,  Shubael  Hutcliins,.Tolin  Kingsbury,  Samuel 
S.  Greene,  E.  M.  Stone,  A.  W.  Godding,  C.  T.  Keith,  A.  A.  Gamweil, 
John  Boyden,  Daniel  heaeh,  Emory  Lyon,  George  A.  Willard,  B.  V. 
Gallup,  William  A.  Mowry,  Alexandei-  Duncan,  S.  A.  Potter,  Joshua 
Kendall,  Henry  Rousmaniere,  J.  T.  Edwards,  J.  H.  TofFt,  M.  S.  Greene, 
W.  B.  Cook,  I.  F.  Cady,  Samuel  Austin,  A.  J.  Manchester,  J.  J.  Ladd, 
N.  W.  DeMunn,  F.  B.  Snow,  Thomas  Davis,  A.  C.  Bobbins,  D.  R. 
Adams,  Joseph  Eastman,  H.  M.  Rice,  T.  W.  Bicknsll,  Samuel  Thurber, 
H..N.  Slater,  Edward  Harris,  A.  J.  Foster,  J.  M.  Ross,  F.  J.  Belden, 
Thomas  Sliepard,  E.  R.  Potter,  J.  B,  Chapin,  and  such  others  as  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  associated  with  them,  lie,  and  they  are  hereby 
constituted,  created  and  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate  with  perpet- 
ual succession,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Rhode  Island  Insti- 
tute or  Instkuction,"  with  full  powers  to  make  and  ordain,  alter  and 
amend,  such  by-laws  and  regulations  for  their  government,  as  they  may 
think  necessary,  the  same  not  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Slate; 
and  they  are  empowered  by  the  afoi-esaid  name,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to 

plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  kind  of  real  or  personal 
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estale,  to  an  amcuint  not  exeeoiling  ten  thousand  ilollars,  whether  ob- 
tained by  gift,  demise,  purohase,  or  otherwise,  and  to  dispose  of  and  con- 
vey the  same  at  pleasure,  to  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  which  they 
may  alter  or  change  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  elected  under  the  following  Constitution,  or  who 
may  be  elected  in  accordance  witli  its  provisions,  shall  be  the  officers  of 
the  Institute  until  tlie  ne.\t  annual  meeting,  and  until  others  are  elected 
in  their  places,  and  the  following  shall  lie  the  Constitution  of  the  Insti- 
tute, until  it  shall  be  duly  altered  or  amended  as  is  therein  provided.* 

I  certify  (lie  foregoing  to  be  a  ti'ue  copy. 
* 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 

affixed  the  seal   of  the  State,  this  eighteenth  day  of 

November,  a  d.  1872. 

JOSHUA  M.  ADDEMAN, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

*  For  copy  of  Constitution  see  1  wo  precciling  pages. 
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In  Sovember,  1874,  ari'angements  were  made  to  rnei'ge  tlie  Sdwolmasttr,  the 
Massachusetts  Teacher,  the  J/aine  Journul  of  Etlucation,  and  the  Connecticut  School 
Journal,  into  one  paper,  quarto  form,  of  sixteen  pages,  to  be  called  The  New  £ngtttnd 
Journal  of  Education.  Its  editor  will  be  Hon.  Thomas  W.  BickneU.  Mr.  David  \V. 
lloyt,  Principal  of  the  English  and  Scicntifle  Department  of  the  Providence  Iligh 
.School,  I'epresents  Rhode  Island  as  Counsellor  on  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
Journal  wDl  have  a  local  department  for  Rhode  Island,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  B. 
Stockwell,  of  the  Classical  Department,  Providence  High  School,  will  be  editor. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE   INSTITUTE 


SINCE  ITS  OBGANIZATION  IN  1S46. 


PRESIDENTS 


John  Kingsbury, 
Samuel  S.  Greene, 
John  J.  L.'ulil, 
William  A.  Mowiy, 
Thoni.-is  W.  Bic'knel], 
Noble  W.  DcJIunn, 
James  T.  Edwards, 
Albert  J.  Manchester, 
Merrick  Lyon, 
Isaac  F.  Cady, 


'Wilkins  Updike, 

Ariel  Rallou, 

C.  G.  PtiTy,    - 

Thomas  Shepard, 

John  J.  Kilton. 

Elisha  H.  Potter,  Jr. 

Jesse  S.  Tourtellot, 
•A.  H.  Duraont, 

J.  W.  Cooke,  - 
•John  Hoyden,  Jr.,  - 
»Eli.-ha  Ilan-is, 

Robert  -Vllyn, 

T.  II.  Vail,       - 
•S.  A.  Crane. 

Thomas  R.  Hazard, 

John  Kingsbury,     - 
•Albert  A.  Gamwell, 

William  A.  Mowry, 


VICE   PUESIDENTS. 


-     1800  to  1861.— 1862  to  186-J.- 


1845  to  1856. 

1856  to  1860. 

1860  to  1864. 

1864  to  1866. 

1866  to  I8f;8. 

1868  to  1869. 

1869  to  1870. 

1870  to  1872. 

Ife7'2  to  1874. 

1874  to 

1845  to  1847. 

1845  to  1850. 

1846  to  1848. 

1846  to  i860. 

1846  to  18.->0. 

1847  to  1860. 

1847  to  1848. 

1848  to  186(1. 

1848  to  1850. 

1850  to  1870. 

1850  to  1860. 

1855  to  1858. 

1856  to  1858. 

1856  to  1860 

1857  to  I860. 

1858  to  1860. 

I860  to  1872. 

-1868  to  lt<70. 
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Samuel  Austin,  -  -  -      1860  to  1868— 187-2  to  1873. 

Isaac  F.  Caily,     1860  to  1862.— 1864  to  1866.— 1868  to  1671.-1872  to  1874. 
Joshua  Konciall,  ...  -  1861  to  1865. 

Noble  W.  DeMunn,  -  -  1861  to  1862.— 1870  to  1871. 

*Hem-y  R  Pierce,  ...  -  1861  to  1862. 

George  A.  Willaril,  ....        186I  to  1868. 

Benjamin  V.  Gallup,      -  1861  to  1862.-1864  to  1865.-1866  to  1868. 

J.  H.  Tefll,  .....       1862  to  1873. 

Dvvight  R.  Adams,       -  -  -  -  166;Uo  1870. 

James  M.  Ross,      .  .  -  -  -       1804  to  1867. 

Benj.amin  F.  Hayes,      .  -  -  .  1864  to  1866. 

Benjamin  F.  Clarke,  .  .  .  . 

David  W.Hoyt,  -  -  -      1865  to  1871.— 1872  to 

Charles  B.  Goff,      -    "  -  -  -  -       1865  to  1868. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell,    -  -  -       1865  to  1866.— 187U  to 

Samuel  Tiuirber,    .  -  -  -  -        1865  to  1866. 

Henry  S.  I>atham,  ....  1S65  to  1868. 

Joshua  B.  Chapin,  .  -  .  .       1-.66  to  1871. 

John  J.  Ladd,  -  -  -       1866  to  1867.— 180H  to  1870. 

Edwin  M.  Stone,     -  -  -  1866  to  1871.-1872  to 

M.  J.  Talbot,  -  -  -  .  -  1866  to  1867. 

James  T.  Edwards,  ....       18G6  to  1869. 

William  H.  Bowen,      ....  1866  to  1868. 

H.  S.  Shearman,     ..... 
G.  B.  Inman,  -  -  .  .  .  1866  to  1868. 

Daniel  Leach,  .....       18(>7  to 

Samuel  S.  Greene,         .  -  .  .  1867  to  1870. 

A.  Sherman,  .....       1867  to  1868. 

M.  A.  Aldrich,  ....  1867  to  1869. 

J.  VV.  R.  Marsli,     -  -  .  .  .       1867  to  1869. 

H.  \V.  Clarke,  ....  1867  to  1874. 

W.  E.  Tolman,      -_  -  -  -  -       1867  to  1871. 

P.  E.  Tillinghasl,      "  -  -  -  -  1867  to  1868. 

F.  W.  Tilton,  -  -  -  1868  to  1872.-1874  to 

W.  W.  Warner,  -  -  -  .-  1868  to  1870. 

Levi  W.  Russell,     -  -  -  1869  to  1871.— 1872  to 

J.amcs  M.  Sawin,  -  -  .  .  1669  to  1871. 

T   H.Clarke,  -  -  -  1869  to  1871.— 1873  to 

Albert  J.  Manchester,  -  -  -  -  1870  to  1871. 

Merrick  Lyon,  .....  1870  to  1872. 
J.  C.  Stockbridge,  ...  -  1S70  to  1873. 

Thomas  B.  Stockwell,  ....       1870  to 

E.K.Parker,  ....  1870  to  1874. 

G.  E  Wliittemore,  ....  ]871  to  1872. 
P.  E.  Bishop,  ....  1871  to  1872. 
J.S.Eastman,         -                -                                -                -       1871  to 

J.  C.Greenough,  -  -  -  1872  to 
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A.  D.  Sm.all, 
J.  Milton  Hall, 
Sarnh  E.  Doyle, 
M.  E.  JMorse, 
O.  P.  Fullet-, 
Sarah  Dean, 
Lizzie  Brovvn, 
Edwin  H.  King, 
Benoni  Carpenter, 
N.  W.  Littlefield, 
R.  S.  Andrews, 
Ira  O  Seamans, 
F.  W.  Win», 
Ellen  M.  Haskell, 
H.  M.  Hunt, 
Lysander  Flagg, 
Julia  Lefavoiir, 
J.  M.  Brewster, 


1872  to  1874. 
1872  to 
1872  to  1874. 
1872  to  1873. 
1872  to  1873. 

1872  to 

1873  to  1874. 
1873  to  1874. 
1873  to  1874. 
1873  to 
1873  to 

1873  to  1874. 

1874  to 
1874  to 
1874  to  V 
1874  to 
1874  to 
1874  to 


CORRESPONDING    SECRETARIES. 


Nathan  Bisllop, 
Amos  Perry, 
Zwingliiis  Grover,    - 
Alvah  W.  Godding, 
Albert  .T.  Jlancliester, 
D wight  R.  Adams, 
Eli  H.  Howard, 


1851  to  1855.- 


1845  to  1848. 
1818  to  1851. 
-1856  to  1858. 
1858  to  1865. 
18M5  to  1870. 
1870  to  1874. 
1874  to 


TREASURERS. 


Thomas  C.  Hartshorn, 
Amos  Perry, 
Christopher  T.  Keith, 
Noble  W.  Dellunn, 
B.  V.  Gallup, 


RECORDING    SECRETARIES. 


Joshua  D.  Giddings, 
Christopher  T.  Keith, 
Caleb  Farnuni, 
Albert  A.  Ganiwell, 
Alvah  W.  Godding, 
Edward  H.  Magill, 
Francis  B.  Snow, 
Alvin  C.  Robbins,     - 
Thomas  B.  Stoekwell, 
J.  E.  Parker. 
Frank  G.  Morley, 


1845  to  1852. 
1853  to  1856. 
1856  to  1862. 
1862  to  1868. 
1868  to 


1845  to 

1848  to 

1850  to 

1851  to 
1854  to 
1858  to 
1860  to 
1862  to 
1866  to 

1870  to 

1871  to 


184&. 
1850. 
1851. 
1854. 
1858. 
1860. 
1862. 
1866. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
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G.  E.  Whittemore, 
Lester  A.  Freeman, 


1872  to  1874. 
1874  to 


William  Gammell, 
James  T.  Sisfoii, 
John  B.  Tallman,  - 
Latimer  W.  Ballon, 
Samuel  S.  Greene. 
James  T.  Harkness. 
Jesse  S.  Tourtellot, 
Amos  Perry,    - 
Caleb  Farnum, 
George  C.  Wilfon, 
William  S.  Raker,  - 
Thomas  K.  Hazard, 

*John  Boy  den,  Jr., 
Nathan  Bisho]), 
Thomas  H.  Vail,    - 
Sylvester  Patterson, 
Samuel  Austin, 
C.  G.  Perry,     - 
J.  Bushee, 
Thomas  Shepard, 

*Albert  A.  Gamwell, 
George  W.  Quei-eau, 
George  A.  Willard,  - 
Edmund  Gray,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  B.  Cooke, 

*JohnH.  Willard, 
Orin  F  Otis, 

*Dana  P.  Colburn, 
William  H.  Farr.ar, 
John  Kingsbury, 
Daniel  Leach, 
Edward  n.  Magill. 
Thomas  G.  Potter, 
C.  C.  Beaman, 
Edwin  M.  Stone,    - 
E.  Grant, 

Lucius  A.  Wheclock, 
Chai'les  Hutchins, 
William  G.  Crosby, 
J.  B.  Breed,    - 
Merrick  Lyon. 
Albert  J.  Manche.'ter, 


DIRECTOKS. 

. 

_ 

1845  to  1860. 

- 

1845  to  1848.- 

—1854  to  1855. 

- 

- 

1815  to  1848. 

- 

- 

1845  to  1848. 

- 

1845  to  l'^48.- 

-1852  to  1656. 

- 

- 

1645  to  IS46. 

. 

1845  to  1847. 

—1848  to  1855. 

- 

1845  to  1848.- 

-1858  to  1862. 

- 

- 

1845  to  1850. 

. 

. 

1846  to  1857. 

- 

- 

1846  to  1850. 

- 

- 

1846  to  1856. 

_ 

1817  to  1848.- 

-1856  to  1858. 

- 

- 

1848  to  1852. 

. 

. 

1818  to  1857. 

- 

- 

1848  to  1S60. 

. 

. 

1848  to  1860. 

- 

- 

1848  to  1835. 

- 

- 

1848  to  1855. 

. 

- 

1848  to  1850. 

- 

- 

1854  to  1860. 

- 

- 

1855  to  1660. 

- 

- 

1855  to  1860. 

- 

- 

1855  to  1858. 

. 

- 

1855  to  1861. 

- 

- 

1855  to  1860. 

- 

- 

1855  to  1860. 

. 

- 

1855  to  1860. 

- 

- 

1655  to  1857. 

. 

- 

1856  to  1858. 

- 

- 

1856  to  1S60. 

- 

- 

1856  to  1858. 

- 

- 

1856  to  1860. 

. 

1857  to  1858. 

. 

- 

1857  to  1866. 

. 

- 

1857  to  1858. 

- 

. 

1858  to  1860. 

- 

1858  to  1859. 

- 

- 

1858  to  1860. 

. 

- 

1858  to  1860. 

- 

1858  to  1869. 

—  1874  to 

. 

1860  to  1862. 

-1872  10 
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Millen  S.  Greene,  -----  i860  to  1866. 
William  A.  Mowry,       -                -               -       1861  to  1862.— 1866  to 

Isaac  F.  Oady,         -----  1862  to  1870. 

Joseph  S.  Eastman,       -  -  -  -  1861  to  1866. 

Howard  M.  Rice,   -  -  -  -  -  1862  to  1864. 

Franc-is  B.  Snow,  -  -  -  -  1862  to  1867. 

Thomas  Davis,        -  -  -  -  -  1862  to  1866. 

James  T.  Edwards,        -  -  -  -  1863  to  lb65. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  -  -  1863  to  1866.— 1868  lo  1869. 

Alvan  C.  Robbins,  ...  -  1866  to 

J.  M.  Collins,  -----  1866  to  1867. 

Benjamin  F.  Clarke,       -  -  -  -  1866  to  1868. 

W.  E.  Woodbridge,  -  -  -  .  1867  to  1868. 

Frederic  W.  Tilton,      -  -  -  -  1868  to  1870. 

Dwiglit  R.  Adams,  -  -  -  1868  lo  1870  —1874  to  " 

J.  R.  Davenport,  .  -  -  -  i870  to  1872. 

J.  Q.  Adams,  -----  1870  to  1874. 

H.  W.  Clarke,  -  -  -       1870  to  1871.-1874  lo 

F.  G.  JMorley,  -  .  -  1870  to  1871.— 1872  to 

J.  T.  Dnrfee,  -  .  -  -  -  1870  to  1874. 

L.  C.  Greene,  -----  1870  to  1871. 

T.  H.  Clarke,  ...  -  1871  to  1872. 

*Osceola  PI.  Kile.     -----  1871  to  1874. 

A.  J.  Eincohi,  ....  i871  to  1872. 

W.  E.  Tolnian,       .  .  -  .  -  1871  to 

E.  H.  Howard,  -  .  -  .  1871  to  1874. 

Sarah  E    Doyle,      -  -  -  -  -  1872  to 

H.  A.  Benson,  -  -  -  '  -  1872  lo 

A.  G.  Chace,  -  -  -  -  -  1872  to  1873. 

Mary  A.  Riley,  .  -  -  -  1873  to 

William  A.  Phillips,  .  -  -  -  1873  to  1874. 

George  W.  Cole.  -  .  .  .  1873  to 

Susan  C   Bancroft,  ....  1874  to 

Emory  Lyon,  .....  1874  to 

Alonzo  Williams,  .  -  -  -  -  1874  to 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Whittemore,  -  -  -      .  1874  to 

Mrs  C.  Barker,      -----  1874  to 

Henry  a.  Wood,  ....  1874  to 

T.  D.  Biakeslie,       -  -  -  .  -  1874  to 

Stephen  C.  Irons,  -  -  .  -  i874  to 


LIST    OF    MEMBERS 


FEOM  1845  TO  1874. 


lEXPLAKAMON.— The  names  of  the  founders  of  the  INSTITUTE,  so  far  as  ascer- 
tained, are  suffixed  with  a  t-  An  asterisk  (•)  is  preflxecl  to  the  names  of  deceased 
members.  Probably  the  Necrology  is  much  larger  than  indicated  by  the  sign. 
The  location  of  e^ich  teacher  is  that  given  in  signing  the  Constitution.  Possibly 
errors  in  christian  names  may  have  occurred.  If  any  such  are  discovered,  the 
author  will  be  grateful  for  the  information.] 


Alien,  Zaohariahf 
*Adan]s,  Seth  Jr.t 

Abovn,  Josephf 

Austin,  Samuelf 
*Atvvat<>i-,  Slephent 

Aldi-ioh,  Harris  W.    (1849.) 

Austin,  Sar.ali 

Anilrews,  Caroline  F. 

Allen,  Christophei-t 

jVdams,  Dwiglit  R. 

Aldrich,  Mary  J. 

Allyn,  Rcibert  Rev. 

Allen,  Hiram 

Angell,  Nelietuiah  A. 

Arnold,  S.  B 

Aliiiy,  Peleg 

Allen,  Sarah 

Andrews,  R.  S. 

Arnold,  Riifiis, 

Allen,  Edward  A.  H. 

Anthony,  Joseph  (1849) 

Aldrieli,  Melda 

Aldrich,  Wilmarth  N.f 

Adams,  J.  Q. 


Providence, 


Previous  to  1872. 


Norlh  Providence, 

Centreville, 

Slatcrsville, 

East  Greenwich, 

Woonsocl<et, 

Nortli  Scituaie, 

Woonsocket, 

Tiverton, 

Woonsocl;et, 

Bristoj, 

Woonsoeljet, 

New  Betlford,  Mass., 

Newport, 

Cumberland, 

Providence, 

Natick, 
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Slatersville, 

Piiscoag, 

Tiverton, 

Bristol. 

I'roviilunco, 


Warwick, 
Pruvidence, 


Arnold,  A[.  W.f  Providence, 

Amos,  .Tohn.t 

Aldrirli,  llobooea 

Ang'!ll,  N.incy  W. 

Allen,  diaries  L. 

Adams,  EUie 

Balcli,  .John  Jr.f 

BickiK-11,  Tliomas  W. 

Baker,  William  S.f 

Bradli^y,  Cliarles  S. 
'Brown  .Folm  Carter 

Brayton,  George  A.f 
*Barsto\v,  ,John 

Barstow,  Amos  C  (1S49) 

Barker,  James  T>t 

Beldeii,  C.  Dwiglit  • 

Braneli,  S.f 

Bisliop,  p.  E. 

Barnard,  fleiiryt 

Bishop,  Natlian.t 

Belden,  Stanton  0849; 

Ballon,  Arielt 

Bennett,  Charles  (1860) 

Bowen,  Israel  M. 

Baggs,  Elisha  L.f 

Bates,  C.  G. 

Belden,  Francis  S. 

Browning,  Joseph  L. 

Bates,  Benoni 

Burlingame,  Ann  E. 

Burgess,  Martha  U.f 
*Bow<'n,  Estherf 
*Brown.  Fennerf 

Barber,  iMary  F.  (1860) 

Bentley,  George  M.  " 

Borden,  Bailey  E.  Manville, 

*Bosworth.  Alfredf  Warren, 

Barber,  P.  M.  2d.  (1860)  Ashaway, 

Babcock,  .Idhn  W.  (18G0)         Westerly, 

Babcock,  Charles  II.  (1860) 

Babeock,  Samuel  A.  (1860) 

Burdiek,  Benjamin  B.  (1860) 

Biirdick,  Mary  E.  (1860) 

Burlingame,  Nancy  M.  (1860)  Woonsocket, 

Brown.  .Melissa  B.  (18G0) 

Brown.  P.etsey  J.  (1860)  " 

Benson,  II.  A.  " 

25 


Previous  to  1872. 


Pivwtuckel, 

Hartford,  Conn., 

Xew  York, 

!North  Providence, 

Woonsocket, 

Westerly, 

Johnston, 

Exetei', 

Coventry  Centre, 

Chicago, 

Cliarlestown, 

Coventry, 

River  Point, 

Providence, 


AVesterly, 
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Bushee,  James 
*Boyden,  Rev.  John  Jr.f 

Buffum,  Sarah  A. 

Ballou,  Latimer  W.t 

Ballou,  George  C. 
*Burgess,  Thomas.f 

Brown,  Lucius 

Brown,  Esllier  E. 

Benson,  Marion  A. 

Berry,  Charles  P. 

BiuUong,  M.  E. 

Chase,  Rebecca  E. 

Caswell,  Alexisf 

Currey,  Saniuelf 

Clarke,  George  L.f 

Clarke,  Edwardf 

Cooper,  Larkin  A. 

Carpentei-,  Elizabeth  B. 

Clarke,  Benjamin  F. 

Cutler,  Edward  H. 

Cooke,  Willis 

Coggeshall,  S.  W. 

Cooper,  Varnum  A. 

Cumming,  Anna 

Carpenter,  Charles  F. 

Clarke,  Henry 

Coats,  Cliarles 

Chapman,  J.  (1860) 

Chapin.  Ruth  E.  (1860) 

Cottrell,  Charles  T.  (1860) 

Clark,  Elisha  P.  (1860) 

Chapin,  Thomas  B,  (1860) 

Collins,  A.  B.  (1860) 

Church,  Nelson  K. 

Cole,  George  W. 

Cady,  Isaac  F. 

Collins,  James  il. 

Cooke,  N.  B. 

Carpenter,  Alice  H. 

Collins,  Susan  E. 
*Colbuvn,  Dana  P.  (1849) 

Caskill.  Edward  B. 

Cragin,  Frances  M. 

Congdon,  M.  Frances 

Congdon,  Lydia  E. 

Carpenter,  Ellen 

Chase,  John  F. 


Woonsocket, 


Providence, 

Fall  River,  Mass.: 

Summit, 

Millville, 

Chepachet, 

Cumberland, 

Providence, 


Previous  to  1872. 


Woonsocket, 

Nashua,  N.H., 

Woonsocket, 

Coventry, 

Pawtucket, 

North  Stonington,  Conn. 

Westerly, 


Rockville. 

Westerly, 
it 

Usquepaugli, 

Valley  Falls, 

Barrington  Centre, 

Westerly, 

Bristol, 

Seekonk,  Mass., 

Plienix, 

Providence, 

Woonsocket. 

Providence, 
it 

Woonsocket, 
Cumberland, 
Tiverton, 
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Cook,  Rev.  T.  D. 
Doyle,  Sarah  E. 
Dean,  Sarah 
Day,  Henryt 
Dixon.  Nathan  F.f 
Duncan,  Alexanilerf 
Deiliinn,  Noble  W. 
Davis,  Thomas 
Darling,  T.  S.   . 
Davis,  Franklin  II.  (1860) 

Davis,  Oliver  (I860) 

Darrow,  E.  R. 
*Duraont,  Rev.  A.  H.f 
*Dyer,  Benjauiinf 
*Dwight,  Gamliel  L.  (1849) 

Dyer,  Sarah  E. 

Dyer,  Maria  E. 

Esten,  M.  L. 

Esten,  AraasaJr. 

Ewins.  Margaret, 

E.arle,  Catherine 

Eddy,  Rifhard  E.f 

Evans,  Thomas  O  t 

Edwards,  James  T. 

Edw.U'ds,  Ricliaid, 

Esten,  Rhoda  A. 

Eddy,  Cornelia  ( 1860) 

Fisher,  Ellen 
♦Field,  Laura  E. 

Fowler,  Ezekiel 

Farn\im,  Calebf 

Fry,  Minerva  A. 

Fisher,  Weston  A.f 

Foster,  A.  J.  (1860) 

Gallup,  Benjamin  V. 

Gammell,  Williarat 

Giddings,  Joshna  D.f 

Greene,  Samnel  S.  (1849) 

Godding,  Alvah  W. 

Guild,  Martha  J. 

Greene,  J.  B. 

Gory.  Arnold  \V. 

Grovei,  Zwingliusf 

Gray,  Edward  Jr. 

Greene,  Carrie 

Greene,  Eliza  C. 

Gorton,  Jason  W. 


Providence, 


Previous  to  1872. 


North  Providence, 

Woonsocket, 

Westerly, 


Newport, 
Providence, 

Knightsville, 
Providence, 
Slatersville, 

Providence, 

Woonsocket, 

Providence, 

Chopacliet, 

East  Greenwich, 

Normal  School,  Illinois, 

North  Scituate, 

Westerly, 

Woonsocket, 

Providence, 

Woonsocket, 

Providence, 

Woonsocket, 

Providence, 

Westerly, 

Providence, 


Chepachct. 

Providence, 

Tiverton  Four  Corners, 

Chepachet, 

Summit, 
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Greene,  Samuel 
Greene,  Susan  M. 
Gorton,  Hannah  H. 
Greene,  John  T. 

Gruber,  Frances 

Greeniuan,  B.  F. 

Gorton,  Abbie  A. 

Gallup.  Sarah  B. 

Gay,  Helen  F. 
*Gam\vell,  Albert  A.f 
*Greene,  Phebe  A. 
*Hutchins,  Shubaelf 

Howard,  E.  II. 

Harkncss,  Albertf 

Haskell,  Ellen  M. 

Helme,  Harriet  J. 

Haskell,  Ruth  A. 

Hoyt,  David  W.  • 

Haile,  Levi 

Hendriek,  C.  A. 

Hendrick,  Fanny 
*Hariis,  Edward 

Harknessj  Hiram 

Harkness,  James  T. 

Hull.  Harriet  K. 

Hazard,  Thumas  P.f 

Hall,  Charles  11.(1860) 

Hazard,  Harriet  C.  (I860) 

Hoxie,  George  W.  (1860) 

Hinkley,  Cliarles  H.  (I860) 

Hutehins,  Charles 

Hammett,  John  L. 

Hopkins,  Rev,  George  O. 

Hoag,  Emily 

Hicks,  Charles  R. 

Hill,  Byron  R. 

Holt.  Emma  F. 

Howard,  Henry 

Harvey,  Resolved 

Hoag,  Caroline  D. 

Holmes,  Ilarvey 

Holmes,  Mary  E. 

Holdredge,  Geo.  W.  (1849) 

Haines,  T.  V. 

Ives,  I^obert  H.f 
*Ives,  Moses  B.f 

Ingalls,  Elkanah 


Woonsocket, 
Bristol, 
Warwick,       * 
Coventry, 
Providence, 
Charlestown, 
Escoheag, 
Collamer,  Conn. 
Davisville, 
Providence, 


Previous  to  1872. 


Warren, 
Woonsocket, 


Smithfleld, 
King.ston, 

Westerly, 

Shannock  Mills, 

Westerly, 

Providence, 

North  Sciluate, 

Lonsdale, 

Fall  River,  Mass., 

Cranston, 

Blackstone,  Mass. , 

Pheni.^, 

Coventi-y, 

Woonsocket, 

Bristol, 

Xorth  Stonington,  Conn. 

Crompton, 
Providence, 

Cranston, 
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Jencks,  Mary  T. 

Jennings,  John 

Kingsbury,  Johnf 

Keitli,  Cluistopher  T.f 

King,  Mary 

Kent,  William  S. 

Kent,  John  R. 

Konyon,  Peleg 

Keitli,  William  S. 

Kenilall,  Joshua 

Kenyon,  Henry  B. 

Knapp,  Mary  A. 

Kimball,  D.  W. 

Keach,  Clevis  E. 
*Kile,  O.  H. 

Knowles,  Horatio  N.  Jr. 

King,  E.  A. 
*Lawton,  Edward  W.f 

Leach,  Rev.  Daniel  (1856) 

Lyon,  Merrickf 

Lyon,  Emory, 

Latham,  Cornelia  W. 

Lewis.  Celia  J. 
*Lockvvood,  Moses  B.f 

Larkin,  R.  S.  (1860) 

Lewis,  Mary  C. 

Lewis,  Nathan  B. 

Lincoln,  A.  J. 

Ladd,  John  J.  (1860) 

LeCavd,  George 

Matteson,  Benjamin  W. 

Mowry,  William  A.  (1859) 

Metealf,  Edwinf 
*Mason,  Owenf 

May,  .\masa 

Miles,  Amanda 

Mowry,  Jenks  A.f 

Metcalf,  William 

Morley,  Frank  G. 

Munroe,  Ahby  D. 

Matteson,  Braman  W. 

Maxon,  Abby  M.  (1860) 

Maxon,  Charlotte  A.  (1860) 

Maxon,  Charles  A.  (1860) 

Mann,  Rev.  Joel 

Manchester,  Georgef 

Morse,  Guilford 


Pawtucket, 

Woonsocket, 

Providence, 


North  Scituate, 

Phenix, 

Hopkinton, 

River  Point, 

Bristol, 

Alton, 

Chepachot, 

Woonsocket, 

Bnrrillville, 

Westerly, 

W.akefield, 

Pascoag, 

Newport, 

Providence, 


Previous  to  1872. 


Westerly, 
Providence. 
Exeter, 
Coventry, 
Providence, 
Coventry, 

Providence, 


Woonsocket, 
Bristol, 

Coventry, 
^Vesterly, 


Kingston, 

South  Portsmouth, 

Springfield,  Mass., 
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Magill,  Edward  H. 
Mason,  Ambrose  B. 
Monroe,  Clara  E. 
Macomber,  Joseph  E 
*Me2;geUe,  M.  M. 
Meader,  A.  A. 
Miller,  Maria  F.  (1860) 
Miner,  G.  H.  (1860) 
*Nash,  H.  C. 
Newell.  George  E- 
Niles,  Julia  A., 
Nichols,  Colia  A. 
Nichols,  Helen  A. 
Newbury,  Sarah  (1860) 
Osborn,  Sarah 
Osborn,  Esther 
Osgood,  Rev.  Samuelf 
Osgooil,  J.  Anna 
Olney,  Johnf 
Pitman,  Joseph  S.f 
Perry,  Atnosf 
*Patten,  William  S.f 
Purkis,  Sara!]  A. 
Phelon,  Rev.  Benjamin 
Padelford,  Adelaide  D. 
Perrin,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Potter,  Hon.  Elisha  R.f 
Parlicr.  James  E. 
*Peck,  Allen  O.f 
Pendleton,  Anne  L.  (1860) 
Pendleton,  Kate  (1860) 
Pendleton,  Sarah  E    (1860) 
Perrin,  Alice  (1860) 
Potter,  J.  B. 
Phillips,  S. 

Peckham   Anginette  (1860) 
Palmer,  Hannah  (1860) 
Prosser,  P.  .S. 
Page,  INIari.i  W. 
Page,  Susan  A. 
Payne,  Nancy  A. 
Place,  H.  Lester 
Potter,  S.  A. 
Potter,  Thomas  G. 
Paine,  IMinerva  J. 
Pickett,  Horace  W. 
Porter,  Aaron 


Providence, 

Warren, 

M.anville, 

Portsmouth, 

Woonsocket, 

Cumberland, 

Allenton, 

Westerly, 

Portland,  Me. 

Pa\vt,ucket, 

Woonsc.cket, 

Greene, 

Providence, 

Westerly, 

Woonsocket, 

Providence, 


Previous  to  l^T•i. 


South  Kingstown, 

Johnston, 

Providence, 

Westerly, 


Greene, 
Georgiaville, 
Westerly, 
Stonington,  Cc^nn. 
Carolina  Mills, 
Pascoag, 


Mt.  Vernon,  R.  I., 

Providence, 

East  Providence, 

Slatersville, 

Tiverton, 

Bristol, 
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Park,  Mary  F. 
Paine,  Julia  A. 
Paine,  Cordelia  E. 
Pitts,  Susie  A. 
Paine,  S.  Madeline 
Paine,  Minnie  .f. 
Quereaii,  G.  W. 
Robinson,  .1.  H.  (1860) 
Reynolds,  Benjamin  (18G0) 
Rich,  Ezeldel 
Reynolds,  Russell  W. 
Ralph,  Betsey  T. 
Rodman,  Samiiolf 
Rathbun,  Mary  E. 
Russell,  Levi  W. 
Remington,  Frances  A. 
Robbins,  Alvin  C. 
Ray,  Joel  R. 

Stone,  Rev.  Edwin  M.  (1848; 
Stockwell,  Thomas  B. 
Steere,  Mattie  C. 
Smith,  James  Y. 
Smith,  Lewis  B. 
Seagi'aves,  Joseph 
Steoent,  Phebe  A.f 
Scanimell,  S.  S. 
Stanton,  Kate  S. 
Stivers,  John  H. 
Spencer,  H.  L. 
Sheldon,  Jeremiahf 
Sawin,  James  M. 
Stebbins,  Fannie 
Stoekbridge,  Rev.  J.  C. 
Sheldon,  Williamf 
Stillm.an,  Mary  A    (1860) 
Stillraan,  Harriet  W.  (I860-) 
Stillman,  James  (1860) 
Saunders.  T.  C.  (1860) 
Sayles,  William  R. 
Seamans,  Layton  E. 
Sisson,  Asa 
Seagrave,  A.  R. 
Staples,  Thomas  B. 
Shuraway,  Annie  M. 
Starafield,  B.  B. 
Slade,  Georgianna  A. 


Woonsocket, 


North  Blackstone, 
Slatersville, 
East  Greenwich, 

Westerly, 

Bristol, 
Richmond, 
Fisherville, 
Providence, 


Millville,      ass., 
Providence, 


Previous  to  1872. 


Westerly. 


Potter's  Hill, 

Cumberland  Hill, 

Coventry, 

Anthony, 

Uxbridge,  Mass., 

Slatersville, 

Pasco,ig, 
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Shumwii)',  Mary  E. 

Smith,  Eliza 

Spencer,  H.  L. 

Steere,  Diana  J. 

Steere,  Joanna  A. 

Steere,  AVilliam  A. 

Spencer,  D.  P. 

Sheffield,  William  P.f 

Stone,  Harriet  A.  (I860) 

Stanton,  Charles 

Stone,  Hiram 

Slocum,  Mrs.  Z.  O. 

Steere,  Laura  M. 

Steere,  Fannie  M. 

Shaw,  Jedediah 
*Stone,  James  L.  (1849) 

Sisson,  Joseph  T.f 

Slater,  Horatio  N.f 

Stone,  Dexter  S. 

Seamans,  Ira  O. 

Shaw,  Emma 

Shaw,  Mary  C. 

Shepard,  Rev.  Thomasf 

Stimson,  John  J. 

Sheffield,  Hannah  (1860) 

Sayles,  Henry  C. 

Scott,  Livingston 

Salisbm-y,  Phebe  A. 

Spencer,  Lydia  C. 

Talcott,  James  M. 

Tingley,  L.  Sophia 

Tourtellqt,  Jesse  S.f 
*Tillinghast,  George  S. 
*Tillinghast,  George  H.f 

Tillinghast,  Joseph 

Tallman,  John  B  t 

Thurber,  Samuel 

Thayer,  Lucy  A. 

Thompson,  Phebe  H.  (1860) 


Thompson,  Benjamin  F. 
Taylor,  John  A.  (1860) 
Tillinghast,  E.  A. 
Tefft,  J.  H. 
Tolman,  W.  E. 
Tyler,  Susan  A.f 
*Tobey,  Samuel  B.f 
Taft,  Mary  E. 


Pascoag, 
Providence, 
Anthony, 
^Voonsocket, 


Peace  Dale, 

Nevvport, 

Stouirigton,  Conn., 

Xorth  Stonington,  Conn. 

Foster, 

Chepachet, 

Manton, 

Little  Compton. 

Providence, 

North  Providence, 

Providence, 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Phenix, 

Thompson,  Conn., 

Centreville, 

Bristol, 

Providence, 

Westerly. 

Woonsocket, 

Lime  Rock, 

Warwick, 

Providence, 

Glocester, 
Foster, 
Providence, 
Summit, 
W'oonsocket, 
Providence, 
New  Boston,  Conn., 
Wester  !y, 


Previous  to  1872. 


(1860) 


Coventi-y, 
Kingston, 
Pawtucket, 
Providence, 

Blacks  tone. 
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T:ift,  B    P. 
*LJpnifce,  Wilkinsf 

Vincent,  Thomas 

Vernon  Tlioiuasf 

VeiTy,  Perley 

Varney.  George  F. 

Vose,  E.  F.  (1800) 

Wanlwell,  George  T. 
*\V;iyl.iiiil,  Rev.  Frant-isf 

Wooil-i,  Kev.  Alva 

Webb,  Kev.  Samuel  II. 

Waterman,  Kmily  F.  ' 

Westeott.  S.  Lizzie 

Whipple.  Amasa  C. 

Whitteniiire.  Gilbert  E. 

Wood,  Henry  A. 

Williams.  FI.  W. 

Williams.  Albert  S. 

Winsor,  N'aiiey  W. 

AVheeloek,  Lncius  A 

Wilson,  George  C. 

Waldron,  W.  H. 

Walden,  Elizabeth  F. 

Wade,  Mrs.  .J.-imes 

White.  Abbie  M. 

Wood,  Allen  F. 

Wynn.  Mary 

Woodbridge,  Wm.  11.  Jr 
*Yonng.  E.hvar.l  R.f 

Young,  L.  U.t 


(1849 


Burrillville, 

Providence. 

Westerly, 

Providence, 

Woonsocket. 

Sandwich,  N.  H. 

Westerly, 

WoonsocKet, 

Providence, 


Attleboro.  Mass., 

Pr.)vidence, 

East  Greenwich 

Foster, 

North  Foster, 

Green  viUe, 
0  Providence, 

Manville, 

Pascoag, 

('hepachet, 

Pascoag, 

Burrillville, 

River  Poirtt, 

P.iscoag, 
1860)  Westerly, 

Providence, 


Previous  to  1873. 


Allen,  .Stelia  C. 
Alden,  Sarah  O. 
Angell.  Sarah  C. 
Arnold,  Dr.  S.  Augustus 
Allen,  Juliet  A. 
Allen,  Mrs.  Henry 
Adams,  .M.iry  C.  B. 
Armington,  Ilattie  A. 
Arnold,  Gertrude  E. 
Adams,  Annie  J. 
Austin.  Emily  C 
•Alvord,  Caleb  M. 
Allen,  Jane  II. 
Allen,  Hattie  A. 
■Arnold,  Elveton  Jr., 
2G 


Providence, 


January   1872. 


Pawtuxet, 

Woonsocket, 

Pawlucket, 

Summit, 

East  Grcenwicli. 

Cranston, 

Blackstoiie,  Mass~ 

North  .Kingstown. 
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Avery,  Miss  A  E. 

Anthony,  Maiy  E. 

Andrews,  Miss  E.  E. 

Antliony,  Susan  E. 

Armstrong.  L.vflia 

An«n,  Daniel  G. 
,  Albro,  Cliristopher  D. 

Aliny,  Margaret  G. 

Arnold,  Francis  E. 

Anthony,  Albert  L. 

Bacon.  Sarah  J. 

Beane.  Elsie  A. 

Bartlett,  Mary  E. 

Brown,  Allen 

Bolster,  Jerome  B. 

Bell,  George 

Bucklin,  R.  Anna  C. 

Babcoek.  M.  Austania 

Bancroft,  Susan  C. 

Bartlett,  Addic  A. 

Brown,  Ella  A. 

Babcock,  Jennie  H. 

Buflington,  Geraldine 

Babcock,  S.  A. 

Britrgs,  Stephen  A. 

Bodflsh,  Joshua  L. 

Baker,  Sarah 

Ballou,  Desire  F. 

Bates,  Beiioni 

Brown,  Arthur  W. 

Bo  wen.  Susan  K. 

Biirlinjrame,  William  C. 
'  Brown,  Annie  S. 

Bosworth.  Rebecca  T. 

Bo.ss,  Lizzie  C. 

Brown,  Lizzie 

Bates.  C.  G. 

Barker,  Mrs.  C  J. 

Biicklyn,  John  K. 

Bates,  John  A. 

Ballon,  Amanda  J. 

Brown,  Ella  M. 

Bowen,  J.  A. 

Bowen,  L.  A. 

Brown,  Ann  E. 

Bowen,  Fanny  W. 
'Brown.  Ellen  M. 
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Providence, 


North  Kingstown, 

Portsmouth, 

Newport, 

.famcstown, 

Swansey,  Mass., 

Providence, 


January,  1873. 


January,  1872. 


Spragueville, 

Westerly, 

Warren, 

North  Stonington,  Conn., 

Stonington  Conn., 

East  Greenwich, 

Lonsdale, 

Coventry, 

Middletown, 

Sunirail, 

Cumberland  Hill, 

Pawtuxet, 

Newport, 

Pawt\icket, 

Coventi-y  Centre, 

Tiverton, 

Mystic  Bridge,  Conn., 

West  Greenwich  Centre, 

Georgiaville, 

Harmony, 

Boston, 

Ea.st  Greenwich, 

Tiver'-on, 

South  Altleboro', 

Providence, 


J.inuary,  187^. 
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Reli.in   Ann  M. 
Bi'lden,  C.  Dwiglit 
Bellows,',!..  M. 
Brown,  Isadove 
Bai-kei-,  C.  W. 
Bates.  Nellie 
Bartlelt,  AddieM. 
Bryant,  S.  Fannie 
Bryant.  Addre  G. 
Bates,  riattie  N. 
Bowen,  Helen  M. 
Barnes.  Irene  C. 
Bailey,  Thomas  T. 
Barber,  Lizzie 
Burlingaine,  N.  M. 
Barrows.  Sarah 
Barber.  A.  E. 
Brown,  M.  A. 
Bowen.  Hannah 
Brown,  Sarah  W.  A. 
Barrows.  L.  A. 
Blakeslee,  T.  D. 
Carpenter,  Elizabeth  B. 
Cooke,  Emma  E. 
Carrigan,  Helen  A. 
Case,  iM.ittie 
Cross,  f .  E. 
Chase,  Elizabeth  J. 
Chase,  William  E. 
Oardncr,  Edwin  R. 
Chillson   Henry 
Church,  Mary  E. 
Chappell,  .Sarali  J. 
Cook,  Helen  iM. 
Cunliff,  Eliza  P. 
Coggeshall,  Belle  J. 
Cornell,  Iniogene  R. 
Collins,  Amy  F. 
Chase,  Anna  1'. 
Clarke,  Minnie  L. 
Clark,  Henry 
Collins,  Francis  W. 
Chase,  Ann.a  G. 
Chase,  Emily  B. 
Carpenter,  Belle  F. 
Clarke,  Rebecca  C. 
Clarke,  B.  F. 


Providence, 


North  Providence, 


Janu.irv,  1873. 


Tiverton,  ." 

West  Greenwich  Centre,  " 

Mapleville,  " 

Woonsoc-ket,  " 

Medway  Village,  Mass.,  '■ 

Pascoag,  " 

Chepachet,  " 

Greenville,  " 

Boston,  •' 
Westerly,                                January, 
Woonsocket, 

Pawtucket,  " 

Woonsocket,  " 


Middletown, 


1874. 


East  Greenwich, 
Providence, 


January,  1872. 


Kingston, 
Proviilence, 

Charlestown, 

Wakelield, 

Providence, 

Bristol, 

Apponaug, 

North  Providence, 

Manville, 

Albion, 

Pawtucket, 

Narragansett  Pier, 

Newport, 

Cumberland  Hill. 
Albion, 

Newport, 
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Clarke.  J.  P. 
Crandall,  vStephen  G. 
Chappell,  M.  Hortense 
Cole,  Martha  D. 
Case,  James  G. 
Clarke,  Thomas  H. 
Clarke,  Henry  W. 
Clarke,  Gecirge 
Cooke,  H.  E. 
Church,  Geoi'ge  S. 
Carpenter,  E.  J. 
Con  ant,  Ilev.  W.  H. 
Chace,  H.irriet  R. 
Chapin,  Mary  E. 
Cobb,  I).  A. 
Cutting,  Phebe  A. 
Conley,  Mary  L. 
Carpenter.  Miss  L.  M. 
Coe,  Marcy 
Cole,  Mary  M. 
Car^ill,  Malvina 
Carpenter,  George  E. 
C.>oke,  John  T. 
Clarke,  Hannah  E. 
Carr,  J.  P. 
Collins,  Peleg 
Church,  Calista 
Comstoek,  Amy  L. 
Cli.ase,  Charles  A. 
Chase.  Rev.  B.  A. 
Chesbro.  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Chase,  IMr.  W.  E. 
Chase,  Charles  A- 
Collins,  N.-iney 
Collins,  Lizzie  E. 
Chase,  H.  J. 
Dawley,  Edward 
Davis,  Hattie 
DeWolf,  Lizzie  P. 
Dixon,  Irene 
D'>naly.  Kate 
Doran,  Belle 
Darling   Katie 
Durfen,  Joshua  T. 
Daggett,  J\L  Isabel 
Donnavan.  Joanna 
Davis,  Mrs.  Thomas 


E.xeter, 

Adamsville, 

Carolina., 

W.irren, 

East  Providence, 

Newport, 

Wyoming, 

Slatersville, 

Piovidenee, 


January,  1872. 


January,  1873. 


Clayville, 

Valley  F.alls. 

Watcheniiiket, 

.'^outh  Portsmouth, 

Wakctield, 

Jamestown, 

Andiony, 

Tiverton. 

Buri'illville. 

Woonsocket. 

Di.-imond  Hill, 

Providinioe, 


Providence, 

Newport, 
Bristol, 
D.'ivisville, 
Wake  Held, 
R(.)cky  Brook, 
Providence, 
Pawtucket, 
Millville,  Mass.^ 
Fall  River,  Mass., 
Providence, 


January,  1874. 


Janu.iry,  1872. 


Pawtucket, 


January,  '.873. 
January,  1874. 
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Eastm;\n,  J. 
Ela,  Rev.  David  H. 
Esten,  Ida  L. 
Evvins,  I\Iar£caret 
Faxon,  Cliarles  E. 
Field,  Laura  E. 
Freeman,  Lester  A. 
Fry,  Mary  E. 
Fairman,  Mary  C. 
Fitz,  Franli 
Friend,  R.  M. 
Fry,  Mattie 
Fuller,  Rev.  O.  P. 
Fielden,  Mrs.  Annie  F. 
Falos,  Sarah  E. 
Frothingham,  Mary  A. 
Fisher.  Annie 
Gould,  Edwin  \V. 
Gladding,  I>upy  J. 
Griswold,  Mrs.  E.  A» 
Greenough,  J.  0. 
Gates,  Cliarles  H, 
Gushee,  L.  L. 
Gordon,  Mary  L. 
Gardiner,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Greene,  Martha  A. 
Gray,  Peace  C. 
Gifford,  .Miss  L.  A. 
Grinnell,  11.  K.  M.  Mrs. 
Gardiner,  Henry  G. 
Gorton,  Miss  H.  F. 
Gorton,  Miss  Etta  C. 
Greene,  Alice  M. 
Greene,  A  E.  Miss 
Gardner,  Ida  M. 
Grant,  Orvillc  B. 
Greene,  Millen  S. 
Greene,  Albert 
Greene,  Ann  E. 
Harvey,  Clara  B. 
Hazard.  Rosa  E.  G. 
Hyde,  Fred  A. 
Hussey,  Emma  P. 
Hall,  J.  Milton 
Hewitt,  lI.arrietE. 
Hcyvvood,  Almira  L.. 
Harris,  Louise  O. 


East  Greenwich, 

Pawtucket, 
Providence,. 


Carolina  Mills, 
Pawtucket, 

Newport, 

Carolin.'V  Mills, 
Centreville, 
Providence; 
Newport, 

Olneyville, 
Providence! 


Warreui 

Pawtucket; 

Usci^uepaugbs 

Slocumville, 

Tiverton  Four  Cornei-s,. 

Adanisvillei 

Pawtuxet, 

Newport, 

Pawtucket, 
Newport, 
Laurel  Hill, 
Providence, 
Carolina  Mills, 
Westerly, 
Newport, 
ProvideucBj 


January,  1872. 

January,  1S73 
January,  1874. 
January,  1872. 


January,  1  73. 


January,  1872. 


January,  1873: 
January,  1874. 
January,  1872., 
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Harris,  IMrs.  M.  A. 
Harden.^Emily  J. 
.Heriiek,  Emiun 
Ham,  Nancy  S. 
Hull,  Abl.ie  A. 
Hathaway,  Ella  J. 
Howes,  Charlns  E. 
Hcjrnby.  Anna  M. 
Hull,  Julin  H. 
Hoxsie,  Annie  E. 
Hiscox.  Lytlia  W. 
Hazard,  Ella  V. 
Henry,  Maria  E. 
Haniniett,  Alice 
Horton,  Edward  A. 
Hunt,  J.  E. 
Hunt,  ]\Iiss  H.  M. 
Horton.  Victor  F. 
Hall,  Martlia  W. 
Hopkins,  IMiss  E.  A. 
Hood,  Benjamin  W. 
Holden,  Annie  F. 
Hastings,  Miss  J.  E. 
Harris,  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Hoxsie,  John 
Hopkins.  John 
Hall,  Mary  E. 
Hall,  Robert  D. 
Hath.away,  Miss  Abbie  A. 
Hammetl,  Lizzie 
Hammond,  Mary  E. 
Irons,  Ida  R. 
Irons,  Thomas 
Irons,  Daniel  W. 
Jackson,  Miss  Susan  E. 
Jewett,  Mary  E. 
Jones.  Alice  J. 
Jenekes,  William  F. 
Jenckes.  Ilartwell  H. 
Jennings,  Andrew  J. 
Jacobs,  Miss 
Jones,  Mary  W. 
Knight,  M.  Carrie 
Knight,  W.  A. 
Kenyon,  Emma  F. 
King,  A.  F. 
Kavanagh,  Miss  M.  J. 


Providence, 


Wakefield, 

East  Greenwich,' 

Westerly, 

P.-iwtucket, 

Tower  Hill, 

Olneyville, 

Charlestown, 

Central  Falls, 

Wickford, 

Newport, 

Watcheraoket, 

Pawtucket, 

Newport, 

Olneyville, 

Providence, 


East  Greenwich, 

North  .\ttleboro',  Mass., 

Pascoag, 

Shannock  Mills, 

Usquepaugh, 

Westerly, 

Portsmouth, 

Providence, 

Newport, 

Middletown, 

Harmony, 

Phenix, 
Providence, 

Newport, 

l.,ime  Rock, 
W.arrcM, 
Central  Falls, 
Newport, 
Phenix. 
Foster  Centre, 
Potter's  Hill. 
Fall  Hivei,  Mass., 
Newport, 


January,  1872. 


January,  187^^. 


January,  1874. 


January,  1872. 
December,  1872. 

Janu.iry,  1872. 


December,  1872. 
J.anuary,  1873. 


January,  1874. 
January.  1872. 
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Kpnnotli.  Jolm 
Ive.-icli,  •).  A. 
Keith,  Stillm.-in  II. 
King.  Mrs.  Celin  A. 
Koltiin,  Fiinnip 
Kins:.  Eilwin  II. 
Kenyi'n,  llonry 
Kcnyon,  I)  C. 
Keyser.  R.  S. 
Li'iiviMis,  Uns.iraond  R. 
Leiivitt.  Miss  C.  E. 
Lyon,  Abbie  F. 
Lincoln,  M. 
L.iwton,  Eliza  II. 
Lnwton,  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Lilliliriilgo,  S;iriih  M. 
Luwtiin.  A.  A. 
Lillibriilgc,  A.  A. 
Loi-ko,  Il.'innali  W. 
Lewis,  Manila  B. 
LiUl.'liol.l,   N.  W. 
L.ithrop,  M.  E. 
Lincoln.  Susan 
Lincoln,  Eugene  H. 
LeFavnr,  H. 
Lyon.  Fannie  M. 
LeFavor.  Julia 
Murr.iy,  M.  Addie 
Magill,  Edward  H. 
Mancliester.  A.  J. 
Mann.  Carrie 
Martin  .'ennic 
Mowry,  J.  E. 
Marble,  S.irali 
Monroe,  William  C. 
Moore.  II.  B. 
Meader.  L.  II. 
Moore,  .-Vnilrew  B. 
Moore.  I*  E. 
Moore.  M.  A. 
Mor.-y.  Pliilip  A. 
Miller.  Ella  A. 
Maryolt,  (;.  A. 
Miller,  Belle 
Maxon,  Abbie  M. 
Marlin,  M.  S. 
Miner,  II.  E. 


Wyoming, 

Centredale, 

South  .Manohcstor,  Conn., 

I'rovidence, 

WatcliPinc.ket, 
Wyoming, 
East  Greenwich, 


January,  187-2. 


.January.  1873. 


Providence, 

Centreville, 

Coventry, 

Tiverton, 

Richmond, 

Voluntown, 

Wyoming, 

Usquepaugh, 

Exeter, 

Newport, 

Providence, 

Central  Falls, 
Centreville, 

Providence, 


Warren, 

North  Providence, 

Woonsocket, 

Exeter, 
Albion, 
Usquepaugh, 


Barrington  Cisntre. 

North  .Stonington,  Conn. 

Manton, 

Westerly, 

Newport, 

North  Stonington,  Conn., 


.Taniiary,  1874. 
January,  1872. 


December,  1872. 


.lanuary,  1873. 


Janu.ary,  1872. 
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Mills,  James  C. 
Rlaryatl  C  E. 
Movsf,  Nancy  E. 
Maiiclicster,  Clani 
Mori;an,  Mrs.  Vana  L. 
Rlacdiinald,  Julia  E. 
Magoon,  B.  S. 
Met(!air,  Abbie  B. 
Maxfieltl,  L  G. 
Me.viani,  W.  W. 
Magoon,  Mrs   Benjamin 
M'lwry.  S.  Nellie 
Magoon,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Martin,  W.  E. 
Mowry,  Eliza  A. 
Mowry,  Viola  J. 
Nettleton,  F.  H. 
Newton,  J.  T. 
Nichols,  MissO.  E. 
Neville,  C.  A. 
Nortlinp.  Mary  E, 
■Nortliup.  Sarali  C. 
Nye.  J.   M 
Oldfiuld.  Mary  H. 
Owen,  Lizzie 
Pailelford,  Gov.  Seth 
Peck,  Annie  S 
Peck,  George  B. 
Packird,  C M. 
Perry,  Emma 
Potter,  Minnie  P. 
Pitman,  Julia  F. 
Pilclicr.  Fannie  I. 
Pr.itt   Lizzie  F. 
P.iine.  E.  Lizzie 
Parker,  Ezra  Iv. 
Paige,  Nellie  E. 
Peck.  William  T. 
Pealwdy,  Miss  J.  S. 
Phillips.  "Mowry 
Poller,  Lydia  H. 
Phillips,  William  H. 
Perry,  William  H. 
Potter,  C.irrie  0. 
Perry,  Jlrs.  S.ivah  M.  IL 
Prosser,  Mary  J. 
Peckhara,  Alice 


Pawtucket,  January,  1&72. 

North  Stonmgton,  Conn.,        "  " 

Woonsocket,  "  " 

Olneyville,  December,  1972. 

Providence.  January,  1673. 


Exeter, 

Olneyville, 

Georgiaville, 

Centrtjiille, 

Natick. 

Providence, 


Clinton, 
Pendleton  Hill, 
Providence, 
North  Providence, 
Centieville, 
Providence, 
Centreville, 
Providence, 


Pawtucket, 

Central  Falls, 

Newport, 

East  Greenwich, 

iLonsdale, 

Pawtucket, 

Coventry, 

Sl.atcrsville, 

Warren, 

Newport, 

Pascoag, 

Olneyville, 

Charlestown, 

Providence, 

Uxbridgo,  Mass., 

W.ikefield, 

^Vestcrly, 


January,  1874. 

January.  1872. 
((  it 

tt  (* 

it  i( 

It  ti 

January,  IS73. 
tt  it 

Januaiy,  li^72. 


December,  1872. 
January,  1873. 
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